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PREFACE. 


It  is  inciEDnbent  on  an  Author  who  writes  a 
History  of  Cornwall^  to  state  fiem  what  sonroes 
lie  presumes  to  give  information  of  events  which, 
by  some  historians^  are  acknowledged  not  to 
hare  been  within  the  reach  of  their  literary  en* 
quiries;  and  which,  by  others,  are  altogether 
unnoticed. 

The  first  part  erf*  the  History  of  the  Ancient 
Kingdom  of  Cornwall,  gives  an  account  of  the 
settlement  ef  colonies  of  Greeks,  Trojans,  and 
Phonrieians;  and  of  the  rdigion  they,  respec- 
tively, introduced. 
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XIV  PREPACK. 

The  second  part  describes  the  religious  rites 
and  ceremonies  of  the  Priests  of  Apollo,  or 
^ds;  and  the  incantations  and  superstitions 
Unpposed  to  have'*.b^enfprattised  by  the  Priest- 
esses of  Diana,  or  Drtudesses. 

The  third  part  relates  to  the  times  of  King 
Arthur,  and  includes  the  interesting,  but  long 
forgotten,  story  of  Sir  Tristrem  de  Jjeonb»,  off  La 
Bdle  Isonde,  and  of  Maxc,  King  of  Cornwall^;  f 

The  authorities  from  which  this  History  has 
been  compiled,  have  been  procured  by  access  to 
Libraries,  which  other  writers,  with  equal  assi- 
dttity^  might  have. obtamed.  The  diligent  ei^- 
quirer  may  still  find  wherewithall  to  repay  h^s 
.trouble:  many  details  remsiinto  be  giy^;.nu- 

« 

ifierous  facts  to  bejrelated. 
;_Access  to  Libraries  hfUj;  of  late  years,-  beep 
graniad  with  a  iacility.  whioh.jdencoiirages  -re- 
search,   and    with    a  liberality  .that  .deserves 
every  praise. 


•T 
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Those,  particularly  allud^  to,  are  the « late 

ingfs    magnificent  Library  at   Bacli;wigham* 

House:  that  of  the  British  Museimi;.An4^ the 

Advocates'  library  in  E4in|>urg)u    . 

The  introduction  pf  the  Christian,  or,  i^  .it 

•••<,.  ....  f 

was  called,  the  new  Religion ;  and  the  oppMitiim 
it  met  with  from  the  believers  in  the  DrnidifiM 
.foith,  fonns  an  epoch  jn  history..  The  on^  was 
suppo^fted  \gj  a  belief  in  t|ie  agency  qf  demons, 
of  spirits,  of  witchcraft ;  the  other  was  fpUD^id 
on  the  interpositio^  of  D|vine  Prpvidence,  .^  f f 

Angels,  of  Saints  and  miracles. 

■•  •    • 

These  supernatural  agencies  of  good  and  evil 
spirits ;  and  the  contest,  as  it  were,  between 
Ueaven  and  Hell,  have  given  rise  to  the  most 
beautiful  passages  in  the  poems  of  Tasso,  an4 
to  the  most  sublime  in  those  of  Milton. 

The  Dragon  being  one  of  the  symbols  of  the 

•  • 

ancient  Religion,  the  Christians  typified  that 
faith  by  the  Dragon,  or  the  Devil. 


iTi  -fBEfAck. 

"'  Tbe  litttgoiis  of  the  UHtaytit^  liktMy,  iinr- 

t/ter  ibnoidable  in  appearance^  and,  in  olden 

iOjDiti/ destmctive  6t  whole  c^untiies,  ake  gene- 

rally  oyeroomb   by  Saints,   and    drowned   in 

^Wateis;  tide  olivtoiis  meaning  of  whicli  ia,  that 

^^  Heatliens  w^  converted  to  Cbristianity  by 

The  giants  make,  petbaps,  too  gieat  a  ilgnie 

«in  Ibis  Usiory  to  be  left  nnnoticed.    For  the 

^Mdce  of  .tiie  gentle  reader,  I  shall  rappose  giants 

to  be  so  called,  not  firom  their  sapematoral 

stature  and  physical  strength,  bat  from  their 

moral  qaalities,  and  mcnral  influence. 

History  informs  us,  that  the  same  person  is 
described,  by  one  writer,  with  all  good  qualities ; 
and,  by  another,  as  a  terrible  giant. 

Harrison,  who  wrote  in  1680,  speaks  of  a 
giant  sixteen  feet  high ;  but  this  only  denotes 


*  Sit  Proofs  in  tkt  Notes. 


and ''  gigantic"  an  still  used  in  a  ttoral  mtmi; 
4Uid  4k6  expnmAmi,  ^  as  a  giattt  fdMbid^ 
■leans  only  a»  to  moral  quaHtiek  i  i.  ■  > 

. .  At  tiie4ociine  of  the  Ronian  Emptm,  and  in 
the  infioicy  or  weakness  of  modem  OorernniMili, 
inn  injtitation  of  Knighthood  splranf  op  in^Eu- 
-mpe;  the  objects  of  wliich  were  to  veUeve  thb 
distiessed»  to  pioteet  innocence,  and  to  ledfSis 
injnsdce^    This  institation,  though  it  arose  si- 
nraltaneonsly,  and  without  any  bond  of  nnion^ 
Tery  eaiiy  formed  laws  of  honour  for  its  go- 
Temanee,  which  the  Knights  were  boutid  to 
obey.     Men  were  admitted  into  the  order  of 
Knightiiood  by  devout  and  pompous  ceremo- 
nies.   Every  person  of  noble  birth  courted  that 
honour.    Princes,  and  even  Kings,  wer^  pix>ud 
to  receive  it  from  the  hands  of  private  gentlemen. 
These  Knights  were  ambitiouii  to  signalize 


*todi  foreign  .qo9mtrie8.;^b€iiice^  they  wfsre  ^calM 
;KiiiightarevmQt.iir  ,,  ,.j  ;:.■.         .  .  •  ;,,i: 

**  ,£jKiiig9  wefe  accQunted  f<»rtunate,  who,  by  thok 
own  merit,  aixd  by  the  fiiyouis  they  could  btr 
0t4m,  .aitached   to  th^ir  9emce.  the  greatest 
.anoiberipffth^se  Knights. 
:  Histories  .  of  the   lives   and   adventures  i  ef 

wer€(  written  in  the  Latin  Ian- 
fjusge,  and  translated  into  Frem^,  for  the  grati- 

Apation  c^'  the  Court  of  our  first  Henry,  and  of 

the  Kings  of  France;  and,  for  centuries,  these 

•      '  •     •  '     ■        ^ 

histories  formed  the  literary  entertainment  of 
civilized  Europe.  As  manners  underwent  a 
c|iange,  the  histories  of  King  Arthur,  of  Sir 
Lancelot  du  Lake,  Sir  Lamrake,  Sir  Tristrem 
de  Jjdonhs,  &c.  ceased  to  excite  the  curiosity  of 
youth,  or  to  be  quoted  as  examples  for  imitation ; 
even, the  supposed  supernatural  powers  of  Mei:- 
lin,  of  Morgan  la  Ffee,  of  Vivienne,  of  Berasine, 
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no  longer  cast  the  spell  of  their  enchantments 
oyer  the  mind. 

These  histories  having  Iain  dormant  in  libra- 
ries for  the  last  five  hundred  years,  literary 
curiosity  has  again  brought  them  to  light,  and 
they  are  found  to  give  an  interest,  hitherto  un- 
noticed, to  the  early  history  of  Cornwall. 

To  which  is  added,  from  Icelandic  manuscripts,  ^ 

collected  and  published  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  John- 
stone, some  time  Chaplain  to  the  British  Em- 
bassy at  Copenhagen,  an  account  of  the  drrival 
of  Olavus,  a  pirate  King  of  Norway,  at  the 

i 

Scilly  Islands ;  of  his  conversion  and  of  all  his  t 

followers  to  the  Christian  Religion;  and  of  his  i 

marriage  with  Gyda  the  Queen  of  Cornwall.  ^ 


\  t 


>     t  .  .. 


I 

1 1 


>.  -  «    ' ': 


I  • 
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22  INTRODUCTION. 

To  pardon,  as  compassion  warms ; 

To  reverence  justice ;  shield  from  harm» 

Is  equally  the  Indiaa^t^aim, 

With  n^tiqiu|4of4^i^  rais^  by.  iame : 
Her  moral  sway,  like  light,  pervades 
The  world,  though  various  in  its  shades. 

Historic  truth,  of  different  mien. 
Is  limited  by  tiijg^  aiid  3cejie; 
And,  as  she  meets  the  painter's  view. 
Wears  summer's  garb,  or  autumn's  hue. 
»'Thedefeds  of  wariiow;aitd  the  fliw,^  '* 
Pure*  paMotism's  breath  inspires ; 
As  ntltnre,  undisguised,  appear ; 
And  leaifless,  as  the  battle-spear. 
Majestic-robed,  in  goi^eous  state,      • 
As  Fancy  chobsfeff  ic^  inflAte  r  '       ^^ '    *  ; 
Arrayed  in  rhetoric's  richest  flowers ; 


'    ■  '     s:>    "■ 


»■•*-•        1  r-  ^     »■  %  ••  A«>f->     (^  §i    ■» 


•  r*T-  rv^  r^"-*^^'  /n^ifTlt^tf^ 
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Or  flaunting  in  the  witeliery  wote,       — 
By  Moses  in  Pieria's  grore;— 
They,  attitnde  assume  and  tone; 
Troth  shrinks  abashed  upon  her  throne; 
Resigns  the  ^udy,  transient,  hour. 
To  sprdce  nmiaiiGe;  and  fablers  powen 


• .  •* 


Heroic  mannars>  modern  decked,        - 
Appear^  as  History's  bark  lay  wrecked ; 
The  great  original  defaced. 
To  g^tify  nnsgoided  taste. 
Is  giving  modes,  widch  now  prevail. 
To  warriors  aimed  with  casque  and  mail. 


While  others  clothe  in  tawdry  dress. 
To  homoor  weak  capTlciousness^      ' 
RettKrtest  periods ;  and  impose. 
For  sacred  truth,  romaacing  prose ; ' ; 
Proclaiming,  to  a  credulous  ag^ 
As  History,  their  fancied  page ; 


kri  iPREFACk. 


' '  llie'Dtt3«6ii8  of  the  fdOdviliii:  tiiistoiy,  Bow- 

t/vier  Ifbrniidable  in  appoarance,  and,  in  olden 

tbnb/ dedlractivd  6t  whole  countiies,  ake  gene- 

rally  oyerconie   by  Saints,   ud    diowned   in 

'"wtLtBtii  tide  obTfons  meaning  of  which  is,  that 

'ibiti  Beathens  were  converted  to  Christianity  by 

The  giants  make,  pethaps,  too  gieat  a  ilgnio 

tin  this  history  to  be  left  unnoticed.    For  the 

'■idee  of  .tiie  gentle  reader,  I  shall  suppose  giants 

'to  be  so  called,  not  firom  their  sapematoral 

stature  and  physical  strength,  but  from  their 

moral  qualities,  and  mcnral  influence. 

History  informs  us,  that  the  same  person  is 
described,  by  one  writer,  witii  all  good  qualities ; 
and,  by  another,  as  a  terrible  giant. 

Harrison,  who  wrote  in  1680,  speaks  of  a 
giant  sixteen  feet  high ;  but  this  only  denotes 


*  Sit  Proofs  in  tkt  Notes. 


^Ui/dMMtty,  and  dc^eslti^i  wtB^9^^4nLWf(lmh 

ud ''  gigantic"  an  still  used  in  a  ttoral  wmU; 
vana  ihe  expMmUm,  ^  as  a  giant  ^idMbid/' 
■leans  only  a»  to  moml  quaHtie*.  .  i. 

.  At  Hie  4ociine  of  the  Roniaii  Emptm,  attd  in 
the  infancy  or  weakness  of  modem  Ooremniinis, 
«i  injtitation  d  Knighthood  splrang  op  in^Eu- 
-fope;  the  objects  of  which  were  to  veiiew  the 
distressed,  to  pioteet  imiocenee,  and  to  rediertg 
injnstice^  This  institntion,  though  it  arose  si- 
nraltaneonsly,  and  without  any  bond  of  nnion^ 
Tery  eaily  formed  laws  of  honour  for  its  go- 
Teraance,  wliich  the  Knights  were  bound  to 
obey.  Men  were  admitted  into  die  order  of 
Knightiiood  by  devout  and  pompous  ceremo- 
nies. Every  person  of  noble  birth  courted  that 
honour.  Princes,  and  even  Kings,  were  proud 
to  receive  it  from  the  hands  of  private  gentlemen. 
These  Knights  were  ambitious  to  signalize 


94-  IN'TftOOifCTION. 

False  ornaiaeBts  we  cast  a«ido ; 

Draw  water,  by  pure  spiiags,  .supplied ;      i 

Prove,  Britam  tf  the  Duohy  owe# 

The  beam  which  first  firom  History  flows.    - 

We  bid  the  portals  wide  unfold. 

Whence  waves  of  Uf  ht,  erst,  copious  loUed, 

But  which,  longf  unbelief  has  locked. 

And  clouds  of  ignorance  vainly  choaked. 


.  f 


Old  Cornwall's  fame,  to  genxua  dear. 
Boasts  wreaths  of  History's  vamal  year : . 
The  tas]c  be  our*s  that  Mver  fade 
The  beauties,  whiloni,  th^  diaptayM. 
A  tribute  chaplet,  in  its  prime. 
We  add,  unsullied  yet  by  time: 
The  flowen^^  we  gatber,  may  diffuse  .      > 
Fresh  fragrance  'midst  tiie  molniing  dews } 
And  ages,  aa  they  roll  away, 
Smfle  on  the  0ni^/8  Uooaung  day. '  :     . 


1  . 1 


Of  anthors,  lipi  ^  g99ftt  ^fflMlf 

Who  ploiigli  ifeiQ.  4mii  ivMh  M9ird#l  BiMllt    . 

Some  toe,  ni»,  acMQing  wtMik  nA  01^9^ 
Have  Tojfftged  fitf  the  iai«t|f  scM ; 
And^  vhea  jn^ttifigiBd^  IwtTO  •ppead  the  ftMyndi^ 
With  ic«aiin^  pC  tfa^  jmiciitar  «to^ 
Some  have  their  goods  and  acres  sold ; 

And,  whcm  ireie  Goolod  tfrek  prioJtef  fits> 
Mourned  f«rtm»  Imtp  xenomw  ^ofA.  witB. 


I  If 


f 


Onr  short  axonrsioiip  fallow  fham. 
Whilst  ii8.oo&6ct«KaGeani«fem:    . 
Their  lofty  ptoaa  me,  weak,  dil|ite^  • 
In  simple  stirainSy  with  Doticints^ 
RewaJEded>  iC  a  ftitnie  age  • 
Hid  truth  diacei^  in  onr  page^: 


»-.  1 


.'    v  A 
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Or,  if  Knight-ertant^  in  joaxv^^ 

Hang  up  his  armour  in  display, 

c 
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Defiance  boaMiiig;,  we  adyance^ 
Feai3ess  Vifh him  to  bleak  a  lancer 
If  he,  or  we,  nnhor&ed  must  yield. 
Let  Troth;  our  ni]8tressi^-<m  the  fidd, 
Bepay  the  conqueror  with  tier  charms. 
The  YanqniBhcfd  lost  to  finne/— and  amu^ 

Should  it  M  asked^  why  we  jMtesmne 
To  wave  fai  Terse,  Ibe  Ciornish  ptoaie  ?    • 
We  answ0r|^-*4umiies  manned  along. 
In  other  years,  as  rolled  the  song : 
Great  Homcir,  wMh  a  poet's  hand,  • 
From  flaming  Iltam,  snatched  a  brand: 

.£neas  lands^iih  Maro's  strakis ; 
And  empirKfikmiisw  Latinm's  plaite.— ^ 
Where  breathes  thenmn  that  e'er  forbade. 
To  lead  by  authentic  History^s  aid. 
The  remnant  of  the  Trojan  blood, 
Ftom  Greece,  aoross  the  ocean-flood^ 


• . 


Until  they  land  at  Totnes  town ; 
And  Cornwall  raise  o'er  Troy's  tenoWn  1 
Display  her  on  hdr  ancient  scale. 
While  yet  secnre  from  sea  and  gale  \ 
Sketch,  faintly,  how  her  noblest  boast. 
Her  beauteons  plains  were  deluged, — lost ! 

In  every  agfe,  in  evety  clim^. 

Withstood  has  dong  the  grasp  ot  Time } 

And  kept  i^ve  are  martial  fires, 

_  •  •  • 

Proportioned  as  the  Muse  inspii^es. 

In  soiig,  have  been  tfani^mitted  down. 

The  valorous  deeds  of  old  renown. — 

Fierce  No^way's  S<;alds  awoke  the  strings. 

In  honbtiir  of  her  pirate  Kingsi ; 

Whilst  thfey '  rejoiced  in  festive  hall. 

O'er  spoils  firbm  Btitain  btonght,  or  Gatil^ 

Assembled  bards,  in  lofty  strains. 

Of  heroes  sang  on  NohniEui  plains^ 

6  3 
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The  minstrel  harp ;  the  poet's  lay. 
To  valour  smoothed  war's  ragged  way; 
Spread  martial  fields  with  glory's  fire ; 
Ck)idd  courage^  warm;  the  weak,  insi^re* 
The  meed,  to  wI4ch  proud  victory  aimed. 
Wag  in  tbe  song  to  be  proi^aimed. 

High  chivalrous  deeds  of  knightly  fieaue 
Once  filled  the  land,  with  loud  acclaim : 
The  Ibtening  crowd  enraptured  kung» 
While  o'er  bis  harp  the  minstrel  svjjtff 
Of  captive,  beauteous,  dames,  relieved. 
By  exploits  the  errant  chief  adiieved. 

Thus,  Tasso  /siogs,  how  Salem's  towers 
Were  won  from  th'  imbelieving  poweirs ; 
How  waving  banners  far  displayed 
The  conqpiests  of  the  aime4  crusade. 
The  warriofis,  wben  returned  they  hom^^ 
Exhibited,  through  Christendom^ 
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In  metrical,  symbolic  plays. 
As  wondering  Arong*  MsemMed  gtite. 
The  combats,  sieges,  mottcbes,  gtand. 
They  piactised  in  the  Holy  Ltod. 


The  scenes  they  acted,  deep  fmptessed, 
£tenuJ  feign  witldn  the  breast. 
On  festive  days,  the  Conndah  swidni 
Becal  fiuned  Pal^tina's  plains ; 
Perpetuate,  in  the  Christmas-hall, 
Their  fathers'  glorious  deeds, — and  &n ! 

A  soti  of  song,  whose  heayenly  fites 

T*  immortall^^,  each  muse  conspires. 

Quotes  plays,  in  an  enchanting  tome. 

Which  cheer  the  Ihlchy's  Cfaristmas-home : 

*'  The  rhymes  St.  George's  prowess  show," 

He  writes,  ^^  o'er  Mahompsedan  foe ; 

*'  Accoutered, — armed, — for  martial  games, 

^  The  champion  enters, — and  exclaims, 

c  3 
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''  Here  come  I  St  Geoige, 
''  That  yaliant  champion  bold ; 

''  An^  with  my  swoid  and  spear^ 
"  I've  won  thiw  crowns  ^  gold. 


'*  I  dew  the  dragon,  he, 

'*  And  brought  him  to  the  slaughter  j 
''  By  which  I  gained  fair  Sabra, 

''  The  King  of  Egypt's  danghter/' 


(The  pagan  enters.) 
**  Here  come  I  the  Turkish  Knight ; 
''  Come  from  the  Turkish  land  to  fight; 

^' . bold; 

'*  And  if  your  blood  is  hot, 
''  I  soon  will  m^  it  cold !"^ 


t «  Ckri$tma»  CaanilMl*  by  Datibi  Qilbsbt,  Esq. 
1^.  p.,  r.  iu  f.  and  f.  a.  §• 
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OP  7BB 
ANCIENT  KINGDOM  OF  CORNWALL. 

flrgunimt 

Lights,  by  tbhWipO^tihU  kiO^pUrsite 

Heroic  timni  tShfiim  AHub/ 
UnpOMUMl  Smb  i  bMtksdMi 
And  floods  engtUphing  half  the  shire. 


Original  ItilMtftitffnttf  of  mtion. 

The  isle  of  BritiUn,  sages  holA, 
Peopled  with  giants^  shook,  of  old :  * 
The  wonderous  origin  we  trace, 
ThuSj  of  the  fell  primeyal  race. 

In  Lemnos  isle,  IQng  Thoas  reigned ; 
In  peace  and  war  high  fame,  attained ; 
And  once,  when  he  a  lival  race. 
Wished  to  subdue  in  distant  Thrape> 
His  sons-in*Iaw,  to  sl^ine  in  aims, 
Left^  thr^  kmg  years,  their  spouses*  charms. 

The  princesses^  as  rage  inflames, . 
Vowed  th^  had  miMnie4  foreign  dames. 


*  CbroDicIes  of  the  Kings  of  England. 
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Supplanted,  thus,  as  they  beUere, 
Who  would  in  passive  silence  grieve  ? 
When,  on  the  shore,  infimate. 
For  their  return  they  vengeful  wait. 
Comes  Jason,  'with  the  flower  of  Greece, 
Venturous  to  seek  the  Golden  Fkece.  ^ 

Landed  on  Lemnos  shore,  when  shone 
The  chief  for  hi|gh  achievements  known^ 
The  heroines  around  him  press. 
And  hospitaUe  words  express ; 
Obsequious  damsels  on  him  wait ; 
Conduct  him  to  the  palace  gat^ ; 
When  ushered  to  tl^e  Rpyal  hall. 
The  princesses  assembled  all. 
From  her  bright  throne  before  the  rest, 
Jlypsipile  him  thus  addressed ; 
*^  ^one,  gently  strang^^  here,  remain, 
f^  Friendship  to  yield  thy . warrior*train,    . 


ApoUoniHa  Iihpdi%  I^ib.  1, 
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"  But  these  oroiuid  whom  you  behold ; 
And  hear,  while  I  the  cause  unfold. 
Our  father  Thoas  waged  with  fi>e0^ 
In  Thraee^  'midst  dtiesir  Sithoidan  snotirs ; 
^'  Our  husllatids^  emulods  to  share 
His  fate^  to  the  for  climes  teptik. 
Springy  thtiJDe,  has  dedeiM  Ae  flowery  jflain, 
'^  Since  sailed  they  b*er  fbe  foaming  main : 
**  For  kind  affection's  tokens  brought, 
Remembrabce  of  us  Aes  their  thou^t 
Their  home  they  loiath  ^--4lave  faithless  led 
War's  captfTei!^  to  the  impious  bed. 
Discarded,  widowed,  in  disgrace. 
Our  wrongs  meet  no  regard  in  Thrace. 
''  Our  m^h  enthralled,  their  joys,  prolong, 
<<  Midst  barbaMms  dames,  the  feast,  the  song. 
^'  But,— tis  resolved :— when  o'er  the  seas 
^'  Thy  ship  came  t^ith  the  farottting  breeze, 
^'  With  breasts  which,  erst,  compassion  w^nned^ 
*'  But  now  with  feUer  passions  armed. 
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"  The  shore  we  Uode  ;-— MW^t  thpu  netum 
'<  Xho^e  wIkwi  we  soF  fiwn  L^nnos  spuni  ?" 
Thcp  Ja^<m$  ''  liarQUgh  our  devious  way^ 
**  No  Mies  9p}i  i^^iM^Qom  i;hafn93  display  ; 
''  Such  insujto  neyc^  met  pur  ear, 
''  Compaced  ^th  Aoie  yon  injured  bear : 
"  Ere  si^  Ao  aUiq^  tbe  jerening  gales. 
Expect  to  ^ee  tbe  snowy  ^ails ; 
This  mom,  w^  passed,  aud  distanced  fiur. 
Ships  Toyagiiig  fiom  foreign  war ; 
*'  While  you  to  go^  youraelYBa  resign, 
Afoid. may  joy  some  power  diviae  c-^ 
The  winds  th'  unfurling  canyas  swell : 
Our  Argonauts  jenharfc  :-*-£irewieiI  f^ : 
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II. 

They  plough  the  deqp.    Th'  assembled  fair. 
As  winds  toss  their  disdieyeUod  hair^ 
Pervade  the  beach.    Soon  on  tbeir  view. 
The  royal  standard  waving  flew. 


38  ORIGINAL    iKHAtilTANTS 

llie  trembling  beam  of  settiiig  day 

Shrinks  fixmi  the  Bacchants'  mitrderoas  way. 

Hypdpile,  who  midst  the  crowds 
'Gainst  fathers,  husbands,  death  had  vowed. 
Relenting,  Bhodope,  commands, 
T'  aj^prise  King  Hioas,  ere  he  lands* 

Befixre  she  conld  the  water  reach. 
Their  royal  sire  walked  dp  the  beach. 
She  to  him,  when  retired,  seveals 
The  plot, — the  horror  which  she  feels« 
The  aged  King  the  tidings  heard. 
While  tears  rolled  down  his  silver  beard. 

Eorynome,  in  fiiry,  flew,  ' 

T*  enforce  what  all  stood  pledged  to  do ; 
And  seeing  him  beyond  their  stroke, 
Tlins  to  the  Bacchanalians  spoke  i 

''  Whilst,  with  just  rage,  our  boscmii^  bilM, 
"  These  men,  unfaiaiul,  dare  return-^ 
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See^  how  fbe  Tessds  pRNidlj  8tiife» 
**  Which  shall  at  T^wmma  fiist  amre: 
Us  signal  TengieaAco  iioir  bctfiifji^ 
For  faidLeii  trodi^  deaorted  hoBMsl 
Tlieae,— tiieae  vngiatefid  men,  pcakapa, 
ThiidL  we  fioffet  a  Unee  yeai^a  lapse: 
No  ?— 4lie]r  daie  Mug,  to  gieel  o«r  eye, 
Fniits  of&be  fidfli  and  mfinqr. 
To  flowery  Leamos  they  oomrey 
''  Dames  savage  as  "flieir  momrtani:  ptey. 
Who,  envying  the  krrdy  Gieds, 
In  firif^ttfbl  eokms  paint  lliefar  dMdoi; 
Who  ne'er  partook  of  ridier  leasts. 
Than  mill:  in  pafls  dmwB  fteai  wfld  beasts ; 

"  Tet  who  themsdves,  triomphant,  piUe 

**  Onhononn  now  to  as  denied. 
Ah!  Tengeance!  T«geanoe!— heavy  fills 
Nightfs  cortain  round  oor  iujuied  halls. 
Us  to  insjrireis  natm^  leagued ; 

'*  These  gaUty  men,  ofl^ guard,  fatigued. 
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Oar  gq^  (if  NiwRW  ^  w4^»  ; 

And  stiflcsd,  jlow^  ;^,£W[4^  jQ]|^  cues^ 
'Midst  iifnse.of  oar  fecitiyiti^  j; 
lulj^tt*^,  ibrotljeKi,  hu^bjanda, 
Be  dfigpwr* -j--^  ^  jifc 

Of  ^1^  1^  jEi;^  tbrpwh  A>^#iBi?i 
The  lasting  j|^h3iry>  or  ^  jpr^n^ ; .. 
Example  ter^ble  to  sjipw, 
Hq  errs  wli9  ^9WV^  W^'^  ^^  f<^*'' 


Atnp^lityljheprificcAt^ad^tliejbiin        . 

Prepare4  tbe  Bcuschan^.<7tiiY4  tl^  «tiWl4 1 
And:fr9ap4,  t^ng^  fyfmei^  of  ^tejrmpr  fimm^^ 
Qnench  in  their  blop4  their  ven^ol  fifiio^ 
Had  not  forewarned  J^ing  ThcMis  .b^i), 
A^d^  braving  ^fingfir,  wM  between. 

His  Majesty,  nexjt  moiTiing:^  wept^ 

« 

In  state,  to  meet  his  parliament  j 
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His  diadem  refiplg^t  siicme; 

Them,  tlimi^  addneniicd  lie  finom  the  diroiie* 

''  My;  l4>idB  ami  GeaHaaKm,  aslioie, 
^' Scaroe  liad  liie  bitfge  oiir  wafrion  bore» 
**  WhakfancmB  their  ni^gaided  wives^ 
^'  To  JvaiAerniBiied  with  teandished  knives: 
^'  Out  wiB  ia,  bd  they  forthwith  mit 
<'  From  LeaumL"— %AJ1  exclaimed^  '^  content' 

IIL 
When  numy  a  distant  league  at  sea. 
The  captain  ope'd  the  King's  decree. 
And  reads,  ^  Onr  guilty  daughters  bear, 
^^  Far  as  winds  blow,  or  waves  appear." 

Obedient  he  his  saiis  na'«r  flnrled, 
^Till  at  the  confines  of  the  world. 
Learned  antiqnaiians  records  boast^ 
Which  land  them  on  &r  Albion's*  coasL 


*  So  odlid  irom  Albm  Urn  ddirt  of  the  pri 
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Ne*er  mortal  visited,  befom. 
That  aDterwaids'Scyfeknous  sbore.  ^ 
The  breeM;  on  baMy  pltdcms  boti^, . ' ' 
For  them  perfiimes  the  eve,  the' ttim  r-  ^ 
Meek'Qmety  as  approach  they  iiciiary  ^ '    '• 
Springs  from  her  coach,  with  startle  ear ; 
And  white-robed  Sil^ce,  o'er  the'wild> 
Looks  serious,  as  they  stray  exiled; 
Deep  musing,  in  day's  ebbing  beam. 
Hears  human  voice,  by  mist-veiled  stream ; 
While  on  the  mirror  of  her  breast 
A  new  creation  glows  impressed. 
In  purple  robe,  and  golden  zone. 
Mild  Evening  hailed  them  from  her  throne : 
Rolled  clouds,  wide  fragrance  to  difilise, 
And  bathed  them  in. ambrosial  dews ; 
Illumin'4>  modest,  from  afieur. 
To  welcome  them,  her  silver  star ; 
And  loosely  hung,  with  lambent  light. 
The  mantling  shades,  to  cheer  their  night. 


OP   ALBION«  4d 

Refresh'df  soon  as  themselves  they  founds 
A  hill  they  cUab  to  look  aromid ; 
And  see,  siurprised,  clear  rivers  run^ 
Aad  flowery  meads  eigoy  the  son  { 
And  waving  forests,  mantling,  spread 
Their  umbrage  o*er  high  mountain's  head. 


So  pleased  they  had  been  hither  bronght, 
Greece,  with  her  charms,  was  lost  firom  thoaght* 
A  wa3nvard  fancy  bids  them  strayi 
When  wavering  sprang  the  flowers  of  May ; 
Each  princess  walked,  with  snowy  plumes. 
Midst  fragrant  meads  and  vemiil  bloomis^ 
Such  lovdy  train  upon  the  gieeo^ 
Rocks,  trees,  and  streams  had  never  seen* 
Hie  glorious  sun  bade  nature  smile^ 
Their  devious  wanderings  to  begnfle: 
Polwhek  their  flowing  dress  describes ; 
*'  These  highland  nymphs  of  eastern  tribei^ 

D  2 
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''  Plaids  richly  wove  of  hemp  and  flax, 
"  Reared ^n  Phoenicia's  cnltared. tracks; 
''  Those  glowing  hues  the  pnrpora  lent, 
"  Were  fixed  by  tin  which  Cornwall  sent.*" 


Hie  arch-promoter  of  their  deed. 
With  tegol  plaid,  and  sylran  reed, 

■ 

The  Devfl — alighted,  where  his  eye 
Coold  glance  at  the  lone  colony. 
Seated  in  hole  of  neighbouring  rock. 
His  strains  on  nature's  silence  broke. 
Below,  they  halted  on  the  plain, 
Raviidied  with  the  melodious  swain : 
As  emulous  they  approach  to  hear, 
Ekichantment  filhr  th'  enraptured  ear. 
The  rale  now  cleared,  they  see  enthroned. 
The  master  of  the  notes  mtoned. 


*  Polwhde*i  Historical  Yicws  of  Devonsliiiie,  tal.  i, 

•cct  7. 
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Now  loftier  strains  the  minstid  blew ; 
Warbling  the  airs  charmed  Echo  flew; 
The  bljrthsome  larks,  that  climbed  the  day. 
Suspend  their  song,  as  swells  the  lay; 
Obsequious  to  the  listening  sky. 
The  crystal  rill  flows  sileiU  by. 
Joys,  to  the  fedr,  so  long  denied. 
Meandering  through  their  bosoms  glide. 


Revolving  suns,  slow  circling  round. 
Their  anxious  wishes  blissful  crowned ; 
The  fruitful  colony,  fond,  teems 
With  joIly>  swarthy,  Anakims, 
Who,  for  green  meads,  and  mossy  springs. 
When  disengaged  flrom  leading-strings, 
<<  Nestled,'-  writes  Barhue, ''  in  the  caves 
"  Which  gloomy  yawn  o*er  Cornwall's  waves." 


From  History's  tablet,  it  appears. 

King  Thoas  reigned,  one  hundred  years, 
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Ere  Greece  combined,  sailed  to  destroy 
The  saci^  towers  of  ancient  Troy. 
This  period  long  the  giants  fill. 
Sole  lords  of  valley,  plain,  and  hiB. 


IV, 

lSntttt0* 

Such  rose  the  dawn  of  Albion's  day  :• 
Grey  mists  of  mom  soon  pass  away. 
Propitious,  mild,  th'  nndonded 
Smile,  as  her  destinies  arise. 


Oeoffiry  of  ManmoHthf  draws  aside 
The  veil  hnng  a'er  Time's  distant  tide. 


f  Geoffry  ofMcnmouA  poblisbed  bis  BriliA  HUtory 
between  the  Veen  1123,  and  112& 
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Guided  by  Jiim^  ire  join  Om  hmA&,   , 
Fate  sent  to  nile  the  giant-lands. 

iEneas  sailed  from  mined  Ttoy^ 
With  young  Ascanius^  alt  his  joy : 
Obtains^  by  conquest,  latiuia's  thronej 
Reward  of  woes  none  more  had  known. 
Departed  to  th'  Elysian  fields. 
The  sceptre,  next,  Aseanios  wields : 
To  him  was  Sylvias  bom,  decreed. 
For  youthful  folli^soon  to  Ueed; 
Blinded  by  pleasure's  leering  glare. 
He  wove  his  own  destruction's  »iare. 
The  augurs  he  consults,  and  hears^ 
His  son  wovld  fill  the  leafan  with.tears; 
Would  undesigiaedly,  and  unknown. 
Make  vacant  Latium's  royal  throne ; 
Would  cross  the  sea  to  foreign  realms. 
Which  giant^host,  uncheck'd,  o'erwhelms. 
The  event  was  as  they  prophesied ; 
At  his  natal  hour  his  mother  died ; 
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And  Brutus  was  the  pfincdy  name^ 
Given  to  the  deathless  son  of  fame. 

Him  when  awaits  the  fiftemth  year» 
As  hontefs  wonld  indose  the  deer^ 
Unwittingly,  with  coorsing  hot. 
Expectant  of  sncoessAil  shot. 
He  missed  of  what  he  lode  in  quests 
And  smote  his  fitther  in  the  breast. 
His  kinsfolk,  lor  his  various  crimes. 
Him  banished  firom  th'  Italian  dimes. 


Airived  in  Greece,  'midst  slavery  pine. 
He  sees  remains  of  Priam's  line. 

In  chains  Pendrasnsf  stem,  them  boond; 
Them,  daily,  doomed  to  tin  the  ground. 


+ AiWr  Um  detth  of  AdiiUet,  the  bravtst  of  the 
Cksekiy  OD  whidi  the  fate  of  Troy  depended,  his  son 
Pynfausy  in  rereoge,  brought  into  Greece  many  Tro- 
jans, and  condemned  them  to  slavery. 
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Grieved,  tiMse  ctf  tach  iOiurtripiis  race. 
Enslaved,  shoiild  langidflh  in  diBgraoe, 
Bnitna  fh' a0MinbIfid  0on0  <if  Tioy 
Inspires  with  hope,  inflames  trtth  jo j: 
For  loads  <^0oniow,  jemrs  €i  pain. 
He  promises  to  bteak  their  chain. 
Their  drooping  spiiitsftme  inquies: 
Rekindles  loiy  extingnislied  fires^  - 

He  to  Pendrasos  thus  complains ; 

''Great  Kii^,  it  ill  behoves,  in  diains, 
**  To  hind,  and  as  yonr  slaves,  employ, 
'' The  illnstrions  race  of  ancient  Trey: 
''They,  sooner  now  than  draw. yonr  teams, 
"  Will  feed  on  plants,  and  drink  of  streams/' 


In  wrath  he  read  snch  letter  bold. 
From  those  whom,  erst,  his  nod  controUU 

The  Trajan  bands  his  camp  parvade> 
And  plnpge  in  sleeping  Greeks  their  blade. 
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For  counsel,  Bnitds  makes  request 
Of  those/expcMenced  yeaiis  invest. 
How  to  secure  their  future  peace. 
Dispose  heof  Ae  king  <if  Greece. 
Nor,  long,  opiiiions  watering  float; 
Agreed  'tis  by  the  general  TOte, 
He  from  the  captive  King  demand 
His  daughter,  fair  tgnoga's  hand. 


v.- 

Oppress'd  with  grief^  the  King  arose 
Before  his  stern  and  crafty  foes : — 

"  With  your  draiands  forced  to  comply, 
"  Th*  alternative,  or  yield,  or  die. 
^'  Constrained,  my  daughter  I  resign 
''  To  th'  invading  chief  of  Priam's  line. 
"  Should  you  resolve  to  le^ve  our  shore, 
''  Ships  shall  be  manned  to  waft  your  store ; 
'^  Rich  silver  bars,  and  sums  untold, 
''  Shall  she  receive  of  massive  gold ; 
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'^  Corn,  wine,  and  oiI>3  give  besides, 
^*  For  your  support  on  ocean's  tides.'^*  •  \ 
The  terms  accepted^  heiequip^  • 
A  nmnerous  fleet  of  gallant  8liqpa» 
AH,  who  to  Troy  conld  lay  a  ichdra. 
Embark  for  future  fields  of  fanie. 


The  snowy  sails  ispread  to  the  wind ; 
When  leaving  Grecian  hills  behind, 
Ignoga,  pale,  with  humid  eye> 
And  hekvihg  breast,  and  silent  sigh. 
Fond,  lingering  looks,  oast  from  the  stern 
When  none  their  summits  could  discern. 
As  all,  to  Fancy,  disappears, 
Down  her  wan  cheek  roll  crystal  tears ; 
A  death-like  mist  obscures  her  charms ; 
She,  swooidugi  sinks  in  Brutus'  arms. 


OeoSiy  of  MoDmoiitb* 
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VI. 

Mom,  firiBkming  mom,  sees  fh'  ample  sails. 
Obsequious,  sfunead  to  faronring  gales ; 
When  Leogcura,  £Eur,  attracts ; 
And,  then  to  land,  the  admiral  tacks. 
That  isle,  which  pirate-swarms  infidst, 
Not  one  inhabitant  possessed. 
Of  yentorous  warriors,  diosen  bands. 
To  reconmMLtre,  Bratns  lands : — 
They  nothing  see  the  shores  around. 
Save  flocks  of  fowl,  and  deer  which  bound. 
They,  loaded,  hastening  back  with  gietme. 
To  a  town  in  grass-clothed  ruihs  came. 
Where,  solemn  in  a  shadowy  wood. 
Fair  temple  of  Diana  stood. 
The  virgin-goddess  they  invoke ; 
And,  as  they  vow,  the  statne  spdke. 
)9[er  accents,  thought  they,  threats  convey, 
Aud  hasten,  with  their  spoils,  aWay. 
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On  fayomrin;  Hearen  the  chief  f^ed. 
Escorted,  lands  with  bowmen  tried. 
Approaching,  he  sdects  for  ptujer. 
Twelve  ancients,  and  awise  soothsayer. 
With  gadands  they  thdr  brows  entwine. 
And  bend  before  Diana's  shrine. 
With  leafy  bonghs  a  fiie  they  made^ 
And  soppKcant,  a  victim,  laid. 
The  flames  ascend  in  spiral  folds ; 
Before  the  altar  Bmtos  holds 
A  sacred  goblet,  tliat  contained 
Wine  and  blood,  firom  a  white  hart,  drained. 
At  awfnl  distance  meek  he  stands. 
The  golden  vessel  in  his  hands. 
As  rose  the  statue  'midst  the  smoke. 
On  bended  knee  he  sflence  hake : 


''  Protectoress  of  the  woods !  whose  sway 
''  Extends  to  Erebus  fiom  day. 
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'^  O  deign  a^tiistance  us  t*  affoM, 

"  None  more  in  need  thee  e'et  adoited. 

^'  In  what  far  country  lies  our  hotne  ?«-^ 

''  Say,  where  shall  we. erect  a  dome, 

**  Where  sacrifices  "knidst  the  fires, 

''  May  blaze  {jfierfomed  by  yirgin-dioins  ? 


Nine  times  he  prayed  with  sujipliant  sound. 
While  thrice,  the  altar  goes  he  round. 
As  flame,  the  sacrifice,  derours. 
The  wine  he  on  the  victim  pours^ 
The  snowy  skin,  before  it,  placed ; 
And  there  composed  his  limbs  to  rest« 


At  that  dead  season  of  the  night. 
When  visions  on  the  mind  alight. 
And  wakening  dreams,  without  control!. 
Reign  undistuibed  o'er  all  the  soul. 
The  goddess  came  in  solemn  state, 
T'  unfold  the  hero's  future  fate ; 
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Attended  by  her  sylvan  tmin^ 
She  towered  majestic  o'er  the  plain* 
Her  golden  qniver,  as  she  moTes, 
Rattling  awakes  the  silent  proves.      : 
Whilst  Brutus,  f avoorite  of  the  skies, 
Wiapt  in  sleep's  downy  maiitl^  lies. 
She  toh]in>  ihns,  prophetic  spoke: 

''  Where,  prone,  tired  Phoebus'  axles  smoke, 
''  Loading  with  dew,  the  languid  ray, 
''  Perched  on  theclosiog.  gates  of  day, 
'^  An  isle,  which  assure  ocean  laves,  ' 
''  With  emerald  tides,  and  snowy  waves ; 
''  Where  giants  o'er  the  mountains  roam, 

lies  destined  for  thy  royal  home ; 

Thy  sceptred  race  shall,  there,  enjoy, 
''  In  endless  sway,  another  Troy. 
"  For  ever,— ever, — ^their  domain 
'^  Extend  shall  o'er  the  land  and  main: 

Their  laws  revered,  their  language  known. 

Shall  spread  around  day's  biasing  throne; 
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''  On  every  accent^  winged  shfUl  fly       «  *  ; 
'^  The  sacred  sonnd  of  liberty^ 
'^  Diffhsmg,  o'^  the  homan  mind, 
A  fireedcun  riyaling  thought,  or  wind. 
That  era  shall  confer  thy  crown. 
Through  Tirojan  bbod,  transmitted  down; 
On  a  wise  prince,  whose  glorious  reign. 
Appears  in  fate's  refulgent  chain : 
His  deeds  of  war ;  his  classic  taste, 
RelSned  more  than  e'er  Monarch  graced; 
''  His  love  of  science,  {latronage. 
*'  Of  literature,  win  raise  the  age 
*^  Above  all  former,  as  the  throne 
**  Of  Jove  transcends  the  starry  zone; 
''  Remote  the  time,  but  come  it  will, 
''  And  every  word,  I  speak,  fnlfiL'' 

Enraptured  with  th*^  imperial  theme. 
Awakes  he  ftom  his  midnight  drtem; 
And,  grateful,  prays,  on  bended  knees^ 
He  frustrate  not  th'  unveiled  decrees ; 
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^Then,  to  his  chiefs  the  whoIe>  relate^l ; 
And  they,  while  joy  their  breast  elates> 
Urge,  as  assured  of  heayen's  Ugh  carej 
He  for  departure  prompt  prepare ; 
Make  vows,  as  oracles  oommand, 
1*0  pay,  vrhen  reached  the  promised  land^ 


VII. 

On  freer  waves  the  nary  rides  \ 
Bounds  o'er  th'  Atlantic's  azure  tides ; 
Climbs  hills  of  foam ;  throu^  deeps  belo"^. 
Rocks,  rushing,  'midst  the  living  snow; 
Or  buoyant  on  the  glassy  main. 
Ploughs  furrows  but  to  Close  again. 
If  threatening  rolled,  with  waving  crest, 
A  surge  half-veiled  in  hoafy  mist ; 
If  squalls  should  blot,  with  treacherous  breathy 
The  heaven  above,  or  seas  beneath. 
In  winning  snares  the  dexterous  sails 
Charmed  to  repose  the  fickle  gales ; 
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Lulled  dragon-wings  of  sforms  asleep,  i 
Traversing  safe  the  spell-bound  deep« 
In  silent  majesty  they  ride ; 
An  azure  radiance  bathes  their  side ; 
Till  gallant  streaming  on  the  day. 
They  emblazon  wide  Pyrene's  Bay. 


The  banner  on  a  warrior's  tent. 
Invites  the  heralds  Brutus  sent. 


The  realms,  he  hears,  pleased  and  surprised. 
Four  Trojan  nations  colonized ; 
Now,  CarincBus  brave  presides^ 
And,  their  bold  enterprises,  guides. 

This  son  of  Troy,  and  heir  of  fame. 
To  whom  old  Cornwall  owes  her  name. 
Joins  Brutus,  with  his  martial  host, 
Ii^  search  of  th'  unknown  island-coast* 
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vrri. 

The  hills  of  Aqmtain  soon  meet 
The  view  of  Troy's  nnited  fleet : 
The  J  anchor  cast,  wkere  Loire  ponn 
His  mighty  waters  o'er  the  shores. 


Geffatins  Pictns  filled  the  throne. 
When  reached  Ganl'scoast  the  fleet  unknown* 
He,  by  ambassadors,  demands 
What  motiye  brings  them  near  his  lands  t 
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Then,  Corinoens, ''  We  nmst  know 
What  numbers  handle  the  spear  and  bow/* 


Three  days,  the  Trojand  ne'er  relax. 

To  guard  'gainst  unforese^oi  attacks. 

The  mutal  forts  scarce  teit  the  breeze. 

When  martial  airs  swept  distant  leas ; 

And  bamm«d  Gaul  her  front  disi^ays, 

Plumes  nodding  o'er  the  steely  blaze. 
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As  onward  rolls  the  tide  of  war. 
The  rear,  in  Bust»  gteama  Srom  afar. 


Now  front  to  front  the  armies  stdnd : 
His  warriors,  as  brave  Brutus  planned. 
Commence  th'  attack ;  an  arrowy  vault 
Rose  under  heaven  at  their  assault. 
The  whizzing  shafts,  with  mcNrtal  wound. 
Spread  thousands  on  the  weltering  ground. 
The  murderous  shout,  the  clash  of  arms> 
Spread  through  the  foes  fear  and  alarms  ; 
Through  steely  shcrwets ;  'midst  falchion's  reek 
Confused  they  dash,  «nd  safety  seek. 
Rustling  on  day  their  banners  flew ; 
The  vengeful  Trojans  swift  pursue ; 
And  Brutus,  borne  on  victory's  wings. 
Sees  melt  the  strength  of  Gaul's  proud  kings. 


Returning  to  the  camp,  at  night. 
When  slaughtered  warriors  met  his  sight,.  ' 
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The  tear  of  sorrow  dimmed  his  eye, 
And  foes  with  friends  partook  his  ogh. 
He,  his  chiefs,  informs,  enotigh  to  fdme 
Is  done,  and  to  their  glorious  name. 

Dourn  to  the  shore,  with  thundering  tread, 
"Midst  conquering  aim  they,  joyous,  sped. 


They  heave  tlie  anchor ;  spread  the  sails ; 
Kind  £anis  sends  propitious  gales : 
With  favouring  heaven,  'midst  jocean's  smile. 
They  voyage  to  the  destined  isle. 
As  Brutus  o'to  the  murmuring  sieas. 
Pursues,  in  hope,  the  famiiiig  breeee. 
Far  distant,  joining  main  and  skies. 
The  misty  clifls  of  Albion  rise. 
A  flash  of  lightning  crossed  his  view ; 
Hills  tower  'midst  heaven's  etherial  bhe : 
A  joy  unutterable  fills 
His  breast ;  a  sacred  transport  IhrUls 
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Ignoga's  frame :  they,  hand  in  hand^ 
Look,  anxious,  to. the  wavy  strand. 
While  they  the  Deity  invoke, 
A  second  flash ;— -slow  thunders  broke; 
And  welcomed  by  heaven's  purest  flame, 
Jbtfies  receives  the  son  of  fiune. 
Diana,  armed,  his  footsteps  leads ; 
With  care  divine  the  shore  he  treads. 


IX. 
Natore  the  godlike  man  surveyed. 
And  stood  in  all  her  charms  arrayed. 
The  genius  of  the  island  camo 
To  welcome  sons  renowned  tn  fame ; 
Of  stature  tall,  majestic  mien ; 
Her  robe,  striped  asure,  mountain-^green ; 
Her  brow  with  stars  innumerous  glows ; 
Her  golden  hair  hixunant  flows ; 
The  heavenly  radiance  of  her  eye 
Bids  smile  old  ocean,  earth,  and  sky. 
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Th'  event  ta  ciown  with  lasting  fame. 
On  wings  <tf  light  kind  Memory  came : 
Destmctiye  Time  letifes,  dismayed. 
As  found  her  wand,  beams  sOvery  played. 
On  Tirgin-scioll,  by  Totnes-waves, 
She,  Bmtos'  landing,  deqp  engraves  i 
Around  a  ciiding  g^ory  q^nead, 
Bepelling,  £ur,  oblivion's  shade. 


Hail,  anci^Kt  Faith  I  Britannia's  boast^ 
Our  hold  on  thee  is  never  lost: 
Yes !  Shermgiam'^  pro&mnd  research. 
The  base,  found  of  the  royal  aich ; 
Fair  Truth  in  pnstine  gaib,  displays. 
O'er  fiction  of  d^;enerate  days. 
Yes  1  Milttmf  tmced  the  kingly  spawn. 
From  Bnijtns  to  CassivjeUaun. j: 


*  Sherioghaiii  de  Aogl.  gniliA  orig«  p.  ISO. 
f  Milton's  History  of  Britain,  B.  I. 
X  CissiTenaanus  had  (he  **  Summa  imperii  bel< 
lique,"  in  Britain,  when  Cssar  iataded  it 
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Alfred  de  Bevp'fyg  through  rage,. 
Exclaims^  **  none  but  a  fustic  age, 
^'  Dead  to  renown  and  Britain's  fame. 

Would  shun  to  leam  each  kingly  name : 

Nor  can/'  he  adds^ ''  hiatcHians  shine, 
'^  If  ignorant  of  our  Tn>)aii  line/' 

Nennius,  more  skilled  \a  ancient  lar^ , 
Carried  his  yiew  from  Jbtnes  shore. 
And  traced  the  course  of  Brutus'  blood, 
Tq  Noah  floating  on  the  flood. 

Giraldus  Cambriensis,  tired 
Nought,  by  researdi  the  theme  inspired;, 
Decyphers,  clear,  the  pedigree. 
To  Adfun— root  of  Britain's  ^ree  1 


While  modem  sceptics  disallow 
The  wreath  of  fame  to  Brutus'  brow } 
Nay,  vilify, — attempt  t'  erase, 
Fpi|ndation  of  a  nation's  praise ; 
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Pronounce,  lomance  and  idle  dffMOB, 
hong  age&  ^  bffinic  ibemea : 
Pobchek,  most  yalorons,  takes  the  field. 
In  mall)  with  adamantfaie  shield ; ' 
Onmipotept  l|is  magic  spear 
Untombs  the  ^otie  to  Briton*8  dear ; 
Dark  scepticism's  mist,  dispels ; 
Overthrows  whatever  doubt  rebels  ( 
Monks,  Saxons,  summons  to  engage 
Shades  scowling  o'er  grieved  History's  page. 
like  vast  Olympus,  TotneS'-stone 
Shakes  to  its  basis  Falsehood's  throne ; 
The  flaming  sword,  an  arm  of  light 
Unsheaths,  to  pierce  the  reign  of  night 


Intelligenoe !  Thy  holy  glow  - 
Supplies  oiir  spriiigs  like  Pihdus'  snow ; 
Thy  sacred  beam  ahme  mspires 
Th'  Historian's  page  with  ttying  fires. 
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Unworthy  in  iM>  great  a  canse. 
We  feebly  widd  the  atrofd  he  dsaws. 
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''  Far^  though  the  sea  has  fled  away ; 
**  Nor  visits  now  her  ancimt  quay ; 
Troe  records  of  past  times  disdos0 
Tall  ships^  by  Ibimip  moateA  in  rows. 
'^  TraditumU  voice  bat  echos,  here, 
''  What  Saxtm  ChrmUcks  show  clear ; 
''  That  Albion  saw  her  earliest  townsj 
''  Built,  not  on  norths  but  southern,  downs. 
"  HamUUm  sings^— Hi  Latin  b^rd^ — 
The  fact^  like  one  of  Brutus'  guard* 
The  very  stone  the  Tnyan  trode, 
''  The  fairest  leaf  in  nature's  code : 
''  And  Otoffnft  tome,  though,  singly,  weak, 
*<  Combined|,]their  strength,  BO  force  can  break, 
^'  We,  Saxon  Chronicles,  'tis  true, 
^'  Without  support,  might  doubtful  view : 
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**  Tradition's  voice  mis^  not,  alone^   . 
Keep  in  its  place  the  natural  stone ; 
And  distant  Lincoln's^  sapient  monk^* 
Knew  not  if  swamlhat  sttM»e,  or  sank ; 
Nor  has,  peikaps,  his  hi|^  renown^ 
To  this  blesa'd  hoar,  leach'd  Totnu  town. 
No  antiqaalian  can  dMeot       ' 
CoDosion  'tweeft  them,  or  suspect : 
Proofs,  separate,  c<dlateral,  stvcmg, 
CoUected,  loH  tme  figith  along  \ 
Compose  one  system  of  belief. 
As  many  stalks  compose  one  $heaf/'t 
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Where  brdatbes  the  man  that  dares  demar 
On  proofs,  soch  reasoning  makes  concor  ? 


*  The  SftKon  ChroDida  it  laid,  by  some,  to  have 
beeo  writtMi  by  a  Monk  of  Lincola.— See  sotes  at 
tbe  eod. 

f  PofaAek^f  Historical  Views  of  OeTODsbire  \  toL 
I.  p.  I(. 
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Diversifying,  mtdtifonii ; 
Eternal  tmth  withstands  the  storm. 
Long  comment  on  the  text  prodnced. 
So  gtare^  so  togical^  addoced. 
Props  from  the  eyidenoe  ndgiit  take. 
Which  we  snpport,  but  will  not  shake. 
Ck)ncatenation,  brilUant^  gnind^ 
Proclaiming  to  a  grat^ol  land. 
That  to  ittnstrionis  Priam's  race. 
The  British  Monarchy  we  trace ; 
And  Totnes,  and  her  '^  prepions  ston^/ 
Th'  eternal  base  of  Britain -s  thronjs, 
^'  Established^  ere  the  Christian  light, 
f^  EIoTen  fiill  hundred  yearn  and  eight!* 


The  rud4y  mom,  in  smiles;  awoke ; 
Blue,  o'er  the  camp,  rolled  wavy  smoke ; 
On  wings  of  wide  expanding  day, 
Rode  heralds,  Albion,  to  survey^ 
Whilst  pious  Brutus,  grateful,  thought. 
He  ow^  unto  the  powjers  who  brought , 
Him  safely  to  a  place  of  rest,^ 
Thank-offerings,  and  a  solemn  feast. 


The  willing  warriors  he  invites. 
To  join  in  pure  rdigion's  rites. 

Thei  heroiDs  bathe,  and  prcmipt  prepare^ 
Of  the  hig^  festival  to  share.  ,   . 

Then  qieet  devotion  Brutus  pays 
To  Vesta,  and  to  Ceres,  prays ; 
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To  th'  Other  gods  breads  humbly^  broke ; 
All  standing  reverent^  as  he  spoke ; 

''  From  suppliant  prayer  no  clime  is  barred ; 
*'  Who  honours  heaven^  heaven  will  reward ; 
'^  Diana  led : — ^the  earth  and  skies 
**  Confirm  the  hopes  sh^  bade  arise/' 


With  thoughts,  such  as  the  gratelbl  feel. 
Partake  they  of  the  sacred  meal. 


Night  scarcely  had  b^r  cuftain  drawn. 
When  they,  who  were  dispntehed  At  dawn. 
The  tent  doors  enter.    Fond  to  hear. 
All  jQrom  the  table  bend  their  ear. 
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**  Return  we,  and  in  greater  haste. 
Than  doe  to  confidence,  thus  plsLcei. 
Bland  nature  dteks  the  rich  champaigns. 
With  verdant  meadows ;  flowery  pAains ; 
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**  Unbounded  Ibiests  swarm  with  store 
*'  Of  prowling  wolves,  and  sayage  boar ; 
^  Throagli  fertile  pastures  catfle  range. 

Or  stray  o'er  lawns  for  grateful  change. 

Not  far  we  joufnied  o'er  the  lands, 
''  When  towered  enormous  giant-bands ; 
*'  Some,  like  huge  Pidyphemus,  seemed, 
"  With  one  vast  orb  that  fiery  gleamed : 
''  Their  thundering  tread  so  shakes  the  ground, 
''  Twill,  you,  forwam,  if  hither  bound/' 
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This  heard,  the  valiant  sons  of  Troy, 
Pondering  their  speech,  the  time  employ ; 
When,  tremulous,  the  paviUon  quakes. 
With  ringing  sword  and  battle-axe. 
QuidL  every  Uade,  like  lightning,  flashed ; — 
The  monsters  yell ;  their  teeth  they  gnashed. 

The  camp  resounds  with  dread  alarms,. 
Prompt^  an  the  warrkHrs  Maze  in  arms ; 
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And,  led  by  Bratus  on  the  plain. 
Defiance  bid  t)ie  horrid  train. 

An  arro¥ry  flight  them  g^db  with  Mfoands  ; 
They  fly  the  field  with  thundering  bounds  \ 
And  such  their  lengthy  step  and  stride^ 
No  horse  can  galley  by  their  side. 
They  climb  a  lofty  hill;  whose  crest,   . 
In  moon-light,  frowned  through  hoary  mist ; 
Their  bellowing  roar,  as  up  they  move. 
Shakes  earth  beldw>  land  heaven  abov^  { 
Defiance  breathing,  in  their  hands. 
Their  clubs  of  wrath  seem  smoking  brandi^. 

Some  favoured  by  the  gloom  of  nig^t 

To  (TomwaU's  caverns  take  their  flight : 
Their  chief,  Gogmagog,  wounded,  strode 
O'er  moors  which. trembled  with  the  load^ 
Monk  Oeoffiry  writes,  as  west  he  flew. 
Wounded  in  bed,  him  hosts  pursue ; 
Where  sedgy  marsh,  a  lake,  supplies,     • 
The  wary  Trojans  him  surprise. 
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And  AJbion'i  BKUiarch^  wow,  commandite 
They  sparebis  ^i^^  but Juoflhis  hands t 

He,  Corinoeus,  wished  to  see 
Engage  sug^  inonstxoos  enemy : 

This  when  the  yaUapt  chieftain  heanl^ 
O'erjoyed,  for  combat  he  prepared ; 
And  down  be.  lity s,  ia  grassy  field. 
His  battle-axe,  and  dinted  shield. 

Grogmagog  wails  oampassion,  o'er 
His  brethren,  weltering  in  their  gore :— * 
JHtttriUmi  sfiigs,  though  bent  with  woesi 
FnU  eighteen  feet  in  heii^t'he  rose; 
His  heiXp  exposed  Co,  son  and  wind^  . 
Like  withendd  heath,  hislie^,  entwined: 
TJnaniied,  he^  like  the;Trq}an,  stood,. 
Their  only  amonr,  Talorons  blood. 


A  viQMakt  Tab,  Ulli  winded  roond, 
With  woodiiii  mkyimfiiiwitiai  noim'd^ 


\ , 
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A  cireu6  formeiL    The  €9mm|H6ni9;'tlieie; 
For  glory's  di^tUete  p^istt,  repmr. 


Brave  Brutus,  on  k  rocky  throne. 
By  Qtitet  canopy,  was  known. 


« ■ 


On  grassy  seatd,  #flkilgeili^  ndsed. 

The  chiefs,  in  gold  and  scaxlel;,  Uafted ; 

The  warrior-host,  continuous,  fills. 
The  sloping  yergorof  tiie  liiBs; 


.  J 
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Lo\;td  trumpets  wing  their  mavtial  soiind'<^ 
The  woodland  echoed  abswer  'xound ; 
Armed  guards  eompose,  in  plumy  todwy 
The  bonndaiy  of  th^  athletic,  ^lain. 
At  points  opposed^ th^ lihggi^es  way. 
Ushering  th'  antagoniats  to  day** 


,  •  »■*.  -»     y 
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Bare.to tha  waist,  thtirlfgift nflAady/  A 


WiriBTLINO.  7A 

<hi  tiptM^^npMtatioii  stands:--^ 
Tlief  iuItiuim  ;--4hide  eadi  other's  InOidf  ^^ 
Their  legs  extended,  firmly,  wide. 
Prevent  dedine  t0  either  «ide ; 

With  ardung  hiickd-firom  place  to  plaiee. 
They  mov^  ;-'^*'aiid  diim  the  close  eaibxace 
Now,  emutMie,  liiiib'to  limb,  expose; 
Bui  neither,  M^stncmf. rival,  throws*  


'^Tfuix  walchfbl  eyes  they  darting  strain, 
Th'  advantage,  nnperceived,  to  ^am :  ■ .. 
llieir  labooxing  43btds  incessant  striye. 
To  some  incaatiotis  move  to  drive^ 
When  from  oocasfon'i^il^ghi  isreeoM, 
Of  odnqnest  each  nmy  himseif  assnm; 

She  i&g,  impatieni  of  delay, '    - 
Urge  oaf  with' shonts,^thovigonHisiday;  ' " 

They  niA;itepetbMs;Mth  a  dritek;     a 
Their  arms,  im^Ucit/Hgid/lQelr:-^'^'        :i 

F  2 
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They  twist :— ^hey  trip>-rth«k  limbsMe  aiixed 
ASiOnethey  moi^; — aB  one  stand  fixed.-«tr 

Now,  plant  tiieuf  feet  in  Wider  fipabe  9'  *  / 
Now,  sweat,  like  statHcia  011  their  base« .  -  : 
'Midi^t  toealhinp  atitfe^  tb^  faU ;.  tb^  ntf ; 
Springs  wildly>  unsubdued  in  soqL^ 
Each  s^ies  46fi«Dcie,.tit«iidy-rgrirti^ 
As  if  dread  Disafli  siftood  matched  witk  hini; 


,^... 


I  <■*■■: 


Again,^tfai3y:^o8e  :-^e  tinttuxe  gtasjied. 
Behind  the  neck^  bid  Jrm  hold  dasped,  'iV  ' 
The  l>»9an,  mth  eolfeeted  inightp  ^^'  :  r   ! ' 
Throws,  vti  411  masonlar  foree*e  spite^      .. 
The  giant^iMi  hia  :ttaifl&^ir-4dfl  strength  h   : ,  / 
Flies  moaning:  from:  Ids  staggened  length.  r.> 


^'  -v 


Transported^  linrfate  he  aees  him'ttnnti; 
The  fciiig  descends  ;the  warrior4»Hie<; 
Beside  the  viator.t^kesbts  sttod^ 
His  goldan  seeptiii  Ibl  hjbi  htmd: 


•    » ■ » 


The  throng  with  plaudits  rend  the  skie* ; 

The  moie  to  please  4heir  wonderuig  eyes; 

Writes  JBeoffiry,  **  not  of  life^  bereaved, 

''  With.giant ^on  his  shoulders  heaved ;       : 
Buns  CkmnosQSy -onward,  stmigfat, 
Fai^t^.as  dlpws  Ik^eiioftiiioaB  vreigtvt. 
To  nearest  shore,  and  climbs  a  rock, 
Agaim^  whose  toow  the  billows  broke, 
And  down  Gogmagog,  valiant,  throws ; 

''  Clouds  of  while  fbam'  to  heaven  arose. 
''  The  lAioriners  who  saUeit,  at  m<^. 
Saw,  like  til  isle,  bis  carease  torn  I 
And  many  a  day,  the  firetted  flood 

'' RoDed  £rorthy  wave»  of  jkrple  blood/' 
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Tradition,  in  his  ddrrdy  hall. 
Witnessed  G^ignagbg's  dtt^adfol  foil  :• 
Tliat,  through  all  ages  might  remain, 
Mcfmorial  of  the*  giant  slain^ 

f8 
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He  condescended  to  come  down. 
To  It  penman  rivaling  Rome's  lenown. 
Who  >mtes^  (his  record  stands  as  Uw^) 
Th'  iipinortal  place  is  ^'  Plymouth  Hatre/'* 
Long  a3  the  diff  Crowns  o'er  the  deepp;r  . 
Will  History  hail ''  Gogmagog's  leap. 


p/?^ 


■;•/...     ■  .'- '    --'i  ■•  - 


Botkue,  with  whom,  in  visions 
Tradiiim,  oftj  convms^  4hioagb  night. 
Relates^ '' the  tribe  of  AmIl  dira^ 
'' Extirpated"  (but  not  their  silfei) 

Were,  by  the  illustrions  TVogattiace :-   . 

ConspicuonSy  still,  their  dwelling  plao^   ' 
''  Roimd  Cornwall's  shores^  as  vaulted  tickh» 
''  The  abode  of  seals,  and  feathered  flocks, 
"  Wide  yawning  o'er  the  roUing  wavto^ . 
**  Of  skilfol  workmen,  show  the  cfcves/' '  ' 
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•  Polwhde'i  Historioal  Viewi  of  Dtrosdilra ;  vol  L 
p.  5y  following  what  Curew  b«d  before  written. 
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iBxtfiit  Of  fliiuimt  <ftotntaiAn. 


r 
«.  •  . 


. '  /ilraveJBnUiiBi  Hl€8s'd  with  Fortane's  smil^, 
Nqw^  provinced^  «ride>  the  fertile  iflle ; 
New  towns  azone ;  ifldds,  labour  tilled ; 
Gathered  were  harrests ;  granaries,  filled  ;  ' 
Ambitious  he,  of  deathless  fame. 
Resolves  to  diange  the- kingdom's  name ; 
And  il2Uoii;.henG^Tth,  inmk  eflfaoed, 
W)ii|dL  'flri^am*j  loAier  sound  xeplaoed* 

So  brave  had  Corinoeus  been, 

iavpur  finds  he  with  the  Queen ;  . 
Who,  to  the  Councfl,  makes  request. 
He  rule  what  province  pleased  him  best. 
They  willing  grant : — ^his  zeal  to  show. 
He  asks  that,  spread  'neath  evening^s  glow  \ 
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As  thither  had  those  giants  fled. 
Escaping  when  their  brethren  bled. 

1  '^ 

Ignoga,  then ; — '*  in  glory's  field, 

»       .■•">*    *     * » /  ■• 

^'  Immortalize  thy  sword  and  shield, 
y  JFirst  Duke  of  Cornwall  J'-4hem,  shaU  giace 
*^  This  ostrich  plom^-rrand  princely  race ; 
''  Twill  wave  thy  honours  on  the  gale 
'VPor  olive  crown  from  Pisa's  vale."* 

Soon  as  he  entered  on  his  sway. 
He  naipfed  the  province  Cltmims:. 
Those  lands  preserved  fioom  ocean's  rdgni, 
The  nam^  Comubia  still  retain. 


*  **  The  first  reward  bestowed  upon  the  eon- 
querore,  at  the  Olympic  ganes,  was  a  chaplet  or 
crown,  composed  of  the  branches  of  a  wild  olive 
from  Pisa's  vale.  This  was  a  pledge  of  many 
sabeequent  boDOurs." — fVe9t\$  f^iis^totifii  qn  the 
(Humjrie  gama,     SecL  16. 


•        •   • 
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Wba't  noble  clime  obeyM  htiHstovli} 
Ifi  partly  by  scant  glinimerittg:s  kiibwii. 

f'  St  Nicholas  isle/'  Pdhbheie 
"  Was  torn  away  by  enyioiis  fates; 
''  The  coast  once  clofhed  with  earth  and  sand, 
**  Composed  a  wide  domain  of  land, 
'*  Till  Stak,  'twas  fretted,  tumbled,  mined'; 
'*  Divulsed  by  earthquakes ;  dashed  by  wind. 

-  ■  t  a 

''From  Rame^ead,  winding  to  the  Lboes, 

^'  Spread  vales  of  mjrrtle,  lily,  rose  ; 
A  leagde  at  sea,  when  day  beams;  dear. 
Of  woods  engolphed,  thick  tnmks  appear, 

•  •      •  ' 

*r  A.B  incorrupt,  as  when  they  iprcw, 

'*  Their  waving  branches  fresh  with  dew. 

"  Twehre  feet  of  water  intervene, 

**  Throng  which  the  prostrate  groves  are  secn."t 
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i  PoixtheU^M    Historical  View*   pf  D^Qoahtre^ 
▼ol.  1.  sect.  Tiii. 
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''  Delightfttl  plaint,  in  Falmoutli  Biiy/' 
Hals  ynptes,  ''have  fallen  to  atomii  a  pf%f :; 

The  Black-Bock^  pnce>  an  island  stood; 
''  Only  when  rose  the  aznre  flood; 
ff;:Wl|)psij  eblnngj  ^snnk  the  refluent  main, 
"  Around  it,  spread  a  spacioopi  plain*'" 

'^  It,"  JMand  tQ  the  wcnM  h^  shewn/ 
/'/Wiith.noUe  trees»  was  ov^grown, 
''  And,  ronnd  th'  vmbrageons  harbour  grew 
*'  The  loftiest  oaks  all  Britain  knew/' 

Ther^,  silent  nuking  by  the  de^. 
Spirits  'midst  glooms  tiiat  seemed  to  sleep. 
With  beckoning  hand,  would  Druids,  bring 
Around  the  shrine,  on  ether's  wing  ; 
While,  to  the  moon,  the  waters  gleani, 
..Their  robes  float  in  her  sUvery  beam. 


St  Michael's  plains,  extending  wide. 
Wafted  their  firagrance  to  the  tide. 


Al^ClDHT   <K)linr ALL. 

**  South  fiom  iuui  Mtwnfs  grey  fecfcy  piloff.^ 

From  {Ca^tioat's  iiOo  JU>  C«^^ 

On  pebbly  simds  ihe  white  wavoa  teoke : 

Thence^  v|9rdant  tmets  of  velvet  grajw,   . . 

CiMmvi>ae,  spie«d  to  litotics^  ' 

St.  Michaers^  'midgt  a  waving  wood,   - 

Boldy  loffy,  venerable/ stood : 

In  beaided  tufts,  the  lich^is  fio^ 

O'er  graofefiaJ  tafnmJABjf  below ; 

Th^r  beech  corascant,  aah  and  fir,  < 

The  flowering  thom,  and  sycomei^; 
The  poplar  high,  the  chesnnt  gEanid, 
The  aihrery  omers,  by  the  straiod; 
The  aspen  trembling  io  the  wind. 
And  oaks,  to  fill  the  scene,  combined. 
The  opening  lawns,  besprent  with  flowers. 
By  sons  adonied,  refreshed  idtb  'showers. 
Repaying  nature's  fostering  can. 
With  incense,  filled  the  balmy  ain  : 
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pla^ipt  in.  Ffdmou^  9<Qr,? 
Hal$  imte#«  ''.have  fallen  to  iftomvi  a  pmr;i 

llie.  Black-Bock^  pnce^  an  udao4  stood; 
'' Oidy  when  rose  title  azare  flood;    , 
,?::Wlff%  ebUng,  .siink  tfaie  jreflue^t  main^ 
''  Around  iX,  spread  a  qpadoo^  plaiiu'' , .: ';   ' 

f  ]^jth.npUe  treegy  was  pveargiown,  * 

''  And,  .round  th'  mnbiafeous  harbour  grew  ^ 

''  The  loftiest  oaks  all  Britain  knew/' 

Thec^>  silent  mjuofing  by  ^  deep,      :  ; 
S]ii£it9  'midst  glooms  ^at  seemed^ ^sHee^, 
With  beckoning  hand,  would  Druids^  rbring 
Around  the  shrine,  on  ether-n  wing ; 
While,  to  the  moon,  the  waters  gleam, 
JTheir  robes  float  in  her  silvery  beam. 


St.  Michael's  plains,  extending  wide. 
Wafted  their  firagraace  to  the  tide. 


''  South  fiom  bis  Mtwnf  8  grey  fecky  pilM.^ 

On  pebbly  ^imda  ihe  white  wtiyea  teolc^ : 
Thence^  Tjurdtot  ttacts  of  vdUret  grafls,   . . 

St.  Michael-a,,  ^imflat  a  waging  wood,        : 
Bold/ loffy,  Tenemble/ stood: 
In  bounded  tofts,  the  lichens  fio^ 
O'er  graotefiaJ  tfimmrlkn^  bdow ; 
Thcr  beephiconiscaiit,  aidi  ^liid  jfir. 
The  flowering  thorn,  «nd  sycomei' ; 
The  poplar  high,  the  chesnnt  gEand, 
The  aihrery  omers,  by  the  strand ; 
The  aspen  tnemUing  to  the  wind, 
:    And  oaks,  to  fill  the  scene,  combined. 
The  opening  lawns,  besprent  with  flowers. 
By  sons  adonied,  refreshed  widi  'showers. 
Repaying  nature's  fostering  can. 
With  incense,  filled  the  balmy  ain  : 
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Wh&t  western  tracto  <mned  Coniwall'«t&ione, 
Glow  in  tlie  page  of  fiisrmefi : — 
''  Obserrant^  statioined  at  lacsA's  Bad^  - 
^' Th' uiitfiterrapted  view  extend ;  '   "  ^ 

"  The  eye  win  sweep  a  level  plain,  ■  . 
''  Feathered  with  snow:— 'tia  now  the.  mala  I 
Far  oh  the  diaiance;  dimly;  lies 
A  line^  where  hinge  the  sea  and  skies : 
There,  Scilly  isles,— so  called  of  late,-^ 
''  Stand  monuments  of  C!omwall*8  fitte. 
Though  great  the  dilrtance  now  appears, 
Twas  otherwise,  in  former  yearis* 
Unquestionable  record  shows, 
''  Towns  stood  where  billows  interpose. 
''  'Mongst  siinny  hills,  and  sylvan  scenes, 
''  Shone  towers  of  kings;  smiled  bowers  of  queens. 
'*  'Twixt  lAoktsse  and  Scilly*land, 
'^  Flowed  a  pure  brook,  yclep'd  the  strand ; 
In  depth  one  fathom,  ascertained^ 
Which  the  contiguous  country  drained. 
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''  Some  places,  goats  across  coold  leap; 

"  In  othen,  broader  and  less  deep ;  . 

"  In  summer-eye,  bonns^  on  their  staff, 

**  Old  sires,  each  side,  would  talk  and  laugh; 
While  youthfiir  loVers,  o^er  would  fling. 
To  each  other  sweetest  powers  of  spijng. 

*'  Clear  evidences  of  the  iacts 

•  ■      •  •  .      •  ^t  .  . 

Exist  in  Leases,  and  learned  Tracks. 
And  parchments  still  are  in.  the  hands  • 

■  • '      .  •  .        *    * 

Of  Lords,  whoite  fathers  held  the  lands; 
And  majr  be  seen  preserved  in  files, 
Bj  the  owner  of  the  Syllen  isles- 
Nothing  remains,  where  com  and  f^raiis    , 

Gx^m,  but  the.  name^— 7%€  IdofusH  r 
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The  historic  nnise  to  regions  tarns. 
Where  Lethe's  stream  fills  lieroes'tims^:' 
Oblivion's  floods  for  ever  press 
O'et  an  once  b^nteons  lionesse ; 
Nb  hoarse  volcano,  o'et  h^,  roared ;        ' 
Down  her  green  hills  no  lava  poured ; 

No  cloud  sulphureous,  da^s  scorchM  eye, 

,«■•■•             .    .             • 
Obisdued,  amidst  the'mUrky  sky. 

No  eaMhqIifike,  tUh>ugh  h^r  yawnhi|f  juvr^. 

The  paradise  of  Cornwall,  draws. 


A  sullen  stillness,  darkling,  ran ; 
The  orb  of  day  rose,  beamless,  wan; 
Sighs,  such  as  thrill  through  winter's  hair. 
Coldly  pervade  the  shadowy  air. 


LioKSbukt  $fj^ 
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Portentmnr  lieard;  deaf  ihtnfmani  souni; 
And  thickenhif  daifaiesw  ionrs  atoimd#  "  ^ 
The  howl  of  hollow  winds,  now,  sweeps. 
With  ikfftl  rokh,  tire  laboarii^  deeps  * ' 
ReboniiiAD^  bn  tile  sinking  ilhore, 
TWlbbsened  flood  and  tk^npest^^^^ 
''Th' A^ftHtic  to  the  greatest  length/'     "   ' 
Writes  WhUater,  "  eoLerta  his  strength ; 
And  iiliUrchIng,  in  one  mij^ty  wave," 
Sti  Mi^iaers  i^ains^  wfadmed  in  one  grave ; 
''  And  mtUess,  since  that  fotal  Itotiir,^ 
'' Sple&lltriffl  liis  anarchy  of  powefl''^ 
With  eqnfld  feiih;  in  deeper  woe, 
1^  gfawton  Ckremeks  B^eiBxm  :-^ 
'^  The  nllscMef>-«Hndn,^^^-4iav^ 
No  hirt<H^^an  cafetilate ;  -  " 

The  wild^ieods  i0^id  ^  Midiad  rag^^ 
UnparaBflled  in  any  age. 

of  Com 
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To  pajgat  the  uproar^  as  they  wi 
Surpasses  all  the  powers  of  mini^"* 


/       r  ■ 


fWeiice^^  TTor'^fir  w^ga  die  soul  i^  . 
His  words  might  inelt  the  fiigid  pole ; — 

*^  Seven  score  of  church(BS !— glorious  stood 
^'  On  hill,  in  dale,  in  haljlowed  wood/' 
The  sitcred  towers,  in  solemn  state. 

ft 

Each  oUier'a  view^  with  reyerence  met : 
Where  tropb^e4«  thjrongh  the  storied  g)asPf.  • 
The  orient  heams^  triumphal,  pass ;   .  :  . . 
While  gloyii;ing  radiance  warms  the  floQTi 
Like  rain-bow^  based  on  rushy  moQji^* 

''  The  labo^riIlg  deep^'V  he  writei^ ''  p)MaiM4' 
"  Succ^  y  eter^  conquest,  gained ;    ^ 
In  steely  gloom  his  eoipire  fcowuetf 
Asp^fxypji.thecminearoi^ 
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"  The  holy  fanes  of  lionesse 

**  Went  down,  with  every  blade  of  grass. 

''  As  ocean  heaved  th'  enormous  wave, 

^  Which,  thundering,  sealed  the  mighty  grave ; 

AH!  all!  for  ever  disappeared. 

And  waves  now  roar,  where  ^nners  feared." 
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Ah !  songht,  in  vain,  are  flowery  vales. 
Where  breezes  played;  where  wantoned  gales ; 
Where  fragrance  from  the  morning  beam^^ 
With  de^\-y  wing,  oVrspread  the  stream! 
That  harmony ;  that  varied  line. 
Oil  nature  stumped, from  Beauty's  shrine; 
Charms,  no  two  scenes,  alike,  can  boast. 
Nor  landscape  claim,  alas !  are  lost. 


ri^i 


Then,  triumphed  genius  on  the  plains. 
Where  sea-storms  now  dispute  their  reigns  ; 
And  would  have  spumed  Time's  wasteful  firown. 
Had  fate  not  reft  her  victor-crown» 
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The  skies^  their  favoured  clime  o'ertfarown. 
With  tears^  bedew  their  starry  asone ; 
Withdraw^  fiom  Fancy's  faded  eye. 
Low  bending,  as  grieved  asephyrs  sigh; 
Dissolved  in  palid  woe,  refuse 
That  comfort  due  to  every  muse ; 
And  cloudy  sorrow  constant,  wave 
O'er  Cornwall's  genius  in  her  grave. 
Her  suns  will,  frequent,  as  of  old. 
The  skies  autumnal,  deck  with  gold ; 
To  aerial  landscapes  give  a  tone, 
Like  those,  which,  erst,  glowed  round  her  throne. 


O  Florence  !  Thou  couldst  high  rehearse. 
In  prose,  these  themes  of  lowly  verse ; 
With  thunder,  couldst  have  mountains  rocked; 
Deep  vales,  with  desolation,  choaked ; 
Bade,  rushing  in  devouring  train, 

in  follow  thunder ;— thunder,  rain ; 


LION  ESSE.  91 

Bade  lightaii^  burst  their  mtirky  shfond. 
And  shocks  rebound  fiom  every  clond ; 
Bade  the  vast  innndation  float, 
Bafflmg  descriptive  powers  of  thought — 
Why,  bashful,  check,  by  cold  control. 
The  floods  sublime,  none  else  can  loU  ? 


XIIL 

As  pyramids,  proofs  lasting  stand, 
In  history,  of  the  deluged  land ; 
Like  beacons  blaong  through  the  night. 
No  lapse  of  years  can  quench  her  tight. 

Tradition  doffed  his  airy  shroud ; 
Descended  from  his  amber  cloud ; 
Appeared  on  earth,  in  human  fofm, 
T  attest  the  vast-destroying  storm ; 
Confirmed  the  truth  with  trumpet  sound. 
Of  Cornwall  more  than  half  lies  dfowned ; 
Threw  all  his  splendors  o'er  the  theme. 
Which  ignorance  styled  a  monkish  dream. 

G  2 
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Airftue^-^-whose  deatUess  memory^  blees'd. 
Embalmed,  rests  in  the  Duchy's  breast,—* 
Walked  where  the  tender  myrtles  spread 
Fragrance  midst  dews  soft  evening  shed ; 
While  through  the  elms,  with  broken  gleam. 
Mild  Cynthia  shot  her  quivering  beam : 
He  watched  the  distant  silvery  ray 
Sporting  o'er  wide  St.  Michael's  Bay, 
Studded  with  boats,  which  seemed  to  sleep. 
On  the  calm  bosom  of  the  deep. 
Moss-coated  ash-trees  waved  around 
The  reverent  church  and  hallowed  ground. 
He,  thoughtful  listening,  heard,  sublime, 
The  vespers  of  departing  time ; 
When,  on  his  peaceftil  musings,  broke 
The  historic  muse  'twas  his  t'  invoke ; 
Whose  base  of  &me  she  laid  as  sure. 
And  lasting,  as  his  life  was  pure. 
Obsequious  to  the  iriendly  power, 
Resigns  he  meditation's  hour ; 
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Then  said  flie  muse ; — ''  expect  a  sire^ 
''  Who  more  imparts  than  I  inspire ; 
''  His  name  Tradition;  wisely  weigh 
*'  His  words." — On  night  she  passed  away. 


How  glows  the  breast-,  what  transport  darts. 
Commingling,  from  congenial  hearts! 
Tradition, — ^tmth  his  accents  clad, — 
To  wonderAiI  discoveries  led* 

**  Between  Land's-End  and  Scffly  rocks, 
'^  Snnk,  lies  a  town  that,  ocean,  mocks; 

To  you  the  secret  I  beqneath; 

Nor  e'er  shall  fade  th'  Ustcnric  wreath; 
*'  That,  which,  firom  ages  long  concealed 
'^  Has  Iain,  shaQ,  hmceforth,  rise  revealed.^'f 

While  in  thdr  caves,  luHed,  stonns  remain. 
Poor  fishers  on  the  watery  plain. 


€€ 


t€ 


+  Jhrla»e^^  History  of  Cornwall. 
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Throagh  the  transparent  azure  deeps^ 
Perceive^  in  pfles  and  scattered  heaps. 
High  chimney  tops,  and  trees  sunk  down. 
And  nuns  of  an  ancient  town. 


T  unfold  to  man's  astonished  view 
Grand  scenes  Tradition  never  knew. 
Arose  sublime  the  god  of  day. 
From  whom  fled  lesser  lights  away. 
Bright  history's  Star : — his  piercing  eye 
Sunk  isles,  could,  well  as  towns  descry. 
Wrecked  nature  rises  from  her  trance, 
like  spectres  in  the  wizard's  dance. 

"  The  Syllen  isles,"  he  writes,  "  of  yore, 
"  Were  one,  with  one  continuous  shore ; 
^'  Grreen  hills  they  saw,  and  vales,  extend, 
^'  A  frith  lay  'twixt  them  and  Land's-End, 
**  One  mile  in  breadth : — ^with  lofty  crest, 
''  Rose  sunny  mountains,  south-by-west: 
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Though  tall^  less  noble  heights  in  fonn, 
^'  Opposed  the  northern  tyrant-storm. 
'^  One  in  the  centre  proudly  towered^ 

O'eriooking  plains  with  woods  imbowered ; 

And  spacious^  'neath  its  lofty  side, 

A  populous  city  spread  her  pride: 

SUura  was  her  name  renowned. 

With  glittering  domes  and  temples  crowned. 

These  beauteous  plains,  as  waves  o'erflowed, 
'^  Sunk  with  their  architectural  load. 
^*  Above  the  sur£Bu:e  of  the  main, 
'^  High  mountain  summits,  bleak,  remain ; 
'*  Some  rise  as  rocks ;  some  spread  as  isles, 
^^  From  Land's-End,  distant,  thirty  miles. 
''  Solinu^  frith, — ^the  ancient  name, — 

In  depth  continues  still  the  same ; 

Between  the  Long-ships  and  the  shore. 

Flow  finrty  fathoms,  as  of  yore; 
'*  Immediate  on  their  western  side, 
"  Scarce  twenty,  boasts  the  highest  tide ; 
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Not  moic  tban  eight  tl»Q  o'er  the  plms, 
*'  Where  bleated  Hocks ;  aang^  raral  swainfi.''* 


One  evening,  by  the  doud-wrapt  main. 
That  he,  'mongst  antiquarians,  reign. 
He  hoped,  pennitted  'twere  by  fate; 
He  conid  the  history  more  dilate ; 
Sat  where  the  ceasdess  stedy  wave 
RoUed,  slow,  dismptored  rodu  to  lave ; 
Looked  on  the  gloom,  with  thoughtful  eyes ; 
.And  saw  a  foim  refulgent  rise : 
Her  crown  diffused  an  emerald  glow; 
Adown  her  limbs  robes  purpling  flow ; 
Her  beaming  eye  iUumes  the  strand ; 
She  waves  aloft  a  silver  wand ; 
Advances  buoyant  o'er  the  flood. 
And,  by  the  Star  of  ComwcOl,  stood. 

♦  Whilakcr'a  Supplement  to  Polwhelc^s  History  of 
Cornwall. 
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"  Bebdd/'  abe  says,  '^  as  thou  hast  prayed, 
A  nympb  commissiaiied  to  thy  aid ; 
Sec,  on  th'  horizon  of  my  light, 
''  A  chariot  bniat  the  realms  of  night'' 


ct 
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She  scarcely  spd^e,  "whm  loond  he  turned ; 
The  axle,  viewed^  as  glories  burned. 
Of  azure  deep,  conmiixed  with  gold. 
On  crystal  wheels  it  gorgeous  rolled ; 
Two  chosen  mermaids,  firom  the  main. 
Obsequious  stand  t'obey  the  rein. 
Where  deep  Trewithian's  caverns  reach. 
Dark  yawning  on  the  pebbly  beach. 
The  nymph  through  midnight  gave  a  stroke. 
And,  Instant,  earth's  firm  surface  broke. 
An  fixate  pavement  opened  wide. 
Midst  coral  groves,  below  the  tide : 
He  joyous  mounts :— «nd  her's  the  care 
Of  th*  impatient  nimble-footed  pair. 
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Affrighted  earth,  far  quaking^  rends^ 
As,  fleet,  the  thundering  car  descends ; 
Four  Triton-heralds  ran  before. 
Who,  darting  fax,  hi^  torches,  boze : 
Kind  Kerens  vaults  the  ocean-brine 
To  a  firmammiit,  clear,  crystalline ; 
And  o'er  their  way  the  wat^  rise. 
Arched  like  the  concave  snmm^-skies. 
The  wheels  resotmd  bdow  the  floods, 
like  gathering  winds  'midst  mountain-woods ; 
The  finny  nations,  shoal  on  shoal. 
Stream  like  the  aurora  round  the  pole ; 
While,  o'er  the  mennaids'  flowing  manes. 
The  nymph  shakes  fast  the  silken  reins ; 
And  Cornwall's  Star,  midst  wonders,  lost, 
Hunts  treasures  through  th'  enchanting  coast. 
Enraptured  'neath  the  floods  divine. 
Grand  scenes  he  sees  successive  shine ; 
Deep  in  the  tablet  of  his  breast. 
Not  one  eludes  him  unimpressed ; 
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Not  thrown  on  fleeting  waves  of  thought. 
But  with  a  diamond,  lasting,  wrote. 


More  keen,  the  antiquarian-^ye. 
For  districts,  searched  which  deluged  lie ; 
Oft  fancy  caught  a  rich  perfume. 
Winged  firom  the  hills,  where  myrtles  bloom : 
Oft  when  the  flambeaux,  flaring  bright. 
On  rugged  rocks,  cast  yeUow  light. 
Rose  turrets  high  of  barons'  halls. 
With  beauteous  Helens  on  their  walls. 
Where  ore-weed  edged  the  journey's  side. 
He,  summer,  saw  in  all  its  pride ; 
Could,  o'er  the  level  sands,  descry 
Magnificence  in  ruins  lie ; 
Whilst  grand  triumphal  arches  rise. 
And  sculptured  piUars  pierce  the  skies. 


As  swiftly  roll  the  glowing  wheels. 
So  swift  the  sea  above  congeals ; 
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And,  now,  the  crystal  pteins  expand 
Below  Ocrinum's*  verdant  land : 
The  coursers,  vigorous  fire  inflames ; 
They  wind^  as  in  th'  Olympic  games : 
The  charioteer,  now,  makes  a  halt ; 
St.  Michael's  Bay  rose  one  vast  vault ; 
As  shrink  the  torches*  feebler  light. 
Groves,  bowers,  unf(dd  in  day-beams,  bright ; 
Approaching,  fast,  the  wished-for  goal, 
Joy  flashes  o'er  the  tourist's  souL 


Far  northward,  on  the  lofty  skies 
Like  wintery  doud  the  "  Hoar-Rock"t  ^^ » 
A  vapour  of  fantastic  shape, 
'Tis  from  the  view  allowed  t'  escape ; 
Sublimer  objects,  £bu:,  unfold. 
In  history's  page  to  blase  unrolled. 


•  The  Lizard. 

-f  St.  Michaers  Moant. 
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''  See,  on  the  lawns/'  he  lend  exclaims, 
"  In  Tyrian  purple,  lovely  dames  !*• 

The  nymph  rejdois ; — **  in  western  seas, 
'^  Far  nobler  scenes  exist  than  these :" 
Then  he ; ''  a  lively  transcript,  this, 
**  Of  desolation,  horridness;* 
**  Where  breathes  liie  man  tiiat  wonld  not  weep 
^'  O'er  such  fine  dimes  below  the  deep  V 

Emerged  firom  da/s  fast  ebbing  light. 
Again,  the  torches  banish  night ; 
They  by  the  Dmid  ghosts  are  seen. 
Which  tenant  thy  lone  rocks,  Trerecn ! 
They  glide  along  the  seas  enarched. 
Wondering  what  grand  procession  marched ; 
"  The  Star  of  Cornwall,"  Ocean  calls  ;— 
'fhey  pleased  regain  their  cloudy  hiills. 


*  Wkilaka^B  Supplement  to  Polwbele^s  Historj  of 
CornwalL 
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'Midst  cultured  vallies^  wooded  Mils, 

Churchy  after  church,  the  prospect,  fills ; 

The  solemn  towers,  with  lichens,  grey. 

Rise,  in  succession,  on  their  way : 

The  verdant  ivy  waves  her  leaves. 

Redundant  to  the  sloping  eaves ; 

The  pointed  arch ;  the  circular  bow, 

'Midst  painted  windows  warmly  glow ; 

Funereal  yews ;  the  ash  in  rows, 

O'ershade  each  fabric,  or  inclose.— « 

Hoarse  midnight  owls  assail,  afar. 

The  softened  light  of  Cornwall's  Star ; 

And  boding  ravens  hears  he  croak 

O'er  caves,  where  witchcraft's  cauldrons  smoke. 


When  he  had  the  last  temple  reached, 
MHiere  fathers,  ancient  wisdom,  preached ; 
His  strict  review,  the  whole,  inspects ; 
He,  Worcester's  mistake,  detects ; 
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And  says,  **  the  graye  historian  writes, 
'^  Severn  scare  of  churches,  here,  had  sites ; 
''  Seven  score  of  churches, — what  a  host ! 
'^  Here>  evidence  is  baffled,  lost ; 
''  Seven  score,  conviction,  must  preclade ; 
"  The  whole  Tve  seen,  as  first  they  stood : 
'^  Truth  courts  the  day;  dares  to  despise 

''  iNGOMPREHENSIBILITIfiS ! 

'^  A  casual  dash  his  pen  creates, 
''  Excusable  when  age  relates ; 

He,  in  one  hundred,  errs,  no  doubt ; 

Enough,  in  conscience^  stands  without ; 
"  To  forty  dwindles,  then,  th'  amount, 
**  And  forty  temples,  plain,  I  count  :♦ 

*  **  The  number  of  parish  churches  lost,  is  so  asto-* 
*'  nisbiDgly  great  as  to  baffle  the  power  of  e?ideacef 
**  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  convictioiu  I  there- 
''  fore  take  tpon  me  to  reduce  the  number  from  140 
^  to  forty;  to  cut  off  what  any  dash  ofWoroester^s 
**  pen  might  casually  haTe  created,  the  first  figure." 
(JVUtaktr'i  Supplement  to  Pol  whole's  History  of 
Cornwall.) 
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Hcnce^  all  who  on  history's  sea  embaik, 
''  Will  faithful  note  the  sum  I  mark.** 


As,  blushing,  when  Aurora  dawns. 
Purpling  the  hills  and  dewy  lawns ; 
And  bida,  in  flowing  drapery  rise 
Nighf  s  curtain  to  reveal  the  skies, 
Displajing  silent,  and  sublime, 
A  new  day  on  the  stajre  of  time ; 
Far  *neath  the  vaulted  crystal-height. 
Glows  Lionesso  in  orient  light. 
Their  polished  heads^  proud  turrets  rear. 
And  bright,  as  distant  stars,  appear ; 
Through  lucid  skies,  with  glories  crowned^ 
Blaze  royal  palaces  around« 
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Towns^  blasted  bjr  Destnictkm^s  eye. 
Assume  tbeir  pomp;  majestic  lie : 
Through  willows  nodding  o*er  the  streams, 
Contflntanent's  peaoefel  ooUage  gleams : 
like  molten  silver,  spaxUing  rQls 
Fall  tbrough  the  shades  of  distant  hills* 
Upon  their  wings,  Mand  zephyrs  hove 
Perfumes  enlivening  every  shore. 
Hunongh  avenues  of  genial  planes. 
Of  maples  rich  with  Aeeketed  grains ; 
Soft  lindens  high ;  nmbrageous  oaks ; 
Unknotted  firs  on  shelving  roeks ; 
Of  ash,  the  sonrce  of  martial  spears; 
Of  palm  ^^ch  victory^i  iavonrite  wears ; 
Of  bay  with  purpling  berries  crowned. 
And  ciiesntits  floating  o'er  the  groond; 
Of  stately  elms  'embraced  by  vines. 
And  ivy-wreathed  ascending  pines, 
They  to  iSUifra  hold  Iheii^  way ; 
Her  pomp,  wealth,  dowded  rtieets,  dirv^j 
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Her  moQAded  waUs  with  ramparts  crowned^ 
Where  warriors  walk  their  glittering  round  ^ 
Her  citadels ;  aerial  spires. 
Beaming  on  heaven,  like  kindling  fixes; 
Overwhelmed,  the  sage's  eye  gnows  dim. 
Through  seas  of  .Uiss  his  senses  swim ; 
With  firantic  bopnd  the  car  he  quits. 
Leaps, — ^sings, — with  no  well-balanced  Wits. 
Meanwhile,  the  nymph  drops  loose  the  rein ; 
The  blue-eyed  sisters  of  the  main. 
Who,  with  the  rapid  journey,  smoked. 
From  the  resplendent  pole,  unyoked,    . 
Repose,  vrithin  a  verdant  square. 
And  comb,  refreshed,  their  dewy  hair. 


O  who  can  paint  the  wondrous  throng ; 
The  spacious  streets  ghosts  poured  along. 

Of  all  who  drowned  had  been : . 
In  occupations,  some  employed, 
Day^  pass,  a^  whep  they,  erst,  ei\joyed> 

On  earth,  lifers  busy  scene. 
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Anointfdwialth^  athletic  ail,  , 

Strong  wre^lte-fsblulto  j[iitotoiig  tl^.ttHl; ; :. 

The  unsubstantial  ring    '         I 
Si^gadi^'onag^ftBsy  niontid^.'   :  >  > ;. 
And,  that  the  oo&qnCirQr'ft  ItfoW  h^  crowAed> 

Some,  pahna  ttinipj^alj^bringi       ' 


tn  cars,  some  guide  the  flowing  lein'r    'i-    -J 
Bright  warrior-ljnea  spread  o'er  the  phuif  i :  { 

The  martial,' ainidsoe&dz'  .'    'V' 

Hie  sOkdn banners,  rastUng,  fly:    i  .  / 
In  halls,  baids,  cheered  by  Beaul/s  eyc^  ^ ' 

In  minstrelsy,  contendi  '.'     v 


Priests,  who,  on  the  cathedral  toiirer. 
Had,  whilom,  breathed  life's  latest  hour. 

Amidst  their  watery  grave  \ 
And  Bishop,! .whom  the  deafeHedbells 
Wanned  of  his  doom,  a^'falls  oriSW#si  ^ 

Destruction'*  roaring  waT<       .  \  • 
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Now,  round  tha  shadowy  banquet  sit, 
Enliyening,  by  Aeir  ]K>li£died  wit. 

Their  solitary  home  >^ 
When  Cornwall's  Star  appears,  they  hope^ 
Arrives  His  Holiness,  the  Pope, 

Bearing  the  Keys  fi^m  Rome. 


« 


Poor  colony  of  sools  ne'er  lay 
In  pnrgatorjr,  long,  as  Ihey ; 

Their  joys  nnbonnded  flow ; 
Then,  with  nectaieous  goblets,  flashed, 
Antidpatli^  grace,  they  mshed. 

To  kiss  the  Pontiff^s  toe  1 


As  strolled  he  on,  soon  meets  his  eye. 
What  gave  to  feme  the  Tyifan  dye; 
A  massive  cauldrcm  stpod  of  tin  :<— 
On,  snow«wldte  webs,  to  k  cast  in. 
The  ptfpwa's  Uood,  which  boiling,  mixed, 
Was^  by  metallic  virto^  fixed; 


Hence^  i^Mraedforth  tte  reacted  iQ|»f 


He  ascends  the  tl^«Hi6  wheia  vnihfA&jfeBa, 
Wrat  up  the  pe^  of  I4ch»esSQ. 
^'  Kings  of  tlie  eartli,^  he  >%6tit3,  ellcie, 
**  I  ^iTy  not  yont  lofty  state; 
f*  When  Eiirop^lay  tilM^aMU^'fi^mB,     ' 
f*  T^^8  chair  witli  Majes^  was  graced." 

His  main  design  was  to  pirocoia 
Old  records,  ocean-floods  immnre ; 
In  vain  he  searched ;  whilst  anxious  grew 
The  nymph,  as  hours  in  wailing  flew. 

She  monnts  the  dyariot ;— fode  in^neslk 
Of  t^e  Iqm^  gw^  enthusiast } 
And  meets  liim  at  the  college  gates^ 
Whilst  witl)  himself  be  yf^^m  debates ; 
Then  says/' the  tun^,  by  fate  d^pleed> 

f^  Has  nearly  ptu^ed ;— «idess  you  speedy 

w3 
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"  The  crystalEiie;  tnSt,  arch  ioay  fall^        ' 
^  And whclmyottji and  jronr conqneste^  aB.'^ 
He,  bold,  replies  with  kindling  ire, 

^'  The  little  space  to  Inie. allowed^  »  .j 
^^  Is  ^\tn4)ea]a  .th]^^(^  f^  ^^^^  .cloud*' 

Hermfldentx9i»ti!?s,*iftrej^ta|i,,  , 

And^  |]9.a.Joi|ger  staj,  iiuostf.  - 

<  •  •  •      •    I . ' » 
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mut^ttfm^ 


The  firitti  c^deep  SbBhns  laVed 
Dread  threshold  of  fell  witchctaiftfe  daves ; 
Within  Tolpedcm's  airy  view. 
Their  orgies,  nfow,  the  ha^s  pursue ; 

And,  in  their  midnight  cell  intent, 

« 

^ap  ocean^s  vaulted  firmament ; 
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Ingredients  in  the  caoMnm  throw. 
Of  ConiwaII'4i  Stat  to  damp  the  glow. 


•i 


-.r-  !^ 


''  What,V  one  h  sSHet  aAA,  ^  eocfieets 
''  He  ?  pMirtB'  he  sebMing  lost*  effects^  ' 
''Nb^heTansacksSihurafbd^MMii;'     '  ' 

f*  Our  grand-dames^  nohIj%  tiniied  tlbrf  ficfe ; 
''  Bade  navies  (/er  sank  castles  ride ;     ' 
**  Let  loosetjie  winds*  with  lawless  irw^ ; 
''  Whelmed  finests^  dntarches,  in  the'de^ ; " 
''  Destniction,  drove,  with  fiovdng  rdns, 
''  O'er  lioneSse  an^  all  ber  plains ;  * 
'*  Their;  i9eils>-4iy  t^htDg  songhft  in  tain, 
**  tlajiMBi  Mi'Seoreh  below  the  main/' 

Then tho' eider weifd^ '< tf such Usaim,  ' 
**  111  drown  him,  or  consume  with  flame ; 
^  ThoQ|^na(tareaIl,  Us  empire  own,  ' 
f*  Nor  twinkle  one  3tiur  before  his  frown/' 


lia  WITOHORArr. 

In  night  fiba  pliM^^r  vesdyed  to  foil 
The  flntiflnflTwn'ft  ftnyiow  toiL 


I     ■  ) 


H0,  dis^T^^t  to^tha  nyflnirfif  \ 
Had  stniyed.^  in  alal^  of  l|n»pb: 

A«,  V^«ifr:nlfitQBt ''  AoeJtand^ 
Nor  wateni,  lonnd  his  way>  9Xpand» 
^cff  liquid  air ;  oCea^  c^nq^psed^/ 

^^  Th'  ondianted  loediAni  lAtoipcxt^^ 


>    . » 


« 


« 


Beforehjiia  towen  and'pUtaia  lajr; 
Tiiniapbal  arcbe«i,  soi^tiiied,  grey ; 
Tho  T€»tigw  of  sqpiaiea  tfarowil  d<NRm 


I  • 


"  Alas  r  sitid  he,  **  theae  misA  Ue. 
*'  InqyiriBg  d«oep  adliloqny ; 


WiTCttCllAM. 

''  MatadM  o[tmemiMiidAgB. 
'' Ye  consecrated  d0Bie»  of  ItdiA, 
^' TlRien  pletjr^  MriliiiMria}  bi^^ 
^  Symj^VdMlws,  fO0ef  ii  od^nm^  licfc, 
*'  Bound  ev^  p^,  in  ^^  niciie. 
'' Ye  haHi  of  teloqmeiiee^  ^iM^  rii^ 
<*  With  speeehos  in  old  CcmmS^mtongM ; 
Ye  paiaote,  and  piineely  walb^ 
Wheie  leiieea  tiimaged ;  aMemMed,  baBsj 
I  give  tcFybnecMpiMidn's  teitf ; 
Perhaps,  tnuadErained  to  a  diunond  clear^ 
^  May  'Ocean,  ni6ve  Idmaelf  to  dbci^ 
'^  Sospc^tfitfriim  Ufi  pMfi^^ 
^'  Hark !  throngh  the  watery  realms  profound^ 
^'  The  mined  vanlts  <tf  ftnes  resound ; 
<'  0*ergroiit»  iriib  weed  of  ^treons  gfeeny 
**  Lie  broken  avdvsi^  ttixed  betw^, 
''  Ohl  Ninihieh ;  waOcJd  feibylta/ 
^*  like  yofu,  in  fomer  agesy  ^ne ; 


i€ 


it 


€i 


€€ 
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'<LikeyoaUei»j|Ill|lNm«i^:argTOimd;  . 
^'Thehimd(iadmobI#tawiiaof{Ciete^     ^ 
^' Nor  Test%6  lMia9l<  Qf  V  (iqoaie^  jor  ^tiMt ; 

^< Persep$#ifT-i4p0pieif9Dd ii^ w^      i/Ui,};   ' 
•*  Troy,  J[^fM3p48qMnu.Si4i»F^'«  |)iid0;j,;  i    . 
'^^  like  alia4i9wy!  glivtasii  past  me  glide,  i . . 
'' Sepulch^r^d.i^^^tii^^  nuns  sleep, ,     :    ' 
"^  1141^0  Aee^Sflmra t  '|mtt]i;tbedeep.  '^  < 
'' The  daaadllig  pwip^^teiiui^  .  .    ' 

''  Wealt}!^  tmpfttH^  beaotgr^  ddngM  saiAtr, 


.  . .  .  .« 


Of  all  t}ie  fidies  ui.  tk^^  SmM ;  '  >/ tn<i    1.1 
He  nortbwasd  loQJted )  sfiiw>  i(i^  aadasebi 
A  shoal,  lil^Q  Jity's  ijAid-mliMQe,  blu^.;: 


*  "•> 
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Hie  splendootedftiie  fishy  wan  i 
Spread  glories  M  ft  fidrf  liall« 
The  pionems  Who'mamhed  in  vaii> 
Seenied  dir  iiiTiaiblp  ta  fiin ) 
Instead  of  flying  or  eschewing^ 
His  path  whilst  Iw  <ke  soeae  went  TicNfinI, 
They  sail  conxi^peoostiiioiigli  the  floodii  ! 
Respectful  halt:^-^tent  hestood. 
Watching  liieirccrioQs,-^Hrtead]^  eyes  t^' ' 

''  Melpomene^  sweet  Mtase/'  he  cries, 
^' Thineis^e  powei^  liy  fiita^s  decfcees, 
^' T^insfrfve  mute  fishes  of  the  «eas,  •'>.: 
'' And  ghrethdr  organs  nttetano^ ; 
'^  O  teaVenot Biy  BBseaioli to  chande^i    ; 


The  wilHng  mnse  soon  as  he  spoke. 
Grants  what  his  ftprent  words  inToke.    . 
Inspired,  her  power  a  Dory  <hvtis; 
And  Qttgis,  ^here  stood  the  queen  of  towD3*'' 


it 


it 


it 


Tlie  sage,  its  sflvei^tmisOe^  nirtiad; 
On  iiifonnatioii:gitfat|  lelied  s 
Asks  "  if  it  can  dbHgiiig  shotTi 

Where  tomes  pf  Ustor^lOdgeiMkywl 

Orany  antiquaium lore^ 

To  prove  iKm  Cenvml  iri^OBtt  of  fon  V^ 
To  practise  najiceiit  eloontam, ' 
John  answeis,  by  cifcmnlocattoii; 

^' Dqputed  by  so  sweet  •  mitse, 
^^  No  &)voinr  asked  cait  I  leftuie* 
'' Leamed  jDimfeM^  ybn  liave  read ; 
'^  He  of  our  fiunily  stands  tiie  head; 
^'The  wredu  of  time  has  he  sutvived; 
^'  From  bis  fiuned  name  is  imr's  deriTe4  { 
'^  Thus,  Diodorus  clearly  gives 
^'  Z>ortis--^hich,  porein  Dmy^  lives; 
^^  The  cambpsas  first  D  we  erase, 
^' That  classic  <d  ftetfy  Uaae; 
^'  The  isc^ioofanen  this,  hmg  years,  ago« 
^  Py  4n^'Ae«i$,  transformed  to  Jo  / 


^  More  tengthetiedf  as  rritod  ages  <m> 
''  Sage  antiqiiBiiaiia  m^^kiad  us  JbJbt  / 
''  Should  Dk^OTM  e'erlbe  k>8t» 
^' In  each /ote  i)i«iy  snina  his  ghost  ^ 
'<  By  this  you  know  why  I  appear, 
''IT  Msistyoi^iii  3fopc  leamed  career/' 

(He  bows,  req^Actfid^  iMfn^ering,  aone 
E'er  ;iaticed  smA  iiM  JB^rmoii;^ 

''  When  thnndering^  iccHdisraptured  plains, 
**  Our  stations^  fipec^  irotn  winter's  chains, 
"  We  to  this  ruiued  Athms  come; 
"  Travel  improves  us, — though  we're  dumb ; 
*'  Our  student-vanr-^be  fswt^  winds  far, 
''la  atraggUng  jmiips  to  th' artie  8$t^ 
'<  You,  distant  yond^  see  appear, 
"  Shy,  as  they  se^  aBacbalor  here ; 
'' Ere  the  great  hody  onward  xdOL 


Follow,  Illshow  an^ancient  4199011."; 


" --——--   ., 


.  t  .   .  'i  . 


John  sinm»  M<|ftto  tiuPQUgh  gothic  oellt, 
Transfomecl,  now,  to  ethereal  wells. 


lift  ynrcncjBLAPti 

Then  diaappears  >-^tb  pagrim^^seadii 
The  Star  of  Cknuwal^  dcmii  a  hoel. 
His  head,  in  marUe  dfMiety  dipt. 
Where  lay  a  Tyrian  waiwuKaripii .    p. 


Overpowered  with  jc^,  «t  what  Ji^  founds 
Losing  his  pois6,  benear  wm  drowned.-  • 
Two  ambush'd  crabs,  in  afUMEr  teonaoe^ 
iSprihg  valiant  for  the  martial  onsets 
But  lail,  ihoagh  they  lik^  Spartans  racedy 
Their  attic  salt  to  bid  bini  tarte. 


Proud  of  his  trophy  he  latumed  ^ 
The  Nymph  with  strong  iinpatiaice  bttm^/ 
Bemonnts  he  with  tiie  dripping  roD/    i-' 
Obedient  to  her  mild  eontrol^ 
But  great  alam  b'^rspreadsfceir  fiu^j 

f 
Since  he  had  left  her  guardian  care, 

Port^ntoaib  shocks  conyiilsed  the  air« 


In  vain  dBui  tibey  Aeir course  retraee  ^    -^^ 


;    1     1 1 .  ■  • 
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Tbe  spdl-armed  weiid^  with  rathked  abtoke, 
The  skies  e^er  doomed  Sibtra  broke; 
Descended  'midst  a  rnshiiig  sound 
Of  doiids  on  clonds  tossed^  sm^^lng  roond^ 
The  fiiendly  nymph  sayls,  heaving  sighs^ 
'' The  way  b&  ours  tiiat  shorteiBt  lies ; 
''  East  to  Sofiniuf  tnOt,  the  whi 
''  I  guide,  to  save  yon  fiom  the  main/' 


XVIIL 

Disrnptnied^  heaven's  wide  concave  pourg 
The  torrent  seast  as  thunder  roars. 
Along  the  swimmimg  plains  they  dash, 
WhOst  sleety  lif^i^iungs,  vivid,  flash ; 
And,  when  iSbftn^  Mth  tiiey  reach. 
The  heaving  tide  dad  either  beach. 

**  That  Mth/'  he  shouts,  **  'tb  learnedly  shown, 
"  Ere  lion^ise  viras  drowned,  o'erthrown, 
"  Mote  than  a  mOe,  extended  wide, 
"  Too  deep  flK  loigkt  MdOBS  to  fide." 


€S 
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''  Talk  not  of  knights  !*'— The  moment  seke, 
''  On  it  hangs  ComwaU^s  destinies ; 
**  Ruin  inoeases,  as  we  go. 

From  heaven  above ;  iiom  earth  below ; 

Mark^.how  th'  unsteady  chariot  teels, 

"Tifrill  soon  be  floated  off  the  wheels; 
''  Nor  dare  I  yentore  on  the  coast,    > 
*'  Else  £Ette  decrees,  all  will  be  lost.'' 

*'  Nine  furlongs  to  the  very  brim, 
''  What  antiquarian  e*er  could  swim  T 
^'  The  channel  narrows  to  the  east,''* 
Rejoins  he,  as  his  fears  increased. 

At  last  the  conscious  mermaids  stood. 
Where  on  the  Mth  sand-banks  protrude  ^-^ 
And  bidding  her  a  kind  adieu^ 

Himself  into  th'  abyss  he  threw, 

,     , .  . . 
Like  Caesar  with  his  Latin  roll. 

He  braves  the  deep  with  dauntless  soul. 


•  fvUiukgi^i  SspftaMBt  lti»  Polwhek'f  Hiftoiy  of 
Corawall. 
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Oaring  M9  iray  with  Ivlsty  stit>kto. 
Till  reached  he^  safe^  Belerium'sf  rocks. 


The  nyinph>  when  he  had  gsuned  the  land. 
Congratulating,  waves  ber  hand ; 
And,  like  a  star  in  eTening  dew. 
Swift  o'er  the  roaring  waters  flew. 


Absorbed  ia  thoiight,  he  slowly  paced, 
^Midst  rolling  mist,  the  heathy  waste. 
All  natnre  listening  passive  lay 
Drenched,  as  around,  dash  clouds  of  spray. 
A  haggard  farm,  before  bim,  stem. 
Sat  on  a  storm-defying  kam ; 
Her  elflock-hairs,  tosi^,  waving,  fly. 
And  break  the  glare  shot  firom  her  eye. 

*'  Hail  Star  of  History !"  rising  slow. 
She  said,  ^'  Eke  mom  thy  glories  glow; 


+  The  LttidVBttd. 


''  Thy  trayelB  deck  thee  with  a  crown^ 

*'  Heaven  fell  to  cnuh ;— -mas  rose  to  diowa* 


0*er  the  bleak  heath  he  beat  his  \eay. 
For  lauds  knovring  no  decay. 


The  lightnings  beamed  a  lurid  lights 
When^  at  the  cave^  arrived  the  sprite ; 
The  sisters  met  her  with  a  yell ; 
''  Would  thou  wert  scattered  with  thy  spell !'' 

Then  she  as  fierce ; — ^'  the  wondrous  maq^ 
*'  With  antidotes^  withstood  ipy  plan ; 
''  No  herb  of  grace^  no  holly-branch> 
*'  Waved  in  his  hand^  heaven's  fires  to  qucmcli ; 
''  No  amianthus  with  him>  bore^ 
'^  A  circle  round  my  way  to  score ; 
''  No  betony-blossoms,  in  his  breast, 
**  He  stuck,  that  I  o'erawed  desist. 
**  Impregnable,  high  towers  his  mind, 
«<  Like  castle^  with  battalions,  lined^^ 
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Scared  Notaie^  as  dieir  jaMogsxMSi^ 
Bdiolds  th0  wdemne  dawn  of  peaoe  r 
The  glooms  disperse  on  wings  of  night ; 
The  hHls  rise  tipped  widi  golden Ught; 
The  thunder^  die ;  the  winds  axe  laid^ 
And  sun-beams,  o'er  Silora,  play^  j 


•     J    ' 


.       ..'!    .  • 


«  I 


MI  '; 

XIX. 


'  0it\tMti^v»: 


The  43age,  (With  antiqpigian  .carci, 
Evolyes^  in  tempentte-favoiuing  air^ 

The  ancient  sim^— &ee  fioin  decay^ 

•  '       _    •    " 

Tisyrdontied  by  tli^  sn^Uqg  day,. 


,     •    •    ;'■ 
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Th^ree  thousand  years  have  circled  roopJ, ' 

Polwhele  writes,  *^  since  Phoenicia  found 

I  2 
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'^  The  SyUen  iflleib  <uid  gave  the.aaiM:    > 
''  Of  Coniwatt's  fiiumanes  to  fime." 


Enriched^  finrt^  mth  her  jomeral  «torea. 

Of  flocks^  Pho»ida'8  hflls^  ifvhkh  cto^^noA, 
His  the  most  numerous^  most  renowned. 
In  wool,  his  bleating  sheepfolds  reared. 
With  mnrex  tinged,  her  chiefs  appeared. 
Twas  he  first  gave  the  crimson  tint. 
The  great  result  of  accident. 
Of  his  attendant  dos  he  viewed 
The  mouth,  with  purpling  stains,  embued ; 
These,  he  on  seah^h,  surprised,  beheld. 
Had,  from  the  wounded  murex,  welled : 
On  woofs  tile  glowing  dye  he  spread, 

r 

While  Tyre  shone  in  the  ][>onip  of  trade ; 
Hence,  rose  her  towers  of  costly  stones ; 
Her  merchants,  from  their  radiant  thrones, 
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Frequent  her  marts^  and  to  her  shores^ 
Arabia,  Kedar^  bring  their  stores. 
She^  of  the  waters^  sits  as  queen^ 
The  worid^  admiring^  crowds  the  scene ; 
And  Lionesse,  her  tin,  supplied. 
To  enrich  the  shnttle^s/flowery  pride. 


An  time,"  shouts  ComwaUV/Star, ''  shall  know. 
What  thanks  I  good  John  Dory  owe ; 
Melpomene! — ^At  every  boar^i - 
Where  this  is  read,  wiU  he  be  adored: 
^'  T^y  9ft>  by  Him,  confionw  mankind 
/'  In  .tKi9A^  IM>  former  t^  comUk  fim^' 
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*•       iietter  or iiii^Uiitii|ttt«;'^    '  ' 
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TA€jEr«f  PAcentciaitii;Ao  landed  iii  Cornwall, 

written  froih  Silura,  the  capital  of  Lion- 
esse,  to  the  eeMte  if  Tifre,  &ne' ihcfUsand 

twohm&fedyearSfbrfore  the  Chrititian  erd. 

The  distant  land,  whose  spreading  fame, 
Thiongfa  6anl,  to  learned  Phoenicia  came. 

Hare  I,  Mdcarthus,  fortunate  foond ; 
And,  to  the  senate,  full,  relate 
Effects  which  on  a  yo3rage  wait. 

Fate,  favouring,  with  success,  has  crowned* 
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^ose  colonies^  onr  fathers  led. 

When  they  from  Joshua's  yengeance  fled. 

Around  our  sea^s  extensive  shores, 
Surviying  in  their  sons,  conspire. 
To  emulate  distinguished  Tyre, 

And  waft  o*er  earth  her  purple  stores. 


Grateful  for  pure  religion's  boOfi, 
Two  columns  to  the  stm  and  moon. 

The  pious  nations,  reverent,  rear ; 
FAres,  wliich  perpetual  on  them  blaze. 
Symbolic,  through  the  starry  ways,^ 

Ijead  minds  to  heaven  i?ith  holy  fear. 


The  Baleaies  show  a  seal. 
Congenial  with  out  coiilmoti  weal  ;-^ 

Thence,  ftvoured  by  propitious  gales, 
t,  onward,  steered  >-«-Tartessus  port. 
The  last  to  wliich  our  sUps  resort. 

Received,  with  joy>  th'  »ibroider^d  sailsi 
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The  cedar  masts^  whilst  billows  swells 
Prone^  as  oq  Lebanon  they  fell. 

Moan  'midst  the  tempest's  dragon-wings ; 
Cantion,  whiph  th'  Arvad  pilot  arms. 
To  sleep,  the  storm  of  oceai^  chants ; 

Us  to  Gadira,  safely,  brings : 


There,  on  the  eastern  side  soblime. 
To  welcome  day's  refiilgent  prime, 

A  fane  of  true  religion  stands ; 
Though  worshipped  be  the  heayenly  host. 
The  pillar-fire,  devotion,  most^ 

From  th'  as^€9^bled  midtitode^  commands. 


Gadira,  all  her  sacred  place. 

The  thon^t  of  ei^rtUy  things  t'  eSe^c^ 

With  glass/in  iUrhMoBw,  paves; 
The  floor  expanding  to  the  view. 
Seems  water  tinged  with  heaven's  own  blue. 

Which  pkras  breaUungB  form  in  waves* 
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Two  ddmnnSf  in  her  temple^  rise. 
To  yonder  lights  whidh  mle  the  skies> 

Where^  holy  fires  perpetaal  blaze ; 
The  sjrmbol  of  the  parent  sun 
Is  massive  gold ;  as  ages  ran. 

The  type  of  ^kury  ne*er  decays. 

The  emblem  of  the  paler  moon^ 
Is  yitreous  stone ;  as  evening,  soon. 

Light  bursts  through  every  flaming  pore : — 
Devotion-songs,  symphoinous,  rise  ;-^ 
And,  when  day's  orb  ascends  the  skies. 

Crowds,  through  his  type,  again  adoie. 


T'  exhibit  attributei^  to  sense,     ^ 
Conferring  virtue,  eloquence,^ 

Towers  sui^-browned  stc^tue,  ia  the  air. 
Bald, — ^the  remaining  hairs  are  giey ; 
His  furrowed  features,  'niidst  a  ray 

Of  wisdom,  ri#e,  bespeaking  care. 
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Chains,  from  hifllips  in  radiant  glowj 
Of  gi^en  links  and  amber,  flow. 

To  lead  the  captiyated  ear 
Of  nnmeroos  gionps,  who  crowd  around, 
Courting  the  fetters ;— to  be  bound. 

Emulous,. hastemng,  soanea^^fiear* 


This,  enigmatic,  shows  to  day. 

What  grateful  Ibougfats  these  shores  conrey, 

F6r  wise  Phoenicians  lasting  care. 
That,  by  her  institutions,  laws. 
And  mild  persuasion,  friendly,  draws 

Man,  every  social  bliss,  to  share. 


Gadira  stands  another  name 
For  earth's  extent,  and  Tytian  fame ; 
There,'  naTigators^  suppliant,  slay 

•  •     • 

The  sacnfioe :— ^with  dvteotas  mind, 
I,  in  the  solemn  office,  jmned ; 
Tlien^  ventttious^  hdd  my  destined  way. 
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Artabrimn^  unty  omr  iBttiy,  incites,     * 
Where  jiUltMA  fl1%|-  'dddst  lioly  Avis, 

Beligion's&itMU  sMUi' adore  ^^^   • 
THendi^;  by  tiie*8tat§/oitf  fHendly  gidd 
We  voyage  ^tite' palfiless  tided/    ^-  '' 

To  dsitttiit  Odiifi^  w^Mm  sKote. 


Th' uihabltaiits^  expert,  rediii^  ' 
Metallic  drai  the  niiiies  pW>diice: 

Tin,  o'er  thef  Utuhih^  copper/8|»r^ai(^ 
Profiisdj  flowed  in  liquid  streams, 
Emittitfg  rayff,  I9ce  sil'^ry  beams. 

And,  as  a  plate>  congealing  ctad»  ' 


I  t 


Their  splendid'  bMlntineMB  of  war ;      < 
The  sUeld,11i^  spear,  th^'batfte-oir,  •: 

Shine,  daiealing,  by  tiie/  slSftil  aytj 
The  harness  of  the  ndbl^  faol*8e. 
With  orient  %ht  illnmes  the  cmtM, ' 

As  Oanl's  pkimed  warrioiB  onward  dart 
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To  a  deity^  Hk9j,  VukaB,  name,        . 
From  whom  the.  usefiil  knowiedge  came. 

Of  raising  oie^  aad.  to  lefinfi^ 
They  temples  lear ;— and  spoilg  acquired 
By  war,  in  Cestive  ciurb^  attire^ 

They^  gnUejhl,  ofibr.at  hisi  phi^m. , 


'  i, 


The  isles  of  Tin,  (where  now  I 
Soon  rose  upon  the  longing  sight : — > 

The  deitiefi,  here,  ficst,  revered^ . 
Were  trees^  and  wateT'rjKiols,  a^  lakes. 
Or  marsh  that  'neath  the  wandei#r  quakes ; 

There,  piiest  aPBbd  people  met  and  ii9ai;ed. 


A  Grecian  e^kmy  them  4uAgfat 

Faith,  mth  mblHner:  tevii^tik,  fiEangbt ;         . 

One  G^i^til^^  Cans^:  of  ttmsi  thoy  i^nim ; 
Ck>nforming  to  thf  Giecjan  niQde> 
The  attrilNUes  olmUnre's  God,  .   , 

To  WMna  femis  thegf We  moolded  down. 


I 


Some  isles^  iMnr  Oaml,  «tfid  AJbion'^^^imsty 
No  bomaii  iMbHalioii  boMi  j 

Priests,  some,  and  piiestesses,  contain ; 
And  otheiB  haTe.deriTed  HMx  naine, 
From  heroes  of  dktfaagidMied  fiauBue ; 

Those  oC  kind  Genii  s<lme  letaia. 


To  cleanse  the  soul  from  what  defied. 
Their  dead  they  bom  4m  ftmeral  piles ; 

DeaA,  aS'  k  passage  dark,  they  view, 
Condncting'iiD  another 'fftate,  • 
Where  deified,  the  good  and  great. 

Hymns,  sapfittcationB,  fond,  pttrsoe. 


The  sovereign  traoes  his  descent 

To  those  lAom  Oreece  had,  whilom,  sent ; 

O'er  independent  Sftates,  walled  towns. 
He  duef  p!resldes ;  deputed,  thc^. 
O'er  th'  infiMor  pro^ces,  bear  crway. 

And  wear'aa  fiefe  their  Tassal«cn>wns. 
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t  . .  I 


H,e^  with  bis  nobles^  came  t'  inspect 

Th'  embroidered  sails,  and  benches  deck'd 

With  ivory; — I^  at  his  desire. 
Described  tiie  golden  pomp, — the  thfones. 
Radiant  'midst  gems  and  starry -sones. 

Of  Ocean's  queen,  commeidal  Tyre. 


Impressed  with  pure  Phoenicia's  creed, 
He^  tplerant,  offered  to  concede 

Isl^,  where  I,  peaceful,  might  erect 
Religion's  shrink : — in  these  shall  barn 
The  pillar-fires,  till  I  retom. 

And  £Mtl|'s  xefolgent  obain^  connect. 


Tin,  plentiful,  the  land,  o'erspreadi^. 
As  grains  of  sand»  the  nver  beds : — 

Long,  as  tiie  rites,  I  plants  aidure 
In  neighbouring  isle,  (oi^  me  bestowed^ 
Treasiures^.as.yast  as  ever  flowed, 

"r-ne  bids  me  say,  I  now  secure. 
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The  fhdtflil  fUum  akow  natiire^s  care  | : 
The  meads  aie flowery ;  Uand  the  air; 

The  Grecian  cokmj,  eodled; 
And  interoovTBe  with  foreign  shores^ 
Wafting  their  ships  for  mineral  stores^ 

Have  ijoade  tl|e  baibaroqs  natum  rnild^ 


Brutas,  through  years  of  smiling  peace,, 
His  kingdom^  raised^  to  rival  Greece. 


When  he  the  debt  of  natore  paid^ 
Locrine^  his  son,  the  sceptre^  swayed. 
Few  yeafB  auspicious  hailed  Ids  mign. 
When  hostflenavy  ploughed  the main^ 
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Humber^  its  chiefs  with  bartiaii^ss  bands. 

Invades,  lays  waste,  the  northern  lands. 

Locrine  marched  nameions  troops  to  meet 

Those  landed  firom  the  hostile  fleet. 

They  fought  upon  a  barren  heath. 

Where  Humberts  strimgth  lay  stretched  in  death* 

The  victor  king,  prompt,  gave  command. 

To  wreck  the  vessels  o*er  the  strand. 

His  warriors  'midst  the  plunder  find, 

A  captive  who  in  sorrow  pined ; 

And  her,  deputed  heralds  bring, 

A  present  to  the  youthM  king. 


Her  high  accomplishments  evince 
The  daughter  of  a  German  prince. 
Whom  Humber  sdaed,  'midst  weeping  bowers. 
When  he  had  burned  her  £atther^s  towers. 
Her  mpdest  mien;  her  opening  charms. 
Repay  Locrine  for  late  alarms ; 
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Her  ivory  neck ;  ber  eyes  of  doe ; 
Her  bos<Hii  livaliiig  new  fidlen  aiow ; 
Her  ruby  lip ;  cheeks,  where  repose 
The  lily's  hue  and  bhudiing  rose ; 
And  her  whole  form,  and  speech,  combine, 
To  win  the  chief  of  Britain's  mie. 
Estrilda  was  the  fidr  one's  name. 
Who  thus  inspired  so  sodden  flame.— < 


Around  the  land  it  soon  was  known. 
He  meant  to  raise  h^  to  the  throne. 


Meanwhile,  the  dnke,  with  Wise  intent. 
Rules  Cornwall  through  her  wide  extent ; 
Good  customs  grew ;  laws,  he  enacts ;     • 
Afiiedrs  of  state,  with  skiD,  transacts. 
High  castks  rise  on  strengthened  hiUs ; 
New  towns,  thronged  population  fills. 
Round  all  her  coast  outstretching  fieur. 
Were  ^ufagects  trained  for  peace  and  war. 
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Reward  of  toils,  to  crown  his  rest. 
His  hallSy  one  lordy  daughter  graced. 
And  solemn  promise  made  had  been. 
She  shonld  be  Britain's  future  qneenr 


When  to  her  fierther  ^twas  conveyed, 
Locrine  made  vows  to  foreign  maid; 
Against  the  sovereign  high  incensed. 
The  distant  jonmey  he  commenced ; 
And  hastening  to  the  royal  tent, 
{Showed  be  such  measures  would  resent 


'*  Tou  mean,  on  JBritain's  throne  to  place 
^*  A  captive  of  a  barbarous  race : 
^'  Was  it  for  this,''  he  cried,  **  I  bled, 
^  In  doubtful  wars  your  father  led ; 
^<  Brought  him  victorious  on  his  way, 
f*  To  land,  as  king,  ^  TbAtes  quay ; 
**  No,  Sir,  long  as  this  right  band  shakes, 
f^  With  pristine  strength^  my  battle-axe, 
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''  Shall  other  qiaen  adorn  yoor  hed, 

''  But  she  to  whom  first  vows  yon  made.*' 


On  thaty  his  red  eye  darthig  fire,  • 
The  fatal  weapon,  raised  he  higher. — 

Blood  to  prevent,  and  fiitare  woes. 
The  nobles,  wisely,  interpose ; 
Oblige  Loaine,  his  swoid,  upon. 
Swear  to  keep  fitith  widi  Gnendolon. 


Then  Coiincens  homeward  flew. 
To  acquaint  her  of  the  interview  ^-' 
And  gracefol,  she,  with  heart  date. 
Prepares  herself  for  royal  state« 


O'erawed  by  battle-axe  and  blade. 
The  king  foregoes  the  foreign  maid ; 
But  wan  of  sieel,  or  hedge  of  spears, 

Pamps  not  the  love,  ton  her,  he  bears. 

K  2 
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In  secret  Vale^  -mken  high  woods  fioimed. 

Retreat  .waa  for  JBstrilda  foimd  ; 

And  'twas  proclaimed^  the  silent  grove^ — 

So  intricate -liiQjlfitod  of. lote^^-^.. 

Is  consecrated,  M  th'  abode 

Of  calm^IlQVPtiw's  mial^god,         >  - 


In  princely  pomp  asfed  6iribndoii£mfeet,i 
He  goes  on  board  hidroyal  iBeet^  ' 
And  favouring  breezes,  soon,  convey 
The  vessels  to  Val's  aiBide  .bay.  -  ? . 
From  ComwidlV  dacal  towers,  are  seen 
The  sails  which  long  to  waft  Ifaeiqueen^ 


'Twas  Antomn.     On  the  heaving  tide. 
With  winding  8weq;i,  the  gaUies  tide ; 
As  th*  oars  'midst  wakening  8aB4)eams  rise, 
Along  the  sluNres  light,  stveamiag,  £ies.   • 
Refulgent,  when  the  noontide  ray 
Drove,  hovering,  slow,  the  shades  away. 
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Oaks  spread  ^akat  txmgbji  o*ei  naimtfs  bteost^ 
Where,  now,  Trdgofhiiaii  rears  his  crest; 
Whilst  stately  on  the  aznre^dods,  ' 
Where  mirror'd  sleep  the  cbebkeveS  woods. 
To  the  smooth  beach,  waves,  emiilolis,  tmng 
Tlie  British  cdort,.  asid  biidegroom^king. 

Steep,  grassy,  broad,  the  castle  monnd^ 
Encircled,  bold,  a  rising  ground; 
Within,  of  nigged  grandenr,  high. 
The  turrets  pierce  the  misty  sky ; 
Below  the  floating  banners,  grand. 
Smiled  Tmro  castle  o*ef  the  land. 
Obsequious,  as  thehr  lord  ordained. 
In  loop-holed  towers,  stand  archers,  trainied : 
The  moaning  gates,  slow,  opening  Wide, 
Show  ComwalTi^  duke,  and  blooming  bridl^ ; 
He  welcomes  in  the  royal  guest ; 
Her  homage,  kneeling,  she  expressied. 

Kf  3  '  '  '* 
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When  day  had  sunk  below  the  main. 
And  stars  besprinkled  heaven's  blae  plain, 
A  hoary  Druid,  late  ordained. 
To  ^ee  religion's  lamp  maintained. 
United,  for  the  British  throne, 
Locrine,  and  beauteous  Guendokm* 


Years  roll  away.    With  feeble  pace. 
The  duke  walked  forth  his  frame  to  brace ; 
The  beam  of  day  descending  shone. 
In  vain  to  cherish  yigonr  gone. 
A  few  succeed : — ^then  dawned  the  mom. 
When  he  was  to  the  burrow  borne. 
As  th'  earthy  pile  rose  higher  heap'd. 
Surrounding  crowds  more  sadly  weep'd. 
The  grass, — ^the  heath, — ^now,  fresh,  appear,. 
As  watered,  first,  by  sorrow's  tear. 

The  worth  and  fame  his  Grace  possessed,, 
A  sigh,  raise  in  the  monarch'^  breast ; 
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Bat  hidden  jays  sapplaot  his  gri^ 
He  from  restraint  now  finds  relief  | 
Expels^  relentless,  from  the  throne> 
Withont  iNTotector,  Guendolon. 


Stung  with  revenge,  she,  daontLess,  flies. 
And  on  the  duchy's  love  relies. 
The  peers  informed,  forthwith,  unite 
To  yindicate  her  injured  right : 
The  lion-standard,  which,  lon^,  hung. 
Rolled  up,  is  o'er  the  ramparts  flung ; 
And  bannered  lines,  are>  matching,  seen, 
Braye,  to  befriend  the  suffering  queen. 
The  plains  of  lionesse,  extolled 
For  loyalty,  and  warriors  bold. 
With  armour  ring : — ^'midst  loud  applause. 
Their  chiefs  espouse  the  noble  cause. 
Of  their  attachment,  spreads  the  fame ; 
Her  bosom  glows  with  gratefrd  flame  { 
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And^  to  didtingvish  them  in  figbt^ 
She  gives  a  banner  «nowy-white^ 
Which,  waving  o'er  the  army's^  breast. 
Fanned  martial  fire ;  and  love,  increased. 


Far  from  soch  warlike  attitude, 
Estrilda  leaves  her  cave  axid  wood ; 
Conducted  by  the  British  king. 
She,  honoured,  wears  the  nuptial  ring« 
Her  various  fortune  she  recalls. 
Since  Humber  burned  her  father's  halls. 
Tha  sad  vicissitudes  she  bore. 
Since  she  debad^ed  on  Britain's  shore ; 
A  seven  year's  solitude,  unknown. 
Where  woods  resound  and  tempests  moan. 
Her  softened  heart,  had  m^ted  down. 
And  veiled  the  splendours  of  the  crown. 


Meanwhile,  fly  rumours  from  afar. 
How  Guendolon  prepares  for  war : 
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♦  •  1 '  i . 


The  poweor  of  Cornwall^  and  her  hala 

FuU  thirty  thoiisaiid^XkuiMri^c^^ 

With  glitt^ing  speaxs,  and  bnddeni  bossed ; 

While  GuendoloQ^  mth  piomptitade. 

Defying^  on  his  maiches,  stood. 

With  those  abeady  dad  in  anus, 

Hejjoins  in  batfle's  dziqad  alarms* 

And  desperate  raged  the  conflict^  long ; 

The  king^ — the  queen, — ^their  troops,  among. 

Impel  the  8hock>**nd  quarter  given,.':.  > 

The  field,  with  blood,  smokes  up  to  heaven : 

And  Gtoffry,  vrith  a  master's  fire. 

Thus  paints  the  thousands  that  expiite^    • 

like  sheaves,  which  harvest-labour  reaps. 
Brave  warriocs  lay  in  slaughtered  heaps ; 
Like  welliBg  Inrooks*  down  mountain's  side. 
Gushed  through  the  ranks  death's  puiple  tide. 
Like  feathered  waves  on  wintry  seas. 
Plumes  flitted  o'er  the  quivenng  leas. 
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The  son  descen^d  the  western  skies; 
Aimed  at  Locrine^  ^jx  anrow  flies ; 
Entering  the  mail^  it  pierced  his  breast^ 
And  death^il  dtork  shades,  his  eyes,  invest 
Where,  battle-waves,  tomnltnons,  swdl. 
On  the  drenched  plain,  he  lifeless  fell ; 
And,  ere  the  day's  eventM  close. 
Had  Gnendolon  dispersed  her  foes. 


XXIIL 

Immortal  JUUton  I  thou,  a  lay, 
Owest  to  Ckmiwall's  early  day ; 
Thy  Comufi  draws  ethereal  fire 
From  Gnendolon's  vindictive  ire. 

We  fearless,  in  return,  presume 
To  snatch  a  feather  firom  thy  plume. 

Ere  she,  her  ruthless  rage,  appeased. 
She  inarched ;  and  meek  Estrilda,  seized ; 
One  mom^it's  grace  to  her,  denied. 
And  whctoed  her  in  the  neighbouring  tide ; 


She,  'miAit  ilie  foatii  irUbh  mnnmirbig*  tose. 
Her  child  Sabrina,  Ukeiwifle,'  Hxrown. 

The  riVer-iiyiiipb$,  with  pearled  wnsts;  ^ ' 
Caught  th' infiEmtoti' Ifaek  McfwybTef^ 
And  to  thdr  &ai^8  hall,  cohveyed  ;^ 
The  god,  her,  th»i,  immortal  smde;     . 
And,  in  compassion  of  her  fiite. 
Deigns,  her,'  a  goddess,  to  create. 
Hence,  oft  with  gentle  pace,  at  eve. 
The  swains,  from  omens  to^  reKeve, 
She  walks  the  floweiy  meadows' Uandj 
Scattering  soft  dews  with  Ifly-hand. 
They,  as  her  crystal  correots  flow. 
Pinks,  daffodils,  and  pansies,  throw ; 
And,  sporting  in  mild  Cynthia's  beam. 
Orisons,  offer,  by  her  stream.* 

*  GaeDdolon  published  an  edict  through  all  Bri- 
taia  that  the  rirer  should  bear  the  damsel's  name : 
so  that  to  this  day  the  rirer  is  called  in  the  British 
tongue  So&reiii  which  is  corrupted  into  Sefotm. 

(Geaffry  ofMcnrnouOu) 
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Siipidrkir«i]i09r^  to  fovbuie's  firo^^  \ 
Qaeen  GiieiidoIcnici^^Q'S  tbfi  Ortrvm 
Her  iriitate  ^eojnad:  8o,  ptm^  isn^  C^^ 
PosteKity UMidQ  her  a  0taf  > 
Whieh,  tadianty  ismiiilg  fitna  tbd  throne. 


Has,  si9o6^oa]iin  soQOepiiMSj.Ao^e* 


From  toUb,  engrayed  oi  Elk'  plains. 
To  wresiUe  taught  sbe  inurtio  swaias : 
A  fondness  ibr  th'i  athletic  igam^s^ :   . 
The  Cknofadi  bosons  >still^iDflfi]iies. 


<   1 


BKD  OF  PAa¥  FIRST* 


THB 

FABULOUS  HISTORY 

OF  THB 

ANCIENT  KINGDOM  OF  CORNWALL. 


PART  SBGOND. 


\  , 


THB 

R£UGION 

OF 

ANCIENT   CORNWALL. 


PART  SECOND. 


^vgttwnit 


••r- 


The  gods,  whom  Cornwall  fint  embraced. 
Were  pools,  spread  o'er  the  fenny  waste;  ' 
Phoenicia  taught  her  faith  to  soar. 
And  heaven's  resplendent  host  f  adore; 
Her  priesthood  awed  tW  ethereal  plaifi^ 
And,  as  they  list,  nighfs  queen  enchain. 
Rome  launches  thunder  that  (fertakes 
The  Druid  goddess  armed  with  snakes. 
Released  from  fell  enchantments  power. 
The  moon  smles  through  each  kttfy  bower. 


1  ■. 


I. 

Bright  orb  of  day!  when  Truth  decayed^ 
The  grateful  east^.as  nature  swayed, 

'Midst  shadowy -futh,  tenacious,  clung 
To  S3mbols  of  ihe  Godhead^  lost: ^ 
In  chiefs  thy  nugesty  engrossed 

The  highest  poweis  of  nund  and  tongue. 

■  •  •      .    ■ 

Pure  pillar-fires  embraced  the  sky, 
Perpetual  in  the  all-seeing  eye. 

Which  beamed,  as  from  a  tent  divine : 
Thy  inc^ise  was  the  fragrant  air; 
While  rose  an  universal  prayer. 

From  Asia's  climes^  thy  hallowed  shrine. 
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When  from  her  star-encircled  throne. 
The  queen  of  night  benignly  shone; 

To  her.  Devotion's  voice  was  raised ; 
With  splendid  ceremonies,  priests 
'Midst  mnsic,  dancing,  kept  her  feasts ; 

While  to  her  honour,  altars  blazed. 


These  deities,  whose  glorious  sway 
Extends  through  night  and  busy  day. 

Were  Baal  and  Ashtoreth  named: 
The  noblest  objects  of  the  eye. 
From  serving  them,  by  the  Most  High,» 

Could  scarcely  Israel  be  reclaimed. 


Their  powerful  monarch,  who  had  reared 
The  Temple,  where  assembling,  feared. 

The  Tribes,  creation's  sovereign  Lord, 
Enslaved  by  sense,  alas !  was  seen 
'Midst  worshippers  of  Sidon's  queen ; — 
Ashtoretbi^  he  confessed^ — adored ! 
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Protected  by  Jehovah's  shield. 
If  Israel,  eft,  preferred  to  yield 

Obedience  to  material  things ; 
What  pow«r, — ^what  empire,  uncontrolled. 
Must  have  obtained  heaven's  orbs  which  roU'd 

O'er  Persia's  sataraps, — ^Egypt's  kings ! 


Of  all  the  nations,  none  could  boast 
A  service,  paid  the  heavenly  host. 

So  pompous  as  proud  Tyre  displayed : 
Grafts,  fruitful,  from  the  parent  tree, 
T*  o'erspread  the  earth,  by  fate's  decree, 

Were^  by  her  purple  sails,  conveyed. 


IL 

The  first  Phoenician,  who  unfurled 
Sails^  on  the  pathless,  watery,  world. 

Was  UsQus : — ^by  precaution,  led. 
To  shores  remote  he  venturous  steered ; 
To  fire,  to  wind,  hQ  altars  reared. 

As,  wide,  religion's  conquests  spread. 
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On  these  he  ordains,  as  means  of  grace. 
The  blood  of  victims  from  the  chace, 

Shan,  'midst  the  sacrifice,  be  poured ; 
Phoenicia- s  faith  he  propi^tes ; 
*TS1,  in  proud  temple  by  the  Straits, 

Helraklean  pillars  rise  adored. 


No  statue  yet  of  any  god. 

Found  place  within  th*  august  abode, 

Twas  the  sole  reign  of  holy  fear ; 
Filled  with  the  Majesty  Divine, 
Pure,  typified  by  fires  which  shine. 

Perpetual,  through  the  rolling  year. 


From  Gades,  like  refreshing  rain. 
The  doctrine  spread  o'er  firuitfdl  Spain, 

Ere  Greece  could  boast  a  nation's  name: 
Her  Hercules,  in  after  time. 
Was  but  Phoenicia's  creed  sublime. 

By  fiction,  diessed  for  emptf  feme. 
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Even  o'er  Pyrenees  mountaiiis^  darts 
PhcBnicia's  light,  difiusing  arts. 

Amongst  the  hordes  of  barbarous  Ganl ; 
Ferocious  manners,  calm,  subside ; 
In  council,  justice,  peace,  preside : — 

Phoenicia  taught  diem  towns  to  waU. 


III. 

Then,  Cornwall's  faith  was  gloomy,  dark : 
Strayed  notions  of  the  Deluge- Ark, 

Made,  holy,  desert  isle  and  fen ; 
Priests  practised,  through  the  moonless  nights. 
In  these  drear  shrines,  mysterious  rites. 

Concealed,  secure,  from  human  ken. 


Such  worship  how  could  Cornwall  gain  ? — 
Of  ship  escaped  the  stonny  main. 

She,  'midst  the  sacred  cargo,  sees 
Three  grams  qf  wheat,  (Phoenicia's  fruit,) 
And,  of  her  Arkite  faith  the  root, 

A  triad  of  Sidonian  bees. 
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Borne  'midat  her  own  created  foam^ 
A  hispid  sow,  broke  loose  to  roam^ 

The  ship,  to  wondering^  Ciomwallj  seems : 
The  triple  nnmber  of  the  grains. 
An  allegory  hid,  contains. 

That,  with  the  Aikite  doctrine,  teems. 


Implying,  like  th'  imported  seed. 
Her  sons  will  hail  the  nascent  creed. 

Spreading,  luxuriant,  o'er  the  land ; 
The  bees,  symbolic,  indicate 
Nymphs,  who,  by  hallowed  waters,  wait ; 

Or,  minist'ring,  in  temples,  stand. 


The  cargo  of  religion,  sent. 

O'er  ocean,  gained  the  world's  assent ; 

The  allegoric  sow  became 
Sacred  to  earth's  kind  fostering  power, 
Ceres,--who,  that  she  blessings  shower, 

« 

Thioa^  harvest^  saw  her  altais  flame. 
1.3     . 
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To  stagnant  pool ;  to  barren  rock ; 
To  lonely  lill ;  to  sjMneading  oak. 

At  firirty  the  suppliant  Arkites  bowed ; 
Noah,  they  ^thonght,  on  son-beams,  rode ; 
And  to  the  noon,  as  his  abode. 

Borne  on  the  flood,  they,  altars,  vowed. 


IV. 

The  eastern  nations  knew  but  one 
Depo^tory,  where  the  son 

Of  science  lodged  his  hallowed  beams ; — 
The  priesthood  ;  they,  th*  illiterate  throng. 
Swayed^  as  are  passive  leaves,  along. 

Borne  down  the  vales,  on  autumn^s  streams. 


Phoenicia's  priests,  with  holy  zeal. 
Through  all  her  colonies  reveal 

The  true  religion  they  professed ; 
And  CJomwall,  when  they  reached  her  shore, 
SuUimer  objects,  taught  t'  adore. 

The  sun  and  moon  and  stars,  addressed. 
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When  known  the  blessings  they  bestow^> 
Their  wonship^  like  pnye  rivers^  flowed 

0'«r  Britain  from  her  farthest  €oast : 
Sacred  to  Hn  the  isle  became. 
Long,  as  his  all-inspiring  flame 

Presided  'midst  the  worshipped  host. 


V. 

Two  systems^  different;  now,  combined. 
In  Cornwall,  awe  the  public  mind ; 

To  idolatry  the  Arkite  clung ; 
The  Deluge,  Noah,  and  his  race. 
On  earth,  and  through  the  starry  space. 

Were  symbolized,  adored,  and  sung. 


The  other  mode,  dissimilar  far. 
Saw  in  the  sun,  the  moon,  each  star. 

Intelligence,  eternal,  reign. 
That  animated  every  sphere : — 
Belieyersy  with  a  holy  fear. 

Them  worshipped  o'er  the  heavenly  plain. 
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Their  ritual^  soon^  precedence^  gained^ 
Yet  neyer>  victory  fyJl,  obtained ; 

The  Arkite  seed,  commingling,  grew. 
Amidst  Phoenicia's  loftier  trees ; 
And  tenets,  as  they  sprang  firom  these, 

F^om  each  a  various  tincture,  drew. 


VI. 

As  ages  slow,  progressive,  rolled. 
Earth  saw  the  mixed  belief  unfold. 

In  sects  of  wide-extending  fame : 
The  Bards  possess  poetic  ground. 
Where  Rhetoric,  and  Music's  sound. 

And  Divination,  welcomed,  came. 


Fathers  of  verse !  'twas  your's  t'  explore 
The  sacred  entrails ;  and  adore ; 

By  you,  were  praises,— -curses,  sung ; 
You,  'ere  the  Muses  rose,  refined  : 

The  yielding  taste,  whilst  th'  enraptured  mind. 

With  all  her  powers,  suspended,  hung. 
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The  learned  Saramda  impart 
Theology,  each  useful  art. 

That  can,  in  active  life,  adorn ; 
The  SaMoihei,  unconfined, 
A  discipline,  exert  o'er  mind. 

To  reverend  age  from  youth^s  gay  mom. 


The  Druids  far  above  the  rest. 
Astrology,  and  charms,  professed ; 

To  them  the  healing  art  belongs ; 
The  laws  of  morals  they  define ; 
They  even  assert  a  power  divine, 

T'  avenge  an  injured  nation's  wrongs. 


By  them  the  snowy  victims  bled ; 
By  them  were  fellow  mortals  led 

To  holy,  sacrificial,  stones ; 
By  omens,  drawn  from  limbs,  convulsed. 
They  hoped,  they  danger  had  repulsed ; 

And  man  for  frmded  ill  atones. 
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For  marshy  fens  their  sires  revered^ 
The  Druid  priests  hiU-altars  reared ; 

Or  standing  'neath  a  shadowy  oak^ 
Of  mansions^  destined  for  the  soul^ 
When  freed  from  earth  and  death's  control. 

To  th'  assembled  throng,  snblimely  spoke. 


The  funeral  pile,  all  debts,  effaced; 

When,  there,  the  dead  they  mournful  placed. 

To  yanish  'midst  the  cleansing  flames. 
The  cancelled  bond  was,  freely,  thrown. 
That  higher  boon,  in  world's  unknown. 

Might  be  received  for  temporal  claims. 


One  power,  invisible,  supreme. 

Was,  of  all  prayer  and  praise,  the  theme ; 

The  orbs  of  heaven  his  emblems  stood ; 
The  humbler  multitude  retained, 
Oft  blended  with  the  faith  they  gained. 

Faint  notions  of  the  Ark  and  Flood. 
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They^  least  fiom  Sidon's  ritual  swenred ; 
Mare  pnre^  more  splendid^  they  preserved 

The  worship  of  the  heavenly  host ; 
In  long  suGceaskm,  throng^  them  came 
That  learning,  Cagar  gave  to  fieone. 

When  landed  on  Britannia*s  coast 


Congenial  ties ;  matured  regards^ 
Induced  the  sonl-inspiring  Bards, 

T'  unite  their  talents,  fortunes^  laws. 
With  those  who  highest  reverence 
Hence,  in  the  college,  they  remained 

Recorders  of  the  Druid-cause. 


Antiquity,  to  her  priesthood,  owed 
An  learning  that,  through  ages,  flowed ; 

They,  music,  masonry,  professed : 
Perpetual  in  succession,  lay. 
Through  than,  the  march  of  mind^ — Their  sway, 

Supexb  cathedrals,  stiD,  attest 


I. 

Heligion  of  Ancifitt  <EEovnl»iilL 

Bright  orb  of  day!  when  Truth  decayed. 

The  grateful  east^  as  nature  swayed, 

•  * 

'Midst  shadowy  iaith,  tenacious,  clung 
To  symbols  of  the  Godhead^  lost ;  ^ 
In  chiefs  thy  nugesty  engrossed 

The  highest  powers  of  mind  and  tongue. 


Pure  pillar-fires  embraced  the  sky. 
Perpetual  in  the  all-seeing  eye. 

Which  beamed,  as  from  a  tent  divine : 
Thy  inc^ise  was  the  fragrant  air; 
While  rose  an  umversal  prayer. 

From  Asia's  climes^  thy  hallowed  shrine. 
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His  halloiml  sway ;  night* s  paler  qaeoi. 
Amidst  religion's  Yarying  scene. 

View  rites  assuming  modern  names ; 
Apollo's  priests,  the  old,  sapplant ; 
Diana's  priestesses,  now,  channt 

In  fanes,  and  feed  hear  flltar-fiames. 


Inventor  of  the  generous  vine. 

They  him  Bacchus  called ; — before  his  shrine. 

Symbolic  of  the  Ark,  they  raised 
A  sacred  Bull ;  with  ivy  crowned, 
A  stony  bourne  they  circled  'round ; 

And,  dancing,  him  Invoked  and  praised. 


A  dragon's  form  they  next  invent ; 
To  Bacchus  as  they  vows  present. 

To  it  they  daily  worship  pay : 
To  usher  in  the  infant  year. 
Disguised  in  masks,  or  skins,  they  appear. 

Of  beasts  they  on  his  altar  slay. 
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Protected  by  Jehovah's  shield. 
If  Israel,  eft,  preferred  to  yield 

Obedience  to  material  things ; 
What  pow«r, — ^what  empire,  uncontrolled, 
Mnst  have  obtained  heaven's  orbs  which  roU'd 

O'er  Persia's  sataraps, — ^Egypt's  kings ! 


Of  all  the  nations,  none  could  boast 
A  service,  paid  the  heavenly  host. 

So  pompous  as  proud  Tyre  displayed : 
Grafts,  firuitful,  from  the  parent  tree, 
T*  o'erspread  the  earth,  by  fate's  decree, 

Were^  by  her  purple  sails,  conveyed. 


II- 

The  first  Phoenician,  who  unfurled 
Sails^  on  the  pathless,  watery,  world. 

Was  UsQus : — ^by  precaution,  led. 
To  shores  remote  he  venturous  steered ; 
To  fire,  to  wind,  hQ  altars  reared. 

As,  wide,  religion's  conquests  spread. 


ANCIBNT  CORNWALL.  107 

Hence,  Rome's  Decrees,  in  after  times. 
Prohibiting,  as  heinous  crimes. 

Men,  women,  to  parade  as  beasts  i-^ 
T  eraze  the  thorns  she  strove  in  vain ; 
Among  the  Catholic  states  remain 

Old  Dmid  types,  at  Christmas  feasts* 


'Tis  said,  nine  priestesses,  engaged. 
In  nightly  songs,  the  Flood,  presaged ; 

Hence,  poetry  and  music  sprang; 
Societies,  "vrhich  branched  from  these. 
In  isles,  by  lakes,  'midst  willow  trees^ 

In  concerty'sacred^verses,  sang. 


The  temples  of  the  moon  were  placed 
On  hills,  or  by  the  watery  waste : 

As  offerings  to  religion  due ; 
And  to  the  Ark's  symbolic  sign, — 
The  stagnant  pool, — ^to  them  divine,*-^ 

The  people,  choicest  presents,  threw. 
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The  lunar  goddess  of  the  place 
Stood  naked^  inth  a  yii^'s  face ; 

Two  serpents^  wreatlied  about  her  frame^ 
She  grasps,  as  to  prevent  her  fall. 
When  flying  round  earth's  night^veiled  ball, 

"Till  back  she,  to  her  temple,  came. 


The  damsels,  to  the  shrine,  attached. 
The  Druid  mystic-cauldron,  watched ; 

There,  Ckumwall's  anxious  tribes  convened ; 
While  by  the  maids  the  stars  were  scanned. 
They,  to  inform  th'  expectant  land, 

A  glimpse  of  future  seasons,  gleaned. 


In  th'  isle  of  Sain,  as  Ceres  mild. 
Protecting  fruits  before  her  piled; 

The  statue  of  the  moon  is  placed ; 
The  robes  the  goddess  which  enfold 
Are  white ;  with  sandals,  formed  of  gold. 

And  dazzling  bright,  her  feet  are  graced* 
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At  table,  whikt  she  gracefiil  sits. 
To  dogs  th*  attendance  she  commit^ 

Which  she,  amidst  her  rites,  requires  { 
Nine  maids,  o'er  th'  oracles,  preside :  . 
And  good,  or  ill,  as  they  decide. 

Approaches  mortals,  or  retires. 


Displeased,  by  charms  they,  stem,  nnrein 
The  winds  and  storms,  to  vex  the  main ; 

Or,  frequent,  care  of  mortals  take ; 
Incurable  diseases,  heal ; 
And  injured  rights,  to  their  appeal 

Off,  hard  oppression's  gneyance,.  shake. 


Whilst  they  performed  their  magic  rites. 
Amid  the  gloom  of  moonless  nights. 

Would  ancient  Cornwall,  fearful,  view 
Them  posting  through  the  troubled  air. 
On  broomsHcis,  children,  to  ensnaie ; 

And  fairies,  for  the  prey,  pursue. 


170  RBLIGION   OF 

By  herbs,  tbey  chaimed,  on  iatefiil  days, 
(Th'  auspkioiui  koar  the  moon  displays,) 

Tbey  ivoold  themsdves  to  beasts  transform ; 
CoiiM,  sonls  of  death-wrapt  babes,  reyive. 
And  bid  the  moon,  on  earth,  arrive. 

To  flog  dissenters  to  conform. 


X. 

The  queen  of  night,  more  freqnent,  sent 
Demons,  her  i>ower,  to  represent ; 

She,  who  performed  the  chief  behest. 
Stood  stationed,  hid  in  cloudy  gloom. 
When  lelatiTes,  into  the  tomb, 

'Midst  sorrow,  sank  the  mould-wrapt  chest 

One  foot  this  demon  had  of  brass ; 
With  th'  other,  o'er  the  church-yard  grass. 

Dreaded  t^  all,  she  hobbled  slow; 
And,  in  an  instant,  pallid  fear 
Saw  her,  like  ox,  or  mole,  appear. 

Or  mastiff,  clad  with  fiery  glow. 
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She^  oft;  as  8020men  writer,  woald  deipi> 
From  ill^  bdjerens,  to  rastEain ; 

Her  go&eBed  wliisper8>  those,  irlia  bear. 
By  sudden  gase,  they  cast  aroiuid> 
AmKnmee  her  presence ;  whilst  the  siMmd, 

By  tinkling,  wakes  the  startled  ear. 


XL 

Sirdb0  idates>  by  Comwafl's  shore. 
An  island  lies,  which  never  boie 

The  foot  of  man  ;*— there,  womcii  meet 
To  offer  sacrifice  ;  vaknowa 
Thdr  rites,  except  what  he  has  shown ; 

His  learned  account  we,  full,  repeat 


"  Of  their  dofotioo  to  giye  prool^ 
^  Ea^h  year,  the  priestesses  unroof 

''  The  £Bute  of  Bacchus,  all  thenrcsM; 
^' And,  eie  the  stairs  of  evening*  rise, 
^  Sister,  with  sbter,  emidoiis,  vies^ 

^^  The  sanctuary  to  repair. 
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''  f  f  any,  with  her  load  oppressed^ 
"  Should  drop  it,  for  a  little  rest, 

''  The  others,  her,  in  pieces,  tear ; 
"  Their  orgies  wake  with  music's  sound ; 
^'.  And  whilst  the  fane,  they  dance  around^ 

''  Her  mangled. limbs,  they  joyous  bear. 


''  Yet,  ever  at  their  annual  rite, 

''  Such  hap  occurred  to  glut  their  sight ; 

''  Then  o'wth' ox-stall,— quadrangular  close,— 
''  The  verdant  boughs  of  trees  they  spread ; 
''  And,  seated  in  their  holy  shed, 

^'  Supplied  her  place, — ne'er  deem'd  a  loss.*' 


Cocked  shapemouttes,  the  priesthood  wear. 
Like  shovels,  employed  the  stall  to  clear ; 

Them,  necromantic  stoles  surround : 
The  priestesses  inspire  such  dread. 
The  people  think,  their  daily  bread 

They  give,  and  flocks  to  graze  the  ground. 
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Transfonned  to  stone^  these  maidens  nine 
Stand^shriyened,  in  a  lengthened  line^ 

On  high  St  Colmnb's  heathy  waste ; 
Long,  as  proud  Cornwall,  them/retainfls. 
Her  fiBtbolons  history  boasts  remains 

,Of  fiedtfa,  far  as  the  Arkites,  traced. 


XII. 

As  witches,  though  these  maids  were  viewed. 
By  the  prevailing  mode,  subdued. 

Females  of  rcmk  partook  ^ir  feasts ; 
Nor  less  thdr  husbands,  fond,  b^eved 
Predictions  they,  by  night,  received. 

At  th*  ox-stall,  from  Diana's  priests. 


€t 


The  counefl  otAussere  forbade 
Wfld  strolling  troops,  in  masquerade ; 

If,  in  a  stag's,  or  heifer's,  skin, 
**  Any,  on  new-year's-day,  be  found, 
''  Three  years  shall  sackcloth,  them,  surround, 

As  pennance  for  the  crying  sin." 


a 
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Ckarlema/giufs  Capitularies  said. 
These  priestesaes  eat  meax  like  bread. 

And,  under  name  of  Lamiesy  nui> 
By  nie^  thiongh  lionaes ;  aft  their  eaae, 
ThemsolTOSy  into  wine-casks,  wonld  squeeze ; 

O'ertnm  bread*baskefai>  crock  and  pan ; 


Wonld,  though  the  nurses  sleepless  watch. 
From  cmdle, 'sobbing  children,  snatch; 

mume  the  candle  <m  the  board: 
TheUy  to  the  diambers,  softly,  creep; 
And  Axcjfij  pfneh  iQiose,  wrapt  in  sleep. 

Whose  tbougbts  did  not  with  their's  accord. 


Burchard,  the  canonist,  relates 
Decrees,  Borne  sent  the  Christian  states. 

Against  the  iiamale  troops  who  rode 
Long  courses  through  the  midnight  air. 
Under  Diana's  guardian  care, 

Obse^pnous  to  her  sovereign  nod. 
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Their  husbands^  sleeping,  left  in  bed ; 
Througb  iiurtened  dooiB  these  womM  sped:; 

Puxsaed^  €11  oiOQds>  aerial  ^eSfB, 
Across  the  sky ;  by  wounds  unsew> 
They  kill  those  Who  baptizM  had  been^: 

And  eat  thionit  Chiistian  faith  i'  etaaee* 


Sometimes  they  opened  those  they  killed ; 
Flacked  out  the  heart;  and,  90rtM,  filled 

The  Yiacant  space  with  bottdted  stiaw ; 
And  laid  the  body^  neatly  boand^ 
In  recent,  consecrated,  groond,* 

To  cantion  converts  who  it  saw. 


'Gainst  those^  they  courses  undertook. 
Whose  higher  fame  they  could  not  brdok :    ^ 

When  demon,  demon,  met,  in  air. 
Each  dealt  diead  womids,and  woimds,ieceiTed : 
Excuse,  no  fismale  troop,  reKeved ; 

AB;  danger;  and  aD,  Tictory,  share* 
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XIII. 

Saiint  Peter's  chair,  at  last,  resolyed. 
Earth  should  from,  sorcery  lie  absolved ; 

Canservan^  Statutes,  strict,  enjoined 
**  All  persons,  neither  to  diyine ; 
''  Nor  prophesy  at  heathen  dirine, 

''  Though  legions,  them  H  inspire,  combined  J 


*^  No  female  shall  her  name  inscribe, 
''  Henceforth,  among  the  goddess  tribe, 

*^  Nor,  ^ih  Diana,  ride  throng^  heaven ; 
^'  With  wild  Herodias  chase  a  cloud ; 
^'  Nor  join  the  witch  Benzozia's  crowd, 

''  Whom  to  perdition  Rome  has  driven. 

^'  The  incantations,  largely,  used, 

^'  When  seieds  axe  o'er  the  soil  diffosed, 

*'<  Are  vain  illnsioiis,  wizard  charms;-—* 
^'  One,  of  a  devil  possessed,  may  keep 
''  Mere  herbs  or  stones,  and  not  o'erleap 

<<  Decrees,  framed  as  a  shield  from  harms. 
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The  sun^  the  stars;  Egyptian  days; 

The  moon,  as  through  the  skies  she  strays ; 
The  Calends  of  the  opening  year, 
''  Exert  no  influence  o'er  the  mind, 
'^  Which,  to  the  lutuie,  ever  blind, 

''  Must  wait  events  in  Christian  fear."*> 


€i 


XIV. 

Thus,  papal  thunder-bolts  dispelled 
Chains  which,  the  moon  in  bondage,  held  ;- 

To  earth  they,  metamorphosed,  &n ; — 
The  Graces  seized  the  magic  spoils ; 
And  wove  them  into  silken  toils. 

For  lady's  bower,  and  baron's  hall. 

*  Although  the  opinion  is  absurd  that  the  stars 
can  influence  human  conduct,  such  a  persuasion 
induct  men  to  watch  the  motion  of  the  heaTenly 
bodies,  and  probably  occasioned  many  important 
discoTeries  in  astronomy.  It  was  to  astrology  that 
the  Egyptians,  Chaldeans  and  Greeks,  originally 
owed  the  accuracy  and  extent  of  their  mfbrmation. 
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Delightftil  change  I  Now^  83  <^  yore. 

On  broomsticks,  coasting  Cornwall's  shore^ 

No  midniglit  witches  spiead  dismay ; 
Th*  enchanting  smile ;  th*  angelic  face ; 
Hie  form  divine,  supply  the  place 

Of  hideous  spectra^  passed  away« 


C|e  itMMii  INrMr. 


JuUu$  CiBsar  Biade  his  first  appeanooeim 
front  of  the  difis  M  Davei;  <hi  the  S3d  of 
AngHst^  56  years,  omU  Ckristmm,  acooidiiig 
to  the  Calendar  now  in  ose;  and  after  thiee 
o'clock,  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  sailed 
with  the  tide  eight  miles,  befi»re  he  landed* 
Hence,  we  hare  only  to  determine  whidi 
way  the  tide  was  nmning  at  that  time.  Kow^ 
the  moon,  when  fiill,  sooths  neady  at  mid- 
night, and  it  is  certain,  that  soch  was  the 
case  within  three  or  finir  minntes,  either 
way ;  and  allowing  3  honrSylO  minntes,  for 
the  difference  of  southing  in  foor  days,  (47| 
min.  per  day,)  the  moon  wonld  soatii  on 
the  23d,  at  8  h.  50  m.  P.  m*  Hence,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  rules  laid  down  for  cako^ 
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lating  the  time  of  high  water^  it  was  low 
water^  at  Dover^  on  the  above  day,  at  2  h, 
8  m.  p.  M.  Therefore,  by  throe  o'clock,  es- 
pecially if  accelerated,  as  was  the  case,  by  a 
fayonrable  wind,  the  flood  tide  would  be  suf- 
ficiently np,  which,  running  northward,  as  it 
does  on  the  coast  of  Dover,  ccurried  Caesar 
and  his  fleet,  that  way. 

Consequently,  the  plain  open  shore  where 

»    •      •      • 
the  landing  was  efiected,  was  north  of  the 

cliffs,  in  the  Downs,  eight  miles  from  Dover, 

and  between  the  South  Foreland  and  Deal. 

Thus,  the  place  of  Caesar's  landing  is  al- 
most as  capable^of  demonstration  as  one  of 
the  propositions  of  Euclid,  says  ThehvalL 

Bucherius,  (Belgium  Romanmn,  p.  147,) 
ita  disputat ;  **  cur  Caligula,  aut  Claudius, 
^  in  Britanniam  primi  post  CiBsarem  cum 
**  exercitu  transmissuriir  alium  pottum  a 
^  CtBsariano,  nullo  adhuc  experimento  cog- 
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« 


nitum/ prsBtoIissent  ?    Cur  supra  JuUum 

^^  saperevoloissent?'"   Rutupise  (on  the  west 

of  Sandwich)  was  the  first  Roman  military 

station.    Rutapias  nnlli  fere  Romanorom 

scriptomm,  qui  res  nostras  attigerunt,  intac- 

tas  praeterierunt :  illae  a  Lucano,  Juyenale, 

Ausonio,  decantatae ;  a  Tacito,  Ammiano, 

Orosio^  memoratae ;    in  Ptolemaei  quoque 

Greographia;  in  Antonini  Itinerario ;  in  An- 

•  

onymi  Ravennatis  indice ;  in  Tabulis  Peu- 

tingerianis ;  in  Notitia  proyinciarum^  locum 

habent. 

Julius  Caesar^s  description  of  the  island 

is  familiar  to  every  one^  at  all  conversant 

with  Roman  literature.    Tacitus  says^  "  po- 

"  test  videri  ostendisse  posteris  non  tradid- 


''  isse." 


Herodian,  (Politiano  interpreter)  Lib.  III. 
writes,  Siquidem  Britannia^  pleraque  loca 
frequentibus  oceani  alluvionibus  paludes- 
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trnd  Per  eas  igitor  Barbari  ipsi  natant^ 
excnrsantque  ad  iHa  nsqae  deinersi,  ac  pie- 
raqne  corporis  imdi  caennm  contemnnnt. 
Neqae  enim  restui  nsutu  cognoscunt,  sed 
Tentrem  atqae  cervicem  ferro  inemgunt :  or- 
namentnm  id  esse,  ac  divitianim  argument 
taasL  existimaiites.  Qum  ipsa  nbtant  cor^ 
pora  pictnra  tana,  et  ommfiiriain  formic 
animaTimn :  qaocirca  ne  indaantnr  qtddem, 
videlicet  picturam  coiporis  ne  adoperiant. 

In  L^Histahre  Ramainepar  Us  pp.  Catrou 
et  Rouilli;  Tome  xx.  is  the  following  de* 
scription  of  the  Britons,  at  the  arrival  of  the 
Rbman;^.  ^*  Les  habitant  de  Tisle  Britair* 
niqHe  int^rienre  paroissoient  firoces  et  bar'- 
bares.  Rasez  par  tout  le  corps,  hors  les 
chevenx  et  les  moustaches,  ils  se  peignoient 
les  membres  et  le  visage  d*nne  eooletir  bien* 
litre,  assez  approcfaante  dn  verd  de  men 
Ce  colons  les  rendoit  affrenx.    Accofttomes 
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^  Be  yiYie  qoe  de  lait  et  de  chair  crte  ils 
n^gligeoieiit  la  Gulture  de  lears  campagnes, 
et  leor  seule  occupation  dtoit  le  manlment 
des  armes.  Ce  fbient  Ik  les  ennemia  qui 
dMsodiient  la  Tamise^  et  qui  dispaterent  le 
passible." 

What  was  the  state  of  Ireland  at  that  pe- 
riod ?  SoUnus,  (cap.  22.)  informs  as ;  ^  Grens 
inhospita  et  bellicosa*  Sanguine  interemp- 
tomm  hansto^  prias  victores  yaltns  snos 
oblinunt.  Pnerpera,  si  qnando  marem  edi- 
£t,  primes  dbos  gladio  imponit  mariti,  in- 
que  OS  panmli  sommo  mucrone,  (auspicium 
alimentormn)  leriter  infercit,  et  gentOibn^ 
Totis  optat^  non  aliter  qnam  in  bello  et  inter 
anna  mortem  oppetat.  Qni  stndent  cnltni, 
dentibas  man  nantion  belluanun  insigninnt 
ensinm  capidos.  Navigant  antem  yimineii^ 
tdveis,  qnos  circnndant  amlntione  tergomm 
bubtdoram:  qnantoconqne  tempore  ciirsns 
tenebit,  nayigantes  esds  abstinentJ* 
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What  a  contrast  does  the  andent  Kiiigdom 
of  Cornwall  form  with  these  barbarous  na* 
tionsl 

Strdbo  describes  the  dreSs  of  the  Danmo- 
nians  as  consisting  of  a  long  flowing  robe, 
made  of  wool,  reaching  down  to  the' feet,  and 
haying  sleeVes  that  were  fieustened  round 
their  wrists. 

An  Author,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Barlase, 
represents  the  Druids,  as  sitting  on  thrones, 
and  living  in  large  palaces. 

Mr.  Polwhele  says, ''  In  the  great  room  of 
the  lord's  mansion  was  his  armory;  the 
weapons  of  his  fathers;  the  gifts  of  his 
friends ;  the  spoils  of  his  enemies,  being  dis- 
posed along  the  walls." — ^^  In  some  digni- 
fied part  of  the  sounding  haU,  surrounded 
by  his  guests  and  fiBunily,  the  British  chief 
took  his  seat,  and  listened  to  the  melody  of 
the  harp,  the  songs  of  the  bards,  and  the 
tales  of  other  years." 


185 

The  Romans  held  possession  of  Britain, 
about  500  years.  I  do  not  presnme  to  call 
any  part  of  that  period  fabulous;  a  know- 
ledge of  which  can  be  obtained  from  their 
own  noble  historians.  The  third  part  of  the 
Fabulous  History  of  ComwaU,  begins^  there- 
fore^ at  the  time  when  the  Romans  left  the 
island :  An.  Dom.  448. 
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PART  THIRD. 


CarnwaU,  the  Saxon  arm$,  defiu: 
On  Arthur,  Britain's  JUipe  relies  : 
The  history,  deeds  ef  chivalrous  knights. 
With  his  immortal  fame,  unites^ 
Olavus,  prince  from  Joreign  land, 
Receives  the  queen  qf  CamwalFs  handp 


1. 

Ck>nstrained^  when  Rome's  provincial  bands^ 
Ne*er  to  retnm,  left  Britain's  lands ; 
And  swelled  their  ranks  with  choicest  swains 
That  graced  her  hillSj.  and  populous  plains ; 
The  sOent  isle^  deserted^  lay^ 
To  barbarous  clans^  an  easy  prey. 


Of  turf^  ere  they  depart,  they  build 
A  waU,  the  nation's  northern  shield ; 
Array  the  towers  with  spears  and  bows^ 
Defying  Scotch  and  Pictish  foes. 
The  chain  of  ramparts,  frowning  far. 
Inspire  th'  undisciplined  to  war. 
Those,  erst,  who  ne'er  in  armour  shone^ 
Hurl  darts  on  martial  Caledon. 
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In  vain :  the  eagles  scarce  fiom  view. 
Their  homeward  course^  intent,  pursue^ 
When  hordes^  on  hordes^  impetnoos  pour^ 
And  force  the  mound  from  shore  to  shore. 


The  Britons,  from  the  battlements. 
Their  plains,  see,  spread  with  Pictish  tents. 
To  castles,  which,  deserted,  stood. 
Fly  the  defenceless  multitude  ; 
Through  gloomy  loop-holes,  bend  their  eyes. 
As  flames,  from  pillaged  towns,  arise. 
While  the  barbarians  scale  the  wall. 
Some,  dashed  to  earth,  unpitied,  fall ; 
Some,  facing  brave  the  arrowy  shot. 
Sink,  slaughtered,  in  the  castle  moat 
Tumultuous  rushing  to  the  shore. 
Their  way  with  carn^e  stained  and  gore, 
Tnnumerous  masses  fly :  the  main 
Repels  them  on  the  foes  again. 


ISe  TH«  SAXONSr. 

Heaven-pieieiiig  shrieks,  th'eardi-sbeking  groan^ 

Thicken  asoimd  the  fietted  throne. 
The  assembled  states^  in  deep  distress. 

Their  hopes  direct  to  LUmease;  . 

Unanimous,  the  sway,  confer. 

On  Cornwall's  Dnke,  braye  Vortiger. 


By  him  invited,  Saxons  come. 
In  place  of  warriors,  marched  to  Rome. 
Hengist  and  Horsns,  bold,  displayed 
The  bann»  of  the  foreign  aid. 
As,  artfnl,  Hengist  had  contrived. 
In  fleet,  that  subsequent  arrived. 
His  daughter,  fair  Ravena,  came. 
Whose  beauty  spread  on  wings  of  fame. 
To  a  banquet  he  the  king  invites ; 
And,  in  the  midst  of  festive  rites. 
She,  courteous  kneels,  with  Paphos-eye, 
And,  wine,  presents  to  his  Majesty, 
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Charmed,  flom  the  fidr,  the  cop,  lie  takes ; 
Each  fond  desire^inflaioed,  awakes ;  ' 
The  devil  into  his  bogdnii  stole. 
And  placed  it  under  lote^s  control.* 


The  <|Tieen,  fpom  hiis  embrace,  remored. 
Yields  to  a  pagan  more  bdored. 

Succeeding  this  alliance,  swaims 
Of  Saxons,  land  in  shining  aims. 
The  fort,  the  tower,  the  rampart  strong, 
Hengist  mans,  with  the  martial  throng. 


Th'  assembled  states  expose  to  view. 
What  fatal  issne  may  ensne ; 


*  '^  Vordger  being  now  intoxicated  with  the  rariety 
**  of  liquori,  the  devil  took  this  <^>portanitj  to  enter 
*'  into  his  heart,  and  to  make  him  in  lore  with  the 
**  damiel.  It  was,  I  say,  by  thederifs  entering  into 
*'  bis  heart,  that  he,  who  was  a  Christian,  should 
*'  fall  in  love  with  a  Pagan." 

(Gtoffry  cfMmtnundkj  B.  vi.  c  It.) 
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And  adyertise,  as  Cooper  writes. 
The  king,  whflfe  end  maj^his  delights ;--« 
In  vain : — ^he,  their  remonstrance,  spams : 
Rarena,  with  resentment,  bnins ;— • 
And,  to  display  her  lofty  state. 
Befriends  she  more  whom  Britons  hate. 
Assembled,  prompt,  resolve,  the  peers, 
T'  avert  the  nation's  spreading  fears ; 
And  save  the  realm  from  future  woes. 
They,  with  regret,  the  king,  depose* 


While,  high,  conflicting  interests  run. 
The  queen,  divorced,  lives  with  her  son. 
Secluded  in  Tintagel  tower. 
As  fair  Bavena  blazed  in  power. 


Prince  Vortimer  obeys  the  vote. 
The  heralds  from  the  council  brought ; 
Farewell,  bade  to  his  mother,  lone. 
And  hastens  to  ascend  the  throne. 
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The  SaxauB,  in  their  strraigth>  oonfid^ 
And  Biitain's  annies  stand  defied. 
Led  by  brare  Vortimer,  the  realm^ 
They  save  from  woes  which  flow  f  o'endiehn. 
In  fiequent  fields,  the  bloody  day 
Sees  Pagan  myiiads  melt  away. 
The  hostile  chieftains,  foiled,  subdued. 
Fly,  by  the  British  bands,  pursued. 


Hostilities,  the  king  bids  cease. 
And  fosters,  nuld,  the  arts  of  peace; 
Those  fanes  which  ruined  lay,  defisu^ed. 
Repaired  he,  or,  with  sculpture,  graced. 


Bavena's  mind,  by  day, — ^in  sleep,--* 
Raged  troublous  as  the  stormy  deep. 
Frowning,'^  terrific  o'er  the  rest, 
Revenge  swayed  her  impassioned  breast ; 
TheSpious  deeds,  the  king  perfoimed. 
Pierced  her  more  deep  than  castles  stormed : 
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From  him  she  hates,  her  Pagan  fiedth, 
No  compiomiee,  will  own,  but  death* 


At  dead  of  nigh^  infernal^  cane 
A  fiend,  on  wings  of  sniphnrous  flame : 
His  fiery  eyes  upon  her  loilj 
Congenial  taher  savage  soni : 
Exclaims,  as  he,  her  ire,  excites, 
'*  For  thy  commands,  wait  fittefiil  sprites." 

Ere  dajr's  bright  orb  began  to  shine. 
She  rose  f  accomplish  her  design. 
One,  to  the  king,  proeores  access. 
As  quick  arrived  ftom  LUmesse: 
News  of  his  mother  whilst  he  caught. 
In  wine  was  ponr'd  a  poisonous  draught ; 
The  cup,  he  drinks,  midst  falsefiil  news; 
Th*  engredients  raise  death's  frigid  dews. 
A  lifeless  corpse  the  monarch  falls. 
While  echoing  moan  the  trembling  halls.— 
And,  as  his  fiite,  the  kingdom  mourns. 
The  crown,  to  Vortiger,  returns. 
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Hengisty  who  from  the  isle  had  fled> 
For  fresh  attack  more  troops^  eonvejred. 
Again^  the  British  lines,  in  sight. 
Stand  marshalled,  him  f  oppose  to  fight 
With  deep  diaaembled  purpose,  stands 
He,  to  ensnare  th'  toc<mscioiis  bands ; 
He  treats  for  peace;  dares  to  propose. 
His  tioops,  miaimed ;  nnaimed,  his  ibes. 
Meet,  on  the  i^ain  aroond  Sto^e-Henge, 
A  lasting  treaty,  to  arrange. 
Writes  Hardmge,  on  the  treacherous  field, 
''  JBjiives  in  their  bosen,  his  troops  concealed." 

With  oliye-boughs  to  th'  interview. 
Their  march  the  British  Mnes  pursue ; 
And,  instant,  fall  the  noblest  lives, 
Stabb'd  by  the  murderous  Saxon  knives. 
Four  bundled  sixty  earls,  betrayed. 
And  barons,  m  the  dust,  were  laid« 
The  king  was  spared  to  see  disgrace. 
And  ruthless  rage.  Us  leahn,  defieicer 
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Constraioid,  reluetant,  lays  he  down 
The  brightest  honours  <tf  his  crown. 


In  long  snccession,  Saxon  hosts 
Possess^  nnchecked,  the  rayi^iad  coasts. 

This^>aarbarous  ConquMt,  long^  withstood. 
Thirteen  brave  kings  of  British  Uood. 
While  proTinced  England  lies  enslaved. 
The  storm,  heroic  Cornwall  braved. 


ni. 

As  Christian  light,  the  land,  pervades. 
The  ancient  fiedth,  retiring,  fades. 
Divinities,  whom  Greece, — whom  Rome, 
Had  worshipped  in  the  marble  dome, 


Oegraded^  sink.    Some  IntkiDg  seed, 

X'rolific,  of  tba  Dfoid  cceed, 

Xjay  scattered  round  ^—^and  oft,  wonld  blow, 

lioxiniaiit  ireede,  o'er  flowen  bdow. 

*]luMie  iteeamsy  ifUch  flowed  to  pmrify. 
Took,  fiom  the  bo&,  a  tmctnring  dye/ 
Credulity,  in  witchcraft's  cell. 
With  magic,  shonned  the  day,  to  dwell ; 
And  at  the  period,  we  now  write. 
In  fiuries,  Britain  fonnd  delight. 
More  nnmerons  than  the  Saxon  arms. 
In  Cornwall  sprang  enchantment's  charms. 
On  moonlight  heath,  or  dewy  green. 
By  Fancy's  eye,  their  troops  were  seen : 
Their  gamb<ds,  by  tlie  midnight  stream. 
And  dance  in  Cynthia's  silYer  beam ; 
The  circles,  finmed,  where  arms  had  rang. 
Were  themes  which  to  the  harp  were  sung. 

'Midst  mental  darkness,  pathless,  deep, 
For  ages,  whilst  the  mind,  asleep. 
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No  energies^  but  Onme,  unfolds^ 
Required  to  storm  stem  (MsRain-hoids,  • 
Tlie  haimless  race  led  coral  dance. 
Through  happy  yalea  of  ignorance ; 
And  toweling  heights,  would,  often,  climb. 
For  beauty's  form,  or  the  sublime. 


.  I 


IV. 


^t  Hofial  (RMtU  or  CintapgeL 

Of  those  who  owned  a  patriot s  flame, 
Uthei^  Pendragon  shines  in  fame : 
By  Merlin's  aid,  (ne'^er  father  owlndd 
The  seer,  through  ages^  feared,  renowned,) 
He  marched  i^;ainst  th'  usurping  foes ; 
Their  choicest  warrior-lines,  o'erthrows. 
Returned  on  Victory's  wide-spread  wings. 
Chief  sits  he  midst  the  British 
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They,  in  his  pmwesa  tried,  cinifide,  * 

To  lead  in  war ;  in  peace,  pieside. 


1 1 
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Another  battle^  with  snoeess^ 
He  fought  with  troops  firom  Xionesae  ; 
Their  dnke  Govlois,  through  the  ranks^ 
Conveys  the  sovereign's  gratefiil  thanks. 
The  Saxon  power  by  him  repelled. 
Their  hostile  ofibrts^  long,  lay  quelled. 
To  celebrate  the  great  event, 
A  summons  through  the  land  was  sent. 
That  nobles  meet  in  royal  hall. 
To  keep  a  solemn  fS^stival. 
To  give  th*  occasion  loftier  tone, 
Assembfod  beauty  greets  the  tinone. 
The  feast  so  splendid  was,  and  grand. 
As  if  no  Ibea  infest  the  land. 
Of  all  Hm  ladies  who  resort, 
To  constitute  the  briOiaat  coutt. 


■ . .  I,. • 


KOYAL  CA8TLB 

Duchess  Iqrene  firom  Ck>niwairs  coa^. 
For  charms,  attire,  all  tiiought^  engrossed^ 

Th'  enraptured  Uther  soon  descries 
The  heayenly  radiance  of  her  eyes  :• 
Though  welcomed  every  noble  guest. 
Her  lovely  form  sways  all  his  breastr 
This>  Goilois  witnesses,  in  rage[ ; 
Retires  without,  or  squire,  or  page* 
The  king  displeased  at  such  neglect 
Of  courtesy,  and  disrespect. 
Commands,  that  for  affiront  so  high. 
His  vassal  make  apology. 
The  Duke,  regardless,  disobeys : 
Resentment,  fierce,  the  king  betrays : 
Refusals,  brought,  him  more  incense ; 
In  buckled  mail  he  meets  th'  ofience. 

His  bands  attempt  to  waste,  with  flame. 
The  noblest  towers  of  Cornwall's  fame* 
Grorlois,  unable  them  t'  oppose. 
Sullen^  retreats  before  his  fo^ ; 
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Botreaox  hmwe  lines,  th'  attack^  wiUistairi; 
In  liopes  that  Iriah  aid  may  land ; 
Whilst^  in  llntagel  castle  ettong. 
He  placed  Igieiie,  secme  from  wrong. 

V. 

Tintagel  1  day's  pore  ocean  light 
Ne'er  rolled  o'er  stich  poetic  height ; 
The  seasons,  led  by  nimble  hoars. 
Ne'er  circled  stronger  spell-bound  towenr;  *- 
Spring  wafts  perfumes  on  zephyr's  wings,  - 
O'er  no  snch  dome  of  andmit 
The  broad,  bine,  Tanlt  of  snknmer^s  sky, 
Embrac'd  ne'er  snch  woven  witchery ; 
With  spiky  garlands,  antmnn,  crownM, 
Ne'er  nodded  o'er  snch  magic  gronnd ; 
^Midst  snch  enchantments  as  dwelt  theie. 
Ne'er  winter  stalked  with  tinkling  hair. 
Bed  lii^itnings  flashed,  and  thnnder  rolN, 
As  wizards  lionsed^  or  oontroll'd ; 

o  2 
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Or  vaiiifihed  flrote  tUs  scene  of  tMn^ 
The  wondchoidi  seat  bfObrnwalTs  kingsl 

Tintagel'fl  ntoed  tmnpairts^  Ibsse, 
Spam  tiai^  wIkv  covtt  a  bank  of  moss ; 
Bold  thistles  bending  to  the  wind^ 
Bear  sway  where  Britain's  chiefs  combined : 

Ah !  tilne  has  been^  where  sea-pitA^,  now. 
Deck's  the  peHin^a's  cnmson^d  blow,  ^ 
When  beoHty's  plidne  of  snoWy  white, 
iQTited  wazrioi^  fixmi  the  fight : 
Thiioiigh^  noaldering  waDs,  soft  evening's  gloiiv 
Steals  to  the. i^hadbwy  Tale  below. 
Their  tralL  the  harmless  sheep  haVe  made^ 
Where,  ersi,  biased  fiur  the  amied  {made :  : 
Tall  Uad0»  of  grass,  luxtoriant^  staiid, 
Wherpihesroes  Waved  the  flaraiag  brand ; 
The  sea-iti0W  wmga  her  airy  flight. 
Where krve  iriuipiroft  the  gallant  knight: 
FIttoe  birds  of  ptoey  their  victims  tear^ 
Where  qnjeWs  reposed  the  haip  to  bear: 


OF  itVTAA^aui  aOA 

Hoarse  galk  inyade,  ^th  ceaseless  scieam, 
Tmtagdr*Hmo»  the  nalioh's  tbwuu. ... 


Alas!  mmioie  th'liece&e  wiNi  -    . 
Resounds  on  Comwall's  TocaL  lyse. 

Haik  I  footstipi  pass  aloag  ^b  eaftii» 
Wfld  laughter^  and  tenific  fliurtta ;    ,     ' 
In  battered  casques^  chiefs^  rattling,  fly. 
On  steeds  jnniriuuiiess'idt,  wbile  tbe  $kj, 
Damped,  by  dakdk  vapoim  firom  tbcfbr  ahM4»' 
A  pall,  haaga,  o'er  t|ie  tBaelajw  fiddi 
Wrapt  in  pale  Cynthia's  silTery  s^ad^ 
lliey  ftequeiii  leaw  tliair  sUteit  clMd ; 
Hail,  in  tiie  living  sea  of  giass^ 
Their  ndned  oastlOf  aa  they/paas; 
And  Maty  lui  on  Ipdiiiiaiaii-evc, 
To  «idKard  harps  the  faillova  heavjiw 
On  miaCrinrapt  toll ;  on  heathy  pliai^ 
Thqr  aet  hii#B  deedi^  agajou         . 
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.^*l'    ;■  ■•■VI. 

William  qf  Wofsier, — sage  lenown^^i 
Becords^  Tintagel  ramparts  firowned. 
Far  o'er  blue  ocean,  and  the  land. 
As  CorinoeiiS/  skilful,  planned. 

Tvras  his  the  aiduons  task  f  impose 
On  Comwall^s  conqn^ed  giantHfoes^ 

A  forest  deep  of  iHrancliing  trees, 
l^Havingt  lier  ombrage  to  the  bveease. 
Of  three'  days'  journey  o'er  a  plaug 
Extending  by  the  northern  main. 
Around  it  stood.    Through  rude  hewn  rockjs, 
O'erhung  with  elms,  and  shadowing  oa](s,   ■ 
The  entrance  lay,  so  strait,  confined. 
Three  men  defy  could,  troops,  combined. 

This  passed,  a  lengthy  bridge,  and  drawn. 
By  chains,  clanked  to  the  castle  lawn*  i 
Of  massive  blocks,  quadrangular  towera 
Confessed  the  might  of  giant-powers. 


THK   0AXOK8.  I9f' 


Hengisty  who  fiom  the  isle  had  fled> 
For  firesb  attack  more  troops^  eonvejred. 
Again^  the  British  lines,  in  sight. 
Stand  marshalled,  him  t*  oppose  in  fight. 
With  deep  dissembled  purpose,  stands 
He,  to  ensnare  th' inconscions  bands ; 
He  treats  for  peace;  dares  to  propose. 
His  tioops,  miarmed ;  unarmed,  his  ibes. 
Meet,  on  the  i^ain  aronnd  Stone-Henge, 
A  lasting  treaty,  to  arrange. 
Writes  Hardmge,  on  the  treacherous  field, 
''  JBjiives  in  their  hosen,  his  troops  concealed." 

With  oliye-boughs  to  th'  interview. 
Their  march  the  British  lines  pursue ; 
And,  instant,  fiJI  the  noblest  lives, 
Stabb'd  by  the  murderous  Saxon  knives. 
Four  hundred  sixty  earls,  betrayed. 
And  barons,  in  the  dust,  were  laid« 
The  king  was  spared  to  see  disgrace. 
And  ruthless  rage.  Us  reahn,  defiice. 
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At  Chrurtanad-«V6^  when  Uaaiii^  fires 
mnmed  the  haHd  with  wieathinif  sphm^ 
Dissolved  in  €kmd«,  it  paissed  uwaj, 
like  mist  befoie  the  momii^  fay. 
When  vernal  flowers  perfumed  the  plain; 
The  pQe,  majesttety  toweied  again. 

When  vaulted  rotse  the  smmer  skies, 
Again>  it  fled  from  mortal  eyes  : 
And  heaven's  bioad  canopy  of  bine 
Hung  bootless  o'er  the  vanished  view. 
Skilled  natives  of  the  neighbouring  place. 
No  vestiges,  conld  ever  trace : 
By  Ia,ndmari^,  permanent,  they  told. 
Where  wonld  arise  the  enchanted  hold. 

Hither  Igiene,  secure,  retires. 
From  Utber's  anas,  and  wasteful  flres. 


VII- 
Before  Botieanx,  while  Utber  lay. 
Blocked  up  defile,  and  broader  way. 


t€ 
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UIi^iis^  his  oonfidcBty  in  haste; 
Brings  tidiogis  o'ier  the  iieatby  mmte^ 

'' An  imed  man>  ifbose  sOirer  hair 
'^  Fhmts  siieamiBg' om  ihe  breezy  air^;        / 
*'  Makes  promise,  he  by  means,  unseen, 

CangiVe  access  to  fidr  Igrene ; 

The  plan  he/vvill  to  yon  reyeal> 
*'  In  peh^on  ;«-*dse  from  aD,  conceal' 

Th'  impatient  moiiarch  rose  -with  day ; 
The  faithfhl  Undns  leads  the  way : 
When  to  th'  appointed  j^ace  they  came, 
An  old  man  meets  them,  blind  and  lame } 
They,  intent  irhen  garing,  with  snrprise. 
The  enchanter  Meriin,  recognise. 

''  Hai},  king  of  Britain,'*  he  exdaimed, 
**  From  thee  a  son,  descending,  famed, 
**  Shan  spread  the  splendours  of  his  retgn^ 
*'  Far  as  yon  meteor's  blazing  trsin.*"-** 

(They  look  :*--<o'er  heaven's  Hg^tMlehiged  Uue^ 
A  flaming  meteor  rapid  flew.-—) 
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''  Thy  kingdoBi^  wet  with  nightly  tears, 
'*  Trees,  nartareB,  destined  for  his  spears ; 
''  T'  nnfidd  the  fiites  nqmres  my  aid ; — 
'*  Wilt  thou?**— Jiis  nod,  assent^  conveyed. 


The  seer,  to  crown  Pendragon's  joys. 
His  hidden  art,  alert,  employs. 
Weird  sisters,  called  from  nei^bonring  down. 
The. destiny,  weave,  of  Britain's  crown ; 
The  leaves,  the  roots,  the  stalks,  they  bmise 
Of  potent  hfsrbs ;  concoct,  infuse  t 
Applied,  their  virtues  soon  displace 
The  featiires  of  king  Uther's  foce ; 
And,  gradual,  he  acquires  the  look. 
And  lineaments  of  Cornwall's  duke ;— <- 
That  voice  accord  with  visage  fixed, 
H^  drinks  a  potion  Merlin  mixed ; 
Who,  Ursius  and  hiibself,  attires, 
like  two  (tf  Ooriois'  trusty  squires* 
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Thos  metamorphosed,  seciiel^  went    I 
The  king  and  pages  firom  his  tent 
Through  camp  his  confidents  conyey^ 
Affairs  of  state  him  call  away. 


Duke  Gorlois,  promptly,  at  the  news, 
Th*  advantage,  as  he  hoped,  pursues ; 
A  sortie,  make$ ; — and  bravely  falls. 
As  Uther  reached  Tintagel  walls. 
The  bowmen-guards;  sutHuissive,  stand. 
Obsequious  to  the  known  command ; 
The  massive,  moaning,  valves  unfold. 
As  night's  daii(.  clouds,  in  silence,  rolk4* 


Ere  radiance,  frQm  the  morning  sky. 
Illumed  the  castle  turrets  high. 
Heralds,  dispatched,  impatient  wait. 
For  entrance  at  the  drowsy  gate* 
Announced  when  'twas  the  duke  lay  sbdn. 
With  gallant  warriors  on  the  plain. 
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PendragoK'hwiteni  to  the  MA, 

And  from  Igiuie  tbeerciBi,  oQiiMaled, 


YIU. 

Gcey  stones  fonn  on  the  dieary  heath. 
The  narrow  house,  and  hpma  of  death ; 
Piled  high  the  circular  bnirow  rose 
To  guifd  hef  tfcaiaiitfs  lone  repose. 


Pendfagim  holds  his  rojral  waf. 
Brave  Cornwall's  castles  to  sonrejr. 
Til'  attendant  peers,  who  there  sojourned. 
When  to  Tintagel  he  QBtnrned, 
Advise,  for  Qoniwall's  weal,  Igiene 
Distinguished^  rise  as  Britain's  queem 
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EnmptiiiedhetAlhdtbimi^piimTO  I  : 
Of  her^  wkeie  cintand  all  liid  tove*-** 


Tintagd  towers,  vitk  music,  rang ; 
Hymns  nuptial^  airy  concerts  sang; 
Deft  fi^ry  troops,  in  green  array,    . 
Spread  o'er  tbe  lawns  on  Cynlliia's  ray ; 
In  gambols  by  the  silver  floods. 
They  congregate  in  Moray  woods ; 
Heedless  of  gnaids  in  anas,  unseen. 
Gallop  o'er  bridge  and  castlegieon; 
Resign  their  steeds  and  gossamer  rein  ;     if 
And,  laughing,  trip  the  flowery  plain ;.  "  / 
And,  soft  as  downy  footed  hoora, 
Dance  tfaimigii  tbe  kedla  and  loAy  towen. 

Their  noisy  ■dilh  and  revelry. 
Merlin  beholds^  with  fobdiing  ejie ; 
His  wand  te  wmviea;— ^obsequioos,  aU^ 
With  losMhftiiMr  tii^  noptial  IialL 
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Pendragon^mdhiBblashiDgqaeaii^'    ^ 
Regard,  gatpoBed^'^be  magic  soaM* 


Sons  raUed  away ; — ^'midst  nuptial  joys^ 
He,  respita  ftom* wai^i^  toilg^^employ^,    ' 
T*  establish  ^  Igrene'gifepos^j       • 
An  order  knotm  'midst  Britain's  fo^t        ^ 
like  those  Who  shone  in  Saxon  fights. 
Creates,  he,  at  Tintagel,  knights. 
Who,  coniteoQS,  brave  to  cheick  alarms, 
When  he  departs  to  fame,  and  arms. 
Attend  flie  qneen« — ^la  yelyet  hood. 
And  buckled  mail,  thef  search  the  wood ;  / 
Thence,  damseb,  who  had  shelter  fonght,^ 
They,  to  Tintagel  castlet,  brought 

To  seek  the  hospitable  board,  : 
Fled  iliany  firimi  the  Saxon  jnrovd*  « 

The  sobbing  bM^i  the  stiwming  9ye> 
Excite  Igrene's  warm  sympathy : 


The  charity  riie,  Und^  bestows,'      •' 
To  her  babe,  Qnbom^  initiiietive  floim. 


Yes !  Arthur,  in  sacceeding  yean, 
Was  springes  kind  beam  'midst  winter's  tears. 

We,  ere  we  bring  him  on  the  scene,  • 
Unfold  events  which  intervene. 
He,  soon  fis  he  behdd  the  light. 
By  Merlin,  was  conveyed  iiom  sight ; 
And,  destined  fisdlen  times  to  repair. 
Consigned  to  kiii^thood*s  earliest  card. 


X. 

A  cave,  adorned  with  wizard  skOI, 
That  £eu*  extended  'teeath  a  hUl, 

Where  beech  and  fir  trees  towered. 
Was  Merlin's  fireqnenti  calm,  retreat. 
When  conrting  rest  from  magic  feat,- 

Where  opraing  knighthood  flowered. 


*'.  I 


Seen,  distanVin  the*  Woody  y^„  :l 
As  night  iliii}tsyhoax>:drdttkergak. 

Which  battle  towers  surround. 
Sir  Hector's  halls  <m  Saxon  war, 
iPvom  aU  tiieir  tmrets  fiown  afar, 

Witji  skilfiil  archcrs,^  cvowned. 


IV 


Placed  'neath  Sir  Hector's- guardian  care. 

By  Mcodin's  counsel  sage, 
Young  Arthur's  virtues  opened  fiiir. 

Like  mondng  suns  on  -age^ 


When  shepherds  droye  their  bleating  flocks. 
Safe  from  wild  cliflb,  or  headkmg  rocks> 

As  wintry  torrent9  roared. 
Would  Arthur  "wifik  he  if  ere  a  man,    . 
To  save  the.  ^tj^^n^  im  the.  van. 

From  Sa^ion  foes^  ahhonfd* 


[  .     • 


Oft  would  he>  when  fierce  ttampests  blew. 
His  way,  to  heatfa^iewned  hill,  porsne ; 

And  o'er  the  mean,  below; 
Would  view  the  biHowy  nunintaiiui  rise ; 
Would,  as  they  sunk,  ¥rith  straining  eyes. 

Observe  the  wave^  of  snow :  • 


Then,  down  to  Merfia's  care  he- d  hie ; 
And,  whilst  the  winds  rosbed  whistlingr  by. 

His  withered  himd,  would  squeese ; 
And  ask,  if  ients^  on  battle  flcMs, 
Where  warriors  fight  with  spears  and  shields. 

Wave,  white,  like  stevm-tossed  ft^.    ' 


When  MerliB  wottldy  Ae  taie>  prolong. 

For  captive  queens,  how  giants  stnmg,  ' 

Their  swords  in  c<»nbat,  clashed, 

His  ardent  mind  ^owed  at  each  stroke ; 

Young  thunders,  round  th'  horizon,  broke. 

And  embryo  lightnings  flashed, 
p 
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When  sqnadron'd  fidries,  clothed  in  green. 

Their  bridles  ringing  shrill. 
Galloped,  as  scarcely  to  be  seen. 

Around  the  laughing  hill. 


When  martial  shouts  came  on  the  gale. 
He  longed  for  helm ;  he  longed  for  mail. 

Impatient  of  control : 
Sir  Hector's  care,  or  Merlin's  art. 
As  soon  might  stay  the  flying  dart. 

As  curb  young  Arthur's  soul. — 


As  circling  suns  fulfilled  their  round. 
And  years  rolled  swiftly  on, 

Pendragon,  whom  brave  Britons  owned. 
The  bulwark  of  the  throne. 

Now  sleeps  in  death ; — ^the  silent  place 

Beholds  him,  of  the  royal  race. 
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The  last ;  whili^  whehning  bands 
Of  stem  imraders,  wand  the  shoie^ 
Secure,  the  flag  of  conquest  bore. 

And  colonised  the  lands. 


Disjointed  £eiCtions  vainly  strove. 
Long  to  obtain  the  people's  love. 

By  some  pretending  heir ; 
And  long  Ihe  realm,  'midst  bloodshed,  groaned; 
Whilst  this  was  crowned ;  or  that,  dethroned^ 

By  sword  and  falchion  bare. 


XI. 

Twas  antmnn,  wh«i  the  cooler  bveeafie. 
With  umber,  paints  Tintagd  trees ; 

Igrene,  attended,  rode, 
With  squire  and  page,  fleet  in  the  chace. 
While  knights,  their  martial  minds,  unbrace, 

As  vale  and  mountain  glowed^ 
p  2 
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With  hound  and  hom,  dupougb  plain  and  wood, 
Down  soimy  glade ;  o'er  3plashing  floods 

In  green,  and  3C|urli9t  gay^ 
They  swift  pursue  the  bounding  deer. 
Till  mountain  shades  float  on  the  rear. 

And  lengthened  march  of  day.' 


Fatigued,  the  queen  leaves  off  the  course ; 
6ives>  to  her  faithfhl  page>  her  horse. 

Beside  the  verdant  wood : 
Descending,  swift,  the  airy  hill,: 
And  bounding  o'er  the  tinkling  rill, 

A  youth  before  hex  stood. 
His  auburn  locks,  like  t^idrils,  hung  ; 

His  eyes  were  like  the  sloe ; 
And  in  his  hand  he  bore,  unstrung. 

With  ivory  tipped,  %  bow. 


When  he  observance,  duteous,  made, 
A  purpling  blush,  his  checks,  overspread : 


€< 
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Igrene,  him^  thus  addressed ; 
Fair  yentli,  thrice  welcome  art  tbon  here ; 
Thy  generoiiff  "ristt  may  me  cheer/  - 
''  The  short  tisie  while  I  rest" 


Beneath  a  spreading  oak,  akme. 
When  seated  on  a  moss-clad  stone ; 
She  asks  him  who  the  parents  were. 

To  whom  he  owes  Us  birth  ? 
'^  For  sure,  such  noble  niien  and  air, 

"  Bespeak  liigti  name  and  worth/' 


'^  Behind  yon  distant  hiU,  whose  crest 
'^  Reposes  midst  a  lake  of  mist, 

''  Shine,  far,  my  &ikea^s  halls, 
''  Sir  Hector,  he  a  valiant  knight, 
^'  Ne'er  backward  to  engage  ill  fight, 

^*  When  iDJnred  beauty  calls* 
p  8 
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''  A  seer,  whom^  years  liave  rendered^  hoar^ 
''  Draws  firom  his  fi>ant  of  ancient  lore. 
What  may  prepare  me  for  the  stage 
That  waits,  he  says;  a  riper  age ; 


ii 
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*^  My  name  is  Arthur. — Scarce  had  morn 

*^  Beamed  thro'  the  clouds,  when  hunter's  horn 


€€ 


Dispelled  night's  fading  frown ; 
''  And  I,  unbarred  the  castle  gate. 
Climbed,  'midst  the  fern,  with  heart  elate ; 
And,  though  I  posted,  fleet,  as  wind^ 
The  chace  still  left  me  far  behind, 
"  On  yonder  dewy  down." 


<t 
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Him,  she  regards  with  anxious  look ; 
Quick  blushes  rose ; — as  quick,  forsook 

Her  countenance  intent ; 
Sighs,  heaves  she,  as  her  heart  is  wrung ; 
To  emotions  deep,  her  faultering  tongue. 

Abruptly,  thus  gives  vent : 
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''  Unchristen*d,  carried  was  my  babe^ 
**  To  fairy  land,  by  elfin  Mabe ; 

**  And,  if  I  reckon  tme, 
**  Sach  wonld  have  shone  his  comely  grace, 
'^  And  opening  bloom,  as  those  I  trace. 
My  generous  youth,  in  you. 


it 
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As  token  of  my  dear  regard. 
Your  innate  sympathy's  reward, 
**  Accept  this  ancient  ring ; 
Let  it,  your  youthful  hand,  adorn, 
'^  As  it  has  mine ;  erst,  was  it  worn 
'^  By  Britain*s  noble  king. 


ti 


Tintagel  towers  o'er  ocean  green. 
Lone  dwelling  of  a  widowed  queen  :— 
In  peaceful  times  ;  in  sorrow's  hour. 
High  wdeome  waits  thee  at  my  bower.** 
She  said,  and  seized  the  flowing  rein. 
As  back,  the  knights  rode  o'er  the  plain. 
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XII. 

Youi^^  Arthur  knows  not  wha^t  may  mean 
Tintagel,  or  a  widowed  queen ; 

And,  as  day's  setting  beam 
Plays,  spaikling,  round  his  golden  gift, 

[im.  Merlin  hailed,  firom  rocky  dift 

That  overhung  the  stream. 


Th'  adventure,  Arthur  full  relates ; 
While  Merlin  summons  up  the  fates. 
Twelve  brilliant  stones  bestud  the  ring. 
Though  small  as  dew-drops  of  the  spring. 

And  spotless,  pure,  as  they ;— ^ 
Now,  fields,  they  swell  the  magic  zone. 
Where  blazoned  actions^  mirrored,  shone. 

And  battles  in  array. 


Successive,  in  his  wondering  view, 
Hosts^  broken,  fly ;  while  hosts  pursue : 
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There,  leagared  castles  pour  their  bands. 
To  whdm  fierce  foes,  from  foreign  lands : 
Here,  reapers  leave  the  half-cnt  com^ 
Smnmoned.  to  arms  by  tnartial  horn  : 
In  floors,  where  lay  the  frnitfid  sheaves ; 
In  abbey  yards,  oaks  shoot  their  leaves : 
There,  welling,  down  the  moimtains  nm 
Streams,  gargling  in  the  bloody  son : 
Wolves  prowl  through  cities  desolate ; 
Hoarse  ravens  seise  the  shattered  gate : 
Here,  towns  blaze  to  the  smoky  skies, 
'Midst  mothers'  shrieks,  and  infant  cries ; 
While  husbands  wet  the  shadowy  plain. 
With  floods  of  tears,  like  moonlight  rain : 
There,  banners  wave  o'er  heath  and  down ; 
Here,  kneels  a  youth  t'  accept  the  crown ; 
And,  'midst  the  desolation  vast. 
All,  on  him  looks  of  languor,  cast 

Th'  inc(Hiscious  Arthur  fiemdes  not, 
Such  scenes  predict  his  future  lot 
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XIII. 

Had,  many  a  year,  with  ruthless  hand. 
Stem  faction  torn  the  bleeding  land ; 

While  vacant  stood  the  throne : 
And  gathering  storms  still  settled  round. 
And  suffering  Britons,  shelter,  found 

In  Cornwall's  forts  alone. 


'  To  Canterbury,  Merlin  hastes. 

Through  Saxon  lines,  and  blood»stained  wastes  ; 

Her  prelate,  tells,  on  Christmas-eve, 

Their  woes,  a  miracle  will  relieve ; 

That  he,  in  spite  of  hostile  spears. 

Must,  then,  convene  the  scattered  peers  ; 

The  secret  great  will  be  revealed. 

Who  may,  of  right,  the  sceptre  wield. 


As  Merlin  said,  forth  mandate  went. 
That  knights,  from  town  and  shire. 

And  lords,  attend  the  parliament. 
On  pain  of  curses  dire. 
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Obedient  to  the  liigli  oommaiidsj 
The  barons  met  in  maitial  bands : 
While,  matins  and  the  mass,  they  nsBg, 
And  dome  and  aisles,  re-echoing,  lang ; 
Behind  th'  east  altar,  heaved,  the  modd. 

While  trembled  ererj  tomb; 
Then  rose,  as  back  the  greem  swaird  rcdled, 

A  stone  from  earth's  dark  womb : 
In  it  stood  sheathed,  inscribed  with  gold, 

A  bumished  warrior's  sword, 
'^  Who  puU^  me  oat,  in  him,  behidd 

*^  Your  future  soTcmgn  lord.** 


Ten  knights  of  honour,  firee  fiom  stain. 
Purveyed,  around  the  sw<Hrd,  remain. 
Expectant,  who  the  heavens  beneath. 
May  draw  it  from  the  marble  sheath. 


On  new-years'  day,  the  barons  bdd. 
For  joust  and  toumayj  stand  enrolled. 
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That  mom,  liie  sendee  p^t»  iMth  shield, ' 
And  buckled  mail,  each  rode  a^field :     • 
Then  came,  intent^  at  tilts  to  roB, 
Sir  Hector  and  Sir  Kaye  his  son. 
With  them,  impelled  by  hidden  flames, 
C!omes  Arthur,  too,  to  see  the  games. 
By  accident,  upon  the  way. 
Was  left  the  sword  of  young  Sir  Kaye ; 
The  loss  made  known ;  with  willing  mind. 
Bides  Arthur  back  the  blade  to  find : 
Arrived,  where  they  had,  late,  reposed. 
All  doors  were  barred;  all  gates  were  closed ; 
He  calls,  but  answer  had  he  none ; 
To  jousting  old  and  young  were  gone. 
Sore  vexed,  he  said,  ''some  other  way, 
''  My  brother  shall  be  armed  to-day :" 
And  soon  he  reached  the  abbey-yard. 
And  passed,  unarmed,  the  watchful  guard ; 
By  the  white  marble,  takes  his  stand ; 
On  th'  iminisoned  weapon,  lays  bis  hand : 
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Soon  as  his  Umch,  the  bright  hilt  fdt. 
The  Yigoroas  hold  beg;ati  to  melt. 

m 

With  YjBliimt.pvll,  the. blade,  he  drew. 
While  lightn^^^B,  raottd  the  ehoich-ryajs^  flew. 

Sir  Kaye,  whea  aeen  in  ArUmf  s  hand, 
Koows  H  to  be  th'  enchaiited  brand  ; 
Then  joyfiil  to  his  fathdr,  flew ; 
''  Behold,  to  whom  the  crown  is  due." 


As  back^ieComed  they  to  the  stone, 
Arthur  relates  what  he  had  done ; 
And,  quick,  as  oars  through  biUows  pass. 
He  plunged  it  in  the  marble  mass. 
Long,  anxious,  all  assay  in  y aiu. 
To  wrest  it  from  its  bed  again. 


By  Arthur's  hand,  miraculous  sight ! 
It  willing  rose,  'midst  streaming  light ; 
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Inconscious,  whilst  he  waved  it  higb^    « 

And  flashes  filled  the  air^ 
The  time  approached  woidd  not  belie 
«  Sir  Hector's  gnardiaii  csixe  ;• 
That  warrior-kn^ht,  advancing,  kneels 

Before  the  martial  ting ; 
And  said,  **  him,  whom  the  sword  reveals^ 

''  Acknowledge,  Britain's  king/' 


Buchanan  writes,  th'  assembled  peers. 
Him,,  crowned,  at  th'  age  of  eighteen  years. 


Sir  Hector,  now  replete  with  joy. 
As  heaven  befriends  the  noble  boy. 
To  impart  his  right  to  royal  power. 
Embraced  the  earliest  quiet  hour ; 
Relates,  how  in  the  Saxon  strife. 
His  father  lost  his  valued  life ; 
How,  in  Tintagel's  distant  towers. 
His  mother  passes  lonely  hours* 
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Tears  toU,  on  this,  down  Arthur's  fitce : — > 
The  huntress,  resting  firom  the  chace. 
Who  monmed  her  son  as  lost ; — bestowed 
That  ring  which  on  his  finger  glowed. 
Wake  filial  love : — ^the  crown,  he  wore. 
And  sped  his  way  to  Cornwall's  shore. 


XV. 

Tlntagel  woods,  before  his  yiew. 
In  livelier  verdure,  waving,  grew : 
Chains,  which,  in  magic,  kept  it  bound ; 
Wide  seas  of  mist,  which  surge  around^ 
Disperse,  soon  as  the  fiery  blast. 
Of  his  horse's  nostrils,  'mong  them,  pass'd. 
His  heralds  wind  the  portal  horn ; 
'Mongst  towers  and  treesj  the  sound  is  bome ; 
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Fi!om  their  lugli  watcb>  look  bowmen^  down ; 
Whilst  rays  dart  sparkling  fix)m  his  orown ; 
Tbnmgh  loop-holes>  'midst  their  armour  placed. 
Guards,  with  snspteious  eye,  him^  faced : 
Loud  aska  the  trompeter,  across 
The  deep,  wide,  intenreqing  fosse, 
"  Whence,  and  what  are  you  V — ^In  reply. 
They  see  a  snowy  banner  fly. 


The  snowy  banner,  fiN>m  the  walls. 
Is  hung,  whilst  down  the  drawbridge  falls ; 
Helm,  mail,  and  graith,  with  dust  were  spread ; 
And  foan^  the  steeds  that  fleet  had  sped. 
Without  portcullis,  whilst  they  stand, 
Arthur,  the  ring,  takes  from  his  hand ; 
And  asks  a  page  who  walked  the  green,' 
To  carry  it  to  the  gracious  queen. 


Igrene,  from  northern  lattice,  viewed 
Hie  mists  ndl,  fleet,  as  winds  pursued ; 
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When,  entering  the  high  chamber  door. 
The  courteous  page,  the  token,  bore.— 

A  while,  she  silent,  blushing,  stood:— 
The  comely  youth  seen  in  the  wood. 
With  all  those  generous  sympathies. 
Which  can  within  the  bosom  rise. 
It  brings  to  mind.    She,  to  her  halls. 
Orders  admittance  through  the  walls. 


The  ringing  arms  announce  th'  advance 
Of  him  she,  whilom,  met  by  chance : 
She  knows  not  why, — but  yearning  wrung 
Is  her  full  heart : — her  faultering  tongue. 
Her  labouring  thoughts,  £euIs  to  convey ; 
Her  breast,  a  parent's  feelings  sway* 


King  Arthmr,  soon  as  her  he  saw. 
Doff *d  Britain's  crown,  in  filial  awe ; 
*^  My  mother !" — ^words  he  found  not  more. 
As  hastes  he  long  the  conscious  floor : 
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She^faintly  shrieks^  'midst  gathering  tears ; 
Starts  back^  o'ercome,  "with  hope^ — ^with  fears  ; 
Beholds  him  with  o'erflowing  eyes, — 
And  to  his  arms,  enraptured,  flies. 

The  warrior  chiefs,  who  stand  around, 
Th'  affection  caught ;  in  tears,  were  drowned. 


The  rose,  the  lily,  and  the  thorn, 
Bibe  fragrance  from  the  dewy  mom  ; 
Expanding  wide  their  balmy  sway. 
As  o'er  the  hills,  mists  pass  away : 
So,  dignified  affection  rears 
Her  head,  when,  cease,  the  pious  tears. 


As  day,  succeeding  day,  rcdls  by, 
Joy  reigns  throughout  Tintagel  high  ; 
And  Cornwall  to  her  farthest  bounds. 
With  th'  unexpected  bliss  resounds. 


XVL 

Deep  tronblesr  of  a  suffering  land. 
Call  Axthor  from  his  native  strand : 
He  leaves,  to  wage  with  Saxon  powers. 
His  mother  in  her  ancient  towers. 


That  hostile  race,  soon  as  they  heard. 
The  crown  was  on  a  youth  conferred. 
Strengthened  by  troops  which  recent  came. 
Prepare  t'eraze  the  British  name : 
From  hill  to  MD ;  from  plain  to  plain. 
They  ride  triumphant  o'er  the  slain. 

This  to  prevent,  he  counsel  took 
With  Ms  cousin  Cador,  CJomwall's  duke* 

A  thousand  men  of  lionesse. 

With  him  to  meet  th'  usurper,  press. 
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They  meet. — ^With  wounds^  while  numbers  Weed, 
Brave  Cador  sees  his  plans  succeed. 

Baldulphus  leads  the  Saxon  bands^ 
Who^  routed,  heed  no  chief's  commands  : 
Colgrine,  his  brother,  from  afar. 
Invokes  their  Pagan  gods  of  war. 
To  pass  th'  opposing  British  line, 
Baldulphus  forms  this  bold  design. 

Disguised  in  minstrers  mean  attire. 
He  wakes  the  chords  with  music's  fire. 
Thus,  unsuspected,  on  he  stroUs ; 
And  Britain's  camp,  his  strain  controls. 


He  strikes^  the  harp  : — ^winged  on  the  breeze. 
Flies  harmony  o'er  furze  and  leas. 

And  charms  the  fragrant  air : 
Larks,  as  they  dimb  the  noon-tide  beam. 
Rising  to  heaven,  delighted,  seem> 

The  swelling  notes,  to  bear. 
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He  strikes  the  harp : — stretched  on  the  ground^ 
The  resting  warriors  listen  ron  nd. 

To  the  melliflnons  strain ; 
Forget,  the  whfle,  the  u»ls  of  war ; 
The  clash  of  arms ;  the  scythe-armed  car, 

RoUed  o'er  the  mangled 


He  strikes  the  harp : — the  distant  home. 
Where  yonth,  in  innocence,  would  roam. 

Starts  in  the  soldier's  eye ; 
The  sunny  morning  of  his  day 
Appears, — and  vanishes  away. 

Amid  a  stifled  sigh : 


The  minnow-pool ;  the  mossy  bnm. 

That,  tinkling,  would  his  msh-wheel,  torn ; 

Wide  harvesf  s  blythsome  field. 

Flow,  in  succession,  firom  the  strings ; — 

Responsire  sounds,  each  warrior  rings. 

Rude,  on  his  bossy  shield. 
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He  strikes  the  harp : — that  blissfiil  hoiu% 
Which  do^ray  flew  'neath  love's  soft  power^ 

Betnms  midst  joys  refined ; 
The  rosy  dicek,  with  dimpled  smile. 
Of  maiden  tme,  blooms  to  begiule 

The  hoary  yeteran's  mind. 


When  he,  the  British  lines,  had  cleared. 
And  mnsic's  sound,  more  faintly  heard. 
He  changed  his  hand : — ^then  loftier  rose 
Triumphant  strains  o'er  conquered  foes* 


He  struck  the  harp : — the  groan  of  death. 

And  war's  terrific  dang. 
Float  undulating  o'er  the  heath. 

As  wild,  the  strings,  he  rang. 


The  lig^t^  in  0€cgr%fs  p^6,  that  g^ows. 
Guides  us  with  him  throu^  Britain's  foes. 
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When  near  his  brother's  fort  he  drew. 
The  guards,  him,  by  a  signal,  knew : 
Cords,  down,  are  sent ;  and  he  ascends 
Safe  to  Colgrine  and  Saxon  Mends. 

Them,  he  informs,  from  German  shore, 
A  nnmeroos  fleet,  fresh  warriors,  bore. 
To  whom  he,  orders,  had  dispatched, 
T  elude  the  sentinels  who  watched. 
That  sailing  long  the  southern  coast. 
The  transports  land  the  valiant  host 

As  he  directed,  'twas  obeyed ; 
Six  hundred  ships,*  armed  bands,  conveyed 
To  Totnesrr-oJl  our  history's  base. 
And  honoured  by  that  barbarous  race. 


XVII. 

In  vain  the  Britons,  whelmed,  retire 
From  all  devouring  sword  and  fire : 
*  Geo^  of  MoumouUL 
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To  fens  and  woods^  the  few,  who  fly. 
By  hanger  starved,  more  lingering,  die. 


The  ruthless  Saxons,  breathing  wrath. 
Victorious,  penetrate  to  Bath. — 

When  of  their  progress  Arthur  hears. 
His  camp  he  strack ;  marched  bows  and  spearsu 
Nennius  records,  (ho  history  wrote. 
Soon  after  Arthur's  fields  were  fought,) 
Merlin,  the  valiant  king  to  shield. 
Brought  magic  armour  to  the  field : 
The  steely  mail,  in  splendour,  shone. 
Worthy  the  prince  of  Britain's  throne. 
Refidgent  helm  of  gold  he  wore. 
Which,  on  its  top,  a  dragon,  bore : 
High  waving  o'er  the  lofty  crest. 
Rose  silver  hair,  like  plume  of  mist. 
That,  peaily  sprinkled,  seemed  to  dance. 
As  mom*8  first  beams,  through  night-dews,  glance ; 
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And  trembled  with  soft  zephyr's  breathy 
Dread  as  the  aimory  of  death. 
Braced  on  his  arm  like  kindling  star, 
Pridwen,  his  shidd,  inyites  the  war ; 
On  it  engrared,  in  virgin  charms, 
Mary,  the  babe,  holds  in  her  arms: — 
By  Christian  emblems,  'twas  believed. 
Sure  victory  would  be  achieved. 
With  OalUbum,  his  sword  renowned, 
Avallon's  gift,  his  thigh  is  bound. 
Whose  sleeping  virtue  waked  to  tame 
The  hottest  battle's  raging  flame ; 
From  its  dread  flash,  leapt  brands  around. 
Like  shivered  marble  to  the  ground. 
The  polished  Bau,  his  shining  lance. 
Supports  his  terrible  advance. 


Impetuous,  on  the  Saxon  bands. 
To  rush,  the  king,  his  troops,  commands. 
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Impenetmble  long  they  stood^ 
As  'gainst  the  stonn^  the  sounding  wood. 
While  yictoiy  hwgs  in  dread  snspense^ 
And  battle  seems  but  to  conunence ; 
Collecting  all  his  strength,  he  drew 
{lis  Calliiyam,  whilst  lightnings  Hew : 
Prayers  to  the  Tirgin,  then,  he  made ; 
And  mshed,  tremendous,  with  the  Uade, 
Enchantment  spread  her  wizard  wing. 
At  that  dread  hour,  o*er  Britain's  king ; 
And  every  foe  to  death  is  gored, 
^Wl^ere  falls  hi3  magic-tempered  sword< 


xvni. 
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Whilst  Britain,  was^  again,  lestoced  . 
To  her  aiDpient  $taii/^,  and  ilghlfiil  loxd ; 
Arthur  retoms,  with  heart  dat^^ 
His  nuptial  rites,  to  cdehrate* 


Restormd,  Cador's  ducal  place. 
Awaits  the  soyereign  and  his  Grace. 

There,  during  war,  had  inmate  been 
The  fair,  designed  as  Britain's  queen. 
Whom  Cador,  with  parental  care. 
Caused,  with  hi^  daughters,  equal  share. 
The  education  which  supports 
The  royal  dignity  of  courts. 
She  could  her  noble  lineage  trace 
Through  fiunilies  of  patrician  race. 
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Her  channs  and  yirtaons  mind  conspire 
The  youthful  king^  with  loye^  t'  inspire : 
And,  ardent,  longs  he  to  confer 
The  nuptial  ring  on  Guenever. 


A  valiant  youtii  sailed  in  her  train. 
When  she,  firom  Latium,  crossed  the  main ; 
Sir  Launcelot  de  Lake  his  name, 
Destined  for  future  deeds  of  fame. 

By  hi^  attention  of  her  knight. 
The  leaden-footed  hours  fly  light. 


•  ■ 


•    TintageFs  feme  had  reached  his  ear ; 
And  clad  in  mail ;  and  armed  with  spear. 
He  holds  his  way  to  know  if  true. 
It  disappeared  from  mortal  view. 
The  mid-day  sun  shot  down  his  beam. 
When  crossed  he  CameFs  sedgy  stream : 
Ascending^  slow,  a  furzy  hill. 
His  steed^  afiraid,  stands^  trembling,  still ; 
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Hot  streams  of  sweaty  all  o'er  hinij  flow ; 
The  wondering  knight,  the  cause  to  know. 
On  stirnip  raised,  looks  forward,  keen ; 
And  bramble  hedges  right  between. 
Came  Merlin.    Thrums  compose  his  crest ; 
His  silvery  beard  o'erspread  his  breast ; . 
In  loosened  drapery,  hangs  down,' 
With  rushes  bound,  his  dew-gemmed  gown : 
The  fires,  which  from  his  eye-balls  glance, 
Rabe  in  Sir  Launcelot's  hand  his  lance : 
The  seer  exclaims,  with  sniggering  laugh, 
''  Reserve  for  deadlier  foe  your  staff: 
Behold  your,  and  king  Arthur's,  friend ; 
To  know  more,  dare  not  now  pretend : 
On  border  of  enchanted  ground, 
''  Rejoice  you've  an  adviser  found* 
Ere  yonder  sun  thrice  reach  the  main. 
Will  combat  rage,  be  giants  slain : 
^'  Undaunted  on  your  way  proceed ; 
"  Nor  blame  the  prescience  of  your  steed.'' 
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Then  sat  he  on  a  mossy  stone^ 
Whilst  darts  the  knight,  like  arrow,  on. 
Si.  Denis  ancient  folio  says. 
One  night,  he  galloped,  and  two  days 
Through  forests  deep,  'midst  hungry  dreams. 
And  damsel's  shrieks,  and  sorrow's  screams; 
On  the  third  morning,  near  the  time. 
When  rose  Tintagel's  ^wers  sublime ; 
Inconscious  where  he  strayed,  'mongst  clouds 
Of  mist  which  roll  like  muflUng  shrouds. 
He  thought,  as  loud  his  horse-hoofe  trode. 
Along  a  lengthened  bridge,  he  rode : 
When  over  it,  he  scarce  had  passed, 
A  chuil,  stem  looks  of  anger,  cast ; 
And  rushing  at  Sir  Launcelot, 
The  panting  steed,  unfeeling,  smote ; 
Then  asks,  who  there  presumes  to  ride. 
Not  having,  for  his  leave,  applied  ? 

The  knight,  enraged,  would  only  say, 
**  I  ride,  nor  shall  you  answer/'—**  nay^'* 
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The  furious  churl^  with  sterner  voice, 
'^  The  will  is  mine,  not  thine  the  choice." 
Sir  Launcelot  heaved  his  Bword,  and,  down 
To  the  middle,  cleaves  him  iGrom  the  crown. 


From  strong  barred  dwdlings,  peasants  ran. 
With  execrations  'gainst  the  man ; 
Exclaiming,  he  would  me  the  deed. 
Who  made  the  castle  porter  bleed. 
To  hear  them,  he  disdains  to  wait. 
But  hastens  through  the  lofty  gate : 
A  spacious  court,  there  meets  his  eyes ; 
To  ring  in  wall  his  steed  he  ties ; 
Soon  challenged  thinks  the  cautious  knight 
He  may  be,  and  prepares  for  fight. 

From  windows,  those  within,  him,  spied ; 
And,  fearfid  for  his  safety,  cried ; 
"  Fair  knight,  thou  art  unfortunate, 
**  Inevitable  is  thy  fiette." 

These  accents,  scarcely,  had  he  heard. 
When  hastening,  towards  hhn,  appeared 
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Two  giantsv  terrible^  and  clad 

With  armour^  all  except  the  head. 

The  castle  trembled  at  their  look. 

As  horrible  their  clubs  they  shook. 

Sir  Launcelot,  raised  his  flaming  shield 

'Gainst  stroke  firom  which  he  backward  reeled  ; 

Recovering,  ere  th*  enormous  foe 

Can  meditate  a  second  blow ; 

Like  thunder-claps,  his  strokes  resound. 

He  cleaves  one  giant  to  the  ground : 

His  fellow,  when  he  sees  him  fall. 

With  bellowing,  shakes  the  lofty  wall ; 

Runs  maddened,  far,  in  dread  affright. 

And  him,  pursues,  the  valiant  knight ; 

And,  ere  the  gate-bolt  could  be  drawn. 

He  fells  him  on  the  trembling  lawn. 

Their  bodies,  blood-pools  rise  between, 

Distaining  wide  the  verdant  green. 


From  windows,  snowy  kerchiefs  wave, 
'Midst  shouts  of  joy,  for  deed  so  brave. 
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Before  him^  ushered  to  theit  hall^ 

The  gratefhl  genttewomen  faD : 
'^  Long  years/'  they  said^  '^  imprisoned  been, 

'^  Have  we,  beside  that  bloody  green : 

^'  All  heitie^sed  to  manored  lands, 

*'  Bread  has  been  earned  by  our  own  hakds ; 

^'  The  silk,  weaveid  in  the  daily  loom, 

^'  Softened,  in  meiasure,  has  oar  doom. 
Foil  mstny  a  fair  and  goodly  knight. 
Assayed,  has,  our  great  wrongs,  to  right; 

*'  Their  generous  effotts  were  in  vain; 

^*  They  fell,  by  these  ^tettf  ttionsters,  ddlu/* 
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Sir  Launc^l6t,  for  theirsbflferings,  felt ; 
And  thus  accosts  them  whilst  they  knelt ; 

*'  As  recompense  for  your  long  seizure, 
^'  Accept  their  wealth  and  hidden  treasure : 
^*  This  castle  is  not  gift  of  chance, 
*^  The  owners  true  inheritance* 
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Dark  fate^  on  me^  bestows  the  palm. 
Unknowing  where  I  fought,  or  am." 


Respectful  rising,  they  reply, 
''  Fair  Sir,  concealed  from  human  eye, 
Tintagel  castle,  twice  a-year. 
Strong  fairy  powers  bid  disappear ; 
'^  Or  reared  'midst  clouds,  or  sunk  in  ground, 
**  'Tis  lost,  by  their  enchantments^  bound." 


it 
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As  from  a  trance,  awakened  seems 
Sir  Launcelot,  full  of  airy  dreams. 
He  mounts  his  steed ;  his  way,  pursues. 
Through  Moray  woods^  'midst  silyery  dews. 


When,  at  Restormel^  he  alights^ 
With  wotship,  hood  in  hand^  the  kn^hts^ 
Arthur,  conduct  to  castle-bower, 
AYherebloom'd  proud  Cornwall's  sweetestflower. 
On  verdant  dels,  sat  Guenever ; 
Like  tendrils  of  the  vine,  her  hair. 

In  golden  ringlets,  fidls : 
The  diamond-comb,  her  hand  dismissed. 
When  sees  she  mail  and  nodding  crest. 

Approach  the  massive  walls ; 


And  rose  respectful : — coats  of  dust. 

The  armour  of  the  chiefs,  encrust ; 

The  steeds,  wet,  foaming,  pranced ; 

As,  o*er  her  cheek,  fresh  beauties  dawn ; 

Her  king  to  meet,  across  the  lawn. 

She,  in  form  divine,  advanced. 
R  2 
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Great  was  the  contrast : — ^beat  with  rains ; 
And  scorched  with  sons^  on  bloody  plains^ 
The  warrior  king^  her  lily  hand^ 
Pressed  to  his  lips ; — her  countenance^  bland. 
Where  opening  roses,  modesty  blushed. 
With  spotless  innocence,  was  flashed. 

A  christian  priest  with  beard  of  snow. 
The  first  whom  Cornwall's  converts  know. 
Whose  words  still,  Dmid  forms,  repeal. 
With  purer  faith,  and  holier  zeal. 
Unites  their  hands  :• — amidst  the  rite. 
He  prays  heaven's  grace  on  them  may  alight. 


King  Arthur  and  queen  Guenever 
To  famed  Tintagel,  now,  repair : 
The  skies  are  clothed  in  livelier  blue. 
As  onward  they,  their  course,  pursue ; 
More  glorious  beams  the  golden  day 
On  ComwaD's  royal-ranged  array : 

R  3 
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Dancing  'knidst  air  the  banners  fly 
O'er  all  the  towers  in  heaven's  bright  eye. 
Gay  issuing  from  the  castle-yard. 
Obsequious,  march,  the  bowmen-guard. 
In  garments  white,  young  damsels  fling. 
Before  their  path,  sweet  flowers  of  spring : 
The  rapt'rous  harps,  the  soul,  inspire : 
Loud  spousals,  sing,  the  virgin-choir : 
Tintagel  walls  and  ramparts  strong. 
Re-echoing,  the  high  strains,  prolong. 
Leaning  o'er  watch-tower.  Merlin  sees,— 
His  long  beard  sporting  in  the  breeze,—^ 
The  royal  pomp : — ^then,  at  the  gates. 
The  grand  procession,  he  awaits : 
And,  foremost  in  the  sumptuous  hall. 
Proclaims  the  marriage  festival. 


XX. 

When  on  the  deis  the  king  sat  down^ 
His  robes  were  purple ;  gold  his  crown : 
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Gemmed  sceptre^  in  bis  hand^  he  bore^ 
Tb'  imperial  globe^  bright^  shone  befofe. 
On  his  lefty  enthroned  in  lofty  state^ 
The  youthful  bride^  all  beauteous^  sat : 
While  Cornwall's  dames^  in  rich  attire^ 
Bloom^  each  attended  by  her  squire. 
Wliitc-bclted  knights^  and  barons  bold. 
In  armour,  blazed,  of  burnished  gold. 
At  bottom,  'twixt  a  martial  peer. 
And  Merlin,  magic's  priest  and  seer, 
Morgan  la  F6o,  th'  enchantress,  eye4 
Young  Guencvcr,  witli  hostile  pride ; 
His  former  queen,  to  Uther,  bore 
Ilcr,  crc  he  knew  the  western  shore : 
Deep  skilled,  as  Merlin,  in  the  art 
That  passive  leads  the  inconscious  hearty, 
She,  pious,  contemplates,  to  destroy. 
At  future  day,  king  Arthur's  joy. 


Seven  nights  in  high  Tintagel  halls^^ 
Are  passed  in  splendid  festivals. 


MARRIES  GUBNBVSR.  355 

King  Arthur,  as  his  sire  ordained. 
While  in  the  Duchy  he  remained. 
Appoints,  that  the  round  table  sieges. 
Be  filled  now  by  his  valiant  lieges ; 
And,  as  by  Merlin  counselled,  calls 
Seven  score  and  ten  to  fill  the  stalls. 
Of  honour  high,  of  virtue  pure. 
Of  courage  tried,  their  lives  t'  inure 
To  danger,  and  who,  rank,  could  trace 
Through  noble  line  and  ancient  race. 


The  knights  stand  round  with  hand  on  sword ; 
And  swear  t'  obey  their  sovereign  lord  ; 
The  crown,  defend,  and  nascent  faith. 
In  midst  of  perils,  war,  and  death  ; 
To  fiee  from  treason  and  repress  ; 
And  succour  damsels  in  distress. 

By  callibum,  (from  foes  it  slew 
Blood  fretted  the  cerulean  blue,) 
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Then  sat  he  on  a  mossy  stone^ 
Whilst  darts  the  knight^  like  arrow^  on. 
SL  Denis  ancient  folio  sajs. 
One  nighty  he  galloped,  and  two  days 
Throngh  forests  deep,  'midst  hungry  dreams. 
And  damsel's  shrieks,  and  sorrow's  screams ; 
On  the  third  morning,  near  the  time. 
When  rose  Tintagel's  towers  sublime ; 
Inconscious  where  he  strayed,  'mongst  clouds 
Of  inist  which  roll  like  muflUng  shrouds. 
He  thought,  as  loud  his  horse-hoofi^  trode. 
Along  a  lengthened  bridge,  he  rode : 
When  over  it,  he  scarce  had  passed, 
A  chud,  stem  looks  of  anger,  cast ; 
And  rushing  at  Sir  Launcelot, 
The  panting  steed,  unfeeling,  smote ; 
Then  asks,  who  there  presumes  to  ride, 
Not  having,  for  his  leave,  applied  ? 

The  knight,  enraged,  would  only  say, 
**  I  ride,  nor  shall  you  answer/'—**  nay^'^ 
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The  furious  churl^  with  sterner  yoice^ 
"  The  will  is  mine,  not  thine  the  choice.'* 
Sir  Launcelot  heaved  his  swOTd,  and,  down 
To  the  middle,  cleaves  him  firom  the  crown. 


From  strong  barred  dwellings,  peasants  ran. 
With  execrations  'gainst  the  man ; 
Exclaiming,  he  would  rue  the  deed. 
Who  made  the  castle  porter  bleed. 
To  hear  them,  he  disdains  to  wait. 
But  hastens  through  the  lofty  gate : 
A  spacious  court,  there  meets  his  eyes ; 
To  ring  in  wall  his  steed  he  ties ; 
Soon  challenged  thinks  the  cautious  knight 
He  may  be,  and  prepares  for  fight. 

From  windows,  those  within,  him,  spied ; 
And,  fearful  for  his  safety,  cried ; 
^'  Fair  knight,  thou  art  unfortunate, 
^^  Inevitable  is  thy  £Ette.*' 

These  accents,  scarcely,  had  he  l^ard. 
When  hastemng,  towards  him,  appeared 
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Two  giants>  terrible,  and  clad 

With  armour,  all  except  the  head. 

The  castle  trembled  at  their  look, 

Ab  horrible  their  clubs  they  shook. 

Sir  Launcelot,  raised  his  flaming  shield 

'Gainst  stroke  from  wUch  he  backward  reeled  ; 

Recovering,  ere  th'  enormous  foe 

Can  meditate  a  second  blow ; 

Like  thunder-claps,  his  strokes  resound. 

He  cleaves  one  giant  to  the  ground : 

His  fellow,  when  he  sees  him  fall. 

With  bellowing,  shakes  the  lofty  wall ; 

Runs  maddened,  far,  in  dread  affright. 

And  him^  pursues,  the  valiant  knight ; 

And,  ere  the  gate-bolt  could  be  drawn. 

He  fells  him  on  the  trembling  lawn. 

Their  bodies,  Uood-pools  rise  between, 

Distaining  wide  the  verdant  green. 


From  windows,  snowy  kerchiefs  wave, 
'Midst  shouts  of  joy,  for  deed  so  brave. 
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Before  him,  adhered  t6  theit  hall; 
The  grateful  gentlexvbmeii  fall : 

'*  Long  years,"  they  said,  "  imprisoned  been, 
'^  Have  we,  beside  that  bloody  green : 
^'  All  heitig^se^  t<)  manored  lands, 
^'  Bread  has  been  earned  by  our  own  hahds ; 
*'  The  silk,  weaved  in  the  daily  loom, 
^'  Softened,  in  measure,  has  our  doom. 

Full  mcCny  a  fair  and  goodly  knight. 

Assayed,  has,  our  great  wrongs,  to  right ; 
*'  Their  generous  eflfbtts  wer^  invain; 

They  fell,  by  thede  ^tetnt  monsters,  A^&siT 
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Sir  Launci6l6t,  for  theirstiflR^fings,  felt ; 
And  thus  accosts  them  whilst  they  knelt ; 

**  As  recompense  for  your  long  seizure, 
^'  Accept  their  wealth  and  hidden  treasure : 
^'  This  castle  is  not  gift  of  chance, 
"  The  ownefs  true  inheritance^ 
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Dark  fate^  on  me,  bestows  the  palm. 
Unknowing  where  I  fought,  or  am." 


Respectful  rising,  they  reply, 
*'  Fair  Sir,  concealed  from  human  eye, 
Tintagel  castle,  twice  a-year. 
Strong  fairy  powers  bid  disappear ; 
"  Or  reared  'midst  clouds,  or  sunk  in  ground, 
'^  Tis  lost,  by  their  enchantments,  bound/' 
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As  from  a  trance,  awakened  seems 
Sir  Launcelot,  full  of  airy  dreams. 
He  mounts  his  steed ;  his  way,  pursues. 
Through  Moray  woods,  'midst  silyery  dews. 


When,  at  Restonnd,  he  alights. 
With  wotship,  hood  in  hand,  the  knights, 
Arthur,  conduct  to  castle-bower, 
Wherebloom'd  proud  Cornwall's  sweetestflower. 
On  verdant  dels,  sat  Gueneyer ; 
Like  tendrils  of  the  Vine,  her  hair. 

In  golden  ringlets,  falls : 
The  diamond-comb,  her  hand  dismissed. 
When  sees  she  mail  and  nodding  crest. 

Approach  the  massive  walls ; 


And  rose  respectful :— coats  of  dust. 

The  armour  of  the  chiefs,  encrust ; 

The  steeds,  wet,  foaming,  pranced; 

As,  o'er  her  cheek,  firesh  beauties  dawn ; 

Her  king  to  meet,  across  the  lawn. 

She,  in  form  divine,  advanced. 
R  2 
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Great  was  the  contrast : — ^beat  with  rains ; 
And  scorched  with  sons^  on  bloody  plains. 
The  warrior  king,  her  lily  hand. 
Pressed  to  his  lips ; — her  countenance,  bland. 
Where  opening  roses,  modest,  blushed. 
With  spotless  innocence,  was  flushed. 

A  christian  priest  with  beard  of  snow. 
The  first  whom  Cornwall's  converts  know. 
Whose  words  still,  Dniid  forms,  repeal. 
With  purer  faith,  and  holier  zeal. 
Unites  their  hands : — amidst  the  rite. 
He  prays  heaven's  grace  on  them  may  alight. 


King  Arthur  and  queen  Guenever 
To  famed  Tintagel,  now,  repair : 
The  skies  are  clothed  in  livelier  blue. 
As  onward  they,  their  course,  pursue ; 
More  glorious  beams  the  golden  day 
On  Cornwall's  royal-ranged  array : 
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Dancing  'knidst  air'tfae  banners  fly 
O'er  all  the  towers  in  heaven's  bri^t  eye. 
Gay  issuing  from  the  castle-yard^ 
Obseqnions^  maxch^  the  bowmen-guard. 
In  garments  white,  young  damsels  fling. 
Before  their  path,  sweet  flowers  of  spring : 
The  rapt'rous  harps,  the  son],  inspire : 
Load  sponsals,  sing,  the  virgin-choir : 
Tintagel  walls  and  ramparts  strong. 
Re-echoing,  the  high  strains,  prolong. 
Leaning  o*er  watch-tower.  Merlin  sees, — 
His  long  beard  sporting  in  the  breeze,—* 
The  royal  pomp : — ^then,  at  the  gates. 
The  grand  procession,  he  awaits : 
And,  foremost  in  the  sumptuous  hall. 
Proclaims  the  marriage  festival. 


XX. 

When  on  the  deis  the  king  sat  down. 
His  robes  were  purple ;  grfd  bis  crown : 
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Gemmed  sceptre^  in  bis  hand^  he  bore, 
Th'  imperial  globe,  brigbt,  shone  befofe. 
On  his  left,  enthroned  in  lofty  state. 
The  youthful  bride,  all  beauteous,  sat : 
While  Cornwall's  dames,  in  rich  attire. 
Bloom,  each  attended  by  her  squire. 
"Wliitc-bclted  knights,  and  barons  bold. 
In  armour,  blazed,  of  burnished  gold. 
At  bottom,  'twixt  a  martial  peer. 
And  Merlin,  magic's  priest  and  seer, 
Morgan  la  F6o,  th'  enchantress,  eyecl 
Young  Gucncvcr,  with  hostile  pride ; 
llis  former  queen,  to  Uther,  bore 
Ucr,  ere  he  knew  the  western  shore : 
T)eci)  skilled,  as  Merlin,  in  the  art 
That  passive  leads  the  inconscious  heart. 
She,  pious,  contemplates,  to  destroy. 
At  future  day,  king  Arthur  s  joy. 


Seven  nights  in  high  Tintagel  halls^ 
Are  passed  in  splendid  festivals. 
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King  Arthur^  as  his  sire  ordained^ 
While  in  the  Duchy  he  remained^ 
Appoints^  that  the  round  table  si^es^ 
Be  filled  now  by  his  valiant  lieges ; 
And,  as  by  Merlin  counselled,  calls 
Seven  score  and  ten  to  fill  the  stalls. 
Of  honour  high,  of  virtue  pure. 
Of  courage  tried,  their  lives  t' inure 
To  danger,  and  who,  rank,  could  trace 
Through  noble  line  and  ancient  race. 


The  knights  stand  round  with  hand  on  sword ; 
And  swear  t'  obey  their  sovereign  lord  ; 
The  crown,  defend,  and  nascent  faith. 
In  midst  of  perils,  war,  and  death  ; 
To  flee  from  treason  and  repress ; 
And  succour  damsels  in  distress. 

By  callibum,  (from  foes  it  slew 
Blood  fretted  the  cerulean  blue,) 


256  KING   ARTHUR,  &C. 

Placed  on  his  shoulder,  each  was  bound. 
To  fealty;  esMrth  and  table,  round. 

Sir  Laopcelot  de  Lake,  rewfurd 
Of  former  times,  now  meets  regard ; 
On  him,  as,  by  the  queen,  preferred. 
Are  knighthood's  honours,  first,  conferred. 
When  callibum  wayed  o'er  his  head. 
Her  eye,  on  him,  mild  radiance,  shed. 
Morgan  la  F^e,  while  pleasures  ride 
On  changeful  fortune's  flowing  tide. 
With  magic,  fills  his  youthful  breast ; 
And  smiles,  returned,  his  joy,  expressed. 
Th'  enchantress,  in  Guenever's  ear. 
Suggests,  for  her,  he,  spurs,  should  wear. 

Sir  Launcelot,  erst,  in  duty  tried. 
Before  his  queen,  in  grateful  pride. 
Kneels ;  and,  his  services,  presents. 
In  valour,  or  accomplishments ; 
Swears,  on  high  honour  of  a  knight. 
Her  to  defend  iu  wrong,  or  right. 


King  flrtl^ui:  mat^ti^  ngninst  t^t  lloiiun«< 

Twelve  bloodless  years  the  Jdng  enjoyed 
Repose ;  his  chiefs^  the  time^  employed, 
'Midst  smiling  peace :  the  Saxons,  curbed. 
In  vain,  his  government,  disturbed. 
In  arts,  or  arms,  whoe'er  had  fame. 
Invited,  to  the  island  came ; 
The  polished  manners  of  his  court. 
Made  it  thronged  Europe's  grand  resort. 
Barbarians,  now,  those  nations  seemed. 
Where  British  knighthood  had  not  beamed. 
Crowns,  in  proportion,  glorious  shone, ' 
As  they  claimed  friendship  with  his  throng, 
>Yhere'er  the  day  could  light  dispense. 
Resounded,  his  munificence. 
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His  valour  and  renown  in  arms. 
Spread,  through  the  world,  fear  and  alarms  ; 
The  mightiest  kings,  with  anxious  care. 
Their  cities,  wall ;  their  forts,  repair. 
That  they,  successful,  make  defence 
'Gainst  enterprise  of  such  a  prince. 
When  he,  their  dispositions,  saw. 
Pleased  he  had  spread  such  general  awe. 
The  wonderous  purpose  does  he  form, 
Europe  to  conquer,  or  to  storm. 


In  deeds  of  arms,  his  proud  career. 
Now,  witnesses  each  circling  year ; 
Nor  did  he  cease,  until  he  viewed 
All  northern  Europe  lie  subdued. 
Each  province,  and  each  vassal  town. 
Does  homage  to  the  British  crown. 


TMien  decked  with  laurels,  chief  in  fame, 
|Ie,  to  his  peaceful  kingdom,  came ; 
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Twelve  ancient  fiithers^  bald^  and  gtej. 

Their  entrance^  make/  on  high  court  day ; 

Lambert  Danceus  writes^ ''  in  hoods^ 

**  And  powihered  roabes,  with  porpre  studs ;'' 

In  hand  of  each  an  olive  branoh. 

They,  thus,  address  the  royal  bench ; 

''  Your  acts  excite  the  senate's  rage, 
*'  To  whom  the  world  owes  vassalage : 
"  From  Julius  Csesar's  time  to  this, 
^*  No  tribute  king  has  stood  remiss ; 

Rebellious,  you  their  claims,  refuse ; 

And  Rome's  foibcaranco,  dare  t'  abuse ; 

For  these,  and  heavier  crimes  than  these, 
"  Wc  summon  you  to  cross  the  seas, 
"  At  her  imperial  bar  V  appear, 
"  Just  sentenco  for  such  deeds  to  hear: 

If  you,  the  sovereign  mandate,  slight. 

She  wields  a  sword  t' enforce  ber  right/^ 
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Cador,  who  sat  beside  the  king. 
Feels  every  nerve  with  rancor  wring ; 
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Thinka  to  iumself^  five  men  so  old 
Need  not  have  tntvelled  ao  far  to  scold. 


Arthur  commands^  their  iiiessage^  heard^ 
Whilst  answer  coolly  is  prepared. 
Them  to  v^khdraw : — then  every  lord. 
And  chi^tain  of  brave  knighthood's  board. 
In  council,  meet : — as  they  advise. 
The  fathers  called,  he  thus  replies ; 

**  We  will,  that  Rome's  great  emperor  know, 
**  To  him,  to  none,  we  tribute  owe ; 

No  prince  beholds  the  light  of  day. 

To  whom  our  crown  will,  homage,  pay  ; 

The  sovereign  empire  we  enjoy, 
^'  A  right,  descends  without  alloy ; 
^*  Our  royal  predecessors  left 
^*  A  title  that  never  shall  be  reft ; 
^'  Tell  mighty  Rome,  our  purpose  stands, 
f^  To  treat  her  hosts  as  rebel  bands ; 
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'*  To  march  with  our  Ti<^toiioiis  powers, 
^'  And  man^  with  Biitons^  Latiuin's  towers ; 
**  Tell  her  to  pay  ns  homage  due, 
''  On  penalties  which  may  ensue/' 


Large  gifts  th'  ambassadors  receive. 
Ere  they,  the  royal  presence,  leave : 
Duke  Cador,  by  the  king's  command. 
Conveys  them  from  the  martial  land. 


Throughout  the  realm  the  Roman  war. 
Soon  as  annotmced,  grows  popular, — 
And  preparations,  vast,  are  made. 
The  mighty  empire  to  invade. 
The  kingdom,  ere  he  warred  abroad. 
On  his  nephew  Mordred,  he  bestowed. 
And  armies,  well  appointed,  sail 
In  fleets  on  an  unheard-of  scale.—* 
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While  Arthur  plans  his  inarch  to  Rome, 
Digress  we  on  afiEEtirs,  at  home; 
And  trace  Sir  JHstrem'sf  hia^ve  career. 
To  chiyalroos  Cornwall,  once,  so  dear. 


f  *^  Tristrem^  iV  a  name  not  uncommon  in  Corn- 
wall, particularly  in  tliB  ancient  family  of  Thomas 
Carlyon,  Esq.  of  Tregrehan.  For  centuries,  branches 
of  that  house  have  been  called  Tristrem. 


XXIL 


1. 

King  Felix^  Comwall'g  sceptre,  swayed ; 
EUzabeth,  the  royal  maid. 

Conducts  he,  to  the  main ; 
Whence  messengers,  from  Leonis, 
Her,  beanteoos,  o'er  the  deep,  convey. 

And  long  attendant  train. 
Bright,  King  Melodias'  nnptial  day 
Sheds  joy  from  all  his  smiling  way. 

On  baron,  doke^  and  swain. 
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Few  suns  revolved,  when,  on  the  wild. 
The  burrow  of  king  Felix,  piled. 

Arose  'midst  Cornwall's  tears : 
His  only  son  prince  Marc,  whom  fate 
Denied  a  tranquil,  lofty  state. 

The  crown,  succeeding,  wears. 


2. 

Soft,  waving  far  her  umber  hues. 
The  forest  shakes  the  early  dews. 

From  glistening  leaf  and  limb  ; 
Some  cftystal  globes,  they,  fond,  detain. 
O'er  which,  as  in  a  mirrored  main. 

Mom's  flitting  shadows  swimi 


Shrill,  on  th'  awakening  ear  of  day. 
Resounds  the  chace  of  Leonfts ; 

Fleet,  king  Melodias  rode ; 
His  milk-white  stead ;  his  scarlet,  gold. 
To  his  distanced  cottrt,  from  plain  and  wold. 

Through  mists  of  silver,  glowed. 
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Hnshed,  sink  the  tinUings  of  the  rOls^ 
'Midst  echoes  nmning  round  the  hills. 

To  rouse  the  slombering  deer ; 
The  steed  flies,  heedless  of  the  rein ; 
And  he,  and  king,  as  speed  the  train. 

Like  lightning,  disappear; 
The  winding  of  the  huntsman's  horn ; 
The  baying  hounds  which  stun  the  morn, 

No  longer,  reach  his  ear. 


Departing  through  the  devious  wood. 
Appalled,  the  anxious  knights  pursued 

Their  course,  the  king,  to  find ; 
Their  efforts  vain : — ^fatigued,  as  flies 
Hope,  they  return,  when  in  the  skies. 

The  orb  of  day  declined. 


His  steed's  resistless  vigour  spent, 
Melodias,  slow,  bewildered  went. 
Disconsolate  and  lone ; 

s 
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And,  in  a  verdant  vale,  he  spied 
A  female,  o'er  the  meadow,  g^de. 
Whose  brow,  with  diamonds,  shone. 


She  waves  her  lily-hand ;  intent. 
His  anxious  way  he  onward  bent ; 

In  rosy  snules,  she  said, 
**  To  yonder  tower,''  (through  waving  trees, 
A  tower  magnificent  he  sees,) 

"  Advised  by  me,  be  led." 


The  fairy,  as  they  walked  the  vale^ 
Unfolds  to  him  her  amorous  tale ; 

Induced,  by  her  address, 
Melodias  passed  the  dazzling  wall ; 
She  seats  him  in  th'  enchanted  hall ; 

And,  'midst  her  scorned  caress. 
He  hears  the  moaning  portal  fall,. 

Denying  all  egress^ 
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He  love,  she  proffers,  he  dbdains: 
Resentment  fires  her  b^dling  ydns : 

The  pomp  of  grandenr  flies ; 
Rude  castle-Toins  frovm  aioimd ; 
Hoarse  winds  grbwl  past,  or  chasSng  hottnd. 

While  hope  of  fieedom  dies. 


a 

His  yonthfiil  qneen,  with  anxioos  care. 
Attendants,  few,  her  jonmey  share, 

AH  ignorant  of  his  doom. 
In  search  throngh  woods,  at  noon-tide,  strayed. 
And,  on  the  turf,  fatigned,  she  laid 

Herself,  in  evening's  gloom. 


In  aiig^h,  sinking,  and  despair. 
Whilst  her,  her  train  enclose ; 

She,  trembling  in  the  midnight  air. 
Feels  an  a  mother's  throes. 
«  2 
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«— Her  strength  had  fled : — ^kind  duty  swathes 
Her  babe ; — whom  she,  convulsiye,  bathes 
.    With  tears ; — and  'midst  a  sigh ; — 
My  son !  thongh  much  by  me  desired, — 
Thy  mother, — oh ! — ^will  have  expired, 
*^  Ere  hours  of  darkness  fly : — 
Why  have  ye,  cruel  stars,  conspired, 
'*  To  keep  him  from  mine  eye !" 


4€ 


H 


€€ 


Cold  dews  of  death  o*erspread  her  frame  ;- 
She  prays  they  will  him  Tristrem  name. 

Memorial  of  her  death; 
Then,  from  her  finger,  gives  a  ring 
To  Rohan,  counsellor  of  the  king. 

Ere  she  resigns  her  breath. — 


The  infant,  to  the  palace  brought. 
Was  nursed  with  tender  care ; 

But,  when  his  eye,  a  parent,  sought. 
No  parent's  smile  beamed  there. 
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Rohan^  aflectfonate,  him  rears. 

With  an  observance  due ; 
Informs  his  mind ;  instructs  his  years. 

As  he,  advancing,  grew. 


)    ■   ••'  .;• 


.'7 


•       4.  ■      • 
One  gloomy  night,  as  thunders  rolled ; 
Melodias  burst  th'  enchanted  hold. 

And  strayed,  as  lightnings  gleam ; 
Comes  to  a  shepherd  who,  his  flodc. 
Had  sheltered  'neath  the  mountain  rock. 

That  overhung  a  stream. 


Guided  by  him,  he  leaves  the  wood ; 
Alert,  his  homeward  way,  pursued ; 

And,  mingling  grief  with  joy, 
Moum's  loved  Elizabeth's  sad  fate ; 
Whilst  clasping  in  his  arms,  elate. 

His  youthful,  blooming,  boy. 
8  3 
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To  hnnt ;  to  havk,  ^  pmple  inoi;ii ; 
To  wake  the  chace  with  eigrljr  hont^ 

Was  gr^c€ffail  Tmtrem  skiUed ; 
To  clothe  the  harp  ^i  heayenly  fires ; 
Or  lead  sublime  the  vocal  choirs^ 

As  minstrel,  he  excelled. 


More  mlm}y  in  the  bannered  fields 
With  Xpaming  steed,  and  spear. 

Would,  buckled,  he,  in  helm  and  shield, 
'Midst  martial  lists,  appear. 


5. 

A  ship,  fiom  disti^it  Denmark  rode, — 
Trained  hawks,  and  treasure,  all  her  load,- 
At  anchor ;  as  the  shore  he  trode. 

His  venturous,  youthful^  mind 
Impds  him,  her,  to  board,  alone. 
His  purpose,  to  his  friends,  unknown. 

Whom  far  he  left  behind. 
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He,  with  the  master,  jilays  at  chess ;  * 
Him^  every  game  crowns  with  snecess  ; 

Chagrined^  the  Dane  arose ; 
Commands  his  men,  they,  th'  anchor,  heave ; 
Then,  th'  adversary  to  deceive. 

Marshals,  again,  the  foes. 


Not  far  they  voyaged,  When  the  breeze 
On  tempest-wing  roshed  o'er  the  seas ; 

Responsive  to  the  gsde, 
The  Dane's  stnng  conscience,  torturing,  rose ; 
Alarms  him  vdth  impending  woes. 

For,  treacherous,  spreading  sail : 
Unwilling,  still,  deep  stakes,  to  pay. 
He  informs  his  men,  the  stranger's  stay 

Will  cause  the  winds  prevail. 


As  billowy  mountains,  o'er  them,  break ; 
To  save  the  whole  from  instant  wreck. 
The  savage  Danes  agree. 
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T*^ppease  the  fiuy  <rf*  the  liaat. 
Forthwith  the  fancied  cause  be  cast. 
Amid  the  foaming  sea. 


Ah !  fate  ordained,  his  checkered  day. 

Far  other  scenes,  should  soon  survey ; — 

A  vessel  hove  in  sight : 
The  Danes,  his  winnings,  {promptly,  pay. 

Nor  doubt,  but  that,  the  storm,  would  lay ; 

Then  to  the  stranger,  him,  cpnvey. 

Who,  Cornwall's  coast  in  sight. 
Ashore,  him,  lands : — their  boisterous  way. 

They  steer^  with  less  affid^ht. 


6, 
When  climbing,  lome,  a  heathy  br6. 
King  Marc,  a-hunting,  meets  his  way ; 

And  finds,  fix>in  converse  short. 
His  mind,  ynih  princely  knowledge,  stored ) 
)Ie  takes  him  to  Tintagel  board ; 

And  honours  him  at  court. 
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Meanwhile,  had  Rohan,  wood  and  coast, 

ft 

Searched,  anxious  for  his  Tristrem  lost; 

And  searched,  long  wedcs>  in  vain, 
When  tidings  reach  hun,  foreign  sail 
Debarked  a  stranger,  midst  a  gale. 

On  shore,  ifar  o'er  the  main. 


O'erjoyed  with  hope,  he  ploughs  the  waves. 
To  Cornwall's  yellow  strand : — 

Two  palmers,  bending  o'er  their  staves. 
Him,  guide,  across  the  land. 


King  Marc  approached  through  Moray  wood. 
When  Rohan  doffed  his  velvet  hood. 

Obsequious,  as  he  came ; 
To  questions,  from  the  king,  replies ; — 
And  manly  tears  roU  down  his  eyes. 

When  hears  he  Tristrem's  name. 


S74  8IR  TRI8TRBM. 

The  ring;  that  qnem  EUubeth 
Bequeathed,  at  her  lamented  death. 
Sighs,  from  the  monarch,  drew  ;«- 
Boughs  of  our  royal  lineage  gone  I 
The  offspring,  nurtured  by  our  throne, 
**  Shall  flourish  in  oar  Yiew.'' 
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With  joy,  Tintagd  turrets  ring. 
Whilst  Tristrem,  there,  remains  ; — 

Returns  he ; — and  proclaimed  is  king 
Of  Leon^s*  domains. 


7. 

Then  Anguish,  Ireland's  sovereign  lord. 
Swift  sailing  galley,  sends,  on  board, 

A  herald,  to  demand. 
On  penalties  which  may  oisue. 
The  homage  and  the  fealty  due. 

By  Marc,  for  Cornwall's  land. 
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Shoiild  he  lefose^  anned  £iiu*s  luugh^ 
Sir  Marfaanse  challenge  was  to  &^t. 

The  chief  of  lionesse : 
Brother  to  Ireland's  qneen  was  he ; 
And  equal,  to  his  pedigree^ 

His  valour  and  address* 


Tall,  comely,  graceful,  brave,  and  stout ; 
Or  clad  in  axmour,  or  without^ 

He,  admiration,  drew : 
Of  Erin's  sons,  'gainst  foe  t' advance 
On  horseback ;  or,  on  foot,  the  lance. 

None  more,  unerring,  threw. 


The  homage,  claimed,  king  Marc  resents ; 
Sir  Marhause  seeks  his  distant  tents^ 

Impatient  of  dday ; 
But  Cornwall's  sons,  than  trivial  ieod, 
Care^  more  glorious,  now,  pursued. 

As  Arthur  led  the  way. 
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Sir  Marhaiuie/wheh  no  knights  appear; 
At  homage^  scorned;  and  mocked^  his  spear^ 

Denounces  vengeful  fate :— ^ 
Brave  Tristrem,  then^  returns  to  hear^ 
For  tribute^  stated  as  arrear^ 

What  woes^  the  kingdom^  wait. 


His  skill  in  arms ;  his  polished  grace ; 
His  noble  mien^  in  field  orchace ; 

His  snowy  streaming  plume^ 
Attracted  most  the  gazer's  eye. 
While,  frequent,  rose  th'  inconscious  sigh, 

'Midst  beauty's  heightening  bloom. 


He,  fired  with  glory's  living  flame. 
Anxious  t'  appear  in  lists  of  fame. 

Falls  prostrate  at  the  throne ; 
With  hopeful  ardour,  makes  request. 
That  knighthood's  honours,  him,  invest. 

To  rise  distinguished,— 4uiown. 
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Nephew  Y^  the  gradoRS  king  replied. 
Boon,  on  such  worth, — such  merit,  tried, 
"  We,  willing,  woold  confer : — 
The  tribute,  claimed  as  Ireland's  right. 
Might  us  dissuade  to  make  one  knight, 
"  Thee,  to  accept,  deter/' 


Rose  Tristrem  'midst  his  uncle's  cares ; 
For  knighthood,  prompt,  himself,  prepares : 

The  morrow  crowns  his  joy : 
He  scarce  received  the  accolade ; 
The  spurs ;  the  courage-firing  blade. 

When  longs  he,  it,  femploy. 


With  high  plumed  helm ;  incased  in  steel, 
A  second  time,  he  hastes  to  kneel. 

That,  supplicant,  he  gain. 
Permission  from  the  king  to[^  fight 
With  Marhanse, — that  no  future  knight 
May  ere,  for  bravely  cancelled  right. 

From  Ireland,  cross  the  main. 


i 
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Marc, — aH  his  knigbts  from  combat 
Effeminate, — on  peril's  brink. 

Sees  ancient  Cornwall  stand  ; 
Reluctant,  yields ; — a  herald,  sends, 
T'  inform  Sir  Maihanse,  one  intends. 

To  challenge  his  demand. 


Th'  assembled  conrtiers,  in  aflHgfat, 
Ask,  '^  who  is  he  diat  powerful  knig^t^ 

'*  Dares  undismayed,  engage?'' 
Sir  Tristrem,  then ; — *^  Melodias'  son ; 
''  Marc's  nephew,  may,  ere  day  has  run, 

'*  Save  him  from  vassalage." 


As,  fit>m  his  eyes,  darts  living  fire. 
His  beauty,  they,  and  form,  admire ; 

The  monarch,  him,  embraced : 
In  Moray  forest,  spread,  a  plain. 
Where  chieftains,  erst :  or  chieftains,  slain. 

Had,  ancient  feuds,  effaced. 
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The  king^  and  peers,  there,  stand  arrayed ; 

Bright-aimed  Sir  Tristrem  came : 
And,  worship  when  he,  courteous,  paid. 

Stakes  with  the  foe  his  fame. 

Long,  strive  the  knights,  with  courage  high : 
Than  yield,  each  is  resolved  to  die : — 

When  doubtful  hung  the  fray. 
Sir  Tristrem's  sword  resistless  forced 
Its  way,  and  forth  the  life  streams  burst ; — 

Sir  Marhause  faints  away. 

8. 
Sir  Tristrem,  whilst  he  victor  stood. 
Sees,  down  his  greaves,  flow  purple  blood 

That  stained  the  reeking  ground ; 
And  soon  perceives,  the  hostile  spear. 
Upon  its  point,  did,  poison,  bear. 

That  gave  the  welling  wound ; 
And  hears,  if  he  his  life  would  spare,. 
He  to  the  country  must  repair. 

Where  was  the  poison  found. 
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King  Marc,  in  ringing  armour,  strode ; 

And,  of  his  minstrel,  hoar. 
Asks,  ''if  the  kingdom  ever  owed 

"  Debt,  as  now  claimed,  of  yore  ? 
*'  Or  if,  o'er  ocean,  ship  e'er  rode, 

*'  That,  Ireland's  hom^e,  bore  V* 


His  silver  beard,  the  son  of  song 
Removes,  which  waved,  the  chords  among; 

And,  as  the  king  ordains  ; 
Through  other  years,  he  sang  and  played. 
How  England  claimed,  how  Ireland  paid. 

Just  right,  in  former  reigns. 
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MinstreFs  Song. 

Lesaart6^  England's  king,  controlled 
Ireland,  among  his  fie&,  enrolled ; 

This,  her  proud  monarch  spurns, 
Cildadon ; — and  for  tribute,  owned. 
On  th'  ambassadors  he  sternly  frowned  ; 

And,  challenge  bold,  returns ; 


'^  Go,  tell  your  prince,  one  hundred  knights, 
''  In  martial  order,  gallant,  stand, 
'*  We  battle,  to  decide,  demand ; 
"  His  hundred,  to  enforce  his  rights, 
"  Bid  him  array ; — if  they  prevail, 
'^  The  tribute,  claims  he,  ne'er  shall  fail/' 
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In  youth,  Lesaart6  ploughed  the  main. 
Adventures,  seeking  with  the  Dane 

Who  sang  'midst  feasts,  o'er  pillaged  foes : 
A  few  plumed  knights  of  courage  high. 

His  gallant  warrior-train,  compose ; 
From  helm  and  mail,  on  day's  bright  eye, 

A  flood  of  dazzling  radiance,  flows. 


When  landed  on  the  rock-bound  shore. 
The  fiery  steeds,  them,  swiftly  bore. 

O'er  hill  and  valley,  unrestrained ; 
Nor  halted  they,  till  distant  shone 
The  palace,  where,  on  Denmark's  throne. 

King  Fregrelona,  powerful,  reigned. 

His  daughter,  fair  Brisena,  viewed 
Them,  from  her  bower,  as  they  pursued. 

White  plumed,  their  rapid,  glittering,  way ; 
And,  hastening  to  the  wall,  is  seen 
By  prince  Lesuart^,  on  the  green. 

As,  marshalled,  halts  th'  unknown  array : 
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The  foaming  steeds^  impatient^  prance, 
The  course,  still,  to  consume ; — 

He,  to  the  lady,  lowers  his  lance. 
And  doflFs  his  waving  plume : — 


As  graceful  bends  the  opening  rose. 
Her  fragrant  bosom  to  disclose. 

As  zephsrr,  softly,  whispers  by. 
She  courteous  beckons ;  whilst  a  moan 
Tells,  wide  the  massive  doors  are  thrown. 

In  ancient  hopitality. 


Assembled  round  the  festive  board. 
Girt  on  his  thigh  each  glittering  sword. 

Sit  martial  Denmark's  warrior-peers ; 
Her  aged  king  rose  from  the  deis. 
With  words  of  welcome,  and  of  peace. 

As  prince,  from  foreign  land,  appears. 
T  2 
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Placed  by  the  monarchy  he  receives 
Attention  which,  fatigue,  relieves  ; 

His  knights  commingle,  courteous,  all. 
In  friendship  with  the  noble  throng ; 
Whilst  flows  the  wine ;  whilst  harp  and  song 

Reign  through  the  high  resounding  haU. 


Iiesuart6  gazed : — ^loves,  kindling,  rush ; 
As  conscious  glowed  the  mutual  blush ; 

CJonfused,  Brisena,  lost  in  thought, 
"Would  go ; — delays ; — a  thrilling  flame. 
In  pleasing  stealth,  pervades  her  frame. 

As  she,  her  silent  chamber,  sought. 


Of  all  the  suitors,  whom  her  charms. 

With  love  and  hope  had  fired. 
The  prince,  with  nought  but  horse  and  arms. 

Affection,  real,  inspired. 


SIR  TRISTRSM.  S8S 

Dexunark  consents : — ^in  nuptial  bands^ 

Are  joined  the  youthful  pair ; 
And^  ere  they  sail  for  foreign  lands^        ' 

Her  warmest  g;reetings^  share. — 


Deserted,  weep  Brisena's  bowers ; 
Old  warriors,  on  th'  embattled  towers. 

View  far  the  joyous-bridal  way : 
Converse,  as  melt  they  firom  the  sight ; 
Winds,  blessings,  waft,  as  mountain  height. 

Ascends,  the  lengthened  train,  on  day. 


The  sails,  unfurled,  swell  to  the  breeze ; 

The  curling  waves  glide  o'er  the  seas ; 

The  prince  and  royal  bride 
Embark  for  England's  far  domains ; 
Sea-nymphs  swim  o'er  the  watery  plains ; 

Sing  spousals  by  their  side. 
T  8 
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When  prince  Lesnart^  reached  the  land^ 
Dokes^  sable-cIad^  met  on  the  strand, 

Infonn  him,  dying  \dthoat  heir^ 
The  king,  his  brother, — ^that  the  throne 
No  glory  lose  which  round  it  shone, — • 

Wills,  they,  successor,  him,  declare.-^ 


Amidst  congratulations  high. 
His  dawning  reign,  which  hail, 

A  stranger  knight,  with  redened  eye. 
All  clad  in  dusty  mail. 

Except  the  head  and  hands,  appears : 

Two  squires  attend  with  shining  spears : 

Before  the  king,  he  courteous  kneels ; 
Presents  a  letter  which  he  bears. 
Secured  with  five  green  royal  seals.^— 


M 


Let  this  be  read,  then  'twill  be  known. 
Why  I  approach  the  English  throne." 
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The  monarch  knew^  ere  it  he  read^ 
Twas  note  of  credence ;  graciooBj  said^ 

**  Thy  errand,  stranger  knight,  dedare."* 
**  Famengomoden,  giant  bold, 
**  Of  lake  of  boiling  waters,  rolled, 

**  For  combat  bids  thee,  prompt,  prepare ; 
**  In  his,  in  name  of  other  five,    ^ 
*'  Thee  I  defy : — to  fame  alive, 

''  Cildadan,  valiant,  leads  them  on ; 
**  Revengeful,  ruthless,  they  combine ; 
**  Thy  death,  and  that  of  all  thy  line, 

"  Will  not,  for  thy  offence,  atone ; 
^'  Brave  Abies,  Ireland's  mightiest  king, 

**  Fell  by  thy  falchion,  slain ; 
^'  I,  in  return,  a  challenge,  bring ; 

*'  So,  enter  listed  plain." 


Iieauart6  then ;  ''  pray,  let  me,  hear, 
*'  Where  knight  may,  my  acceptance,  bear. 
**  To  the  deep  lake  which  fretful  laves 
^'  Mongaza's  isle,  with  boiling  waves." 
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Sir  Helispenel  ploughs  the  deep  ; 

And^  through  Mongaza^  bore 
Defiance : — ^hill  and  valley  sleep. 

Lulled  by  wide  ocean's  roar ; 
He  hears,  the  foe  had,  Ireland,  sought. 

And  lay  on  tented  plain ; 
Resolved,  the  battle  there  be  fought,---* 

He  measures  back  the  main : — 
Lesuart^,  to  the  place  soon  brought 

A  gallant  knighted  train. 


Two  heralds,  England's  king  bids  haste. 
Of  Ireland's  monarch  to  request. 

The  law  be, — ^neither  lead 
More  than  one  hundred  on  the  wi^ste ; 

Cildadan,  stem,  agreed. 


The  knights  of  England  firm  advance. 
In  solid  mass,  with  couched  lance ; 
The  dauntless  king,  in  centre,  rode ; 
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The  good  old  Medragan,  before 

Him^  marched^  and,  the  red  banner^  boie ; 

His  cheek,  with  yigorous  courage,  glowed. 
In  Ireland's  van,  ten  giants  bound ; 
Tremble  the  plains ;  the  hills  around 

Far  echo,  as  they,  thundering,  strode. 


The  giant  of  the  boiling  lake. 

And  ten  tried  knights,  their  station,  take. 

Upon  a  neighbouring,  verdant  hill. 
To  watch  the  time,  or  circumstance. 
To  seize  the  prince,  or  with  their  lance. 

Him  to  pursue,  beset,  and  kill, 


Around,  all  nature  tranquil  lay ; 
The  warrior-tread  astounds  the  day : 

They  approach : — ^they,  furious,  meet : 
Oh !  shield  and  mail  ring  with  the  shock ; 
Without  their  riders,  horses  broke 

Away,  wild,  bleeding,  fleet. 
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Lesnartd,  brave^  aware  the  blame 
Of  combat^  and  the  lasting  shame^ 

Or  deathless  glory  him  awaits. 
Impetuous  rushed,  where  valiant  fought 
The  desperate  foes,  in  battle  hot. 

As  arbiters  of  riyal  states. 


His  emulous  knights,  despite  their  strength. 
With  flaming  spears  of  dreadful  length. 

The  mighty  giants,  fierce,  assail ; 
He,  named  from  the  vermilion  tower. 
Overcome  by  Stanor's  deadlier  power. 

Falls,  bellowing,  in  his  rifted  mail. 


The  giant  of  the  mountain  walled. 
At  Gorlond's  thrust,  Cildadan,  called ; 

The  king,  like  vivid  lightning,  flew : 
Venebras  hurled  his  certain  spear. 
The  blow,  'twixt  shattered  helm  and  ear, 

{lim,  firom  his  vaulting  charger,  threw. 
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Brave'  Goilond  caught  the  monardi's  swoid, 
Falls^— else  woold^  instant^  have  him  goted. 

The  giant  of  the  lake 
Views^  from  his  hill^  the  doubtftal  field ; 
The  knights  rest  weary  on  their  shield ; 
Their  armour  broken,  and  the  steeds 
Exhausted,  as  each  rider  bleeds ; 
And  the  reserve,  which,  with  him  stood. 
Descending,  like  a  mountain  flood. 

While  rocks,  with  terror,  quake ; 
'*  Leave  none  alive,"  he,  ruthless,  cries ; 
'*  Seize  England's  king ; — ^he,  instant,  dies  :"- 

His  knights,  though  pierced  with  wounds^ 
Themselves,  array,  before  their  prince  j 
And  shout,  "  first,  penetrate  the  fence 

'^  Which  faithful,  him,  surrounds/' 
The  giant  and  his  comrades  force 
The  line ; — the  dauntless  guard,  unhorse .: 

They  seize  Lesuart^'s  rein ; 
Drag  him  to  earth : — Sir  Venebos, 
Of  blood  though  weakened  by  the  loss. 

Flies  o'er  th'  ensanguined  plain. 
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That  arm^  which  down  his  king  had  dashed^ 
And  holds^  he^  with  his  falchion^  smashed ; 

So  forceful  fell  the  blow ; 
He,  whom  he  flew  to  save^  receives 
A  wound,  and,  purpling,  in  his  greaves. 

Streams,  copious,  reeking  flow. 


The  giant  fled  across  the  plain : 

His  fount  of  life,  blood-torrents  drain ; 

He,  staggering,  falls  in  death : — 
Hoarse  ravens,  to  feed  upon  him  slain. 

Sail  o'er  the  tainted  heath. 


Sir  Venebos,  who  far,  him,  chaced. 
Returning  o'er  the  storm-swept  waste. 

Sees,  ride  in  dread  array. 
Three  black-plumed  knights,  and  giants  three. 
Hurrying  with  them,  o'er  distant  lea. 

To  intercept  his  way. 
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AH  heedless  of  his  wound  which  wdled^ 
The  king^  remounted^  far  beheld 

The  heart-appalling  scene ; 
Six  knights  around  him  ready  stand. 
With  good  Medragan,  from  whose  hand. 

The  banner,  cat  had  been. 


They  dart,  like  night  fires,  o'er  the  field ; 
Their  horses  hoofs,  like  thunder,  pealed  ; 

Their  red  plomes  in  the  air. 
Seemed  streaming  meteors  :^-cloads  behold. 
Among  their  murky  vallies,  rolled 

Thus,  tortous  lightnings  glare. 


Sir  Venebos,  firom  rocky  height. 

Sees  foes ; — sees  friends,  in  rapid  flight ; 

His  crimsoned  helm^  he  waves : 
The  signal  for  assistance,  knew 
His  king ; — assistance  timdy  flew ; 

He  overtakes  the  foe, — and  braves. 
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Thus  rescued^  Venebos  unites 

His  valour  with  his  prince  and  knights ; 

Nor  would  they  sheathe  the  blade^ 
Till^  food  for  midnight  birds  of  prey. 
The  giants,  in  the  bloody  fray. 

Stretched  on  the  waste,  were  laid. 


The  victors  measure  back  their  way ; 
March  to  the  strand  in  proud  array. 
Two  Irish  knights,  besmeared  with  gore. 
With  ebbing  life,  are  rowed  firom  shore : 


Twelve  damsels,  clothed  in  snowy  white. 
With  squires  upon  the  beach  alight ; 

And,  on  a  signal  made. 
The  boat  is  sent : — arrived  on  board. 
They,  as  their  cares,  relief,  afford, 

A  joyous  grief  displayed. 
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Unmoored^  the  vessels  plough  the  main ; 

A  flowery  isle  appeared ; 
T' allay  the  wounded  warriors'  pain. 

They,  thither,  willing  steered. 


One  in  a  castle's  tranquil  tower. 
Whose  turrets  kiss  the  balmy  sky. 
Lay  fostered  by  meek  sjrmpathy : 

To  th' other  in  a  garden  bower. 
As  passed  on  fragrant  wing        ^ 

Sweet  consolation's  grateful  hour. 
Bland  zephyrs  health  would  bring. 


On  beds,  which  purple,  shining  gold. 

In  drapery  woven,  rich  infold. 

They,  convalescent,  lay ; 
Fresh  vigour  every  sun,  that  rolled. 

Wafts  on  his  earliest  ray. 
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Recovered^  for  their  native  straind^ 

They  leave  the  fairy  isle  ;t 
The  vessel  steered  by  elfin  hand  ; 
The  breeze^  their  thanks^  wafts  to  the  land, 

'Midst  hoary  ocean's  smile. 


The  minstrel  ceased.     King  Marc  arose. 
And  fiercely  struck  his  mail ; 

The  martial  sound  wild,  echoing,  flows. 
As  dies  the  tuneful  tale : 

So  yields,  pursued  o'er  melting  snows. 
Young  zephyr  to  the  gale. 


''  Then  cease,"  exclaimed  he, ''  Ireland's  claims 
*'  Upon  our  royal  crown. 
Long  as  the  ring  of  arms,  the  flames 
Of  minstrel-harp,  can  drown/' 


i€ 


t€ 


+  The  isle  of  Lundy  lies  about  seren  leagues 
north-east  from  Tintagel.  In  a  clear  day  it  is  dis- 
tinctly seen  :  a  slight  haziness  of  the  air  makes  it 
disappear. 


a 

Sir  Tnstreoij  wlien  he,  Ireland,  reached. 
For  Marhaose  he  be  not  impeachedf 

Nor,  from  relief,  estranged. 
The  minatrel  garb ; — ^red  belted  cloak  ; 
Green  faded  bonnet ;  weathered  lock. 
He  wears  : — ^his  name,  whene'er  he  spoke. 

To  Trwnstris,  had  he  changed. 


Disgfuised,  be  wakes  the  vocal  iftring :— ^ 
His  fame,  hears  Anguish,  Ireland's  king  :- 

Prompt,  at  the  monarch's  call. 
He  strikes  the  harp ;  such  heavenly  fires 
Were  never  known,  as  he  inspires. 

Through  the  delighted  hall. 
Lnxmiant  fancy,  beaming,  dawned. 

Like  Hght  'midst  morning  dew. 
As  o'er  the  chords  his  lofty  hand. 

In  inspiration,  flew : 
Enthusiasm  stood,  and  £Bumed 

The  kindling  fires  he  threw. 

V 
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The  tempest's  voice ; — ^the  winds  on  wing ; 
The  thunder  rolls  o'er  every  stringy 

Obedient  to  bis  sway ; 
like  silver-skirted  cloud  which  bears 
Th'  harmonious  music  of  the  spheres. 
As  charmed  creation,  thrilling,  hears. 

The  numbers  melt  away. 


ha  Belle  Isonde,  the  royal  maid. 
Enraptured,  when,  the  strains,  he  played. 

For  the  lome  minstrel,  feels ; 
Bestows  the  tenderest  care  to  bring 
The  poison  firom  the  deep'ning  spring  ; 

At  last,  successful,  heals. 


10. 
Sir  Tristrem's  heart,  in  joy,  enthrond. 
He  kneeling,  thanks  La  Belle  Isonde, 
For  life  and  health,  restored ; 
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Swears^  on  high  honour  of  a  knight^ 
Her,  faithful^  to  defend  in  right. 

Or  wrong,  by  lance  and  sword  ;  * 
And  promised,  dnteoos,  to  her  sire. 
His  gratitude  should  ne'er  expire : — 

Betums  he  then  on  board. 


By  day ; — ^when  wrapped  in  downy  sleep. 

Her  lovely  form  appears : — 
The  dear  impression  o'er  the  deep. 

He,  fondly  cherished,  bears. 


He  hoped  the  happy  mom  would  rise. 
When  he,  for  her  kind  sympathies. 

Would  find  a  meet  reward ; 
Meanwhile,  subservient  to  the  man. 
True  knightly  feelings  silent  ran. 

And  issued  in  regard. 

^  The  oath  of  a  knight. 
u  2 
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Tintagel  turrets  lofty  soar 

0*er  sea  of  mist  that  whelmed  the  shore, 

While^  through  the  refluent  surge. 
He  steers  into  the  neighbouring  bay. 
As  the  proud  castle,  on  the  day. 

And  all  her  pomp,  emerge. 


11. 

His  voyage,  in  his  accents,  glows; 
While  from  his  eye,  joy  rapturous  flows. 

His  praises  all  combine 
T*  extol  the  charms,  the  seas,  beyond. 
Of  beauteous  La  Belle  Isonde, 

And  paint  her  form  divine. 

His  ardent  speech,  the  king,  inflamed : 

Unfixed  long  had  he  been ; 
Resolves  he,  henceforth,  she  be  claimed. 

As  royal  Cornwall's  queen. 
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He,  on  Sir  Tristrem,  of  emprize. 
And  fame,  nnrivalled,  finn  relies. 

His  object  to  obtain. — 
On  the  high  embassy  Sir  Knight, 
In  splendid  vessel,  gaily  dight. 

Glad,  measures  back  the  main. 


More  secret  cause  lay  underneath : 
The  Irish  queen,  by  her  brother's  death, 

Might  wish,  when  he  appears. 
Him,  in  disaster,  to  embroO, 
And  keep  one  from  the  duchy  soil. 

Marc,  as  a  rival,  fears. 


His  fears  were  real ;  but,  this,  he  knew. 

Long  after,  and,  too  late : 
The  plans,  he  chooses  to  pursue. 

Their  very  ends,  defeat. 
u8 
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12. 

A  fiery  dragon  ravaged  far^ 

Ireland's  devoted  isle ; 
The  blush  of  mom ;  eve's  beauteous  star. 

Met  tears  for  every  smile. 


As  hissed  it,  clouds  of  poison  flew ; 
Consimied  the  plants  with  noisome  dew ; 

Scorched  the  decaying  trees ; 
Destroyed  aU  cattle :  even  mankind. 
Amidst  the  air  infected,  pined. 

And  die  by  quick  degrees. 


Th'  ill-fated  country,  desert,  lay ; 

Few  inhabitants  remained ; 
Wide  suffering  nature  spread  to  day. 

With  gore,  her  bosom,  stained. 
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By  a  copious  spring, — the  crystal  somee. 
Whence  a  deep  rirer  held  its  conise. 

Yawned  dread  the  dragon's  cave ; 
Snch  the  contagion  it  instills ; 
Shrank  with  dismay  the  tribute  rills. 

From  the  death-bearing  waye. 


Leagaes  distant^  where  the  currents  mn, 
'Twixt  nations  spreading  wide. 

The  brute  creation, — mortals  shun 
The  pestilential  tide^ 


13. 

Sir  Tristrem,  at  this  juncture,  lands : — 
When  for  the  heights  he  left  the  sands^ 

A  weariness  be  feels ; 
And  lays  him  'neath  a  blessom'd  thorn. 
Where,  sleep,  on  downy  pinions,  borne. 
In  rest  his  eyelids,  seals. 
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To,  waking  Fwacfa  watchAd  eye, 
A  vision  i^orioni^  dtiWn  tte  jd^y,   i 

Pursues  hiB  radiant  way : 
His  purple  wings  shone  iiinged  with  gold; 
Befiilgeni  l7ra^es»  oelestialy  rolled^ 

Far  wide^  dispensing  day. 


His  heavenly<>teinpered  sword  and  sluddj 
With  lightnings,  far^  illnmed  Uie  field. 

Whilst  te»  Si£  TiJsdem,  hailed ; 
*'  Go  forth,  courageous,  in  our  m^ ; 
''  For  bishop,  and  for  people,  fight :" — 

Throu^  ether  then  he  sailed. 


The  kniglit  awoke ;  astonished,  found. 
Beside  hini^  on  the  verdant  ground, 
.  A  bueUer  aaid  a  brand ; 
Of  less  circumlaimice,  that  seemed ; 
And  shorter  this,  than  Uade  which  gleamed. 
Erst,  in  his  valiant  hand. 
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Pondering  the  'vision  fivnn  liim  Hed, 
His  way,  with  th'  mnns,  he  joymis  sped ; 
,  A  vigoWy  ne'er  he  knew, 
Impait  tbey  to  his  Rowing  frame  ^^ 
When  mounifiil  AAoka  and  hondinga  oame. 
On  every  wind  that  blew. 


Across  the  desert,  crowds,  in  haste, 
Fly  from  the  dragon  that  laid  waste 

Sad  Erin's  bteatod  i^ains : 
Round  him  the  wanderers  anxious  pressed. 
In  tears :  for  thousands,  more  distiessM, 

No  way  t'  escape  remains. 


He  climbs  a  moantatn  }-^ftr  below, 
He  sees  ^  diagon's  fire, 

Peserted  villages,  o'erthroW, 
And  mangled  heaps  expire. 
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Slow,  marching  down  a  leafless  vale^ 
With  banners  floating  on  the  gale, 

A  giaye  procesgion  came, 
Loud^chaunting  hymns: — ^with  brandished  blade. 
And  shield,  on  his  high  arm,  displayed. 

He  speeds,  as  clothed  in  flame. 


The  mitred  1>ishop  walks  before ; 

The  cross  nnlified,  held ; 
The  priests,  tall  torches,  relics,  bore, 

Which,  demon^fbes,  rqpdled. 


Behind  the  yenerable  train. 
The  laity,  snccess  t'  obtaip. 

In  martial  line,  advance ; 
All  emulous  of  the  church's  zeal ; 
And  hid  amidst  the  pointed  steel 

Of  javelin  and  lance. 
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16. 

At  their  approach,  the  dragon's  ire, 
In  bellowings,  rolls  'midst  yolnmed  fire ; 

Erect,  its  horrid  head, 
like  tower  in  flames,  axose : — to  spring. 
Collected  qniyering  sounds  each  wing^        / 

O'er  spires,  tumescent,  spread. 


Sir  Tristrem,  at  th'  enyenomed  breath. 
From  th'  eminence  he  reach'd,  beneath. 

Sees  forests  tremble  frovnd ; 
The  bishop, — all,  expectant,  stand ; 
The  monster,  at  Sir  Tiistrem's  brand. 

Rushed  on,  with  tempest-sound. 


He  dauntless  in  the  echoing  wood, 
With  arms,  ethereal-tempered,  stood  ;•  * 

While  fiery  torrents  roared 
From  the  fierce  dragon's  yawning  jaws : 
A  scaly  tail  it  lengthened  draws. 

Whence  streaming  poison  poured. 
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He  poinard,  from  his  forceful  throw. 
Sinks  in  its  arching  ineast; 

The  fiery  torrents  cease  to  flow. 
Its  hisses  fail,  suppressed. 


Advancing,  bold ;  with  knighthood's  spear. 

He  gores  its  plaited  side ; 
Black  venom-currents,  boiling,  sear 

The  mountain  as  they  glide. 


The  bishop, — ^people,  grateful,  kneel. 
All  o^  the  conscious  plain ; 

Returning  as,  with  reeking  sied. 
He  leaves  the  dragon  slain. 


^'  The  shield ; — the  swwd;''  he,  them,  addressed, 

^'  To  wUch  you  safety  owe, 
^'  Keep  as  memoriaLi  >-*-4ieaven  when  blessed, 

^'  Op  them  your  thanks^  bestow." 
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In  frantic  joy^  the  natives  wild^ 
No  longer  from  their  homes^  enled, 

Ron  over  waste  and  wold  :-*« 
King  Angaish;  Cornwall's  knight^  invites. 
To  share  in  the  convivial  rites. 

For  such  acUevement  bold. 


Sir  Tristrem,  'midst  the  royal  hall. 
Unfolds  his  message ;  ni^es  all 

Th'  inducements  Marc  had  sent : 
An  ancient  throne ;  fiur-spread  domains ; 
Walled  castles ;  lionesse'  rich  plains. 
Where  golden  crops  repay  the  swains. 

Procure  the  king's  assent. 
Deep  gratitude,  for  dragon,  kiOed, 

And  realm  of  wide  extent, 
La  Belle  Isonde's  warm  bosom,  filled ; 

She^  blushing,  yidds  consent. 
And  glows,  with  nature's  livery,  tfaiiHedy 

Like  star  in  morakig's  tentr 
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16. 

The  stoled  priests,  with  pious  cctre. 
To  the  cathedral^  now,  repair. 

And,  on  the  altar,  place 
The  consecrated  sword  and  shield ; 
Then,  smiles,  as  anthems  lofty  pealed, 

Beam'd  o'er  the  virgin's  face. 


Amidst  devotion's  sacred  strain. 
Descends,  adown  the  starry  plain. 

In  native  splendours  bright, 
Th'  archangel  Michad,  and  illomes 
The  odorous  fane,  with  glory's  plumes, 

Which  drown  day's  feebler  light. 
Coruscant  gold  and  sapphire-gem. 
Blaze  'round  the  seraph-diadem ; 

Eternal  youth,  enthroned. 
Sits  blooming  on  his  roseate  cheek : 
Before  him,  prostrate,  falling  meek. 
The  bishop  hears  him,  gracious,  speak 

These  accents,  heaven-intoned : 
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*"  The  chief  of  chemb  powers^  behold^ 

*^  In  heaven's  resplendent  courts^  enrolled^ 

''  Who  make  mankind  their  care ; 
^^  Your  altar-incense  reached  the  tbrone ; — 
''  Twas  mine  your  message  to  moke  known, 

''  Of  all  the  angels,  there. 


''  Thou,  reverend  prelate,  now  dispatch 
'^  These  arms ;  with  holy  men  to  watch, 
''  On  N<Nrmandy's  far  shore ; 
Her  mount,  our  guardian  care,  invites> 
Profaned  by  heathen-demon  rites, 
''  Distained  by  human  gore." 


u 


« 


Saint  Michael,  when  these  words  he  spoke. 
Ascends,  amidst  the  inc^ise-smoke  :-r-< 

And,  holy  men,  ordained. 
Depart  on  his  enjoined  behests ; 
While  joy  divine  pwv^ades  the  breasts 

Of  those  who  at  home  remained. 
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17. 

When  bridal  preparatioiii^  meet, 
Isonde,  for  travel,  made  complete. 

The  queen,  with  anxious  care. 
Goes,  secret,  to  a  w^d's  retreatv 

Love-potion  to  prepare. 
Which,  when  they  land,  dame  Brangawainc, 
(Isonde*s  companion  on  the  main,) 

Should  cause  the  lovers  share ; 
That,  heightened  flow  their  mutual  bliss. 

Without  alloy  of  woes. 
And  every  sun  beam  happiness. 
At  rising,  or  on  lionesse. 

When  his  prone  axle  glows. 


A  fenny  wild  extended  wide. 
Overlooked  by  a  dreary  mountain's  side ; 

And,  at  the  woody  foot. 
Of  mud  the  wall,  with  rashes,  dad. 
By  shepherds,  shunned,  with  silent  dread. 

Appeared  the  witch's  hut. 
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The  queen  of  Ireland's  palfry,  shy. 
With  pricked  vp  ears,  saspicioiis  eye. 

Unwilling,  paces  on, 
Eegardless  of  the  load  he  bore. 
Starts  back,  as  sat  beside  her  door. 

The  weird  on  mossy  stono : 


Then  sternly,  firom  the  place,  she  rose ; 
The  wicker-gate,  stalks  to  unclose. 
As,  who  approaches,  well  she  knows, 

Th'  unruly  palfry  pranced ; 
Nor  rests,  while  she  thus  hoarsely  speaks, 
^^  Got  shall  be  what  your  highness  seeks, 

'^  Ere  th*  evening  star  has  glanced." 
*'  I  want,  what  lovers'  hearts  cements," 
Replied  the  queen,  as  she  presents 

Gold,  with  her  lily  hand : 

*'  The  wind-borne  vessel  waft  shall  sighs ; 

'^  They  round  old  Cornwall's  throne  shall  rise, 

^'  Like  clouds  of  incense,  fanned," 
w 
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Returning  from  the  weird's  abode. 
The  queen  thinks,  as  she  swiftly  rode. 

What  penetrating  skill 
The  hag  possessed,  whose  piercing  view. 
The  future,  scanned ;  the  past,  that  knew^ 

By  dreary  feU'  and  hill  I — 


Next  mom,  placed  by  her  chamber  door^ 
Unseen  the  hand  it  thither  bore. 

She  found  a  flaggon  sealed  :— 
In  Brangawauie  does  she  confide. 
To  none,  but  Marc  and  Cornwall's  bride. 

The  secret  be  revealed. 


18. 

With  sprightly  airs,  the  nuptial  train 
Cross  Ireland's  hiUs : — ^the  azure  main 

lies  'midst  day's  sparkling  beams  ; 
The  silken  banner,  scarlet,  white. 
Gay,  on  the  breeze  it  waves  t'  invite^ 

With  rustling  lustre^  streams. 
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Embarked,  La  Belle  Isonde,  a  sigh^ 
Heaves ;  and  looks  back^  with  humid  eye^ 

Upon  her  native  bowers : 
Connubial  life  of  happy  days 
Darts  o'er  her  mind,  like  morning  rays. 

On  April's  opening  flowers. 


When  far  they  voyaged  o'er  the  tide, 
Sir  Tristrem^to  the  youthful  bride^ 

Remarks,  '*  the  breezes  fail :" 
Impatient  she ; — the  oars  he  plies'; — 
Man,  as  with  man,  he,  emulous,  vies. 

Heeds  not  the  lagging  sail. 


Tintagel  rose  o'er  distant  leagues ; 

The  sun, — the  task.  Sir  knight,  fatigues ; 

At  fair  Isonde's  request. 

The  governess,  scarce  left  to  think. 

Hastens  to  fetch  refreshing  drink. 

But,  oh !  her  object,  missed, 
w  2 
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The  oars  lay  eased  upon  the  bank : 
Athirst^  Sir  Tristrem  grateful  drank : 

The  flaggon^  quick^  returned. 
Again  dame  Brangawaine  filled  up. 
And  gives  La  Belle  Isonde  the  cup. 

Whom  scorching  sun-beams  burned. 


Unwittingly,  what  they  partook 
Kindles  affection  in  each  look ; 

What  meant  was  to  insure 
Marc's  happiness  with  Cornwall's  queen, 
A  dungeon,  opens,  dark  between. 

Their  blasted  hopes  t'  immure. 


Companion  of  Sir  Tristrem's  way, 
Hodain,  his  dog,  recumbent  lay ; 

The  flowing  liquid,  watched ; 
Rose,  licked  the  flaggon : — &wning,  fond. 
To  Brangawaine  and  fair  Isonde, 

Becomes  he,  thence,  attached. 
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In  Arthur's  days^  'mongst  Arthni's  knigfate ; 
In  peace  or  war;  in  bowers  or  fights^ 

Love,  guiltless,  reigned  and  true : 
Sir  Tristrem's  and  Isonde's  delights. 
For  ever,  sacred,  held  the  rights 

To  solemn  wedlock  due. 


Though  years,  revolving,  might  behold 

The  knight,  his  fair,  caress ; 
Their  web  of  love  lay  full  enrolled. 

In  spotless  faithfulness. 

1&. 

Isonde,  not  long,  wore  Comtrall's  ctown. 
When  Marc  grows  envious  of  renown. 

Sir  Tristrem,  erst,  acqtdred ; 
His  character,  stispicloii  tinned ; 
His  mind  became,  as  dark  it  hinged, 

With  jealous  fancies,  fired, 
W  9 
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Resolves  he,  forth^th,  to  expose 
The  knight  to  danger  and  to  foes> 

In  hopes,  adv^itores  new 
May  rid  him  of  the  man  he  hates> 
And  crash  the  merit  that  dilates. 

Obnoxious,  in  his  view. 


20. 
To  veil  his  dark  designs,  he  spent 
Sons  in  the  chace : — ^the  royal  tent 

Stood  pitched  in  forest  wild : — 
Knights,  who  compose  the  nnmerons  train^ 
When  riding  o'er  the  heathy  plain. 

See  spears  and  lances,  piled. 


The  strangers,  who,  the  weapons,  owned. 
Appear  soon  on  the  bannered  ground  ; 

Grand  tournaments  commence ; 
Sir  Tristram,  as  requests  the  king. 
Stands  foremost  in  the  martial  ring. 

To  joust,  attack,  or  fence. 
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Sir  Lamrake,  in  the  lengthened  fights. 
Overthrew  king  Marc's  less  valiant  knights. 

Then  'gainst  Sir  Tristrem,  flies ; 
Bat  ere  he  aim  his  well-poised  lance. 
His  steed,  ei:haasted,  bars  all  chance ; 

And,  flonndering,  pithless,  lies. 


Alert,  he,  thundering,  strode  the  field. 
Defied  Sir  Tristrem's  sword  and  shield. 

Who,  halting,  scorns  to  seize 
The  vantage,  as  the  laws  of  arms. 
Forbid,  to  fallen  knight,  slightest  harms, 

Else  forfeits  he  degrees. 


21. 

Sir  Lamrake,  fired  with  rage,  departs ; 
His  breast  overflows  with  guileful  arts ; 

And  in  a  misty  mom. 
He  met  a  knight,  unknown  and  old. 
Holding  to  view,  pf  garnished  gold, 

A  rich  enchanted  horn ; 
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Morgan  le  Fie,  while  Arthur  fonght 
In  foreign  dimes,  it,  curioos,  wrought ; 

And  'twas  her  fonl  [design. 
When  he  letnmed,  her  love,  to  share. 
She  shonld,  his  faithful  Guenever, 

To  infamy,  consign. 


No  female,  bearing  marriage  vow. 
Will  this  enchanted  horn  allow. 

To  drink,  that  none  overrun. 
Unless,  pure  as  when  first  she  loved. 
And  true  has,  to  her  husband,  proved. 

As  dial  to  the  sun. 


Sir  Lamrake,  watchful  to  resent 

Sir  Tristrem'g  scorn ;  the  knight,  he  sent. 

As  touch-stone  to  king  Marc ; 
For  he  resolved  was  to  inflaniA 

im  more  'gainst  one  of  envied  fame. 

By  open  means,  or  daik. 
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Of  all  the  courts  conld  only  four 
Drink  xdne,  wlthont  its  flowing  o'er ; 

The  king,  outmgeons>  rose ; 
Ascends  his  throne :  his  conndl,  calls : 
Exclaims, ''  the  horn  through  doors  and  walls, 

''  Does,  female  guilt,  disclose." 


H^,  in  his  parliament,  next  moves, 
A  fire  of  faggots  rise  and  turves. 

For  the  convicted  dames. 
To  make  the  sacrifice  jcomplete, 
Isonde  shall  feel  the  cleansing  heat. 

First  of  th'  indignant  flames. 


Jlis  liegemen,  manfully,  withstand 
Him,  and  to  quench  his  kindling  brand. 

Add,  if  he  can,  he  may. 
His  own  wife, in  a  bonfire,  burn: 
They  will  not,  finom  their  bosoms,  spurn^ 

Theirs^  for  witch  Morgan  F6e. 


I 
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At  opposition^  more  incensed, 

A  speech,  on  morals,  he  commenced ; — 

No  stubborn  mind  wonid  bend ; 
Unanimous,  they,  fearless,  vote 
The  horn  down  Morgan's  falseful  throat. 

Which,  with  thdr  spears,  they'd  send. 


Tis  then  resolved, — king — ^barons,  drink ; 
From  such  an  ordeal  none  would  shrink ; 

The  horn,  they,  amiulous,  fiU ; 
Fond  to  detect  each  other's  fault ; 
All — ^king  and  barons,  midst  the  draught. 

The  wine,  unlucky,  spill  J* 


Said  he,  obliged  then  to  succumb, 
''  Isonde,  I  now  shall  spare : 

^'  O'erlook  th'  afirpnt,  all  time  to  come ; 

*'  Of  trial  by  the  horn,  rest  dumb, 
''  As  witchcraft's  vilest  snare." 

*  Peroeval  de  QaUois. 
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22. 

Bonndy  though  remained  his  silent  tongue^ 
Fell  jealoosy,  him,  deeper  stong : 

To  prosecute  his  aun. 
Twelve  knights,  his  nephew.  Sir  A.ndett 
Boasts ;  and  Sir  Tristrem,  soon  beset. 

In  combat,  joins  with  them. 


His  valiant  arm  fails  to  withstand 
The  numerous,  well  appointed,  band ; 

He,  from  his  steed,  is  thrown : 
The  noble  steed,  slow,  turning  round. 
Beholds  his  master,  on  the  ground. 

Amidst  a  plaintive  moan. 


The  furious  knights,  around  him,  close 
Courageous,  from  the  swaird,  he  rose ; 

His  shield  and  lance,  they  wrest : 
Disarmed,  he  rolls  his  fiery  eye ; 
And,  though  resolve  they,  he  shall  die, 

Them^  daiintless^  he  addressed, 


321  8IK  TRISTRBM* 

''  The  jeopardy^  when  ^ou  recall, 
*'  In  which  I,  ei8t»  stood  for  you  aU^ 

''  Should,  gratitade,  inspire ; 
*'  Sir  Marhause,  met  I  in  the  lists ; 
"  On  homage,  now,  what  power  insists  ? 

''  Who,  tmage,  dares  require? 
*'  The  combat^  yoii  refiised,  I  fonght ; 

**  When  pierced.  Sir  Marhanse  lay ; 
f'  You  promised,  theil,  rewards,  nnsonghV-' 

''  Are  these  rewards, — ^to  slay  ?''— • 


Awakening  truth  flashed  o'er  their  soul ;— ^ 
Their  ruthless  thoughts,  they  p^mpt,  oontrol ; 

Each,  brol^en  faith,  repairs ; 
Regrets,  he  was  advised  t' embark. 
On  stratagem,  deep  planned,  by  Marc ; 

But  honour,  stUl,  is  theirs, 


Thick  fells  the  rain  on  distant  hills; 
^well,  in  the  vales,  the  reddeiung  riUs ; 
Day  dailtM9  Willi  the  flood; 
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The  knights,  no  longer,  aienx,  bereave 
Sir  Tristrem  of  his  aims,  but  leave 
Him,  for  the  sheltering  woocL 


23« 

Fierce  blew  the  blast  across  the  plain ; 
Sir  Tristrem  rides  'midst  wind  and  rain. 

Deep  pondering  on  his  fate ; 
The  hostile  spear ;  the  clouds  which  drench. 
Fail  for  Isonde,  regard,  to  quench. 

And  even  Marc's  deadlier  hate. 


Through  woodland  pools,  as  fleet  he  dashed, 
Clapped  thunder  round  him ;  lightnings  flashed 

Across  his  devious  way ; 
On  burrow,  stood  a  rustling  oak ; 
'Neath  it,  in  necromantic  cloak. 

He  spies  Moigan  le  F^e, 
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The  noble  steed^  that  dauntless  £eiced 
The  vivid  lightnings,  on  the  waste. 

The  instant,  she  appears. 
Snorts  wild  with  fixed  suspicions  eye. 

And  prancing  pricks  his  ears ; 
While  midst  the  storm,  the  knight,  her  cry. 

Hears,  or,  conjecturing,  hears ; 


^'  A  fellow  wanderer  on  the  heath, 

'*  You  11  meet  with  flowing  rein, 
**  Whose  being  hangs  on  lady's  breath ; 

*'  'Twas  I  who  wove  the  chain.** 
*'  Hence,  hagard  witch,**  he,  quick,  replied, 
*'  Yon  flaming  clouds,  to  thee,  allied, 
"  Less,  interrupt  me,  as  I  ride  :'* — 

She  shrank  beneath  the  tree ; — 
Swift  as  the  fires,  above,  which  glanced. 
Sir  Tristrem's  startling  steed  advanced. 

As  firom  enchantment,  free. 
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Long^  rode  he,  ere  the  storm  had  spent 
Its  rage,  o'er  th'  earth  and  firmament : 

Then  light-firinged  clouds,  between. 
Pure  azure  tracks  of  deepened  blue. 
Cheering  affirighten'd  nature's  yiew. 

Enthrone  the  day  serene. 


24. 

A  statue  grand  of  Victory  stood. 
Contiguous  to  an  ancient  wood. 

Whence  four  ways,  branching,  spread ; 
Her  right  hand  holds  a  shining  spear ; 
White  robes,  like  meteors,  launched  through  air. 

Her  limbs,  in  drapery,  clad. 


A  laurel  wreath,  her  temples,  crowned ; 
Her  waist,  a  starry  cincture  bound ; 

Her  left  hand,  on  a  shield 
Leans,  as  it  massive,  beaming  far. 
Rich  emblems,  bears,  of  ancient  war. 

And,  wide,  illumes  the  field. 
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The  conyex  aide  was  hamifihed  gold. 
Where  bland  in  British  letters^  bold, 

'^  The  gosUkss  wha  protects  f 
Within,  bright  ayfvei>  ladiaace,  shed. 
Where  stood  a  white-plumed  knight,  and  read, 

''  Overthrows  tbs  northern  PictsJ* 


When,  to  the  place.  Sir  Tristrem  came. 
He,  through  the  dazKling  ydlow  flaine. 

The  stranger,  thus,  addressed ; 
''  That  golden  orb,  like  mid-day  son, 
"  Memorial,  sUnes,  of  battles  won, 

^  Which,  time's  swift  wing,  ajrest." 


'*  That  silver  orb,"  the  stranger  cries, 
*^  Relates,  if  i  dave  tmst  these  eyes, 

^'  Of  northern  warriors  slain  :"* 
Sir  Tristrem  then,  ^  yon  err,  good  knight ; 
"  The  dazzling  flood  o'erpowers  the  sight, 
^  As  day's  grand  orb,  with  stronger  light, 

^'  Overflows  the  stany  plain.'' 
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*'  What !  evidence  of  sense  reject  t 
''  It  mast  not  be : — the  more  I  iniq^ect 

*'  The  polished  concave^  rounds 
^'  Tis  silver,  I  the  more  insist ; — 
"  And  dare  maintain,  in  martial  list, 
^  The  truth :"— stem  Victory  ftowned ! 


Their  horses  turned,  prompt  ride  they  back^ 
That  space,  between,  increase  th'  attack ; 

Tliey  uncoach  the  resting  spear ; 
Th'  imputed  falsehood  to  defy. 
Impetuous  'gainst  each  other,  fly. 

The  knights,  in  b(M  career. 


The  shield,  cause  of  their  hostile  strife, 
Rings,  as  they  gallop  brave ; 

The  trembling  mould  invites  to  life> 
In  vain,  the  waniiNr's  grave. 
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Their  steeds,  stunned  with  the  dreadM  shofck, 
like  ocean  waves  'gainst  monntain-rock. 

Fall  on  the  thundering  ground : 
Themselves,  they  quickly  disengage  ; 
Valiant,  on  foot,  the  combat,  wage ; 

Their  blows  far  echo  'round. 


Four  lengthened  hours,  they,  equal,  stood  ;^ 

Bespangled  still  with  rain. 
Red  frothy  streams  of  reeking  blood. 

The  green-swaird,  deep  distain : 
At  last,  they  'midst  the  purpling  flood. 

Sink,  tranced,  as  mutual  slain. 


25. 

A  Druid  travelled  near  the  place, — 
The  last  of  all  the  priestly  race. 

Whom  Cornwall,  erst,  revered ; 
An  ancient  tree,  without  a  leaf; 
The  flitting  shades  of  fallen  belief. 
His  wintry  evening,  shared. 
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A  sovereign  balsam^  he  possessed, 
From  field  and  forest-plants^  expressed ; 

And,  kneeling  on  the  ground^ 
He,  with  a  father's  hand,  bestows 
Relief  on  both  th' exhausted  foes. 

And  staunched  each  bleeding  wound. 


Recovering  by  his  gentle  aid ; 

He  asks  the  cause  why  thus  they  bled  ?  ' 
The  stranger,  answering,  rose  % 
Against- the  truth  he,  vaunting,  said. 
The  shield  of  sculptured  goM  is  made, 
"  Which  by  tte  statue  glow^." 


u 
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Sir  Tristrem  then ;  ''  that,  he  denied  ; 
**  Affirmed,  'twas  silver,  and  defied 

*'  Me  in  the  recent  fight  /' — • 
"  Ah  r  said  the  Druid,  with  a  sigh, 
*'  In  error  both,  here,  might  you  die  ; 
"  Live,  now,  in  what  is  tight. 

X  2 
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If,  ruled  by  cool  reflection's  sway, 
''  Had  either  gone  a  little  way, 
^'  And  viewed  the  other  side. 
Presumption  would  not  have  awoke ; 
Nor  moumfiil  stained,  the  verdure  smoke, 
*'  With  knigfathood*s  crimson  tide. 


€< 
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''  Both  boasting  knowledge,  not  attained  ; 
"  Nay,  blind  with  ignorance,  yon  remained, 

*'  In  rash  opinions,  fixed ; 
^^  But  virtuous  pride,  my  gallant  friends^ 
'^  To  rectitude,  to  honour,  tends ; 

"  To  independence^  next  5 


"  With  equal  dignity,  concedes, 

'^  As  she  commands ;  hence,  calm,  proceeds, 

'^  Majestic  on  her  way ; 
^  Tempestuous  clouds  of  pa^ion^  rolled, 
^  Approach  not  her  pure  throne  of  gold, 

*^  NiHT  quench  the  feeblest  ray : 


a 


<( 


« 
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Hence,  by  the  gods  whom  I  adore. 
In  chief,  her*  witnessing  your  gore^ 
''  Ne'er  draw  the  hostile  blade. 
Till  cause  of  strife/— of  kindling  hate. 
In  reason's  balance,  cool,  sedate, 
*'  You  have,  impartial,,  weighed." — 


They  thank  him  for  advice^  and  pains :- 
The  stranger  seized  the  flowing  reins ; 
Exclaims, ''  Sir,  wondrous  weU, 
Support  you  knighthood's  lofty  fame ; 
Ere  we  depart,  I  pray,  the  name 
"  Of  my  brave  foe,  you  tell." 


i€ 
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*  iThe  Druids  worshipped  none  of  the  minor 
gods,  as  the  Graeks  and  Romans^  for  which  reason 
the  Romans  endeayoured  to  bring  them  to  their 
religion  ;  and,  to  a  certain  degree,  in  some  instances, 
succeeded. 

X  B 
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"  To  laws  of  arms,'^  said  Tristrtm,  '*  tme, 
**  I  rode  the  gpround  first  paced  by  you ; ' ' 

'*  Hence^  1,  precedence^  take  t" — 
The  stranget  th^ti^— '^  Restormel  halls^'' ' 
''  Fair  lady  hibhoors,  viho,  me^  calls^        ' 

'*  Sir  Lauhcelot  <]fe  Lake:** 


€1 
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Alas !"  cried  Tristrem^  "  yonder  sim. 

In  sorrow^  views  the  deeds  now  done ; 

''  His  all-enliyening  beam 
''  Ne'er  shone  on  knight^  whose  valour  hlgh^ 
**  Although  you^  now^  first  meet  my  eye^ 

"  So  honoured^  I  esteem." 


Sir  Laoncelot^  too,  confessed  his  shame. 

On  hearing  brave  Sir  Tristrem's  name  : 

■■•.»"•        I    .•  ,■    .  .' ..." .'    ii'i 

Then,  bleeding,  both  down  kneeled ; 

Exchange  their  swords ;  warm  fiiends,  embraced ; 

.J 

Grieved,  they  should,  blood,  impassioned,  waste ; 
They  leave  the  purpling  field. 
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26. 
They  wend  throiigh  copse,  and  flowery  lands. 
Where,  now>  Lanhydrock's  mansicm  stands ; 

And,  crossing  Fawy  dale; 
They,  climb  the  steep  redoubt-ascent. 
Whence  warriors  oft  have,  arrows,  sent. 

Foes,  ranged  below>  f  assail. 


The  courts  they  enter ; — GueHev^ 

Sees  clotted  blood,  their  greaves,  besmesu: : 

Their  welling  wounds,  she  bathed ; 
And  dressed  them  with  her  lily  hands ; 
Brought  moUients,  and  the  staying  bands. 

With  kind  attention,  swathed^ 


Sir  Tristrem,  welcomed,  then,  she  greets ; 
Recounts  the  valour  and  the  feats. 

Emblazoning  his  renown ; 
His  worship  meek ;  his  gentle  heart ; 
JEIis  dexterous  skill,  at  lance  or  dart^ 

In  chace,  or  bunting-dpwn ; 
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She  hopes,  he'll,  when  Aeir  wounds  are  healed^ 
-  Witii  aong  her  cares,  repay; 
And  strike  the  harp  to  gkarjr's  field. 
And  warriors  in  array. 


27. 

Fame,  busy,  to  king  Marc,  reports. 
Sir  Tristrem,  in  Restormel  courts. 

The  tranqpnl  hours,  enjoys  :— 
His  mnrderons  ire,  the  news  exites : — 
He  leaves  Tintagel  with  two  knights ; 

Two  trusty  squires,  employs. 
To  stab  fafan  in  Guenever's  bower ; 

Or  intercept  his  way. 
That  dragged  within  his  ruthless  power. 

Unknown,  he  might  him  slay. 


Mild  twilight's  latest  glimmerings  fail. 
When  entered  they  the  dewy  vale. 
By  Fawy's  murmuring  stream : 
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The  barp's  Miettiftaoas  cadence  fiJU, 
S^t  from  Bestonad's  tomdng  haQ», 
Commixed  with  €>]nitliia'8 


Marc  hastes^  his  poipetie,  to  reTeal^ 
That  they,  by  nearest  postern  steal; 

Surprize  th'  inconscious  guard  ; 
The  mirtMid  concert,  anned,  inrade; 
And,  in  Sir  Tiisirem,  phinge  their  Made, 

Assured  of  high  reward. 


Indignant,  each  revolting  knight. 

With  sword  unsheathed,  midst  gleaming  light. 

Refuses  to  obey ; 
Both  swear,  for  such  opprobrious  breach 
Of  honour's  laws,  the]rll,  him  impeach : 
Soon  shall  his  plans,  king  Arthur,  reach. 

Who,  knight,  dares  to  betray. 
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More  soon  may  waves  be  kept  from  shoie^ 
Than  they  infinnge  the  oath  they  swore  ^^ 

Marc^  oonsdons  where  it  tends. 
Bides  onward  to  the  western  coast ; 
For  worship,  they  dedared  as  lost, 

He  promised  great  amends. 


Their  cooled  resentment^  to  repress. 
He  passed  some  time  in  Lk>nesse ; 

And,  'midst  th*  Elysian  plains. 
They  for  regard,  to  him,  they  bore. 
Raze,  from  their  breasts,  the  oath  they  swore. 

And  injured  honour's  stains. 


26. 
Meanwhile,  fierce  bands,  in  dread  array. 
Of  Saxons,  hold  their  wasteful  way. 

To  work  TintageFs  fall. 
La  Belle  Isonde,  alone,  alarmed ; 
King  Marc,  from  home ;  the  troops  unarmed. 

Without  their  mareshal ; 
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Sends  to  Restonnel,  winged  with  speedy 


A  messenger  for  aid : — 
Sir  Tristrem^  cm:h|s  luunessediflte^j  . . : 
And  Laoncelot,  prompt^  obeyed. 


t  ^ 


*« 


As  galloped  they  beyond  tim*  gate^ . 

Queett  Guendver^/theBiy  hailed ; 
The  honour  they  retora^  elate. 

With  plume^,  in^  air,  whioh  sailed. 


■  I 


I 


The  foe  approached,  at  midnight  hour. 
When  rampart,  bastion,  hall  and  tower. 

Unseen,  dissolying,  lay ;    . . . 
And  magic'i^  secret  working  powder, 
'Midstshades  wbich^sco^Jjand  clouds  which  lour. 

Usurped  her  destined  sway.  : 

Around  the  shores  of  wayy  iQist, 
Rolls  Saxon  war,  with  crimson-crest ; 
The  knights,  who  landmarks,  knew. 


94Si  Sim  TRISTRBM. 

O'er  mountahi  doiids,  and  vales  between^ 
Where  nought  but  wandering  lights  are  seen. 
Their  darkling  course,  pursue. 


Their  horses'  manes,  like  meteors,  streamed  ; 
Their  plumes,  Uack,  scwletf  fiery  gleamed  ; 

The  clouds,  tlurottgfa  which  they  Mased^ 
With  thunder-glooms,  fire-skirted,  frowned ; 
From  heayen-snpported  hillfit,  the  sound 
Of  arms  descends ; — below,  profound. 

Scared  night  awakes,  amaased. 


On  igneous  vapoU]rs,  sailing,  fleet. 
They,  Merlin,  in  this  region,  meet ; 

**  Follow  r  exclaims  the  seer; 
Th*  advice,  through  darl^ess  they  obey ; 
He  draws  night's  curtain ;  in  array. 

They  rush  with  flaming  spear. 
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The  lines,  surprised ;  no  qnartar  given, 
Whcfaned  'nudst  the  misty  ocean,  driven. 

The  Sax<ms  down  aie  hewed  ; 
Fires  flit,  as  Merlin  lists,  and  show. 
Where  Inrks,  onse^oi,  the  broken  foe ; 
The  knights  defeat,  by  Mride  overthrow ; 

Hills  with  the  slain  are  strewed. 


Hoarse  winds  perv^e  the  ebbing  gloom. 
Death's  straggling  groans,  they  spiead ; 

Those,  who  escaped  their  comrade's  doom. 
On  morning's  wings,  had  fled. 


29. 
Exhausted,  (ami,  with  broken  spears. 
The  gallant  knights  are  filled  with  fears. 

The  fort  they  will  not  find ; 
When  Merlin,  borne  on  surging  clouds. 
Cries,  "  Follow" !— they,  as  darkness  shroud^/ 

Him,  swiftty  ride  behind. 
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Though  saved  by  them  fjtam  Saxon  hBhA^, 
Concealed^  Tintag^l  «astlie  stands  i 

But^  when^  the  Ibsse^  they  feached^ 
In  thunder  he/ his  voice,  conveyed  :— 
From  sidci  to  Side,  by  hSm  obeyed, 

Th'oliedient  draw-bridge  sttetched. 

Black,  opening  'neath  a  silvery  sea. 
The  massive  {lortid'hioaned ;    ' 

Like  ghost  in  clouds,  who  they  may*  be. 
Looks  fh)m  high  tower;  Isonde.' 


And  soon.  Sir  Tristrem*s  crimson-plume 

Meets  her  astonished  sight; 
Descends  she  to  the  ringing  room. 
Where  they,  theiir  armour,  'midst  the  gloom^ 

Unbuckle  from  the  fight. 
Whilst  MerUn  ih  tfa'  adjoinisrig  hdll. 

Awakes  the  lofty  stredn. 
Of  proud  invader's  hopeless  fall. 

And  foreign  armies,  slain. 
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She,  heaving  silent  siglis,  snryeyed 
The  dinted  shield,  ih'  ensanguined  blade. 

Their  hands,  with  gore,  distained :— • 
When  hears  she  from  the  warriors  brave. 
Where  day  stands  stemmed  by  night's  thick  wa 

Great  victory,  they  had  gained.    ' 


With  joy  her  grateful  breast  overflows ; 

In  heart-enlivening  wine. 
They  drink  to  Cornwall's  long  repose  :— 

"  And,  lovely  queen,  to  thine  !'* 


And  precious  passed  the  hours,  I  ween ; 
Sir  Tristrem's  love,  for  Cornwall's  queen. 

Like  flame  on  altar,  bums ; 
Day  following  day  beholds  him  bless'd  ; 
While  Marc,  as  disappeared  the  mist. 

From  Lionesse,  f  etums. 
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30. 
As  be  apptoM^aa&i  ib»  cAistle  gate^ 
Sir  LaunceJot  iiAsteofi  to  i^te 

Tbe  dangers  Uiey  bad  passed ; 
Bat  for  Sh  l^ristrem's^  and  bis  aid^ 
Tintagel  mi|^  in  askes»  laid. 

Have  smoked^  one  ruin  vast. 


'*  Where  is  Sir  Tri^tvem  V  Marc  enquires. 
His  eyes  iaflamed  witib  jeaitous  fijtes  r 

''  Our  t^tieen  bas  prudent  done, 
"  With  courteous  favour  to  detain 
^^  Both,,  till  you  hear  what  thanks  remain 

'*  FromUs,  for  victory  won/* 


Ah !  little  did  bis  thoughts  agree 
With  rach  dissemUed  phrase ; 

Revenge  boils,  like  a  cavemed  sea. 
Or  struggling  flames  to  blaze. 
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Sir  Tristrem  came^  in  noble  mien^ 
With  £Eur  Isonde,  across  the  green ; 

More  fierce  rage  his  alarms : 
Advancing,  she  all  beanteoos  goes. 
And  longs  to  tell  what  threatened  woes. 

The  knights  dispell'd,  in  arms. 


^'  They  have  our  thanks ; — ^we  know  it  all  :"- 
He  said ; — and  strode  to  a  private  haU ; 

Sat  by  the  oaken  board ; 
Commands  the  seneschal,  that  none 
Disturb  repose  he  courts  alone. 

Till  mom  has,  day,  restored* 


Ere  midnight  passed,  the  knights,  who  went 
With  Marc,  and  foiled  his  dire  intent. 

Sir  Tristrem,  dang^,  show ; 
Advise,  he  fly,  plot,  to  prevent ; 
Marc  planning  murder  now  is  pent. 

They  from  experience  know. 
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31. 

Of  hopes  of  safety  thas  bereft. 

Ere  dawn,  he,  loved  Tintagel,  left  :-— 

When  reached  the  distant  plain. 
His  breast,  with  grief  and  hatred,  burned ; 
Neglect,  for  service  great,  returned, 

Bewildering,  shakes  his  brain. 


For  I'endered  good,  despised,  dispraised. 

Which,  envy  and  suspicion  raised. 
And  murder  the  reward ! 

As  thoughts  distracting  rent  his  mind, 

Complains  he  to  the  passing  wind, 
Unheard  by  guide  or  guard ; 
"  Deeds,  late  performed,  excite  a  joy, 

''  No  ruthless  tyrant  can  destroy  t 
For  Saxons,  slain,  who  marched  to  bum 
Yon  towers,  I  meet  this  stem  return  :-^ 
Come  will  the  day,  ordained  by  fates, 

''  When  Marc  will  mourn  whom,  now,  he  hates, 

''  And  heaven^  in  awful  justice,  frown, 

''  As  he,  on  him  who  saved  his  crown : 
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''  Ye  warbling  larks ! — the  dewy  mom 
''  Hears  yon, — and  me,  deserts,  fodom  ;-^ 

''  For  me,  no  sweet  flowen  bloom ; — 
''  For  me,  no  ray  enlivenii^  flows, 
''  As  radiant  gates  of  light  miclose ; — 

''  Day  meets  me,  stoled  in  gloom : — 


''  Suspended  in  the  desert  air, 

''  His  armour,  gives  he,  to  thy  caie, 

"  Old,  solitary,  elm, 
''  To  ring,  as  maid  her  love-song  channts  ;- 
**  Sir  Tristrem,  now,  no  longer  wants 

''  Spear,  mail,  or  plnmy  helm  V* 


When  shades  of  evening,  round  him,  fell. 
He  laid  him  by  a  crystal  well. 

Fatigued : — ^through  night,  he  slept ; 
A  willow,  o'er  his  mossy  bed. 
Her  languid  foliage,  sighing,  spread, 

And,  in  the  moon-beams,  wept. 
Y  2 
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Far  fifom  society^  exiled. 

In  woods  he  wandered,  naked,  wild ; 

Field-plants  and  berries,  ate : 
Poor  shepherds,  pitying,  as  they  tend 
Their  flocks,  kind  charity,  extend. 

As  lone,  bylnrooks,  he  sat. 


32. 
Twelve  moons  beheld  Sir  Tristrem  stray : 
Sometimes  would  reason's  gentle  sway. 
The  ferment  of  his  mind,  allay; 

And,  as  the  calm  returns. 
Would  he,  his  saddened  fate,  lament ; 
Again,  he  wildered,  chauntmg,  went. 

Whilst  kindling  madness  bums 
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Sir  TSristrem,  deram^,  simgM. 
^'First  rose  of  smiimer! — on  my  breast:—^ 

Bland  zephjrrs  enndous  flew; 
Their  rustling  vfings,  ns  on  they  pvessed. 

The  meads  with  fragrance,  strew. 
First  rose  of  summer !  I  inhaled 

Thy  virgin  breath ; — the  zephyrs  sig^ ; 
Through  ether,  in  confludon,  sailed. 

Nor,  in  thy  hues,  their  plumage,  dye. 


^'  First  rose  of  summer !  circling  round. 

Thee,  pointed  spears  infold ; 
The  zephjrrs  fled ;  and  flying  fifowne4> 

As  lay  thy  leaves  unrolled ; 
Now  vagrant  on  expanded  wing. 

Revengeful  crowd  they  hovenng  near ; 
Perfumes,  from  every  flower,  they  bring, 

JSxceptiog  that  to  me  most  dear. 

r  8 
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''  A  smiling  mom  beamed  Tristrem's  love ; 

'Midst  budding  branches^  sang 
The  feathered  waiblers  of  the  grove^ 

Cheer'd  hill  and  valley  rang : 
The  tempest  loured ;  ceased  every  strain ; 

And  loud  th'  awakening  thunder  pealed ; 
Lost  'midst  the  surging  gloom  and  rain. 

Poor  Tristrem  strays  o'er  waste  and  field 


''  First  rose  of  summer !  on  my  breast^ 

Again  shalt  thou  recline ; 
Though  glooms  may,  nature,  now  invest. 

Sweet  mojm  again  shall  shine : 


^'  Ungrateful  king !  the  Saxon-yell 
Proclaims  their  dread  advance ; 

"Virhen  they,  thee  from  thy  throne,  expels 
Think  of  Sir  Tristram's  lance^ 
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^'  The  turrets  rise ! — ^the  turrets  rise ! — 

Kind  leaf  of  aspen  spray^ 
Thanks ;  thou  hast  fanned  the  cloudy  skies ; 
The  banner^  on  Tintagd,  flies  ;-^ 
Isonde,  I  see ; — ^ber  radiant  eyes 

Restore  my  weary  day." 


33. 

On  Cornwall's  border  then  abode 
The  giant  Taullers : — ^forth  be  strode^ 

And  o*er  the  mountains  ran ; 
Laid  waste  the  fields ;  the  forest,  gains. 
Where  kind  tlie  hospitable  swains 

Protect  the  wildered  man. 


Them,  he  pursues :  aqiidst  affiright. 
Roused  firom  his  stupor,  wakes.  Sir  knight ; 

He  seized  a  branching  oak ; 
Avoids  the  giant's  blow : — arise. 
All  his  courageous  energies ; 

Great  Taullers'  thighs^  he  broke, 
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From  his  firm  grasp,  the  brand,  he  wrenched^ 
Cuts  ofi*  his  head ;  while  torrents  drenched 

Hie  reeidng,  bloody,  ground  ^~ 

This,  to  Tintagel,  bear,'*  he  said ; 

Inform  king  Maic,  no  more  the  blade 

''  Win  havoc,  spraad,  aroond*'* 


tt 
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A  chamber,  entered  by  a  stair. 

Hewn  in  the  living  stone. 
Affords  Isonde  relief  from  care. 

With  Brangawaine,  alone. 
When  joyous  swains,  the  trophy,  bronght^i 
She,  pensive,  that  retreat,  had  sought ; 
And  wakes  the  harp,  as  falls  a  tear. 
On  theme  to  faithful  memory  dear. 

When  day,  descending,  shone* 
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La  Belle  Isonde  singi  to  the  Harp. 
^'  O  Brangawctine^  Tcmemb'test  thoti 

The  look — ^the  Toicc  divine. 
With  which  Sir  Tristrem  spoke  the  tow. 

That  l^oond  his  heart  to  mine ; 
And  promised  by  his  knightly  swonl^ 

That  nought  but  fate's  decree 
Shoold  rend  the  tie — ^should  break  the  word. 

He  plighted  then  to  me ! 


"  For  thee, — for  thee,  alone,  I  sigh,** — 

(Thon  heard'st  hhn  gently  own ;) 
^'  I  only  live ; — I  fain  wonid  die, 

"  For  thee, — ^for  thee  alone ! 
"  Thine  image,  from  my  faithful  heart, 

"  Death  only  can  remove  : 
"  The  silken  bands  shall  never  part,— ^ 

''  The  silken  bands  of  love !" 
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Buty  ah^  the  magic  cup  that's  given 

By  love's  entidiig  god, 
Spaiiding  as  if  the  dews  of  heaven 

Its  dazzling  brim,  o'erfloVd, — 
Is  dragged  with  fond  desires,  that  bum 

The  soul ; — an4>  finnn  the  brink. 
Unless  our  eager  lips  we  torn, 

.  Tis  poison  that  we  drink. — 


But  secret  vows  nnsppke,— nnhear^. 

By  lips, — by  ears,  below. 
And  wishes  breath'd,  and  prayers  preferred, 

0 

The  gods  alone  can  know ; 
These  all  are  borne  finom  breast  to  breast. 

By  S3^pathy  divine : 
And  oh,  my  love,  when  thou  art  blest. 

The  purest  bliss  is  mine  !*'— ^ 


I^Ift  TBISTRBM.  355 

84. 

Great  Tauller'g  sword,  two  youthful  sqoixes 
Present^  king  Marc,  the  deed^  admires ;. 
*'  Who  claims  the  honour?''  he  enquires^ 

*^  The  mightiest  giant  known^ 
^'  Slain  by  a  wanderer?— tell  his  name/' 
*^  A  maniac : — shepherds^  with  it,  came^ 

''  Unfit  t'  approach  t)ie  throne/' 


To  find  him^  king  and  courtiers  ride:-:- 
Lone  Tristrem^  by  a  rivulet  side. 

Flowers,  in  the  current,  throws : 
Beneath  the  waving  ash  which  shades. 
He  starts,  as  tread>  his  calm,  invades ; 

In  firantic  mood  he  rose : — 


3cant  ch^cture,  loosely  rqund  hini,  draws  ; 

Runs,  fiercp,  his  dub  to  seize ; 
His  nails  are  curved  like  an  eagle's  daws ; 

His  hair  overspreads  his  knees. 


I 

] 


i 


856  sn  *pRisTRm. 

Marc  knows  him  not ;  but  kindly  tries 
T'allwe  liim  tfaenee;  lie  stem  ccMnplies ; 

To  soft  per^uiifoii^  yirilds ; 
BadL  to  'nntag^l^  holds  his  way  :-- 
To  see  the  madman,  ftom  tlieir  play, 

Crowd,  chjldien,  o'er  the  fields. 


35. 

The  king  langhs  at  th'  extravagance. 
With  whieh  he  boasts  his  clnb  a  lance ; 

Isonde  flies,  with  affirigfat. 
To  that  apartment,  where,  before. 
Sir  Tristrem  wonld,  her  charms,  adore, 

4^nd  she  carets  her  knigfatr 


Medicaments,  and  usage  mild. 
Him  of  dehision^s  iK>wer,  beguiled ; 

Whilst  reason's  steady  sway 
Extended,  gradual,  o'er  his  mind ; 
Though,  at  confinement,  he  repined. 

And  longed  to  break  away. 
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Of  all  who  Ittnghed  or  pitied,  diief. 

Abandoning  herself  to  giiflf^ 
Would  fiur  iMUide  erdaii, 
Alas !  lay  Bmagawaine,  llie  star. 
That  ruled  my  birth,  thns  end  fitf, 
''  Sheds  its  maligoaiit  flaoie: 


€€ 


<t 


**  Alas,  the  day  that  sew  me  bom ! 
^^  That  maniac,  savage  aad  ioadom, 
'' When stalkiiig loimd  ttewaD; 
*'  O  my  fun  heart !--^batahaH  I  layt 
^'  Does,  though  his  eye  wHhhnMit  its  lay. 
My  Tiistiem's  fima  lecaU  r 


it 


'*  As  Saint  John,  me,  shall  deign  to  Mess/ 
Replies  tiie  walclifiil  govetness, 
''  K  not  your  lorer,  fond, 
lis  my  belirf,  diignite,  he  wean, 
Commissioned,  or  a  meange^  beai^^ 
''  Fran  Tkiftran  to  Isyio  f 
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Far  fifom  society,  exiled^ 

In  woods  he  wandered,  naked,  wild ; 

Fidd-plants  and  berries,  ate : 
Poor  shepherds,  pitying,  as  they  tend 
Their  flocks,  kind  charity,  extend. 

As  lone,  by.lNrooks,  he  sat. 


32. 
Twelve  moons  beheld  Sir  Tristrem  stray 
Sometimes  would  reason's  gentle  sway. 
The  ferment  of  his  mind,  allay ; 

And,  as  the  calm  returns. 
Would  he,  his  saddened  fate,  lament ; 
Again,  he  wildered,  chaunting,  went. 

Whilst  kindling  madness  bums 
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Sir  Tristrem,  deranged,  sings. 
^' First  rose  of  smnmer! — on  my  brea«t:— 

Bland  zephyrs  emnlous  flew; 
Their  rustling  wings,  as  on  they  pressed. 

The  meads  wiA  fragratice,  strew. 
First  rose  of  summer !  I  inhaled 

Thy  virgin  breath ; — ^the  zephyrs  sigh ; 
Through  ether,  in  cimftision,  sailed. 

Nor,  in  thy  hues,  their  plnmage,  dye. 


"  First  rose  of  summer !  circling  round. 

Thee,  pointed  spears  infold ; 
The  zephyrs  fled ;  and  flying  fiowiie4» 

As  lay  thy  leaves  unrolled ; 
Now  vagrant  on  expanded  wing. 

Revengeful  crowd  they  hovering  near ; 
Perfumes,  from  every  flower,  they  bring, 

JSxcepting  that  to  me  most  dear, 
y  8 
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^'  A  smiling  morn  beamed  Tristrem's  love ; 

'Midst  budding  branches,  sang 
The  feathered  warblers  of  the  grove, 

Cheer'd  hill  and  valley  rang : 
The  tempest  lonred ;  ceased  every  strain ; 

And  loud  th'  awakening  thunder  pealed ; 
Lost  'midst  the  surging  gloom  and  rain. 

Poor  Tristrem  strays  o'er  waste  and  field. 


*'  First  rose  of  summer !  on  my  breast. 

Again  shalt  thou  recline ; 
Though  glooms  may,  nature,  now  invest. 

Sweet  mojn  again  shall  shine : 


^'  Ungrateful  king  I  the  Saxon-yell 
Proclaims  their  dread  advance ; 

^f^ien  they,  thee  firom  thy  throne,  expel„ 
Think  of  Sir  Tiistrem's  lance, 
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**  The  tunets  rise ! — ^the  tanrets  rise 

Kind  leaf  of  aspen  spray. 
Thanks ;  thou  hast  fanned  the  dondy  skies ; 
The  banner,  on  Tintagd,  flies ; — 
Isonde,  I  see ; — her  radiant  eyes 

Restore  my  weary  day/' 


38. 
On  Cornwall's  border  then  abode 
The  giant  Taullers : — ^fcurth  he  strode. 

And  o'er  the  mountains  ran ; 
Laid  waste  the  fields ;  the  forest,  gains. 
Where  kind  the  hospitable  swains 

Protect  the  wildered  man. 


Them,  he  porsues :  aipidst  affright. 
Roused  from  his  stupor,  wakes.  Sir  knight ; 

He  seized  a  branching  oak ; 
Avoids  the  giant's  blow : — arise. 
All  his  courageous  energies ; 

Great  Taullers'  thighs,  he  broke, 
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From  his  fiim  grasps  the  brandy  he  wrenched^ 
Cuts  off  his  head ;  while  torrents  drenched 

The  leddng,  bloody,  groond  :-*- 
"  This,  to  Tintagel,  bear,""  he  said ; 
''  Inform  king  Marc,  no  more  the  blade 

**  Will  havoc,  spread,  aroond*** 


A  chamber,  entered  by  a  stair. 

Hewn  in  the  living  st<me. 
Affords  Isonde  relief  from  care. 

With  Brangawaine,  alone. 
When  joyous  swains,  the  trophy,  brought. 
She,  pensive,  that  retreat,  had  sought ; 
And  wakes  the  harp,  as  falls  a  tear. 
On  theme  to  faithful  memory  dear. 

When  day,  descending,  shone* 


t< 
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At  sea,  the  scorching  sua  indaoed 
Me  to  ask  drink ; — ^it^  you  produced, 
''  From  what  you  were  debarred ; 
Fainting  with  heat  I  took  the  cup ; 
A  second  time  you  filled  it  up, 
''  Inconscious,  what  it  marred. 


xc 


« 


t< 
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La  Belle  Isonde,  t' allay  her  thirst. 
Drank,  grateful;  as  I  had,  the. first: — • 
*'  To  such  neglectfnlness. 
Owe  we  the  misery  and  woes. 
Which  thickening  black,  our  lives,  enclose,- 
"  Do  you  remember  this  ?" 


''  No ; — ^not  a  word," — ^was  her  reply : — 
'^  Ah !  Brangawaine,  with  brighter  eye, 

"  Have  you.  Sir  Tiistrem,  seen : 
^^  To  you,  alone,  have  I  revealed 
^^  The  love  you,  inadvertent,  sealed 

"  With  Cornwall's  beauteous  queei>» 
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Buty  ah,  the  magic  cup  that's  given 

By  love's  enticing  god. 
Sparkling  as  if  the  dews  of  heaven 

Its  dazzling  brim,  o'erfloVd, — 
Is  drogged  with  fond  desires,  that  bnni 

The  soul ; — an4,  from  the 
Unless  our  eager  lips  we  turn, 

.  Tis  poison  that  we  dxink. — 


But  secret  vows  unsppke,«-iinhearfl. 

By  lips, — by  ears,  below. 
And  wishes  breath'd,  and  prayers  preferr'd^ 

e 

The  gods  alone  can  know ; 
These  all  are  borne  from  breast  to  breast. 

By  sympathy  divine : 
And  oh,  my  love,  when  thou  art  blest. 

The  j^urest  bliss  is  mine !"— « 
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84. 

Great  TauDer's  sword,  two  youthful  squires 
Present,  king  Marc,  the  deed,  admires ;. 
*^  Who  claims  the  honour?"  he  enquires, 

'<  The  mightiest  giant  known, 
*'  Slain  by  a  wanderer? — tell  his  name/' 
^'  A  maniac : — shepherds,  with  it,  came, 

'^  Unfit  t'  approach  t|ie  throne/' 


To  find  him,  king  and  courtiers  ride:-r- 
Lone  Tristrem,  by  a  rivulet  side. 

Flowers,  in  the  current,  throws : 
Beneath  the  waving  ash  which  shades. 
He  starts,  as  tread>  his  calm,  invades : 

In  firantic  mood  he  rose : — 


3cant  cii^cture,  loosely  rqund  hiui,  draws  ; 

Runs,  fierce,  his  dub  to  seize ; 
His  nails  are  curved  like  an  eagle's  daws ; 

His  hair  o'erspreads  his  knees. 
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Marc  knows  him  not ;  bnt  kindly  tries 
Tallvre  him  thence;  he  stem  (xmipUes ; 

To  soft  persmusfoiij  3rields ; 
Back  to  l^tag^l,  hoidd  his  way  :-- 
To  see  the  mlUlmaii,  ihM  tl|^  play. 

Crowd,  childieti,  o'er  the  fidds. 


85. 

The  king  lang^  at  th'  extravagance. 
With  which  he  boasts  his  dub  a  lance ; 

Isonde  flies,  with  aArigfat, 
To  that  apartment,  where,  before. 
Sir  Tristrem  wonld,  her  charms,  adore, 

And  she  carets  her  knight. 


Medicaments,  and  nsage  mild. 
Him  of  dehision^s  power,  beguiled ; 

Whilst  reason's  steady  sway 
Extended,  gradual,  o'er  his  mind ; 
Though,  at  confinement,  he  repined. 

And  longed  to  break  away. 
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Of  all  who  bnghed  or  pitied,  chief, 
Abandoniiig  herself  to  giief. 

Would  fitir  Isonde  exdaim, 
**  Alas !  my  Bnungawaine,  the  star, 
''  That  ruled  my  birth,  thus  cruel  fietr, 

*^  Sheds  its  malignant  flame : 


''  Alas,  the  day  that  saw  me  bom ! 
'^  That  maniac,  savage  and  forlorn, 

''  When  stalking  round  the  wall ; 
**  O  my  full  heart  I — what  shall  I  say? 
^*  Does,  though  his  eye  withholds  its  ray, 

''  My  Tristrem's  form  recall !" 


'^  As  Saint  John,  me,  shall  deign  to  bless,'' 
Replies  the  watchful  governess. 


€t 


1£  not  your  lover,  fond, 
''  'Tis  my  belief,  disguise,  he  wears, 
Conunissioned,  on  a  message,  beard/ 
''  From  Tristrem  to  Isonde ;" 


« 
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''  Alas  I"  rejoined  the  sighing  qneeiii 
*^  Nor  who^  nor  what  he  ib,  I  ween ; 

**  For  heaven's  sake^  go,  and  see, 
**  Your  mind  to  satisfy ;  that,  doubt, 
**  Your  information  be  without. 

Respecting  him,  to  me.'* 


36. 
The  cautious  Brangawaine  cmnmends 
Her  way  to  Saint  John,  and  descends 

A  private  winding  stair ; 
Enters  the  hall,  that  long  extends. 
Where  many  a  knight  his  mind  imbends. 

Commingling  with  the  fair. 


Fronting  the  deis  Sir  Tristrem  stood. 
Absorbed  in  thoughtful,  sullen,  mood ; 

She,  with  a  distant  air. 
Surveys  him ;  slowly,  then  she  walks ; 
Whilst,  muttering,  to  himself,  he  talks. 

And  plaits  his  flowing  hair. 
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A  softened  step^  he  heais,  advance ; 
Turns  quickly  round ;  a  wildering  glance. 

On  her,  a  while,  bestows : — 
Flies  madness  firom  calm  judgment's  throne ; 
His  countenance  'midst  fiednt  transports  shone  ;- 

A.way,  his  club,  he  throws. — 


''  Ah !  messenger  of  hope,''  he  cries, 
'*  Assist ! — tried  firiend,  on  thee,  relies  ;*' 

''  Assist  !*' — said  Brangawaine ; 
'*  Yes ! — doomed  to  wretchedness  and  woe, 
''  So  long :  shall  I  no  respite  know  ?— • 

''  ShaU  Tristrem  plead  in  vain  Y* 


That  you  are  not,"  continued  she, 
^*  Else  me,  my  eyes  deceive ; 
In  what,  with  him,  do  you  agree  ? 
'^  Say,  from  suspense,  relieve/' 
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Then  he ;  '^  fenembraBce  has  not  failed^ 
^*  How^  in  one  yessd^  bock  we  sailed, 

'*  With  Belle  Isoode,  the  fair ;. 
^  The  gracioofl  queen  with  fiiendship's  hand, 
^  Gonsigned  yon,  on  tlie  Irish  rtrand, 

u 


To  my  proiecthig  care. 


She  no  less  anxious  for  your  fistte. 
Than  tiiat  of  Cornwall's  bride. 

Prayed  every  blessing  mig^  await. 
When  you  had  aossed  the  tide. 

She  elimbed  a  diff  ^  a  sign,  she  gave ; 
The  signal  deaii  we  knew ; 

Our  hearts  embalmed  it  o'er  the  wave ; 
It  was  her  last  adieu. 
You  must  iranember,  how  she  gave 
Flaggon,  to  bear  across  the  wave ; 
^*  And,  as  you  would  retain 
Her  lasting  kindness,  she  enjoined. 
It  be  not  lost,  used,  or  purloined, 
^^  On  shore,  or  azure  main. 
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'^  At  sea,  Uie  scorching  sim  induced 
''  Me  to  ask  drink ; — ^it,  you  produced, 

^^  From  what  you  were  debarred ; 
*^  Fainting  with  heat  I  took  the  cup ; 
'^  A  second  time  you  filled  it  up, 

*^  Inconscious^  what  it  marred. 


^^  La  Belle  Isonde,  t'  allay  her  thirst, 
^'  Drank,  grateful ;  as  I  had,  the  first :— 

''  To  such  neglectfolness, 
'^  Owe  we  the  misery  and  woes, 
^*  Which  thickening  black,  our  lives,  enclose,- 

"  Do  you  remember  this  ?" 


"  No ; — not  a  word," — was  her  reply : — 
^^  Ah !  Brangawaine,  with  brighter  eye, 

^*  Have  you.  Sir  Tristrem,  seen : 
"  To  you,  alone,  have  I  revealed 
"  The  love  you,  inadvertent,  sealed 

"  With  Cornwall's  beauteous  queen. 
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Oh !  you  have  heard  onr  mutual  vows ; 
''  Have  seeu  our  spotless  joy  ; 
That,  now  which  my  disguise  allows, 
"  You  will  not,  sure,  destroy." 


97. 

His  faithful  words,  conviction,  wrought : 
The  royal  chamber,  then  she  sought ; 

He  follows,  and  adjures 
Her  to  assist. — She  courteous  smiled 
Encouragement ;  her  manner  mild 

Him  of  success,  assures. 


At  sight  of  visitant  so  strange, 

Isonde's  fair  charms,  to  paleness,  change  J 

She  suddenly  complains. 
That  she,  indisposition,  feels. 
Whilst  joyous  Tristrem  runs  and  kneels  ; 

Her,  with  his  arms,  enchains* 
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She^  straggling  from  him^  backward,  starts  :^ 
Assames  he  his  dissembling  arts  ; 

And,  stationed  at  the  door. 
Accosts  her  with  extended  hands. 
Whilst  she,  in  speechless  terror,  stands 

Upon  the  trembling  floor. 
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Isonde,  alas !  ne'er  dnch  neglect. 
From  one  so  loved,  conld  I  suspect ; 
^'  Ah !  I  have  lived  too  long ; 
An  object  stand  I  of  distrost. 
Exciting  horror,  and  disgost, 
^*  And  frowning  hatred  strong. 


''  The  faithfhl  memory  of  love, 
^  Isonde,  does  more  retentive  prove ; 
'<  Thine  is  a  fountain  dry ; 


364  SIE  TRtSTRBM. 

''  Once  rose  its  waters  in  the  air, 
''  Bespangling,  rom^  the  lilies  fair> 

'^  Refreshing  earth  and  sfcy ; 
^'  Now,  on  its  bank  parched  summer,  bare, 

^'  Sees  all  bis  beauties  die*'' 


"  Friend,''  she,  astonished,  quick  replies, 
"  Nor  what  I  hear,  nor  what  these  eyes 

''  Behold,  bears  slightest  ttajce 
*^  Of  true  resemblance  to  the  knight, 
**  Whom  nor  disguise,  nor  shaded  of  night, 

*^  Can  from  my  mind  efface." 


i% 


Fair  lady !— queen !"  Sir  Tristrem,  then, 
''  Affection  dwelt,  where  now  disdain ; 

*^  And  I  have  seen  the  day, 
*'  When  you,  your  passion,  proud,  avowed  ; 
''  Memorials,  in  remembrance,  crowd ; 
My  favourite  dog,  where  ? — say : — 


tt 
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I  gavo  yoa  Hodain ;  for  my  sake. 

In  him  do  yoa  still,  pleasure,  takel"— « 

She  said,  ^^  he  is  at  hand  >^ 
"  Go,  bring  him  in,  dear  Brangawaine  :^— - 
From  door,  where  he  had  listening  lain. 

Forth  Hodain,  bounding,  fawned. 


Soon  as  he  saw,  he  recognized. 

His  master, — ^not  to  him  disguised  ; — 

Ne'er  animal  expressed 
Such  joy  ;^— he  sprang  upon  him ; — howled  ; 
At  fair  Isonde,  reproaching,  growled. 

Whose  looks,  no  joy,  confessed : — 


He  struck  his  fore-feet  on  the  floor; 

He  licked  his  hands, — ^his  dress  ;— - 
Astonishment,  the  quoen  (eels  more. 

To  see  the  dog  caress. 

3  z 
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No  stranger^  hitherto,  had  shared 

His  fondness ;  nor  t' approach  him  dared ; 

His  nature^  wholly  changed. 
By  voice,  so  foreign  to  her  ear, 
Makes^  to  her  sense,  the  scene  appear. 

As  if  $dl  stood  deranged* 


38. 
As  Hodian  leaped  on  Tristrem's  waist. 
His  hand,  upon  his  head,  he  placed ; 

And  says,  '^  the  dog,  I  fed, 
^'  Remembers  still  a  master  kind ; 
^*  Whilst,  for  my  constancy,  like  wind, 

^'  Has  your  affection  fled. 


''  When,  'neath  a  flowering  thorn,  I  cat 
^'  Rose  buds,  and  in  the  fount  them  put, 

"  Whose  crystal  stream  conveyed 
"  Them,  blushing  'neath  your  chamber  wall, 
"  T'  inform  you,  at  day's  fragrant  fall, 

*'  Where,  blissful  hope,  mc,  laid  : 
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''  An  enemy,  who  saw  me  there, 

'^  T  infonn  king  Marc,  made  it  bis  care ; 

'*  And,  in  the  moon-beam  bright, 
"  He,  jealons,  came,  b^neatli  a  yew, 
''  T'  anticipate  the  interview, 

''  With  your  incautious  knight. 


^^  As  through  the  trees,  you,  eager,  pass, 
^^  You  saw  his  shadow  on  the  grass ; 

"  And  trembling,  back,  returned : 
^'  Enraged,  he  searched  for  me,  but  missed : 
'^  Upon  your  death  did  he  insist, 

'^  When,  from  his  presence,  spumed. 


"  No  means  I  left,  untried,  f  assuage 

^'  His  ire ; — your  knight  dispelled  the  rage 

*'  Of  Cornwall's  vengeful  king : — 
"  A  jewd,  then  your  finger,  graced ; — 
''  Isonde !  on  mine,  you,  grateful,  plaoed 

''  JTds  gold  enamelled  ring/' 


368  8tB  TRISTRSM. 
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A  pensive  look^  on  it,  she  cast ; 

Her  hands  she  clasped  j  and  sighed, ''  at  last,- 

''  At  last,  my  Trtstretti^s  slain ; 
^'  Were  he  aUve>,  none  else  could  wear 
''  That  token  of  femembranoe  dear : — 

"  AM,  yon  pretend,  is  Tain ; 
'^  My  hopes,  long,  perished  on  his  bier, 

''  Will  never  Moom  again  r 


Her  faith,  no  longer,  can  he  try  ;-— 
Bat,  'midst  joy  flashing  from  his  eye. 

For  practised  arts,  atoned  ; 
And,  in  his  natural  voice,  enclalms, 
"  Once  more,  commingle  mutual  flames 

"  Of  Tristrem  and  Isonde  !" 


When  she,  her  knight's  loved,  accents,  kneu% 
Like  lightning,  to  his  arms,  she  flew : — 

In  bhss,  each  silent  tongue 
Lay ; — ^whilst,  unto  his  throbbing  breast. 
Her  heart,  from  sorrow,  seeking  rest. 

With  dear  afiection,  clung. 
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King  Marc^  in  th'  adjomhig  chamber,  watched ; 
As  they  embrace  his  brand,  be  snatched ; 

And,  furious,  on  thehi,  rashed ; 
Deep,  plunged  it  in  Sir  Tristrem's  side. 
Whence,  o'er  the  floor,  lifis's  rapid  tide. 

Through  steamy  vapour,  gushed. 


The  vengeful  tread ;  the  piercing  shrielL, 
Bring  hopeless  aid; — 'midst  bloody  reek. 

Is  brave  Sir  Tristrem  borne: — 
And,  on  a  rush-clad  floor,  is  placed. 
Whilst  quickly  is  his  dress  unlaced. 

By  those  around,  who  mourn. 


99. 
Isonde,  as  sense  affrighted  fled. 
To  death's  dark  chamber,  pale,  is  led. 

Amidst  a  stifled  moan: — 
Montreal's  kind  countess,  on  the  floor. 
Kneels  by  him,  lifeless  in  his  gore  ;-— 

His  spurs,  she  buckles  on. 
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The  queen,  herself  npon  him,  threw ; 
Kissed,  from  his  brow,  the  icy  dew; 

Her  trembling  hand,  applies. 
Unto  his  heart : — alas!  that  fire. 
Which  glowed  for  her,  death  bids  expire; 

And  her  embrace,  defies : 
The  throne  of  love  and  fond  desire 

Lay  silent,  'midst  her  sighs. 


4gain,  she  pressed  him  to  her  breast; 

His  lips  were  cold  as  clay ; 
Then  calmly  to  the  world  of  rest. 

Her  spirit  passed  away! 


40. 
Mom  scarce  dispelled  the  shades  of  night. 
When,  by  the  feeble  rays  of  light, 

A  packet,  sealed,  was  found, 
WithTristrem's  sword : — these,  bear,  two  squires. 
To  Marc: — his  brows  hid  cavcmed  fires, 

As  he,  the  cord,  unbound, 
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And  read; — *^  By  Marc,  his  onde,  slain, 
^'  Sir  Tristrem,  now,  reUeved  firom  pain, 

'^  The  secret  cause,  reveals. 

Of  purest  love; — though  full  of  blame, — 

That  leaves  Isonde  in  spottess  fiEane ; 

'^  And,  with  bis  blood,  now  seals^ 


« 
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^^  By  him  conducted  o'er  the  tide, 
*'  Her  mother,  for  the  youthful  bride, 

"  Ix>ve-potion,  had  prepared, 
'*  Which,  with  her  king,  as  seasons  glide, 

''  Might,  'mid^t  their  joys,  be  shared* 


**  When  noon  blazed  o'er  the  placed  maip, 

'^  ^thirst,  I  eased  the  oars : 
'^  Unwittingly,  dame  Brangawaine, 

"  The  fatal  liquor,  pours: — 
"  I  drank ; — and,  oh !  La  Belle  Isonde; — 
^'  Death  for  our  error  has  atoned !" 
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Marc's  flaming  cye-balls^  &(mow  quenched ; 
His  tears^  Sir  Tristrem's  scroll^  which  drenched. 

Were  spring's  first  drops^  distilled 
From  winter's  dark  and  snilen  gloonis^ 
Willing  t'  awake  the  vernal  blooms. 

Which  wintry  colds  had  killed. 


Brave  knighthood's  blade  brfore  him  gleamed, 

Sy  which.  Sir  Marhanse  feH; 
Which,  Cornwall's  honour,  oft  redeemed ; 
Around  his  throne,  protection,  beamed ; 

Would,  gathemig  storms,  repel : — 
His  melting  mind,  o'er  every  scene 

Of  past  remembrance,  flows : — 
Resolves  he,  knight  and  faultless  queen. 

Together,  shall  repose. 
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41. 
Tintagel  chape!,  side  by  aide. 

Contained  the  lovers'  tombs ; 
From  Tristrem's  sprang,  in  vernal  pride, 

A  plant,  with  purpling  blooms : 


Along  the  humid  wall  it  crept; 

Luxuriant  tendrils,  threw. 
Where  fair  Isonde,  'mong  earth-worms,  slept. 

While  mom,  it,  pearled  with  dew. 


Oft  as  rude  hands,  the  funeral  wreath. 

Would  venture  to  molest, 
T' embalm  the  mouldering  dust  beneath, 
Fanned  by  Aurora's  fragrant  breathy 

Fresh  blossoms,  it,  invest. 
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42. 
Ye^  who  have  known  the  happiness 
Of  love, — enjoyed  a  mutaal  bliss, — 

O,  spring's  first  offerings,  strew ; 
O  bathe,  with  tears,  the  ashes  fair 
Of  the  most  tender,  constant,  pair. 

Whom  chivalrous  Cornwall  knew. 


And  ye,  whose  bosoms,  formed  of  snow. 
Repel  affection's  melting  glow. 

In  wintry  fetters,  chained^ 
From  scene  so  sad,  so  touching,  turn; 
Be  not  the  silence  of  their  urn. 

By  your  approach,  profaned ! 


XXIII. 

Jttnrlin  ann  t^e  9ISIooli«®ttttrr» 

None  mourns  Isonde  and  Tristrem  more 
Than  Merlin : — ^by  Tintagel  shore^ 

In  melancholy's  gloom  he  strayed ; 
As  solace  for  his  poignant  grief. 
Love  kindly  flies  with  prompt  relief. 

Instead  of  magic's  feebler  aid. 


Vivienne,  a  damsel  he  had  taught 
Enchantment,  his  fond  glances,  caught : 

He,  ardent,  supplicates  her  hand : — 
To  give  his  cheek  a  fresher  bloom. 
The  woods  of  Moray  waft  perfume ; 

His  silver  beard,  the  breezes  fanned. 
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My  parents,"  she,  dissembling,  said. 
Oppose; — that  they  no  more  upbraid, 
'^  Instnict  me,  how  I  safely  may. 
Them,  InU  to  sleep  ;  effectual,  bar 
Suspicion ; — soft  as  beam  of  star, 
"  Then  swift  pursue  thy  welcome  way." 


Enraptured,  firrai  his  wizard  cell. 
He  hastens  with  a  sovereign  spell : — 

Inconscious  seated  in  her  bower. 
She  with  it,  in  oblivion,  steeps. 
Through  night,  his  s^ise ;  suid,  faithless,  keeps 

Him  in  her  unrelenting  power. 


When  he  awoke  in  morning's  beam. 
She  said,  '^  await  me,  by  the  stream 

"  Remurmuring  to  the  hoarse  cascade, 
'*^  Where  honey-suckles  scent  the  air, 
'^  And  mountain-asbj  and  beeches  fair> 

"  Coruscant,  form  a  sylvan  glade." 
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Far  through  the  glooms  of  Moray  wood. 
With  th'  enchantress,  he,  his  way,  pursued ; 

Perfidious,  in  a  dripping  cave. 
She,  him,  confined : — no  ancient  roll 
Records,  escaping  her  control. 

He  oyer  burst  the  ruthless  grave. 


Tintagel's  prophet,  thus  betrayed. 
Through  years,  his  spirit,  unallayed. 

In  solemn  warnings,  frequent,  rose : 
Scared  shepherds,  stiD,  in  moonless  night. 
Start  at  the  sound ;  see  glimmering  light 

That,  firom  his  dreary  dwelling,  flows. 


The  deepening  snow,  and  frost  severe, 
A  poor  wood-cutter  fiU  with  fear; 

The  scanty  bread,  his  famfly  eat. 
Upon  his  daily  tofl,  depends : 
He,  shivering,  to  the  forest,  wends. 

Through  drifted  wreaths,  and  pelting  sleot 

A   A 
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The  biting  cold  benumbs  his  hands ; 
'Midst  tinkling  ice  he  pallid  stands ; 

Deep  in  the  snow  his  hatchet  falls ; 
A  moan  he  utters  at  the  loss ; — 
Whilst  min^  want,  his  thoughts^  engross, 

*^  Merlin !" — ^a  voice  behind  him  calls. 


He  looked ;  and  hears,  in  deeper  tone, 
"  Treasure  lies  hid  'neath  yonder  stone ; 

^'  After  one  year,  do  thou  return." — 
His  wife,  soon  as  he  met  her  eye, 
''  Left  work  ? — ^the  starving  children  cry ; 
^'  There  is  no  bread,  nor  means  to  buy, 

i*  Nor  stick  within  the  door  to  bum.*' 


The  stone  from  its  position  rolled. 
They  find  a  sum  of  glittering  g(dd  :- 

His  sudden  riches  to  conceal. 
The  woodman,  daily,  faggots,  cut  \ 
Nor  alters,  in  his  humble  hut. 

His  mean  attire,  or  homely  meal. 
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A  manored  land  he  saw  for  sale ; 
Rank  on  his  fomily  to  entail. 

The  wide  inheritance  he  bonght :— « 
When  poor,  him,  friends  nor  parents  owned ; 
The  lordly  gate,  now,  daily,  moaned. 

As  fowning  crowds,  a<^quaintance,  sought. 


The  year  expired ;  unseen  he  rode. 
To  wait  at  Meriin's  lone  abode : — 

'^  Speak,  firm  my  lasting  promise  stands.' 
^  Honours  I  beg  to  rich  domain  \ 
*  Undignified,  unknown,  remain, 

'  Devoid  of  title,  manored  lands.' 


''  It  shall  be  granted,  as  is  prayed ; 
'^  Humble,  as  when  thy  hatchet  strayed, 

"  Return  within  a  twelvemonth's  space. 
Raised  to  a  judge,  he  now  presides ; 
Grave,  worshipful,  weighs,  and  decides, 

Impartial,  each  debated  case. 
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At  th'  appointed  time,  again  he  stood ; 
While  Merlin  questions  fmm  the.  wood, 

^'  What  wish  nnsatisfiad.  femaios  1" 
^  Could  I  behold  my  daughter.w^ 
'  A  peer;  my  son,  a  canon,  made, 

*  My  hesurt,  the  highest  bliss,  attains.' 


^'  Tis  granted  :-^<x>me  on  th'  annual  day, 
''  If  wish  remain  still  to  convey :" —  . 

Now  shrinks  his  worship  from  the  task ; 
He  approached  the  wood  in  haughty  prido  ; 
Shouts,  ^  irksome  'tis  so  far  to  ride ; 

'  No  favour  more  have  I  to  ask/ 


"  Away ! — the  honours  I  conferred, 

^'  From  arrogance,  should  have  deterred ; 

''  For  deep  ingratitude,  returned, 
^^  Shalt  thou  a  scanty  pittance  gain, 
"  'Midst  drifted  snow,  and  falling  rain : — 

"  Away  ! — by  Moray's  prophet,  spumed/' 
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His  fortunes  sink  : — his  faded  eye 
Beholds  the  canon,  countess,  die ; 

The  payment  of  his  land,  withheld; 
The  ann  of  power,  him,  dispossessed : 
Nor,  longer,  robes  of  power  invest 

The  Justice  whom  remorse  expelled. 

Reduced  to  p61rerty,  he  sought 

The  hamlet  where^  he  wliflom,  wrought : 

Overwhelmed  with  weight  of  years  and  shame ; 
His  palsied  hand,  worn  hatchet,  took ; 
Lopped  leafless  branches,  by  the  brook. 

To  feed  his  lonely  cottage-flame. 
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Day's  ebbing  waves^  a  sadiant  gkaia 
Of  amber,  shed  on  Tiber's  stream^ 
When  entered,  on  their  steeds  of  foam. 
The  messengers  of  mighty  Rome.* 


The  fat)iers  hear,  with  haughty  pride. 
How  Arthur,  their  decree,  defied ; 
Send  heralds  long  th'  imperial  roads, 
T'  invoke  the  aid  of  kings  and  gods. 

Assembling  armies  soon  unite, 
Apd  march  t'  enforce  their  ancient  right. 


♦  Sec  page  259. 
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The  ships,  which,  Britain's  warrior's,  bore. 
Next  morning,  reached  the  Norman  shore. 
Scarce,  Arthur  saw  his  lines  arrayed. 
When  to  his  tent  was  news  conveyed, 

A  giant  of  enormons  size. 
Had  made  dnke  Hod's  niece  his  prize. 

The  king  meets,  ere  matore  his  plan 
To  rescue  her,  a  husbandman. 
Who  said,  '^  the  monster  has  overpowered, 
''  Seven  years,  our  country ;  and  devoured 
'^  The  commons*  children ;  oh !  ere  long, 
'^  None  will  remain  to  mourn  the  wrong. 

Late,  when  our  duchess  went  abroad. 

And,  with  her  suite,  attended,  rode, 
^'  He  rushed ;  of  guards,  made  no  account, 
'^  And  led  her  to  yon  hoary  Mount. 

Her  veins  with  blood  of  Cornwall  flow; 

She  was  your  cousin,  sir,  you  know. 

Have  pity,  as  a  king  renowned, 
^f  And  burst  the  chains  with  which  she's  boun4«" 
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Two  valiant  knights^  with  swQtd  and  shield^ 
Attend  their  fioveieign^  o'er  the  field. 
When  clondg  of  night  obscnre  the  skies^ 
Above  the  Mount,  bright  flames  arise. 
Below,  he  bids  the  wamors  wait. 
Whilst  he  approadied  the  castle  gate. 
He  dimbs,  and  sees  a  widow  shed 
Tears,  copious,  o'er  a  grave,  new  made. 
By  her,  with  CaUibam,  he  stands. 
When,  pale,  she,  with  uplifted  hands ; 
*^  Unhappy '  thou  1 — raise  not  thy  breath. 
Else  tortures  dire,  expect;  and  death : 
The  giant,  hideous,  will  the  flower 
Of  thy  brave  lines,  this  night,  devour : 
Of  late,  he  slew  twelve  noble  kings, 
'^  And  with  their  beards  and  precious  rings^ 
His  mantle,  purcelled.    HoeVs  niece. 
Beyond  more  pain,  here,  sleeps  in  peace  ; 
And  mc^  her  nurse,  what  horrors  wait ! 
**  Fly,  Arthur,  fly ;  nor  court  thy  fate/' 
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"  Nay/'  he  repUes^  '^  I  must  advance, 
'*  And  wUh  Jdm^  fearless,  break  It  lance.^' 

The  giant  downwards  loUed  bis  eye» 
Whilst  gnawed. bfa^fieree,  a  hninan  tbi^ ; 
His  broadi  lifobSj  >ai  th^  fire,  he  baked. 
As  maid^Qs  three,  the  livd-coals^  taked ; 
And  on  tbiK^e  bleaches,  tamed,  like  teal. 
Three  children,  for  his  evening  meal. 

King  Arthur,  at  th'  appalling  sight. 
Shouts,  ^'  demon,  aim  thee  for  the  fight/' 
He  rushed  tremendous ;  'fainst  the  wall. 
Dashed,  ringing,  Arthur^s  coronal ; 
Upon  his  shield,  repeats  the  bh>w. 
Whilst,  echo,  aU  the  shoies,  belqw : 
With  Callibnrn  the  monait^h  rushed ; 
Him,  stabs ; — gore,  down  the  mountain,  gu  shod ; 


His  steely  club,  away  he  throws. 
And  staggers  with  the  king  to  dose ; 
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In  his  aims^  him^  caught;  ttey,  wrestling,  clung  ; 
And  weltering  fdl ;  and,  stragg^g,  wrung ; 
O'er  one  another,  dreadfid,  roDed ; 
Nor  would  king  Arthur  quit  his  hold ; — 
Who,  when  tlie  beac^,  thdr  progress,  stayed. 
Calls,  to  smite  off  the  giant's  head. 

The  trophy,  on  his  club  when  placed. 
Rejoiced  the  country,  erst,  laid  waste. 


Upon  the  western  rocky  side. 
Where  waves  a  grove  in  summer's  pride^ 
Fair  temple  of  Apollo  stands. 
And  fills  with  awe  the  neighbouring  lands. 
The  priests,  who  at  the  altar  wait. 
And  priestesses,  t' unravel  fate. 
In  snowy  robes,  by  holy  fires. 
Events,  show,  as  the  god  inspires. 
The  husbandman  prays,  suppliant,  there, 
Success  may  crown  his  annual  care. 
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The  harvest  fedled,  or  waved  in  gold^ 
As  these  enchantresses  foretold : 
The  voyage  prospers  on  the  main. 
Or  hopdess  foils^  as  they  ordain : 
With  human  victims,  they,  appeased. 
From  danger,  supplicants,  released : 
Now,  multitudes,  continuous,  flock. 
And  congregate  on  slope  and  rock  ; 
And,  from  the  flaming  altars,  rise 
Clouds  of  burnt  offerings  to  the  skies. 
The  giant  slain,  their  terrors  cease ; 
Religion's  rites  proceed  in  peace : — 


While,  grateful,  they  the  god  adore, 
A  crowded  sail  approadied  the  shore. 

Along  a  river's  bed,  the  main 
Flowed  to  refresh  the  wooded  plain. 
The  anchor  cast ; — a  foreign  band. 
In  sable  stoles,  walked  o*er  the  strand. 
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From  Iielandj  swoid  and  shield^  they  brought^ 
With  which  Sir  Tristr^nit  whiliHD,  fought* 

The  leader  of  th^  pipus  lewy 
The  sacred  weapons^  holds  to  view^ 
Uncovered,  while  the  whispering  breese. 
To  fan  his  hoar  locks,  qnits  the  seas ; 
And  hymps  th'archangel ; — and  hui  train. 
In  choms,  tread  l^e  ^ave-pl^Hie^ed  plain. 


Ujfom  to  £tt.  Michael. 
Saint  Michael !  heaven's  brave  wanw-power. 

By  thee  rebellion's  bands^  o'erthrown^ 
Mourn,  as  th^y  tliink,  Iiow  'midst  the  flower 

Of  angels,  their  pure  banner  sbone. 


*  See  page  Slhrr^*  L'ecu  eta&t  ea  forme  ovale, 
'<  garni  de  petites  croiz  auz  quatres  parties ;  Tepee 
«'  ayant  ia  forme  d'une  petite  dagtte.''-*(Ht9<.  du 
MmiS.MichclO 
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Great  caiKain  t  all  th' ethereal  hosts, 
ObsequioQS^  thy  commands,  obey. 

Embark  from  light's  refidgent  coasts. 
To  shed,  o*er  earth,  eternal  day. 


Of  paradise,  chief  guardian  thon. 
Whose  bowers,  the  blissfol  spirits,  wait ; 

While  happiness,  with  starry  brow. 
Sits,  smiling,  in  the  rosy  gate. 


Received  by  thee,  through  fi-agrant  meads. 
Souls,  safe  from  foes  malignant,  range : 

Thy  hand,  victorious  general,  leads 
Them,  ever  on,  to  grateful  change. 


Spheres,  leaning  o'er  their  urns  of  gold. 
Will,  joyous,  through  th' ethereal  plain. 

Hail  th'infant  tide  of  honour  roUed, 
To  thee,  from  shores  thy  votaries  gain. 
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Expectant^  whilst  we  snpplittnt  geae, 
For  thy  descent  through  ether  blae^ 

In  heathen  fanes,  proud  altars  blase, 
Recdving  honours,  to  thee,  due. 


XXVI. 

A  rushing  sound  descends  the  d^y  ; 
They  look; — and  see  a  banner  fly. 
Of  fiery  red,  deep  fringed  with  white. 
Composed  of  lambent-streaming  light 
On  wings  of  wind  Saint  Michael  came, 
HLh  right  hand  waved  a  sword  of  flame : 

Then  he,  in  heavenly  accents,  spoke ; 
"  I,  henceforth,  consecrate  this  rock : 
''  On  it,  preserved,  my  sword  and  shield, 
'^  Through  time,  will,  consolation,  yield  ; 

Afford  protection  from  the  storm. 

And  miracles,  renowned,  perform." 
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Saint  Anbert, — such  the  sage's  name^ — 
Who  chief  fkom  favoured  Ireland  came. 
As  revelationsy  signs,  direct. 
Resolves,  an  abbey  there  t' erect 

Two  shapeless  rocks,  enormous,  frowned. 
Where  'twas  proposed  the  fane  to  found ; 
And  as  they  obstinate  defy 
All  power  which  human  means  apply. 
Saint  Aubert, — bishop  now  ordained. 
Mourns  o'er  their  efforts  thus  restrained. 

Th'  archangel,  at  his  prayer,  commands. 
He  bring  a  babe  in  swaddling  bands, 
T'  apply  its  foot  against  the  rock : — 
The  touch,  the  mass,  that  instant,  broke ; 
Which  tumbling  down  th'  affirighted  steep. 
Sunk  in  the  plain  in  endless  sleep ; 
Displaying,  ne'er  to  be  effaced. 
Clear  vestige  where  the  foot  was  placed. 
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Materials  when,  fof  bnildingf^  brought, 
A  water  spring,  in  vain,  was  sought : 
Oppressed  with  thirst ;  nor  mortar,  made, 
Th'  architect,  th'  archangel,  prayed. 

The  guardian  of  the  sacred  hill. 
Shows  shady  place  which  cowslips  fill : 
The  bishop,  there,  his  pastoral  crook. 
Struck,  and  forth  rushed  a  bubbling  brook. 
Hence,  at  religion's  holy  call. 
Superbly  rose  the  abbey  wall. 


Meanwhile  St.  Michael,  glorious,  flew. 
Around,  his  favourite  hill,  to  view ; 
Recoiling,  'neath  th'  iUumined  track. 
Clouds,  from  Apollo's  shrine,  fled  back ; 
And,  o'er  his  abbey,  surging,  form 
A  lake,  like  midnight  in  a  storm. 
A  fiery  dragon,  through  the  gloom, 
tieapt,  roaring,  from  its  pitchy  womb; 
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Attacks  St.  Michael ; — ^torrents^  cast^ 

To  stop  bis  progress  as  he  passed. 

Launched  Ugfatnings^  from  his  brandished  blade^ 

The  sacrificial  clouds^  invade ; 

Dispersed  through  air,  or  stealing,  slow. 

They  wander  'round  the  shores  below. 

The  dragon,  as  his  dwelling  fled. 
Descended  on  the  mountain's  head. 
St.  Michael,  armed  with  kindling  ire. 
Pursues : — earth,  heaven,  are  lost  in  fire : 
The  listening  rocks  with  terror  shake. 
The  crowds  to  flight  themselves  betake. 
The  combatants ;  Apollo's  fane. 
With  d]ing  fibres,  alone  remain : 
The  holy  men,  who  still  invoke. 
Stand  hid  amidst  the  rolling  smoke. 

How  long,  how  desperate,  they  fought. 
No  words  can  paint ;  conceive,  no  thought : 
Of  living  flame  an  ocean  waved. 
Whilst  they,  within,  each  other^  braved. 
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For  conquest  as  they  mighty  strove^ 
Bolts^  thundering^  scathed  Apollo's  grove-r 
The  heaving  main,  tumultuous,  rose. 
And  one  proud  wave,  the  fane,  o'erthrows ; 
Trees,  temple,  altar,  sacred  ground. 
Vanish  amid  th'  abyss  profounds 
Th'  expanded  gulph,  still  roaring,  yawned. 
Till  hurled  by  strong  St  Michael's  brand. 
The  fiery  dragon,  writhing,  spent, 
Down  with  the  place  devoted,  went 
Of  six  rich  leagues,  vrith  verdure,  clad. 
And  sylvan  scenes,  umbrageous,  spread,. 
The  mount  dismantled  stood  bereft ; 
And,  as  now  seen,  piled  rocks  were  lefiL*' 

*  The  above  allegoryyindicativepf  the  eonrereioa 
of  the  heathen  to  Christianity  by  Baptitm,  has  been, 
imperfectly  and  improperly,  tnuMferred,  ns  a  monkish 
legend,  by  some  historians,  to  St.  MichaeVs  Moont, 
tn  Cornwall.  The  monastry  of  that  Mount  was,  at 
the  Norman  Conquest,  annexed  as  a  cell  to  the  Ab« 
bey  of  Mount  St.  Michael  in  Normandy,  by  Robert, 
Earl  of  Corawall,  from  a  regard  to  his  mother-cotiiH 
try. 
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His  banner^  crimson-velvet  lined ; 
A  snowy  finnge^  the  hem^  confined ; 
This^  liangs  he,  on  the  lof^  tower^ 
Memorial  of  the  deathless  hour. 

Then,  to  the  realms  of  lasting  day, 
Th' archangel  held  his  radiant  way. 
Some  splendent  feathers,  from  his  wings. 
To  earth  the  dreadful  combat  brings ; 
The  fugitives,  with  awe  profound. 
Were  gathered  firom  th' unworthy  ground  ; 
Deposited  within  the  fane. 
They,  to  this  day,  revered,  remain. 
To  pious  monks  the  charge  is  left. 
Who  boast  of  what  they  stand  infeofied. 
From  far,  flock  pilgrims  to  be  shown. 
What  through  the  heaven  of  heavens  had  flown. 
If  &ded,  worn,  they  lose  their  grace. 
Fresh  partridge  feathers,  them,  replace !— 


XXVII. 

King  Arthur^  'midst  his  men  of  war. 
Beheld  the  vision  from  afar. 

To  guard  th' angelic  sword  and  shield^ 
Duke  Hoel^  he  directs^  to  build 
A  sacristy,  where  round  the  steel. 
May  ages  crowd  with  pOgrim-zeal. 

Then  he,  as  Cfaufride*8  page  relates. 
Marched  bravely  through  the  Gallic  states 
But,  ere  he  could  the  frpntier  gain. 
Had  passed  the  Alps  the  Roman  train. 
Valiant,  to  spurn  the  foreign  yoke. 
He  rushes  to  the  battle-shock. 
Th'  imperial  eagles,  beaming  far. 
Announce  the  world's  advance  to  war. 
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Brave  Cadoi,  duke  of  Lionesse^ 
Whilst  9JI  her  sons,  heroic,  pre9.s. 
In  Britain's  van,  the  onsets  bor^. 
As  rocks  stem  wave3  on  Cornwall's  shore. 

The  shonta,  the  slaughter^  pools  of  blood. 
Where  lay  the  slain,  and  warriors  stood ; 
The  dying  groans  of  those  *who.  fell. 
The  dreadftil  sc^oie  oi  hoiroi;,  swell. 

The  king,  as  Roman  arrows  showered. 
Thinks,  his  brave  Britcm's  shrink,  o'erpowered : 
The  fortune  of  the  day  to  turn. 
Advanced  he  with  his  Callibum. 
The  atmosphere,  it,  flaming,  spread^ 
Man,  horse^  whole  squadrons,  lifeless,  laid. 
So  dreadful,  hei  ijk,  valiant,  widd^ 
The  foes  are  gossamer  of  the  fields. 
The  Roman  host^  defeated,  flies, 
JjSke  clouds  dispe]r^ed  o^er  wintry  skies. 


Victorious,  whilst  he  o'er  the  plain, 
Contemi^t^  legions^  wounded,  slain; 
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A  courier^  through  the  manned  field. 
On  steed  of  foam,  brings  letter,  sealed. 

He,  who,  the  worid  in  arms,  had  wrecked. 
By  th'intelligence,  stands,  speechless,  checked; 

Mordred  nsnrps  the  throne,  and  wears 
The  British  crown,  amidst  the  peers. 
King  Arthur  quickens  his  retom; 
His  bands  with  ardent  i^alonr  bum ; 
And,  rapid  as  they  nmnerons  land. 
For  victory  is  the  battle  planned. 


The  armies  meet, — some  tomes  agree, 
'Twixt  Sarom  and  the  southern  sea. 
But  Cooper,  Winton's  bishop,  writes, 
(Credulity,  his  page,  indites,) 

*^  They  fought  on  Glastonbury  plain, 
^'  Where  Mordred  fell,  by  Arthur,  slain.' 
Tet  Ck>mwall,  this,  as  fiction,  yiews ; 
Monks  write  for  ignorance  to  peruse ; 
Hence,  we  i^ttend  the  rebel  car. 
With  Carew,  Cornwall's  morning  star, 


<f  Flanked  by  the  stream.  Mar  Cairlfart, 
^'  In  hostile  ansa,  lay  Britoaa  aooied; 
'^  And  slroofaa  waa  the  final  blmr, 
'*  Twixt  Arttrar  and  his  treachefOM  foe. 


The  .sfaagUer-frrifi^e,  as  pioof^ 
''  Of  blood  that  deluged  Cornwall's  plains: 
^'  Old  folk^  a  stone,  throagii  coding  yean, 
''  Show;-^t  Kii«  Aithar's  nanM,  still,  bean.*^ 


xxvin. 

The  w<Nid,  by  this  tremendous  fidd. 
In  ominoos  conTnLrions,  leded ; 

Leapt  thunder  from  his  throne ; 
Red  lightnings,  at  his  call,  awoke ; 
And  o'er  the  skies,  'midst  lurid  smoke. 

In  awful  uproar,  shone. 

Tenacious  of  King  Arthur's  name. 
Far  distant  shores  dispute  the  fame^ 
By  his  blood-drops,  acquired; 

*  Careufs  Sunrvy  of  CorowalL    See  odes  at  the  end. 
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While  tliiou^  the  mass  of  Britain's  sons^ 
Belief,  unshaken,  constant  nins. 
He  has  pot  yet  expired. 


To  hope,  the  strag^ing  natives  cling ; 
Commit  to  fame's  swift  flying  wing. 

Their  noble  king  is  saved : 
A^  welcomed  spreads  the  joyous  sounds 
Inspired,  new  warriors  marshal  round ; 

And  Saxons,  still,  are  braved. 


Fond  Britain,  such  ideal  bliss. 

From  her  wrung  heart,  could  not  dismiss. 

Through  many  a  bloody  year ; 
iStill  hoped  she,  her  victorious  son. 
Who,  twelve  great  fields,  o'er  Saxons,  won. 

Would,  glorious,  re-appear. 
And  fill  the  stalls  war,  vacant,  made. 
In  the  round  table,  where,  arrayed. 

Standi  slain  knight's  mail  and  spear. 


AND  PUNBRAlif  401 

The  natives,  anned  <m  Camliffia's  bills. 
More  soon  than  yield  belief  that  fflls 

The  genuine  Biitisll  mind. 
Would  see  him  in  his  thundering  car. 
Rush  through  the  ckmds,  JaspiriBg  War, 

Like  an  impetuous  wind. 


To  join  him  on  Inight  gfotj's  field. 
All,  vfhOt  can  boast,  or  spear,  of  shidd. 

In  emulation,  vie  :— 
The  wardens  of  a  frontier  tower 
Perceive  him,  'midst  a 'sleety  show^. 

Changed  to  a  raven^  fly. 


The  warriors  halt :— enact  a  law. 
None,  'gainst  the  sacred  raven,  draw. 

Henceforth,  the  fatal  bow  : 
Thus^  Arthur,  metamorphosed,  rest, 
Enjoyed,  long  in  his  airy  nest 

From  subjects  liege,  below. 


402  AR^nreft's    DEATH 

Even  fofeign  dimes,  secure,  confide 
In  Arthmr's  wan,  so  dten  tried. 

And  magic-tempered  swoid ; 
He,  who  dales  of  his  fall  relate, 
Jlleets,  from  th'inciednkms  crowd,  that  fiette. 

Doomed  for  the  most  abhorred. 


In  evil  homr,  a  minstrel  kmds;-^ 

The  harp— 4iis  kingdom — in  his  hands ; 

Bietagne  pours  forth  her  throng. 
As  none,  like  Cornwall's  bards,  the  wire. 
Can  clotbe  in  pure  celestial  fire ; 

None,  so  excel  in  songt 


The  chieftains,  cm  a  grassy  mound, 
Jasten,  as  rose  the  tuneful  sound ; 

He  chose  a  plaintiflf  theme ; 
Sings,  how  brave  Britons  nobly  fell ; 
How  heaps,  on  heaps,  of  warriors,  swell 

Ensanguined  Camel's  stream : — 
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'^  Like  flitting  waves  on  stami*tossed  seas, 
'^  Plnmes  drifted  o'er  the  qnivering  leas, 

''  White  as  December  snows ; 
''  And  shivered  spears,  and  dinted  mail, 
''  And  rifled  helms,  the  sighing  gale, 

'^  In  scattered  lines,  oppose ;" 


Responsive  as  awoke  the  chords. 
Indignant  rise  Bietagne's  fierce  lords. 

And  spurn  the  crednlons  lay : 
The  soft,  harmonious,  music,  drowned. 
Falls,  to  distrust,  and  passion's  sound, 

A  weak,  unpitied^^  P^Yi 
The  hoary  bard  they  stone  to  death. 
Ere  strains,  winged  by  his  vocal  breatb^ 

Approach  the  ^ar  of  day, 


Guided  by  History's  purer  beam. 
When  Arthur  fell  by  Camel's  stream, 
We  view  his  princely  irameji 
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By  aagds,  nuwmed,  who  left  their  sphestes^ 
To  batlie  the  woands^  wi£h  heaten's  own  tears. 

Of  the  slain  sott  of  iiae: 
They^then,  frotti  faeaven's  stt&gbic  chck. 
First  to  tike  samtHdefeiided 

On  wings  etlieredf  pani^ 


In  silent  sympatiiyy  fhey-  bore 
Him,  shrouded,  ib  Tintagel  shine^ 

And  in  a  barge,  where  eowb 
Of  living  sapphires'  dione,  him,  laid ; 
While  fay  Ms  side,  his  wondmous  blade, 

Li^e  sleeping  lightniiig,  glows* 


To  Soid^psefs  calm  coast,  they  bring 
The  loved  remains,  of  Britain's  king ; 

Thence,  to  Avallon's  vale. 
Him  bear,  as  eve,  in  dewy  car, 
Pescended  from  her  silver  star, 

^uffiised  with  tears>  and  pale. 
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Th'  archbishop,  shunning  Saxon  ire, 

From  Canterbury,  fled. 
Preceded  by  the  Tocal  choir. 

In  snowy  vestments,  clad. 
Receives  the  corpse :  their  wings  of  fire. 

O'er  it  the  angels  spread. 


Of  the  round  table,  valorous  knights. 
Their  dinted  shields  firom  bloody  fights. 

In  the  cathedral,  hang ; 
In  hooded  cowl  and  sable  cloak. 
At  matins,  peace  to  his  soul,  invoke. 

At  vespers,  requiem,  sang. 


•  XXIX. 

B^ore  the  time  of  Snorro  and  Saxo^ 
the  only  histories  of  the  Danes  were  the  songs 
of  their  ancient  Bards.  The  following  por- 
tion of  Cornish  History  is  nearly  a  literal 
translation  from  the  Icelandic  prose  of 
Snorro,  which  has  never  been  noticed  by  any 
Cornish  writer.  The  event  toot  place.  An. 
Dom.  993. 

1. 

Olavus,  son  of  Norway's  king. 

With  scalds,  his  deeds  of  arms,  to  sing. 

The  Hebrides,  laid  waste ; 
Depopulated  Ireland's  shore ; 
Thence,  favouring  gales,  his  vessels,  bore. 

Him  Cambria  to  infest 

*  JohfuUm  Aotiquiiates  Celto-Scaadicae,  sire 
series  rerum  gestarum  inter  natiooes  Britanaicaram 
iosulahim  et  gentes  septentrionalesi  ex  Soonone,  &e. 
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Enriched  with  spoils,  his  hostile  train 
Now  navigate  the  western  maini 

like  wolves  intent  on  prey ; 
The  archers  drive  t' embattled  holds^ 
Flocks,  firom  the  hills  and  bleating  fiolds 

Of  Lionesse,  away. 


2. 

Near  SciUy,  whilst  his  sqnadron  rides ; 
From  fame  he  hears,  in  th' isles  resides 
A  prophet,  whose  unerring  view. 
Of  future  things,  is  hailed,  as  true. 

From  curiosity, — desire. 
To  try  the  prescience  of  the  sire. 
One  of  his  train,  in  stature,  tall ; 

ft 

In  gracefulness,  surpassing  all. 
He  sends,  arrayed  in  royal  dress. 
That  he,  a  king,  himself,  profess. 

Rumour,  through  every  land,  proclaimed. 
In  form,  in  mien,  in  stature,  fieaned. 
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Olavus^  far-excelling^  shone. 

Above  all  kings  the  times  had  known. 

He,  who  was  sent,  approached  the  seer  ;- 
'^  I  am  a  king*'  scarce  reached  his  ear ; 
When  firom  his  lips  this  answer  flew, 
"  Thou  art  not ; — to  thy  king  be  true." 

He  silent  stood : — ^returns,  the  man ; 
States  how  the  seer  disclosed  their  plan  ; 
Olavus^  breast,  impatience  fires ; 

Far  all  his  doubts  had  fled  ; 
He  goes  to  find  whom  heaven  inspires , 

Whose  words  with  truth  are  clad. 


a 

The  prince  approached ;  conversing,  asks 
Him  to  remove  the  veil  that  masks 

The  path  he,  strange,  pursues ; 
And  whether  fates,  access,  prepare, 
lliat  he,  a  royal  kingdom,  share ; 

Or  lot  of  varied  hues. 
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llifi  heniiit  feds,  throogh  aD  his  lalM>iirin^ 
Prophetic  impuLie ;  swayed  by  heaven's  control. 
Rejoins  ;-^^  a  glorioas  monarch  shalt  thou  rise. 

Thy  noble  deeds  shall  fill  the  earth  and  skies: 

To  sacred  faith  ;--4regeneration's  spring, 
''  Sbalt  thou,  believers,  in  succession,  bring : 

No  words,  thy  important  service,  can  express ; 

Nor  will  th' advantage,  reaped  by  me,  be  less : 


c< 


€i 


tt 


€t 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 


By  this  prove  my  unerring  W(Hfd ;— « 
Returning  to  thy  ships,  a  horde 
''  Of  foes,  will  thee  ensnare ; 
With  them  engaged,  some  of  thy  train, 
Lost  by  the  combat,  will  remain 
'^  Pale  corpses  in  the  air* 


**  Though  death  may  not  thee  with  them  mix> 

''  A  lethal  dart  will  thee  transfix ;    ' 

Back  to  thy  Vessels  from  the  field. 

Wilt  thou  be  carried  on  thy  shield, 
c  0 


tt 


tt 
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**  Seven  times  shall  nig^t  thy  conch  smronnd, 
''  Ere  thon  vecover  fiom  thy  wound. 
''  Then,  to  complete  my  full  accoatit, 
''  Wilt  thou  be  baihed  in  sacred  fount "« 


4. 
The  prince  his  way  to  his  vessels  bent : 

A  hostile  band  themselves  present : 

* 

Hence,  sangfoinary  conflict  rose ; 
The  hermifs  words,  th'  ev^it,  disclose. 
To  his  ships,  CHavns,  from  the  field. 
Was  carried  on  his  bloody  shield. 


*  The  holy  well  in  Scilly  still  reUins  its  oekbriey, 
though  its  efficacy  may  be  impaired. — The  con?inced 
heathens  resorted  to  wells  to  show  tberr  coflremion ; 
and  were  baptized  to  obtain  regeneration.  Mr. 
Moyle,  of  Blake,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Naylor,  of  St. 
Martins,  Anno  171 1,  learnedly  proves,  that  churches 
began  to  be  erected  a(\er  the  middle  of  the  third 
century.  As  far  as  circumstances  would  permit  they 
were  founded  near  the  baptismal  founts.  The  eccle- 
siastical architect,  in  some  places,  built  the  church 
only,  and  left  the  tower  to  the  people ;  el  vice  verao. 
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The  seveBth  day,  after  midnight's  reign/ 
Relieves  him  firom  his  anxious  pain« 
Experience,  now,  Olayns,  tangfat. 
The  hermit's  words  with  truth  were  Draught ; 
•  The  foresight  whencesoe'er  acquired. 
Such  knowledge  he  believes  inspired. 


5. 
The  prince,  oft,  courts  an  interview : — 
Conversing  on  old  things  and  new. 

He  chieiy  wished  to  know 
The  source,  whence  to  the  prophet's  mind. 
That  wisdom  comes,  which,  unconfined. 

Sees  time's  hid  secrets  grow. 


•  <<  The  day  after  midnight"  is  usual  with  writers 
of  that  period.  In  the  most  ancient  French  Ro- 
mance of  Sir  Tristrem,  known,  (Tristan  Roman,)  we 
find,  **  the  day  afltr  midnight,  the  Saxons  arnTed 
**  within  two  English  leagues  of  CintageL"  We  still 
use  se'fiiitgAf  and/ordtigiU. 
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TV kermit  tljiBa;—''  HA^jbeT^  I  fmy, 
''  The  God  of  Cfanstiiiiis  trill  display :''-. 
He^  to  the  pxuioelsjaair ledge  bcqogfat 
Cheat  miiacWa  Hk*  Almighty  wnm^t : 
Olavos^  moored ;  taii^t^  to  beUeve^ 
Consents,  b^pAisBi,  la  leoeivv. 
From  sacred  fonntam,  with  his  train. 
Regenerate  he  emerged  from  stain. 

Him,  SciUy  islec^  long  aflec,  TJimrod, 
With  true  neiigimi's  fiiitb,  oabned. 
Priests,  learning's  sons,  attend  Ike  Dane, 
Vfhuk  be  emkKAa  to  jlkm  the  m^in* 


Twas  antnmn,  when  to  C<miwall's  shove^ 
The  favouring  breeze,  Olayns,  bore : 
Peace,  in  the  port,  him,  signalized ; 
Cornwall  was  Chnatian ;  he,  baptized^ 
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A  herald  tbiaagh  her  1>oimds  was  sent, 
Ck>nTokiBg  ducal  parliameiit, 

By  Gyda,  ComwaB's  qaeea : 
Her  brother,  Ireland's  90dipU»,  Bwoyed  ( 
Between  the  cti^Wna^  aUiance,  made. 

Had,  by  tiie  iaairiage,  heMtf 


Jailag,  the  kiAg,  "ww^  now,  no  more;ki 
From  Ireland,  ship,  Alfinns,  bore ; 
In  wiov— in  Aif^  oodabat,  AbM  ; 
At  Gyda's  lore  Us  hcqf^ea,  now,  aimed ; 

This  answer  Ae  makes  known ; 

The  qneen,  by  cantions  judpnent,  led. 

Win  choose  ifhom  she  pifefers  to  wed, 
''  From  peers  Mi^  grace  her  own  domams ;' 
Hence^  fb^^  aimtiged,  as  she  otdains. 

Assemble  ronnd  the  thnme. 


St 


€€ 
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7. 
In  costly  robes  Alittiis  cfltme^ 
With  many  mofe,  (now  lost  to  £ailie>>      - 

All  splendidly  attired: — 
Olavos  came  in  raiment  plain. 
Meant  as  a  sbdter  'gainst  the  rain> 
0*er  which,  long  cloak  of  hoary  grain. 

Him  to  protect,  conspired.  ' 


He  with' his  train,  thns  hnmUy  drest. 
Stood,  at  a  distance  from  the  rest :   ' 
Gy da,  advancing^  eaA,  surveyed : 
Her  scrutinizing  eyes  perrade 
The  manly  countenance,  to  find. 
Within,  a  corresponding  mind. 

Observant,  she  approached  his  place. 
Contemplating  the  prince's  face : 
Enquires  his  country  and  his  name ; — 
^*  Olavus ; — o'er  the  seas  I  came." 
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t€ 


'Mongst  all  the  nobles^  I  inspect, 
^  If  gfew  thy  breast  with  mutual  ire, 
*'  Thee  for  a  husband  I  eledy 
'^  Sole  object  d  my  fond  desire.*** 


Then  be  i — **  I  accept  thy  plighted  vows ; 
Asks  how  to  name  his  destined  sponse ; 
Her  race,  and  lineage  7 — **  Gyda ; — ^reigns 
^'  My  sire,  o'er  Ireland's  wide  domains ;— * 
JarluB,  who  Cornwall's  soeptie  swayed. 
By  marriage,  me  his  consort,  made ; 
'^  Since  his  decease,  I  mle  alone, 
^*  Queen  regent  of  an  ancient  throne : 
'^  Many  for  love  of  me  have  pined : 
^'  I  have^  wedlock^  hitherto,  d^dinedt" 


u 


it 


*  The  literal  Latio  yenion  of  the  loelandic  it. 
Turn  GydOf  ^  wi  me  emtjugem  aqna^"  iagt^t,  ^  U 
*'  mihi  eUgam  maritvm,^* — Rapondel  ilU^  u  no/t 

# 

recuMore^  qjiutrem  smut  muUeriM  hujm  nomcn,  gtnui^ 
jaljiu  proufiam. 
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Of  yontbftil  j^Hnwem  Ckmwatt'a  queen ; 
Of  spotleas  bMiotyf  soldo  mien. 

They,  ibm,  oonvatiiiig  fteqiiept  meet; 
When  matters  stand  arranged  complete. 
The  nuttlj  pri^ce^  aa  nnui]^  dotfied^ 
Piefimed  to  aO,  tte  fair^  betrothed. 


Alfinos  bmnis  with  deadly  lie 
The  custom  of  the  chivalioiui  sbiie. 

Was,  when  a  rival  fiuIedK 
By  battle,  disappointed  .hope 
Should,  prompt,  with  fortone's  foronrite,  cope. 

In  sable  pining  and  mailed. 

On  battle  then,  he,  stem,  intent, 
A  challenge  to  OIi^tos^  sent;-^ 

They  appoint  the  place,---4he  day ; 
Agree,  twelve,  on  each  side,  resent 

Th'  affiront  which  'twixt  them  lay. 
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Ere  anned  the  oombataAts  had  met^ 

Olavus  gaye  eommand^ 
His  men,  by  ih*  ttaaq^  he  ihay  set, 

Mnat  tifl^  th^  eondact  {ilaiified* 

Alfinas  rushed  wltli  teoudtshbd  bl^e. 

His  anta^gotiijsit  to  slay ; 
The  king's  hage  battl6-iixe^  it,  made^ 

Leap  from  his  grasp  away. 
Repeated  Uows  him  M  astound^ 
AlOims  fUk  upon  the  gtotmd, 
Whom^  as  be  lay/Olatns  bound. 

None  of  his  ttM^  defeat  enbie^ 
Covered  with  wounds^  aD^  prostmte  laid^ 

And  bounds  tie  dragged  iaimy> 
As  captives  to  tte  ipc^  Mit, 
Where,  wi«b  HMr  Hag,  the  vicMfs  spent 

A  hospitable  day. 
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OlKwms,  aAervwdi^  caaaamnds, 
Alfiiiiis  loKn  tiK  dmigf  knda ; 
Kor  efcr  to  wolam,    hifliBciwid 
PonewDBBy  iHitEod,  ttea  appeased. 
TUs  done,  te  to  tiie  ahai  led 
Gyda»  fiw  nhon  ao  many  Ued. 
In  Conmll  li^  m  chk(^  leaideB : 

fiv  Inland,  cniaaed  the  tides. 


His  dups  loond  diQfe  piiK9aed  tkiek  mty 
As  need  leq^nred,  to  dnve  and  kill 
Cattk  fiom  iWBM»aiaar  plun0  er  laP ; 
He  Ihnnigli  the  co«B^  aendg  a  bandy 
WbOy  nnmenna  flKkaiy  banc  to  tbe  stmnd. 

A  nistic  following  b^gn  Mimm, 
Olayns  wonU^  Ids  cons^  i«6toie^ 
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The  gracions  king  commaitdisi,  the  sumiii 
Shall^  all  his  cowb/ receive  iigain,  •  ' 

If  he,  distiilgfiidx;  can;  •»  '•  ■    f  '  a  .    :  :  /. 
Them  'midftt  the  dioye^  attd^noit  detain'  i'  / 

Them,  a^  they,  hastenihg,  no, 

.,.    '^  ■.-.'.  f  .   I      t-         r  ,-,  •  ■  . ■'     f  •   J       .   ^ 

Tracing  his  fbotJstepd^  filhfafbl  Ues  V 

The  rastic 'd  dog  of  wobd^Kms  sire,  ^ 

The  guardian  of  his  flock. 
Which  'midst  th'  afirighted  oxen  goes, — 
More  than  fire  score,  the  droYe,  compose, — 

Obedient  as  he  spoke ; 
And  traverses  the  whole,  alert ; 
Selects,  and,  careful,  keeps  apart 
All  those,  the  rustic  calls  his  own. 
Which,  by  a  similar  mark,  stood  known. 
The  dog,  such  his  sagaciousness. 
Seemed  not  truth's  limits  to  transgress. 


414  0LAVU8, 

7. 

In  costly  robes  AIAnu  came. 

With  many  mote,  (now  lost  to  fiutie,) 

All  splendidly  attired: — 
Olayos  came  in  raimoot  plain. 
Meant  as  a  shelter  'gainst  the  rain. 
O'er  which,  long  doak  of  hoary  grain. 

Him  to  protect,  conspired. 

He  with  his  train,  thus  hnm'bly  dnest. 
Stood,  at  a  distance  ftom  the  rest : 
Gyda,  adTancing,  each,  snrreyed : 
Her  scmtiniEing  eyes  perrade 
The  manly  conntenance,  to  find. 
Within,  a  corresponding  mind. 

Observant,  she  approached  his  place. 
Contemplating  the  prince's  fiu)e : 
Enquires  his  country  and  his  name ;— * 
"  Olavus ;— o'er  the  seas  I  came/' 
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'^  'Mongst  all  the  noUes^  I  inspect, 
^*  If  flow  thy  breast  mth  mutual  fire, 

''  Thee  for  a  husband  I  elect, 
'^  Sole  object  iji  my  fond  desire.'** 


Then  he ; — **  I  accept  thy  plighted  vows ;'" 
Asks  how  to  name  his  destined  spouse ; 
Her  race,  and  lineage  ? — **  Gyda ; — ^reigns 
**  My  sire,  o'er  Ireland's  wide  domains  ;-— 
''  Jarlus,  who  GomwalL's  sceptre  swayed, 
'^  By  marriage,  me  his  consort,  made ; 
**  Since  his  decease,  I  rule  alone, 
^^  Queen  regent  of  an  ancient  throne : 
'^  Many  for  love  of  me  have  pined : 
^*  I  have,  wedlock,  hitherto,  declined/' 


*  The  literal  Latia  version  of  the  Icelandic  is. 
Turn  Gjydb,  ^  01  ute  oonjugem  cufk^  tn^i^t,  **  U 
*'  mihi  eUgam  marttum." — Respondet  iUe^  se  non 
recuaare^  quarcns  simul  muUeris  hujtu  nometif  gtnus, 
jaijue  prosapam. 
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Of  yontbftil  jwn  wem  Ckmwatt'a  qiiMn ; 
Of  spotleas  bMiotyf  soldo miou 

They,  tim^  oonvaiiiig  teqi^ 
When  matters  stand  ananged  complete. 
Hie  naaMly  j/id^oo,  m  nBan]^  dothed^ 
Piefimed  to  aO,  tte  £B«r^  betmthed. 


Alfinus  banm  with  deadly  lie; 
The  custom  of  the  chivaboiis  sbiie. 

Was,  when  a  lival  fidled^ 
By  batfle,  disappointed  .h«qpa 
Should,  pron^t,  with  fortone's  foTomite^  copoj 

In  saUe  phqae^  and  mailed. 


On  battle  then,  he,  st^cn,  intend 
A  challenge  to  Obmis^  sent^^ 

They  appoint  the  place,-— the  day ; 
Agree,  twelve,  on  eadi  side,  resent 

Th'  affiront  which  'twixt  them  lay. 
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Ere  anned  the  oombataAts  had  met^ 

Olavus  gaye  eommsind^ 
His  men^  by  ih*ttaiq^  he  ihay  iel, 

Mnat  litm  th^  eondact  {ilaiified. 

Alfinus  rashed  with  teaudtshbd  Idade^ 

His  antaigiotiiisit  to  slay ; 
The  king's  hage  battle-iixe^  it,  made^ 

Leap  from  his  grasp  away. 
Repeated  Mows  him  M  astound^ 
Alfiiras  fhUs  upon  the  gtotmd^ 
Whom^  as  he  lay,  Olatns  bound. 

None  of  Us  ttM>  defeat  enrie^ 
Covered  with  wounds^  aD,  pfostmte  laid. 

And  bound,  tie  dragged  ^aumy. 
As  captives  to  tte  WfBltUDtt, 
Where,  witblMr^Ing^  the  VicMrs  spetat 

A  hospitable  day. 


4IS  QLAVUB^ 

« 

OlavQB^  aftenraiAi,  commands, 
Alfinus  leave  the  dtedqr  taadfl ; 
Nor everto mtnm^    hiffiiifmid 
PoasessiQiui^  hatied,  tiiw  a^peMed. 
This  done,  he  to  the  altar  led 
Gyda,  for  :whom  so  many  bled. 
In  Ck>mwa]l  he,  in  ohiel^  lesides : 
Sometimes  tox  IrdUmd,  oiossed  di^  tides. 


0. 

There,  when,  he  once  prolonged  his  stay^ 
His  ships  roimd  shf^  pnr^aed  tt^eir  ^ay. 
As  need  required,  to  drive  and  kill 
Cattle  from  n^hbou|ing«  plains  orULII ; 
He  through  the  coimtry  sends  a  band. 
Who,  num^ions  S/ockB,  bring  to  the  strand. 

A  rustic  foUpfwing  begs  foil  sore, 
Olavus  wottH  i^  cow0ii  restore.; 
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/ 


The  gracions  king  cominaitdd/ the  sumiii 
Shall^  all  hid  cowB/vecei^  iiffani,  -  • 

Ifhe^didtiilgfiidx^caii^ -'  '^      (    -i 
Them  'midst  the  dioT^>  and^noit  detain'  ^ 

Them>  a^  they>  hastenikig,  ran^ 

.  •         ■  ■    ■    ■.  •  f  •  •"  ,     •        ;   •.      .      '    »  .  ,' 

Tracing  his  ibotfitepd^  ftitlifiil  hies 
The  rastic'd  dog  of  wond^Kms  sire^ 

The  guardian  of  his  flock^ 
Which  'midst  th'  afirighted  oxen  goes^ — 
More  than  five  score^  the  droYe,  compose, — 

Obedient  as  he  spoke ; 
And  traverses  the  whole,  alert ; 
Selects,  and,  careM,  keeps  apart 
All  those,  the  rustic  calls  his  own. 
Which,  by  a  similar  mark,  stood  known. 
The  dog,  such  his  sagaciousness. 
Seemed  not  truth's  limits  to  transgress. 


ObtYW  of  the  swain  raquiiea. 
If  he  win  aeD  whirt  he  admiies  ? 
With  wining  mind  the  fiw«Un  casamkU, 
And  Yighil^  to  the  king,  fhreaenta^ 
Who^  for  the  gnaidian  of  the  fbU, 
Gives^  in  retiini»  a  ring  of  gold^ 
With  pTOfldaed  ftivoor^  wheii^  agald^ 
For  Irdaad^a  AofM^  he  ctoseed  the  nu^. 


WD  OF  FART  THIRD. 
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NOTES. 


In  the  Preface^  it  is  said^  "  The  dragons 
''  are  generally  overcome  by  saints,  and 
^  drowned  in  waters;  the  obvious  meaning 
"  of  which  is,  that  the  heathens  were  con- 
^*  verted  to  Christianity  by  Baptism.**  ; 

The  following  are  proofs ; 

Les  premiers  missionnaires  Chr^tienSy  qui  sont  ve- 
nus  en  Bretagne,  avoient  k  combattre  les  Dmidet  et 
lears  sectat^urSy  qui,  malgr^  les  dien  de  Rome  ^ta- 
blis  dans  let  yilles,  s'^taient  maintenos  dans,  les  cam- 
pagnes.  On  salt  qne  le  serpent  jooait  ui  grand  Me 
dans  le  dmidisme ;  lorsqne  son  .cnlte  comment  4 
8*^teindre,  on  donna^  sans  donte  par  dirision,  le  Bom 
da  reptile  anx  pr^tres  qui  Tadoraient* 

St.  Efilame»  d^borqa^  k  Palestine  apper^t  «n 
^pouvantable  dragon  qui  se  retire,  d  lecnlons,  dans 
nne  caveme.  Lb  saint  vent  le  combattre ;  d  la  vne 
du  signe  de  la  croiz,  imprim^  snr  son  boodiery  le 
monstre  est  mis  en  fnite,  et  va  cacher  sa  honte  dans 
lamer.  : 
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St  Pole  arrife  dans  VisAe  de  Batz,  voit  an  ser* 
pent  qui  j  Mi  de  grands  nvages^  il  lui  met  T^tole 
snr  le  00I9  et  lid  commande  de  se  pr^cipiter  dans  la 
mer ;  le  reptile  obeit 

Une  religiense  TE  trapn^  8l»  M^en,  poor  le  prier 
de  chasser  un  ^norme  serpent  qui  avait  ^fabli  sen 
repaiie  dans  son  heritage ;  an  moyen  de  son  ^tole, 
TabM  traine  le  serpent,  et  hs  jette  dans  la  Loire. 

St«  Armd  est  point  avec  nn  dragon  qn*il  tient  li^ 
de  son  ^tolc^  parce  qn*il  a  Tatnca  un  gcuid  serpent 
qui  d^solait  le  pays,  e(  quH  lui  a  command^  de  rent- 
rer  dans  la  riviere  de  Beicbe. 

It  ne,  iaut  paa  h^uconp  de  p^trntaon  poiic  apper- 
cevoir  que  ces  sont  autant  d'all^iories^es  conversioi^ 
des  aodens  iDruides ;  cette  disparition  dans  les  eaux 
figure  le  bapt^me* 


^    Page  64^ 

AlfMt  Abbot  of  Beverly,  Yorkshiiu,  oAttI,  1128. 
—An  eauud  legialer  of  seventy  ^  glorioosH  uonarcfaSf 
as  ^sbop  Mioalson  calls  tben,  who  ruled  Britain 
frMB  Brutus  to  JuInb  C^ssar,  is  piefized  to  Gilbert'^ 
Histocy  of  CominU. 

ifeuitm,  Abbot  of  Bngor,  flourished  in  the  7th 
century.    He  tsanshted  into  latin,  the  British  His- 
tsry,  compfifed  by  Us  namo-aaha,  JVemiist,  brother 
to  Caasivellannus,  who  had  the  honour  to  die  by  a 
wound  given  by  Julias  Csesar^a  own  hand. 

GtraMM  C^mkHetuu  was  ootemporary  with 
Geoiiy  of  Monnauth,  whoUvedonderiUogStephco; 
and  who  was  made  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  in  1151. 
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Page  66. 

The  Saxon  Chronicle, — Chronici  Saxonici  xont^ 
pilator»  anoDymiu  est.  Is  qui  ultimam  open  manimi 
imposoity  olaruit  circa  annum  1154,  in  qoo  atiqae 
desinit*  Continet  rerum  Britatmicamm  et  Anglo* 
Sazonicamm  annates,  a  Christo  iiato  usque  ad 
tempora  Henrici  11.  Diversis  temporibus,  nee  ab 
uno  auctore  scriptum  est. 

The  Saxon  language  had  overspread  England  in 
the  year  500.  It  continued  pure  till  the  reign  of 
Stephen*  In  the  reign  of  John,  about  the  year 
1200,  the  Saxon  was  fermenting  into  English.  The 
chief  English  poets  from  the  conquest  1066,  for 
three  centuries,  or  till  1366"^  wrote  solely  in 
French.  That  language  was  used  at  Court,  and 
even  by  the  middle  ranks  of  society.  To  speak 
French  was  the  great  badge  of  good  breeding.  The 
learned  wrote  in  Latin,  and  the  lower  orders  used 
Saxon.  At  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
(crowned,  1S27 ;  died,  1377,)  our  legislative  proceed* 
ings,  were  first  given  in  the  English  language.  It  is 
said  in  the  report  of  the  Lords*  Committee,  on  the 
privilege  of  Peers,  that  the  Prelates,  Dukes,  Earls, 
Barons,  and  all  the  Commons,  had,  at  length  shown 
the  King  the  mischief  arising  from  the  laws,  customs 
and  statutes  of  the  realm,  not  being  known  to  them, 
"  because,  they  were  impleaded,  shown,  and  judged 
**  in  the  French  language,  which  was  little  known  in 
"  the  kingdom ;  and  the  King,  with  their  consent, 
**  willed,  that  all  proceedings  should  henceforth  be  in 

D  D 
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**  the  English  language."  Notwithstanding  this 
declaration  the  French  languaga' continued,  for  some 
time,  in  use  bj  those  of  higher  condition*  But  as 
soon  as  Edward  IIL  opened  the  inveterate  enmity  be- 
tween England  and  France^  the  French  language 
ceased  to  be  popidar  in  England.  Romances  in 
French  were  the  sole  literary  amusement,  until  Chan- 
cer began  to  ridicule  them;  and  those  Romances 
which  had  delighted  the  ladies  were  translated  into 
English ;  that  is,  into  English  springing  from  Saxon 
as  we  find  it  in  Chaucer. 


Pages   82—83. 
St.  MichaeFs  plains,  extending  wide. 
Wafted  their  fragrance  to  the  tide, 
Florence  of  Wor'ster  unites,  "  six  miles, 
**  South  from  his  Mounts  grey  rocky  piles." 

Florence^  a  Monk  of  Worcester,  wrote  the  earliest 
history  in  the  twelfth  century.     Obiit,  anno,  1119. 

He  says, ''  the  Mount  was  originally  enclosed  within 
«  a  very  thick  wood,  distant  from  the  ocean  six  milef , 
<^  affording  the  finest  shelter  for  wild  beasts." 

Its  old  Cornish  name  is  Carrcg  Lug  en  Kug,  i.  e. 
the  hoary  craig  in  the  wood. 
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Page84« 
WTiat  western  tracts  owned  CamwalFs  throne, 
Olow  in  the  page  of  Harrison. 

WilHam  Harrison  flourished  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth;  and  was  cotemporary  with  Holinshead* 
He  waa  chaplain  to  Sir  William  Brook,  Lord  Warden 
of  the  Cinque  Ports.  Bishop  Nicolson  says,  **  he, 
with  great  pains  and  good  judgment,  collected  a 
description  of  the  island  of  Britain,  with  a  brief 
*'  rehearsal  of  the  nature  and  qualities  of  the  people 
**  of  England,  and  such  commodities  as  are  found 
"  fit  the  same.** 


Page  05. 
Sibtra  was  her  name  renowned. 
With  glittering  domes  and  temples  crowned, 

Solinus,  (cap.  22,)  applies  "  Silura*'  to  the  country 
lying  west  from  Land's-End.  His  words  are,  *'  Silu- 
**  ram  quoque  insulam  ab  ora  quam  gens  firitanna 
<«  Dunmonii  tenent,  turbidum  fretum  distioguit*' 
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Page  108. 
Poor  coUmy  of  souls  wier  lay. 
In  purgatory,  long,  as  they. 

There  are  apartments  in  purgatoiy  for  kings,  QoUe- 
men,  merchantSi  and  tradesmen ;  for  ladies  of  quality ; 
for  gentlemen  and  gentlemen's  wives^  and  for  poor 
common  people.  The  eight  departments  answer  Ux 
the  eight  degrees  of  the  intense  fire,  that  of  hell  bang 
only  four  degrees.  That  of  puigatoiyy  though  more 
devouring,  is  but  for  a  time,  from  which  soals  may  be 
freed  by  the  suffrages  of  masses ;  that  of  hell  is  for 
ever.  The  poor  people  only  endure  the  least  degree, 
as  they  cannot  afford  the  same  number  of  masses  as 
the  rich.  Infinite  goodness  has  placed  them  in  a 
place  of  less  sufiering  in  purgatory.  The  second 
degree  being  greater  is  for  gentlemen,  and  so  on  to 
the  eighth  degree  of  all,  which  is  reserved  for  kings 
and  princes.  Many  poor  tradesmen's  wives,  desirous 
of  honour  in  the  next  world,  ask  the  friars,  whether 
the  souls  of  their  fathers,  mothers,  or  sisters,  can 
be  removed  from  the  second  apartment,  (reckoning 
from  the  lowest,)  to  the  third,  thinking,  though 
the  third  degree  of  fire  is  greater  than  the  second, 
the  soul  would  be  better  pleased  in  the  company 
of  ladies  of  quality  :  and  this  is  done  easily  if  they 
give  the  friars  the  same  price  for  a  mass,  as  ladies 
of  quality  give.  No  soul  of  a  woman  can  be  placed 
amous:  those  of  men. 

Erasmus,  (Lib.  22.  p.  1529,  Edit.  Basil.)  says,  a 
country  curate  fastened  candles  on  the  backs  of  crabs. 
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and  set  them  a  crawling  up  and  down  the  church- 
yard in  a  dark  night  In  the  morning,  after  he  had 
taken  them  in»  he  persuaded  the  people  that  they 
were  poor  distressed  souls  consuming  in  purgatory, 
which  wanted  masses  and  alms. 

*'  Human  policy  never  invented  a  more  powerful 
engine  for  the  arbitrary  government  of  mankind  than 
the  doctrine  of  purgatory. 

**  The  duration  of  that  state  was  entirely  subser- 
vient to  the  will  of  the  priest  It  was  he  alone  who 
pronounced  or  could  explore,  whether  the  dying  indi- 
vidual would  have  to  endure  a  hundred,  a  thousand^ 
or  tens  of  thousands  of  years  in  penal  fire.'* 

**  The  anxiety  of  all  the  great  and  wealthy  laity,  to 
have  masses  said  for  their  souls,  either  from  love  of 
pomp,  or  from  an  alarmed  feeling,  as  to  the  other 
world,  appears  in  their  wills ;  and  was  perpetually 
raining  down  money  on  some  of  the  religious  classes.*' 
f  Turner's  History  of  England,  vol.  1.  pp.  192. 353.) 


Page  108. 
A  massive  cauldron  stood  qf  tin :-  - 
On  snow-white  tvebs,  to  it  cast  in. 
The  purpura* s  blood,  which  boiling,  mixed. 
Was,  by  metallic  tnrtue,  fixed. 

A  story  is  current  that  tin,  as  a  mordant,  was  un- 
known in  London,  and  that  the  usage  of  tin  vessels 
was  adopted  by  Mr.  Cmtcby  Bankside,  who  had  mar* 
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ried  a  Scotch  woman.  This  ladjr  had  often  told  her 
huabandy  that  his  scariet  was  not  equal  to  one  she 
could  djre :  he  set  her  to  work :  she  dyed  a  skein  of 
worsted  in  a  sauce-pan:  she  used  the  same  materials 
as  her  husband,  but  the  ookrar  was  fiur  better.  She 
did  not  know  that  it  was  caused  by  her  using  a  tin 
sauce-pan,  but  her  husband  d\d|  and  made  his  for- 
tune as  a  scarlet  dyer. 


Page  116. 
Learned  Diadorus  you  have  read. 

Diodorus  Siculus,  who  mentions  the  port  from 
which  tin  was  exported,  iiTed  in  the  time  of  Julina 
and  Augustus  Csesar.  He  wrote  the  History  of 
Egypt,  Persia,  Syria,  Media,  Greece,  Rome,  and 
Carthage.  Of  his  forty  books,  only  fifteen  are  extant, 
with  a  few  fragments.  His  history  wns  the  labour  of 
thirty  years.  His  style  is  simple  and  unaffectedly 
correct. 

Sir  Christopher  Hawkiiis,  Bart,  f Obser- 
vations on  the  Tin  Trade  of  the  Ancients^J  quotes 
from  Diodorus,  ''those  Britons,  near  the  Land's-End, 
*'  prepare  the  tin,  and  carry  it  into  an  adjacent  island, 
''  which  is  called  Ictis.  Here,  the  merchants  buy 
"  it,  and  transport  it  to  the  coast  of  Gaul,  from 
**  whence  they  convey  it  over  land,  on  horses,  in 
«  about  thirty  days,  to  the  mouths  of  the  Rhone.*' 

Sir  Christopher  shows,  that  the  isle  '*  Ictis*'  is 
IS^  Michaers  Mount. 
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Samuel  Bochart  confirms  the  opinion  that  the 
Greeks  procured  tin  and  lead,  either  from  thePhoeni- 
ciansy  the  Veneti,  or  from  the  city  of  Narbonne,  to 
which  city  these  metals  were  carried  through  Gaul, 
by  a  journey  of  thirty  days.  His  words  are»  **  Gicmd 
stannum  et  plumbum  comparabant,  vel  a  Phoenicibus, 
Tel  a  Venetis»  aut  Narbonensibus,  ad  quos  per  Cral- 
liam  ferebatur,  terrestri  itinere  triginta  dierum." 

The  above  clearly  indicates  that  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  obtained  the  tin  of  Cornwall  through  the 
Veneti,  and  from  thence,  by  a  land  carriage  of  thirty 
days  to  Narbonne,  in  France, 


Page  120. 
Like  Casar  with  his  Latin  roll. 
He  braves  the  deep  with  dauntless  soul. 

At  Alexandria,  when  attacking  a  bridge,  Caesar* 
by  a  sudden  sally  of  the  enemy,  was  compelled  to 
seek  safety  in  a  little  boat«  Several  precipitating 
themselves  into  it,  he  leapt  into  the  gea,  and  swam 
two  hundred  paces  to  the  nearest  ship,  holding  in 
his  left  hand,  above  the  water,  his  Commentaries, 
**  libelli  ne  madefierent"    fSueUn,  J.  desar,  64.} 
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Pages  128--124. 
''  Three  thousand  years  have  circled  rounds** 
Pobvhele  writes,  **  sinoe  PhiBnicia  found 
'<  The  SyUem  isles.'' 

Hie  date  of  Mdcartlms'  voyage  seems  to  be  oon- 

finned  by  a  passage  in  S^bo ;  who  sajfs,  that  Phce- 

mdan  ships  passed  the  Straits,  and   entered   the 
Ocean»  I2b0  years  before  Christ. 

In  the  year  after  Christ,  1635,  as  some  people  were 

ploughing  by  the  burrows,  at  Stonehenge,  they  found 

80  large  a  quantity  of  ezceDent  pewter,  as  at  a  low 

price  they  sold  for  £5.— These  pewter  plates,  says 

Mickardson,  the  tourist,  might  very  possibly  have 

been  tablets  with  inscriptions ;  but  falling  into  such 

rude  hands,  they  could  no  more  discern  the  writing 

than  interpret  it.«-<-«<  No  doubt,"  says  Dr.  Stukefy, 

(whose  shrewd  conjecture  settles  the  matter,)  **  this 

^  was  some  of  the  old  British  Stannnm,  which  the 

^  Thftian  Hercules,  sumamed   MeitarihnSy  first 

^*  brought  ex  Cassiteride  tMuld,  or  Britain,  which 

*<  Hercules  lived  in  Abraham's  time,  or  soon  after  !'* 
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IHige  127. 
Those  colonies  our  fathers  led. 
When  they  from  Joshua^ s  vengeance  fled. 

Sanchoniathon  saySy  the  Canaanites  were  a  colony 
that  came  oat  of  Egypt,  "niey  stuck  to  the  old  and 
nmple  form  of  religion,  whilst  the  Egyptians  em- 
braced new  ways.  The  Canaanites  were  supposed  to 
have  left  Egypt,  about  300  years  before  Joseph. 

The  ancient  national  name  of  the  Phcsnicians,  was 
Canaanites,  that  is,  merchants;  that  of  Phoenician 
seeming  to  have  been  imposed  upon  them  by  their 
neighbours,  either  from  their  affluence ;  or  the  ancient 
Greeks,  with  whom  they  had  great  intercourse^ 
called  them  so,  importing,  Edomites,  or  red  men. 
The  first  appellation  lasted  so  late  as  the  days  of  St. 
Austin,  in  the  Mb  century,  who  says,  if  you  asked  a 
peasant  in  his  diocese,  in  Numidia,  what  countryman 
he  was,  he  answered,  Chananif  which  the  good 
bishop  thought  a  maimed  word,  though  it  be  the 
proper  term  for  a  Canaanite.  Phcenieia  is  derited 
from  the  Hebrew  Pkanak,  delicate  vivit;  thence 
Phenakitiy  splendide  viventes :— Oo<v<of,  ruber,  san- 
guineus; whence,  in  Latin  Pcenus;  and  in  Greek 
tPctfio'crvy  rubefacio,  cruento. 


434  NOTBS. 

Page  127. 
The  Baleares  show  a  zeal. 
Congenial  with  our  common  weal. 

Baleares,  dictse  a  Baleo,  quodam  Hereulis  comite 
ibi  relicto.  This  Hercules  was  the  commerce  of 
Phoenicia,  The  eomei  ftlictus  was  the  establish- 
ment of  a  colony. 

Page  12& 
Caution,  which,  tK  Arvad  pilot,  arms, 
To  sleep,  the  storm  of  ocean,  charms ; 
Us  to  Gadira,  sctfely,  brings. 

The  Phoenicians  were  accustomed  to  make  esta- 
blishments on  islands  near  continents»to  carry  on  their 
conunerce.  They  had  safely  established  themaelves 
on  two  small  islands  called  Erithra,  which  were  after- 
wards  called  Gadira,  or  Cadiz.  In  the  dty  of  Gadiia 
was  a  temple  bnilt  to  the  Tyrian  Hercules,  where  his 
worship  was  celebrated,  as  at  Tyre.  **  Le  temple  d* 
Hercole  d  la  ville  de  Gades  etoit  situe  an  levant  qoi 
designoit  soleil  levant :— -snr  les  antels  bmle  on  feu 
continue],  et  Ton  ne  voit  dan  le  temple  ni  image,  ni 
statue  d'  aucun  dieu ;  il  n'est  rempli  que  de  la  majes- 
tic et  de  la  crainte  de  la  divinity.  La  demi^re  asser- 
tion m^rite  d'  etre  remarqu^e.  11  n*y  a  que  le  culte 
do  feu,  qui  n*  admitte  pas  des  statues.** — Navigators 
were  there  accustomed  to  offer  sacrifices,  as  they  sup- 
posed themselves  to  be  at  the  end  of  the  world. 
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The  priests  were  the  only  persons  allowed  to  enter 
into  the  sanctuary  of  the  temple.  They  wore  a  white 
dress  of  linen,  and  had  a  cap  in  form  of  a  cone  on 
their  heada.  They  wore  long  robes  while  they  offered 
incense  ;  and  according  to  usage,  purple  robes,  when 
they  immolated  Tictima ;  went  barefooted,  with  their 
hair  cut  short ;  and  obaenred  celibacy. 

The  pillars  of  Hercules  at  Gadira  were  eight 
*^aunet  iP  epaiiseur  ;**  on  them  the  expense  of 
building  the  temple  was  engraved. 

In  ancient  times,  fire  was  always  employed  in  the 
rites  of  religion :  it  consumed  the  burnt  offerings  of 
the  Patriarchs  ;  was  kept  continually  burning  in  the 
Jewish  tabernacle ;  was  looked  upon  as  the  origin  of 
Kfe,  the  soul  of  the  world,  the  symbol  of  the  deity  ; 
and  considering  it  as  the  visible  sign  of  an  inyisibJe 
Being,  it  has,  from  time  immemorial,  been  actually 
worshipped  by  the  Persians,  and  other  Asiatic  na- 
tions. 

Fire  was  so  generally  considered  as  the  image  of 
life,  that  lighted  torches  were  usually  placed,  amongst 
the  Greeks  and  Romans,  in  the  hands  of  the  newly 
married  ;  and,  at  their  deaths,  extinguished  torches 
were  placed  upon  their  tombs. 

In  the  temple  of  Ceres  a  fire  was  kept  burning  a 
year  and  a  day  before  it  was  renewed ;  and  the  office 
(»f  the  Hydranos  or  Baptizer  was  to  pass  things 
throuh  the  fire. 

Originally,  the  fire-pillars,  or  altars^  were  on  the  tops 
of  bills,  and  other  high  places,  in  the  open  air.  I'he 
sacred  fire  being  frequently  extinguished  by  rain,  or 
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stomiSyand  conseqaenUy  the  holy  offices  of  religicms 
woiship  intemipledy  Zoroaslres,  the  reformer  of  the 
Magian  ceremonies,  directed,  that,  wherever  altars 
were  erected,  temples  shook!  be  built  ofver  them,  that 
thesacred  fires  might  be  presenred.    The  oongic^a- 
tion  always  approached  these  fires  on  the  west  side, 
having  their  faces  towards  them,  which  were  the 
representation  of  the  rising  soo.      The   9anctum, 
mnctorum^  in  which  was  the  Sheeituik  of  the  divine 
presence,  was  at  the  west  end   of   the  temple  of 
Jerosalem ;   and  all  who  entered    to  worship  God, 
tamed  Uieir  faces  towards  the  west ;  Ezekiel,  8. 16. 
*^  About  five  and  twenty  men  stood  between  the  porch 
**  and  the  altar  with  their  bacfcs  toward  the  temple 
^*  of  the  Lord,  and  their  faces  toward  the  east,  and 
<*  Ihey  worshipped  the  son."    These  mep  had  tamed 
their  backs  upon  the  true  worship  of  ^God^  and  had 
gone  over  to  that  of  the  Magians. 

Herodotus,  (Lib.  1.  p.  35,)  affirms,  that  the  Per* 
sians  of  his  age  had  no  temples.      l>tiioii,    who 
flourished  after  the  time  of  Alexander,  says    the 
Persians  sacrificed  in  the  open  air,     Cicero,  (De 
Leg.  II.  10.)  says,  that  Xerxes,  by  the  instigation  of 
the  Magians,  set  fire  to  the  temples  of  Greece,  upon 
this  principle,  that  the  universe  was  the  temple  of 
the  gods,  who  ought  not  to  be  cwifined  within  walk; 
From  thfit  persuasion  the  Persians  abstained  from  the 
use  of  images.    Some  writers,  (among  whom  is  Mr. 
Moyle,  of  Bake,   Cornwall,  in  his  letters    to    his 
cousin  Dr.  Prideaux,  on  his  **  Connection,")  affirm, 
that  the  earliest  account  we  have  of  temples  among 
^he  Persians,  is  under  Tiberius  Caisar. 


NOTES.  437 

Page  128. 
Crodira,  all  her  sacred  place, 
The  thought  of  earthly  things  f  efface, 
With  glass,  in  rich  Mosaic,  paves  ; 

It  is  the  opinion  of  many  historians  that  the 
Phoenicians  found  out  glass.  They  paved  the  floors 
in  mosaic,  with  coloured  glass,  and  according  to  an 
ancient  tradition  in  the  Koran,  the  floor  of  the  palace 
of  Solomon  was  paved  in  Mosaic  with  glass,  which 
resembled  water.  It  is  told  of  the  queen  of  Saba, 
who  was  doubtless  very  handsome,  that  when  she 
came  to  see  the  King,  she  thought  the  pavement  of 
glass  was  water,  and  tucking  up  her  clothes,  she 
exposed  her  beautiful  feet  to  the  eyes  of  the  King. 
It  is  probable,  from  this  sort  of  green  glass,  the 
column,  which  designated  the  moon  in  the  temple  of 
Tyre,  was  made. 

Page  120* 
T'exhibit  attributes  to  sense, 
CoT^ferring  virtue,  eloquence. 

Towers  sun-browned  statue  in  the  air. 
Bald, — the  remaining  hairs  are  grey; 
His  furrowed  features,  'midst  a  ray 

Of  wisdom,  rise,  bespeaking  care. 

The  description  of  Hercules,   **  cute  rugosa  ei  in 
**  acerrimum  colorem  exusta,^^  shows  that  he  came 


438  NOTES. 

from  a  distant  and  burning  climate.  Whether  you 
personify  him  as  an  individnaly  or  consider  him  as 
the  type,  or  representation,  of  the  Phcenicians,  it 
appears  that  the  people  of  Spain  recmved  their  learn- 
ing, their  architecture,  &c  from  a  foreign  people* 

The  Phoenicians  were  men  of  deep  invention,  and 
the  greatest  mercbant-adventureis,  and  planters  of 
colonies,  in  the  world.  They  bad  the  incontroTerted 
honour  of  benefitting  mankind  with  fivt  of  the  chief 
inventions  that  raise  and  polish  human  life,  Letters^ 
Astronomy^  Navigatumf  Military  disciplhUf  and 
Architecture  of  towns,  or  civil  polity.  Supported 
by  these,  no  wonder  they  were  masters  wherever  they 
sailed :  and  whether  did  Ihey  not  sail  in  the  three 
parts  of  the  then  known  world  ? 

In  the  earliest  times  they  formed  the  common 
bond  of  intercourse  among  the  nations;  colonies 
flounced  from  the  extremity  of  Africa  to  the  most 
distant  climates  of  the  north  ;  they  incessantly  ran 
from  one  comer  of  the  world  to  another,  carrying 
with  them  wealth,  the  sciences,  the  arts,  and  civi- 
lization. 
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Page  131. 
Thence,  by  the  stars,  our  friendly  guides. 
We  voyage  far  the  pathless  tides, 

To  distant  Gallia's  western  shore  ; — 
The  ores  metallic  veins  produce, 
Th*  inJuibUants,  expert,  reduce  ;  Jjc. 

The  Phoeniciaiit  Tinted  the  coasts  of  Gallicia,  to 
trade  for  tin,  which  they  drew  from  that  cooDtry,  as 
well  as  from  the  Cassiterides. 

The  people  of  western  Gaul  invented  the  working 
of  metals,  and  particnlarly  of  tinning  copper ;  so  that 
the  ornaments  of  horses  in  cars  were  tinned,  and  looked 
like  silver.  Philostratos  says,  they  pat  gold,  sihrer 
and  other  metals  on  copper,  coming  out  of  the  fire, 
or  by  the  means  of  fire,  so  that  the  whole  made  only 
one  body.  They  offered  the  spoils  taken  in  war  to 
the  god  Vulcan,  whom  they  worshipped. 

Page  133. 
To  cleanse  the  soul  from  what  defiles, 
Their  dead  they  burn  on  funeral  piles  ; 

Death  as  a  passage  dark  they  view. 
Conducting  to  another  state. 
Where  deified,  the  good  and  great. 

Hymns,  supplications,  fond,  pursue. 

All  the  islands  near  Britain,  or  on  the  coast  of 
France,  were  either  deserted,  or  inhabited  by  Druids 
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and  Draidesses,  and  consecrated  to  some  divinity ; 
some,  near  Britain,  were  called  bj  the  names  of 
heroes,  or  Genii.  The  Britons  bamed  the  bodies  of 
the  dead,  and  with  them  whatever  they  had  that  was 
dear,  or  most  valuable  to  them.  They  beiiered  that 
death  was  only  a  passage  to  another  life;  and^ 
instructed  by  them,  the  Ganls  also  believed  in  the 
immortality  of  the  soul,  (which  belief  distinguished 
them  from  >  other  Dtttions,)  and  cast  into  the  funeral 
pile  the  arms  of  the  defunct,  and  whatever  was  most 
dear  to  him.  They  cast  into  the  fire  the  bonds  of 
debtois,  in  order  that  the  departed  spirit  might 
demand  the  payment  in  the  next  world*  Before  and 
af^er  their  convention  to  Christianity  the  Gaak 
burned  the  bodies  of  the  dead. 

They  worshipped  Mercury  as  the  inventor  of  all 
the  arts,  and  whom  they  supposed  to  have  governed 
Cfaul,  at  the  time  Joseph  was  in  Eg3rpt,  about  1700 
years  before  Christ.  They  particulariy  honoured 
Apollo,  whom  they  called  Bellenus,  from  the  Celtic 
"word,  BeUnuSf  pale-yellow,  white,  or  blond.  In 
Armorica  white  was  called  **  melen*'  and  "  melin,*' 
by  changing  the  b  to  m.— Bellenus  was  the 
principal  god  in  Armorica.  The  Druids  were  the 
priests  of  Bellenus.  The  gods,  denominated  the  sea 
gods,  were  derived  from  Phoenicia. 
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Page  163. 

TTiese  deities,  whose  glorieius  sway 
Extends  through  night  and  busy  day. 

Were  Baal  and  Ashtoreth  named: 
The  noblest  objects  of  the  eye. 
From  serving  them,  by  the  Most  High, 

Could  scarcely  Israel  be  reclaimed. 

Judges,  %  13^    And  they  fgitook  the  Loid>  9aA 
•erred  Baal  and  Ashtoretlu 


Page  153. 

The  power/ul  Monarch,  who  had  reared 

The  Temple,  where  assembling,  feared, 

« 
The  tribes,  creation* s  sovereign  Jjord, 

Endaved  by  sense,  alasl  was  seen 

^ Midst  worshippers  of  Sidon^s  queen  ;-^ 

Ashtoreth  he  confessedf'^-^adored  I 

Sldon  waa  called  <<the  nether**  xA  Tjrre;  and 
atood  aboQt  eighteen  milea  north  from  it. 

1  Kinga,  11.  5»  Solomon  went  alter  Aahtoreth 
the  goddeaa  of  the  Sidonianat 
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Page  154. 
The  first  P/uemdan,  who  unfurled 
Sails,  on  the  pathless,  watery,  uwrld, 
Was  IJsons : — by  precaution,  led. 

To  shores,  remote  he  venturous  steered; 
To  fire,  to  wind,  he  altars  reared. 
As,  wide,  religion's  conquests  spread. 

Uitms.'^^ee  Sanchoniaihon.  <<  Great  use  is  made 
''  of  him  in  cleariDg  several  historical  and  pAi/ofo* 
**  phicai  passages  of  the  Old  Testament ;  and  he  is 
**  generally  taken  for  the  Jaithful/est  and  antientesi, 
*^  and  consequentJy  the  most  useful  heathen  author 
^'that  was  extant  wilhin  the  memory  of  learned 
**  ages." — **  As  for  his  age,  he  is  pretended  equal 
**  to  Abibalus,  to  whom  lie  dedicated  his  Phccnician 
**  History.  Abibalus,  by  the  Phoenician  records,  is 
"  supposed  to  be  the  father  of  Hiram^  coteraporary 
**  with  David  and  Solomon,  and  who  was  the  Archi- 
*'  tect  of  the  Temple.*'  (Discourse  concerning  SoH" 
choniathovCs  Phoenician  History^  by  Henry  Dod-- 
well,  M.  A.  some  time  fellow  of  Trinity  College, 
near  Dublin,  in  Ireland,  an.  1G81.) 

'<  Siiivant  une  ancienne  tradition  de.  Sanchoniatlion 
conserv^e  par  Eus^be,  Usous,  le  premier  Phoenicifto 
qui  osdt  se  confier  aux  vagues  de  la  mer,  consacra 
deux  pierres  brutes,  ou  deux  colonnes,  an  feu  et  au 
vent,  et  ordonna  de  les  adorer,  et  de  leur  sact  ifier  It- 
sang  des  animaux  tu^s  i  la  chasse.     Ces  sout  la  nos 
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cdlonnet  dans  le  temple  d*  Hercule  Tyrien;  lefeu 
est  le  Sdeil ;  et  la  Luoe  a  ^U  regard^  par  I'anti- 
qidt^  enti^re,  oomme  ajant  eugeDdr^  les  veDts.-— 11 
n'y  a  ancun  doute  que  les  deux  coloDDes,  les  cones  du 
Soldi,  et  de  la  Lane^  De  fussent  eng^es  come  symbols 
des  deux  di?iiut6s  natiooales  des  Ph^niciens,  dans 
tons  les  autres  temples  qa*ils  fonddrent  dans  leurs 
colonies." 

<<Aassi  dans  les  temples  Carthagenois,  dans  lesquels 
le  dieu  national  de  Ph^niciens  etoit  ador^^  on  trouve 
des  colonnes  de  cette  espece." 

The  Romans  believed  that  the  Tynans  were  the  first 
uatigatort.    Thns  Tibullas,  (L.  1.  Eleg.  8.  v.  20.) 

Prima  ratem  ventis  credere  docta  Tyros. 

Appiam,  (Lib.  de  Hispania,)  says,  "  The  Phoeni- 
cians from  the  earliest  times,  on  account  of  com- 
merce, occupied  some  parts  of  Spain,  and  had  a 
Colony  at  Tartessus.  There,  the  temple  of  Hercules 
was  built  by  Phcenicians  ;  and  to  our  times,  God  is 
worshipped  there,  according  to  the  Phoenician  rites; 
and  that  God  is  called  the  Tyrian  Hercules." 

**  Les  Phdniciens  parcourerent  les  m^rs  /les  plus 
loin  tains  sous  la  conduite  de  leur  chefs  Hercules, 
d*oa  vient  que  nombre  de  Caps  porta  nt  encore  ce 
nom ;  sur  les  c6tes  de  la  Campanie  etoit  le  cap 
Hercule,  la  rade  Hercule  sur  celles  de  la  Ligurie,  le 
promontarie  d'  Hercule  dan  la  Mauritanie.  Ptolom^e 
place  un  cap  d*  Hercule  sur  les  cotes  d*  Angleterre, 
el  il  n^est  pas  invraisamblable  que  celui  d*  Erque,  en 
Bretagne,  previenne  du  meme  nom." 

Hercules  was  worshipped  by  the  name  of  Golion  or 
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Goles:  one  of  the  gates  of  a  ciQr  in  Spaia  was  dedl« 
eatid  to  Goles.  He&ce,  we  disoofver  the  meaoiiig  of 
the  oath  of  the  CDOimoD  people  of  Corawall^^-ajc^ 
and  of  Gentleaen,— -when  thej  say  «•  Bj  Golies  !*^ 
thatte,  »  by  Hereules.** 

Page  lf&4 
Phoenicians  faith  he  propagates, 
TUl,  in  proHd  temple  by  the  Stiraits, 
Heraklean  pillars  rise  adored. 

Among  the  Tynans  themselves  the  name  Hercules 
was  unknown.  There,  the  Deity  was  called  Melee 
Kartka  ;  or  Melkart^  which  signifies  the  king  or  lord  of 
the  city,  meaning  the  son,  which  the  Greeks  changed 
into  Heracles fW[kd  who,  from  a  similitade  which  they 
fonnd  in  the  worship  of  the  Tyrian  Divinity,  with 
that,  with  which  they  worshipped  thdr  Hercules, 
called  the  Tyrian  God,  Hercules  Tyrttt#. 

The  Phoenicians  were  of  the  race  and  of  the  reli- 
gion of  the  Sabeans,  as  were  originally  all  the  Arabs. 
The  worship  of  Hercules,  (to  use  that  name,)  was 
piincipally  at  Tyre,  the  most  ancient  seat  of  com-* 
merce,  from  whence  the  Tyrians  introduced  the  wor^ 
ship  of  their  Deity  to  all  their  distant  cotonies,  of 
which  Strabo  says,  they  had  200  in  the  islands  and 
on  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean  sea.  On  an 
ancient  medal  found  in  the  island  of  Thasns^  Her- 
cules is  represented  bending  a  great  bow ;  as  such 
w«i  the  sun  represented,  of  which  the  arrows  were  as 
the  rays  of  the  sun.    In  the  temple  at  Tyre  there 
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were  two  coUmnSy  the  one  of  mafisive  gold,  which 
has  always  been  the  symbol  of  the  snn ;  and  the  other 
of  green  transparent  glass,  (smaragdiis,  Herodotos, 
Lib.  Up)  that  gare  a  great  light  in  the  night,  and 
which  refuresented  the  moon.  Obelisks  and  columns, 
with,  the  Egyptians  and  Phoenicians,  were  the  most 
ancient  figures  of  the  DiTinity*  Two  pillars  were  the 
symbols  of  the  na^onal  divimties  of  the  Pbcaucians, 
;ind  were  set  up  in  all  their  colonies. 

Were  not  the  two  pillars  Jackin  and  BoMXf  which 
the  Tynan  architect,  Hiram,  erected  in  theTempk 
of  Jerusalem,  ni^der  the  eye  of  king  Solomon,  a  simi- 
litude of  those  standing  and  worshipped  in  his  own 
city  ?  Were  th^  not  then,  in  the  Holy  Place,  con- 
verted from  a  profane  to  a  sacred  purpose  before  the 
HHcmbled  tribes  of  Isra^  f 


Page  155. 
From  Qades,  like  refreshing  rain. 
The  doctrine  spread  o'er  fruitful  Spain, 
Ere  Greece  could  boast  a  nation's  name. 

The  Phoenicians  and  Egyptians  were  a  much  more 
anciently  cultivated  people  than  the  Greeks;  and  the 
fables  of  those  were  carried  into  Greece,  where  they 
were  greatly  enlarged ;  and  the  most  genuine  his- 
tories were  turned  into  fables. 
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Page  156. 
Even  o'er  Pyrenees  mountains,  darts 
Phomicia^s  light,  diffusing  arts. 
Among  the  hordes  of  barbarous  GauL 

Samuel  Bockarty  in  his  Phaleg.  supposes  the  ancitent 
lan^age  of  Gaul  origioated  from  the  Pboeniciati  lan- 
guage. Botlioruius,  in  his  Origines  Gauloises,  MnlLa 
the  Celtic  conies  from  the  Scythian  language;  and 
supposes  the  Celtic  was  one  of  the  original  language, 
anS  was  common  to  Spain,  Gaul,  Gennany,  and  Great 
Britain; 

''  Gallorum  Hercules,  virtute  et  consilio  ptftstate 
dessuetos  unum  in  locum  congregavit,  eosque  ex  fe« 
rocltate  quadam  ad  justitiam  afqoe  mansuetndinem 
transtolit,  et  invento  divino  et  humano  jure  moeniboa 
sepsit.**  The  Gauls  acknowledged  they  owed  to  Her- 
cules their  eloquence.  Portius  Cato  says,  the  Gauls 
excelled  <<  in  re  militari,  et  argute  loquiJ*  Qercules, 
here,  means  Phoenician  dTiscipline, 

Page  156. 
Such  worship  how  could  Cornwall  gain  ? — 
Of  ship  escaped  the  stormy  main. 
She  'midst  tlie  sacred  cargo  sees 
Three  grains  of  wheat,  l^c. 

The  strange  ship  brought  a  cargo  of  religions 
worship,  viz.  three  grains  of  wheat  and  a  triad  of  bees^ 
The  first  denotes  the  worship  of  Ceres,  or  the  irk  i 
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the  nezty  the  female  attendantt,  or 

Ceres  is  represeoted  as  the  trk  and  the  bees  as  her 

priestesses. 

Under  the  represeptation  of  these  hierophants  we 
have  some  accoant  of  the  earliest  reCgioo  of  oar 
Celtic  ancestors,  which  appears  to  haTe  been  a 
deprared  copy  of  the  patriarchal  religion* 

Cott  and  his  mystical  sow  present  the  picture  of  a 
novel  system.  This  had  some  correspondence  with 
the  former  in  the  memorials  of  the  Arkite  supersti- 
tion; but  it  incladed  the  deified  patriarch  as  united 
with  the  sun*  The  superstition  of  the  ancient  Britons 
consisted  of  two  systems  blended  together :  the  Arkite 
theology,  or  the  history  of  the  deluge,  with  an 
idolatrous  commemoration  of  Noah,  of  his  family,  and 
of  his  sacred  ship : — the  other,  the  Sabean  idolatry,  or 
the  worship  of  the  host  of  heaven. 

Under  the  allegory  of  the  sow  is  meant  the  Ark ; 
this  was  probably  the  first  Phoenician  ship,  its  cargo 
being  things  of  religipus  worship.  The  Britons 
consecrated  lakes  as  symbols  of  the  deluge;  and 
small  islands  were  considered  as  emblems  of  the  Ark, 
or  mystical  sanctuaiy. 

Mr»  Davies  surmises,  that  the  horse  of  Neptune  was 
a  mistaken  emblem; — that  ^tvms  was  a  float  or  ship, 
the  same  as  cefo,  for  ceto  (the  ark)  was  denominated 
'  i wor,  tlie  ceto,  or  whale. 

The  leek  was  a  Druidic  symbol  employed  in  honour 
of  Ceres.  The  Druids  were  a  branch  of  the  PhoBui- 
cian  priesthood.  During  tlie  funeral  rites  of  Adonis  at 
Uyblos,  leeks  aud  onions  were  exhibited  in  *'  pots  with 
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other  vef8lab68i  and  calhd  thegndeM  of  thai  Mlj^^ 
The  teek  was  wonhipped  at  A^tdm^  (wheneetba 
inodemnameoffecrfKofUy)  asitwasiiiEgypC  Lacka 
and  cnom  were  also  dqieaitad  in  the  aaered  cheate  af 
die  Bjateriea  both  of  Ua  and  Oerai^  Ike  Cmdmem 
of  the  Droidi,  Porr««,  a  l0db»  taderivedfrom  the 
Elgyptian  god  Pi-oma,  who  is  the  aame  aa  the  Bmat 
Peor  of  the  Phcenidan^  and  the  Bel  or  Beknaa  of 
IheDnnda. 

TUa  may  tnaatnle  Jirmd*^  expnmifimt  wheil 
apeakiag  of  the  Egyptiana ; 

O  aanctaa  gentea  qoibns  hese  naaemtnr  in  hoitia 
Nwttina  i-^fSai.  16^  v.  10.  J 

It  may  alao  indnoe  one  to  think  that  the  wearing 
of  kek$  on  St.  Birrid'a  day>  did  not  originate  at 
the  batde  between  the  Wdch  and  the  Saaooa  in  tho 
aizth  century,  but  that  ila  origin  Kea  in  the  remoteat 
antiquity. 

P^ge  157. 
like  cargo  qfreUgion,  sent. 
O'er  ocean,  gained  the  worUTs  as^fni^ 

The  allegoric  sow  became 
Sacred  to  earth's  kind  fostering  power ^ 
Ceres, — who,  that  she  blessi$%g$  shower. 

Through  harvest,  saw  her  altars  flame. 

To  the  Phoundans  the  worid  owed  the  knowledgft 
of  those  Mysitriesp  so  justly  renowned  in  ancient 
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times}  and  whicli, properly  tpetkingt  eowtitolad  the 
eswnoe  of  idigion.  In  the  ^'Bensiiiia,'*  by  Memr^ 
sia^  effiy  thiiif »  eoimeeted  with  theoiy  is  brought 
together.  Thsy  wove  originally  celehnted  in  Egypt, 
—-the  poMBt  of  sciences^— When  the  Greeks  had 
been  reseaed  from  baibarism»  th^  wished  that  the 
benificent  deities»  to  whom  they  attributed  the  disv 
coreries  thai  were  most  useful  to  man,  should  preside 
orer  their  religious  wotsbip*  These  august  fonctiofis 
were,  especially,  committed  to  Ceres,  who  had  intro^ 
duced  laws,  and  taught  the  practice  of  agriculture. 
The  Mysteries,  instituted  at  Ehisis  in  honour  of  that 
goddeis,  soon  obtained  a  coDspicuous  celebrity. 
They  guarded  irellgion  against  the  errors  of  imagin»- 
Mon :  and  baring  cxphdned  what  was  to  be  uader^ 
stood  by  the  multiplicity  of  gods,  they  ascended  to 
the  Supreme  Intelligence,  symbdia^  by  the  sun, 
snd  from  whom  they  were  but  an  emanation. 

The  Mysteries,  says  jif.  Is  Ciere  De  Septckeme$^ 
illustrate  the  origin  of  sereral  institutions  still  prae- 
lised  among  oiirselves.  After  the  duxdidate  had 
been  sufficiently  ei^erdsed  by  a  long  fjKt  and  a  series 
of  austere  obsenrances,  he  was  lied  into  a  chapel  on  ihe 
banks  of  a  riyer,  where  he  was  plunged  into  the  wster 
as  an  emblem  of  fegei^ration.  lliis  ceremony  TVr? 
tuUum  compares  to  that  of  Baptism.  The  candidate 
was  eyen  presented  by  a  kind  of  introdi^tor,  who 
performed  the  offijce  of  a  father,  and  piay  be  called  by 
the  name  of  Sponsor.  The  pri.est,  who  had  the  care 
of  the  preparatory  lustrations,  was  called  the  Hydra^ 
nu0f    The  supreme  pontiff  was  called  Hitrophtmia, 


A  Tietim  wis  then  aaciifioedr^ich  ww  gfneraUj  a 
sow  with  young.  When  the  aspuanl  entered  the 
interior  of  the  temple,  among  other  ceremonies^  be 
washed  his  hands  at  the  entiy  of  the  podicoy  this  was 
emblematical  <^  the  pnrilj  of  the  sool;  and  that  no 
Bfttt  might  remaitty  be  made  conHessiott  to  the  Hieio- 
phanta. 
.'The  ancients  bdieved  finnly^tbatwithoalinitialieii 
them  was  no  chance  for  8alvalion»  if  we  may  Tcaitnre 
to  .use  the  expression;  in  other  words*  |m  osaU  net 
he.  admitted  to  Elysionu  The  neglect  of  it  was 
looked  iqpo  aa  sacrilege.  Some  waited  till  the  bowr 
of  death  before  fulfilling  this  doty;  ondoubtedlyy 
that  they  might  be  pnre  when  ibey  appeared  in  the 
sight  of  the  terrible  Judge :  many  Qiristians  too^  in 
the  primitive  church,  deferred  baptism  till  their  last 
moments.  In  pursuance  of  the  same  idea  children 
were  initiated  in  their  cradle. 

Cnt  of  the  chief  arUcles  in  the  accuiation  of 
Socrates  whom  the  Oracle  declared  the  wisest  of  men, 
was  that  he  had  neglected  initiation. 

CSemens  Alexandrinus  exclaims  thus  agsiast  the 
nightly  Mysteries:  **  Extinguish  these  fires,  O 
*^  criminal  Hierophanta !  and  thou,  who  carriest  the 
**  mysterious  torch,  dread  to  kindle  these  kunps; 
'*  their  flame  will  dedare  the  crimes  it  disooreis.'* 
Yet  the  fathers  of  the  church  themselTes  borrowed 
many  of  the  cerem<mies  they  endeavoured  to  degrade. 
<«  The  usage  of  the  diurch,"  says  St.  Cyrillus,  "  is 
«'  not  to  discover  its  mysteries  to  the  gentiles,  espe- 
^^  daily  those  which  concern  the  Father  and  the 
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"  blessed  Spirit.  It  is  even  shy  of  talking  of  them  to 
the  catechumenF.*'  The  Christians,  at  that  time, 
called  the  Sacraments  Mysteries  and  Orgies*  The 
priest  was  the  mystagegnt^.and  the  eacfaaristy  a  true 
initiation** 

The  same  Clemens  Alezandrinus  ezclaims  again, 
*' O  Mysteries,  truly  sacred  !  O  pure  light!  At  the 
**  light  of  tord  ea  the  veil  that  covers  God  and  Heaven 
«<  falls  oA  1  am  holy,  now  that  1  am  initiated.  It  is 
**  the  Lord  himself  who  is  the  Hierophanta.  He  seta 
«  his  seal  upon  the  adept,  whom  he  illuminates  with 
^*  his  beams.  These  ara  the  orgies  of  my  mysteries  f 
**  come  ye,  and  be  received  T' . 

Thua  the  Mysteries  of  antiquity  aearcely  changed 
their  form  when  Christianity  became  the  prevailing 
religion.  We  may  affirm,  that  afkerwards  they  never 
ceased  to  exist.  We  see  them  shining  in  great  lustre 
through  the  darkness  of  the  middle  agea.«-At  the 
revival  of  letters  they  acquired  new  lustre.  Thej 
acquired  an  influence  over  the  still  barbarous  mannera 
which  they  no  doubt  contributed  to  soften  by 
incnlcating,  particularly,  principles  of  a  jrefinad 
morality.  The  ceremonies  with  which  they  are 
attended  in  the  Church  of  Rome  prove  U  this  dajf 
from  whence  they  drew  their  origin.  They  se^m  to 
h^ve  retained  their  magnificent  decorations  and  andr 
ent  observances,  only  to  demonstrate,  that  in  the  midat 
of  revolutions  which  have  swept  away  so  many  nations 
from  the  fi^e  of  the  earth,  men,  since  the  establish*! 
ment  of  societies,  compose  but  one  great  fiunily. 

*  Caiavboo,  eiercit.  ad  Baroa.  aaoal.  parag ,  16. 
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1[b  stagnant  pool  i  to  barren  tvck; 
Jb  peac^M  rUi ;  io  ^preatkmg  oak, 
4t  first,  the  suppliant  Arkites  bowed. 


We  find  «<  Uie  AiUte'*  nteBtifmeAy  Oenests  10,  17, 
^fe  dfiftcended  froiiiC^Kiiaaii;  and  tftferfwawh  were  A» 
fansiliee  of  the  Gananintes  spread  abroad.  The  same 
genealogy  is  gireo,  ls|  Chron.  |.  15.  The  Ar- 
kitei,  in  the  days  of  King  David,  were  in  high  oon-- 
£ti<m,  <<  when  Hoaiiai  the  ArMte,  Davids  yWauT, 
iras  come  onto  Absalom,  itnshaj  said  onto  Absriom, 
God  s^ye  the  King ;"  kc  2d  Shmnd,  \%  \%  17, 
18, 10. 

The  first  piant^tiens  of  reBgions  colonies  werp 
UBoany  in  desert  isles,  or  impassable  morasses,  dther 
fbr  security,  or  mystery. — ^Icolm-KiU,  Limfisfem, 
Ely,  Coi^land,  and  Gl^MStonbury,  are  instances  of  this, 
rr-Westpiinster  was  founded  in  the  isle  ef  Tborney, 
(fh)m  the  Saxon  Thomege,)  a  morass,  in  cM  writings 
called  **  m  toco  terribili  tfipto  77bni€y.*'  Ldand 
calls  it  sphuurum  insula.  St.  BfichaePs  Mount  was 
an  exact  Landisfern,  or  Holy-island. 

The  Britons  worAipped  the  moofi  in  IfdEOs,  and 
stagnant  waters,  or  on  the  borders  of  lakes  and  rirers, 
and  in  woods.  Bryant  and  Faber  Mnk^  that  Noah 
was  worshipped  in  copjoncfjon  with  Uie  son,  and  the 
Aifc  in  conjonction  with  the  moon,  and  that  these 
^ere  tl^e  pfindtiiFe  and  synibolical  dinnities  of  th^ 
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hefttheM.  Dioqrsiv  Ptatioe.  ▼•  M6^  iirfMH  «,  the 
riles  of  Baccha^  or  Nodi,  wete  dulj  crfebftfid  ui 
the  Britith  islnMk  The  ^  Ha,  to  wImmi  Britua 
fras  dedkatei^VM  the  mm  as  the  Cehk  Rtte  or 
Befenvsy  Apollo  or  the  Sob,  descfOeJ  as  the  god  of 
Tictorj,  the  king  who  rises  hi  fight  and  aaceiids  the 
aky.  The  bidl,  the  lioB,  and  the  aerpent,  were  die 
caribless  of  his  worship;  and  aiao  the  eagle.  Tluee 
cranes  on  a  hnll  rspnaeated  the  three  offcistisig 
priesia*  The  ancients  ised  to  represent  Easter  hf  a 
boIL  Astronom  J  gave  birth  to  a  religion  that  conns- 
anted  its  lahoois.  The  establishnwnt  of  this  worship 
is  as  ancient  as  the  times  in  which  the  iuU  poawssed 
the  Tennd  eqinMK ;  and  the  £on  the  anmaMT  aalstiee  t 
that  is,  aboot  2900  years  before  the  Christkn  enu 
These  two  stgns  were  of  great  acoonnt  in  the  theolegy 
of  andeni  natioBs;  the  fint  eapectaDy,  whidi  a»« 
Boonced  the  renofation  of  aalnre.  lit  wonUp  wns 
connected  among  the  Greeks,  with  all  their  fiMm  { 
and  Yiigil,  when  he  teaches  his  conBtiymoi  the  ppe- 
cepts  of  sgricdtnre,  recalls  to  their  nunds  tbs  rank 
which  it  fermerlj  occnfned;  lor  in  Us  Goo^;ics» 
this  sign  oomss  with  its  golden  horns  to  open  the 
year:— 

Candidni  annUis  spent  qvnm  comibQi  aanam 
Taonw  :<«-<iiCor.  Idk.  L  o.  217. 

The  representation  of  animals  made  a  great  part  of 
the  mysteries  of  the  son :«— the  serpent  or  the  dragoir 
was  considered  as  an  aitribnte  of  the  sun ;  wherefore 
the  dragon  is  made  to  represent  the  heathen  worship; 
or  is  said  to  be  the  dcTih    The  Yeneration  paid  to  the 
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serpent  is  oonspiciimK  mthe  theogony  of  every  peo* 
pie.  It  had  altais  in  Egypt,  in  Phoenicia,  in  India. 
Pram  the  sicred  precincts  of  Epidattrns,  it  was  trans- 
ported to  the  banks  of  the  Tiber.  (Ftder.  Mmx.)  It 
was  erery  where  invoked  by  the  sick ;  and  was  every 
where  the  emblem  of  health. 

Becanse  it  every  year  dianges  its  skin,  it  was 
thottght  to  be  regenerated.  Thns,  it  was  an  emblem 
of  the  son,  who  is  annaally  restored  to  new  life;  and 
whose  oblique  coarse  was  represented  by  the  wreath* 
ings  of  a  mak^^^fMaerohius,) 

The  sanctuary  of  the  gofd  Hu,or  the  Bacchns  of  the 
I>mids,  was  an  ox-etall,  where  the  god  prended  as  a 
Wring  animal,  or  as  the  image  of  a  bull.  The  keep* 
ittg  of  the  sacred  oxen  belonged  to  the  priests  of  Ba&fc 
cha^  The  shrine  of  that  god  waa  drawn  by  oxen. 
The  festival  of  Bacchus  was  in  May,  and  the  Baccha-* 
nalians  feasted  and  with  revelry,  moving  sideways,  in 
imitation  of  the  dragon ;  and  with  nightly  songa  in 
the  bosom  of  lakes,  or  bogs;  and  with  extravagant 
dances,  crowned  with  wreaths  of  ivy,  they  circled 
round  an  enclosure  of  large  stones.  The  rites  of  Bao* 
chus  were  daily  Celebrated  in  Britain,  at  the  rising 
and  the  setting  of  the  sun.  ^^  On  faisoit  un  fracas  de 
tambours  et  de  cymbales,  les  hurlemens  de  la  troope 
bachique  surpassoient  encore  le  bnnt  des  instrumens,*' 
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Pnge  1&8. 
Hie  eastern  nations  knew  but  one 
Depository,  where  the  sun 

Of  science  lodged  his  hallowed  beams  f-^ 
The  priesthood  ; — 

In  the  infancy  of  the  world,  the  sciences*  of  which 
some  vestiges  had  heen  preserved  amidst  the  revolo* 
tions  that  bad  ravaged  the  globe,  retorned  to  embel- 
lish the  abode  of  man.  To  preserve  them  ia  perpetaal 
remembrance,  and  to  transmit  them  to  foture  genera- 
tions, thev  were  made  objects  of  public  worship. 
Religion  became  the  august  deposite  to  which  all 
discoveries  were  consigned.  Of  astronomj,.  mathe- 
matics, the  laws  of  nature,  and  of  social  duties,  she 
formed  the  most  magnificent  tablature  that  genius 
has  ever  conceived.  Transplanted  into  those  opulent 
re^ons,  once  the  seat  of  arts,  though  now  desert  and 
forsaken,  man  can  judge  by  the  sight  of  the  ruhis 
that  surround  him*  what  must  have  been  the  beauty, 
the  grandeur,  and  the  symmetry,  of  the  fabric.  The 
fables  of  after  ages  include  a  sublime  system  of 
religion— a  religion  which  was  invented  before  intole- 
rance restrained  the  noble  vigour  of  imagination.  • 

Conceived  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  it  passed  over 
to  the  plains  of  Asia.  The  Phoenicians, — the  chain 
of  connexion  between  nations,-— carried  it  over  the 
earth.  In  the  east  it  became  the  dread  instrument  of 
despotism.  There  (he  priests,  the  sole  depositories 
of  science,  reserved  to  themselves  the  privilege  of 
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thiokiDgy  and  exacted  from  Ibe  rest  of  ttie  people  a 
blind  obedience. 

It  was  otherwise  in  those  fortunate  coontrics,  where 
liberty,  newly  born*  altowed  the  mind  to  exert  Hi 
natnrecBei^*  The  oobnies  that  infsodbead ilinto 
Greece  were  composed  of  merchants  and  of  soldieis^ 
whom  chance  or  the  prospect  of  gain  had  condocted 
to  m  savage  txiaat  Ttee  the  eastera  Ddtka  were 
made  known  IB  gradaal  SBOoesnan:  andthemnsaoC 
poetry  with  a  dhrine  enthusiasm  isvaded  the  uriigiovs 
IraditioQB*  fihe«xtracted  from  the  noble  mythology 
^  Phcenkia  fkoat  hriMiaBl  cdows  with  wihieh  she 
enriched  her  pietuns*  Whikt  imagination  jvted 
witfaowt  control  amongst  old  iahiss>  midadomeiher 
amwy  regioM  with  new.  Homer  appeared  I 

Page  160. 
As  ages  slow,  progressive^  rolled, 
Earth  saw  the  ArkUefaitk  toxoid 
In  sects  of  wide-extending  fame. 

**  Gallos  anteqnam  do  literis  quicquam  vd  inLatIo> 
vol  in  ipsa  certe  Graecia  audiretor,  sub  Dmidibusi 
alijsque  philosophis  excelluisse.**   (SoUm.) 

"  Grsci  literas  multo  tardius  qnam  Galli  accepe* 
runt.  Jam  ex  his  qn«  hactenus  aducta  sunt,  per« 
spicuum  esse  potest,  regnasse  in  GalUa  anteqnam 
Gneecia  florere  inciperet,  quatuor  prsestantissimorum 
genera  philosophorum ;  nempe  Samotheorum,  Sarbni* 
darum,  Druidarum,  et  Bardonum,  simulque  ah  anti-> 
quissimis  ittis  Gallis  cultas  fuisse  cujusqoe  generis 
disciplinas/' 


NOTES.  457 

Page  161. 
2%e  Druids  far  above  the  rest, 
Astrology p  and  charms,  professed  ; 

To  them  the  healing  art  belongs  ; 
The  laws  qf  morals  they  define : 
They  even  assert  a  power  divine, 

7*  avenge  an  iiyured  nation* s  wrongs. 

Diogenes  dicit.  **  Apod  Germanos  qooque,  atqae 
Galloa  esse  aiuDt,  qui  Droidse  Doininantury  i.  e.  di- 
TOiae  huniaoaeque  pbilosophioe  periti,  relig^onumque 
coratores.**  Sicut  autem  ?ocabuliiin  Druides  Gallis 
ef  Germanos  commune  fait,  ita  et  Dry^  magus. 

Alfrieui  in  Glossario  Saxonico-Latino,  Sazonas  in 
Britannia  magos  suos  sua  lingua  vocasse  Dry,  testator. 
Ab  boc  Dry,  Gneci  initio  formarunt  A^vir. 

H.  Boitius  m  Fynnano  rege  Scotorum  Druides 
institutos  tradit ! 

Tbe  Gauls  called  the  Druids  *^  Sejies;^*  and 
the  DruidesseSy  "  Senas,**  **  Galii  senas  vacant  .*** 
HencCf  some  etymologists  say,  that  this  is  the  root 
of  the  Latin  **  #eft^x.*'— ^Their  altars  were  of  two 
kinds;  the  one  horizontal;  the  other  inclining. 
Dolmen,  a  rock  deity,  signifies,  in  the  Bretoon  lan« 
guage,  a  stone  "  pos^e  de  niveau  ou  en  table**  placed 
horizontal :  dol  signifies  a  stone ;  and  an,  a  temple. 

Mela  says,  when  the  Druidesses  celebrated  the 
mysteries  of  the  moon,  they  transformed  themselves 
into  all  sorts  of  monsters;  that  is,  they  took  on  them- 
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selves  the  figures  of  animals,  and  had  the  names  of 
those  symbolical  of  the  moon ;  among  these  t(ras  ttie 
dog. 

The  priests,  who  governed  all^  put  on  the  figures 
of  the  animals  worshipped  as  symbols  of  the  sun ;  and 
which  under  the  form  of  a  serpent  was  adored  till  tbe 
sixth  century* 

Davies  in  his  *<  Mythology*'  says,  ^*  it  is  related 
in  the  Welsh  MSS.  that  the  red  bony  giants,  or  the 
Phoenician  red-coloured  merchants,  introduced  the 
worship  of  the  sow,'or  Ceres  ;  and  that  under  the 
uBegory  of  the  sow,  is  meant  the  Ark ;  and  that  the. 
tale  of  a  sower  ship  coming  to  Cornwall,  meant  the 
Phoenician  ship,  which  brought  a  cargo  of  religious 
worship— (see  page  446)^-and  it  was  Cornwall  that 
introduced  into  Wales  and  other  parts  of  Britain  and 
Ireland,  the  fire-worship  brought  by  thePhoemcians." 
The  Druids  were  a  sect  of  that  religion. 


Page  182. 

« 

One  power,  invisible,  supreme, 

Was,  of  all  prayer  and  praise  the  theme; 

The  Druids  worshipped  only  one  God,  and  8ym-> 
boli2ed  him  by  adopting  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars. 
Though  one  God  was  worshipped  by  the  initiated,  the 
people  worshipped  him  in  difiereat  forms  and  repre- 
sentations similar  to  the  Romans.  The  divinities  of 
the  Druids  were  mostly  connected  with  the  Ipstory  of 
the  deluge.  ' 
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tliie  8OII9  or  Ihe  great  patriarch,  was  the  origin 
of  all— of  OairiSy  Bacchus,  Cnmns,  Philo  Adonis, 
Hercoles,  and  of  Erque  of  the  Celtic  nations.  As  the 
inTentor  of  arts  and  conductor  of  travellers  he  was 
Mercury,  or  Agmios  of  the  Celtic  people;  as  the  solar 
divinity  he  was  Bel  or  Apollo ;  as  king  of  heaven  he 
was  Jupiter ;  as  dispensor  of  battles  he  was  Bfars ;  as 
ruler  of  the  waters  he  was  Neptune ;  as  giver  of  wine 
he  was  Bacchus. 


Page  163. 
In  long  succession,  through  them  came 
That  learning,  Csesar  gave  to  fame. 
When  landed  on  Britannia* s  coast. 

Ad  hos  magnus  adolescentium  numerus  disciplinae 
caus4  concurrit. — fCai.  Com.  lib.  vi.  c  13.) 

Page  165. 
A  stony  bourne  they  circled  round. 

It  is  said  the  priests  danced  within  an  enclosure  of 
stones,  moving  sideways,  in  imitation  of  the  dragon  or 
serpent.  This  means  they  danced  within  a  ^  Round;** 
of  which  there  are  remains  in  Cornwall.  Monsieur 
Le  Compt  Gebelin^  in  his  work  entitled  **  Le  mohde 
primitive  compart  au  monde  moderne,'*  endeavours  to 
prove  that  the  minuei  is  the  dance  oblique,  which  the 
priests  of  Apollo  performed  in  their  temples.    He 
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says ;  "  the  diagonal  line,  and  the  two  pi|rt|)M9«  de- 
scribed in  this  dance,  were  inteiided  to  be  ajmbolical 
of  the  Zodiac,  and  that  the  twelre  steps  of  which  it  is 
composed  were  meant  for  the  twelve  sigfos,  ati^  ^e 
inonths  of  the  yw:.*'  ThisgiTCS  a  sublimit  to  this 
aitofdandng. 


Pageim. 
The  shrine,  two  patient  oxen  drew. 
In  May : — when  it  appeared  in  view. 
His  annual  festival  began. 

Gebelin  obsenres,  *V  the  first  of  all  years,  a^  the 
most  ancient  that  we  know  of,  began  at  the  month  of 
Jane :  thence  the  very  name  of  this  month,  jnaior, 
the  younger  \  while  that  of  the  preceding  one  is  May, 
major,  the  ancient.  Fires  were  kindled  about  mid- 
mghton  the  very  moment  of  the  snmm^  solsdce. 
This  was  a  religions  ceremony  of  the  most  remote 
antiqnity.  These  /eux  de  joie  were  accompanied 
with  TOWS  and  sacrifices  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
people  and  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  They  danced 
round  the  fire ;  and  the  most  active  lesped  over  it. 
They  made  their  sons  and  daughters,  together  with 
their  cat|]e,  pass  through  it.  Each  on  dejparting 
took  away  a  firebrand ;  and  the  remains  were  scat- 
tered in  the  wind,  which  was  thou^t  to  expel  evety 
cviL" 

*'  In  Qornwall,  particularly,'*  says  Dr.  Borlase, 
**  the  people  went  with  lighted  torches,  pd  ^de 


their  perambulatioiw  romd  tlietr  fires : — ^tbey  went 
from  village  to  ynUhge,  canyiiig  their  lorehesy  and 
this  it  certaiDi  J  the  remains  of  a  Dmid  snperrtidon.*' 

Annnally,  on  Hidsommer  ere,  fires  are  hghted  on 
the  heights  in  Cornwall  In  the  mining  districts  a 
Terdant  branch  is  fixed  t6  the  highest  wood-work  of 
the  steam-engines,  which  remains  for  weeks,  and 
carries  back  the  mind  to  the  commerce  of  Tyre ;  and 
directs  the  eye  to  the  first  and  the  most  sublime 
objeets  of  heathen  worshipi—- the  host  of  hesTen. 

The  spires  on  cathedral  and  chorch  toweit,  are 
supposed  to  be  in  imitation,  or  to  have  had  their 
origin  in  the  worship,  of  the  host  of  heaven.  Sie  iiur 
adoitrfu 

Thns,  the  worship  of  Baal  or  the  snn,  symbolized 
by  the  Midsummer  fires,  has  not,  during  the  lapse  of 
so  many  ages,  entirely  disappeared.  Its  continuance 
in  Christian  countries  was  owing  to  the  Roman 
Cktholic  priesthood  who,  artfully  yielding  to  the 
sopeistitioos  of  the  natives,  graAed  Christianity  upoD 
Pagan  rites,  in  order  to  gain  and  keep  up  an  esta- 
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HeiiMe,-RoftMfs  Decrees,  in  after  times, 
Prohi^itifig,  as  Jieindus  crimes, 

Jjtfisit,  wonien^tQ parade^  as  beasts;  .^ 

Z^eraie  f Ae  f Aonts  ^Ae  5frov6  te  t;am  / 
iimitmg  f  Ae  Catholic  states  remain 

Old  Druid  types,  at  Christmas  feasts. 

Sacb  was  the  origin  of  customs  which  ha?e  been 
handed  down  through  ages. 

The  Omstmas  players,  throughout  the  Christian 
woridy  perpetaate  a  faint  representation  of  the  Dmid* 
ical  Saturnalia*     We  may  infer  the  corrnptioa  of 
Chri^anity,  in  the  middle  ages,  from  the  attachment 
of  the  Goni«rted  barbarians  to  their  ancient  Pagan ' 
customs* 

Boniface  complained  of  German  priests,  who  would . 
continue,  although  Christians^  to  sacrifioe  bnUs  and  - 
goats  to  the  heathen  idols. 

About  the  beginning  of  eyery  yeai",  it  was  a  favourite 
and  general  practice,  for  people  to  dress  tbeofselvea 
in  masks,  as  women,  as  monsters,  and  as  the  animals 
that  were  deemed  the  signs  of  the  sun,  and  to  dance 
and  sing,  and  leap  about,  in  order  to  commemorate 
the  birth  of  Mithras,  or  the  sun.  To  celebrate  his 
auspicious  return^  when  arrayed  in  all  his  splendour 
be  opened  the  gates  of  the  year,  some  put  on  the 
entire  skin  of  the  beast  they  meant  to  represent; 
some,  only  the  head ;  and  thus  pretending  to  be 
transformed  into  the  animal,  they  acted  like  it. 
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The  DruidesMS  put  cm  the  figures  of  the  animals 
tl^at  were  dedicated  to  the  moou  when  thej  celebrate^ 
the  mysteries  of  the  moon,  as  did  the  Druids,  in  Eke 
ipanner,  when  thejr  .celebrated  the  mysteries  of 
Mithras  or  the  son* 

At  the  sumn^er-^plstice,  when  the  ««n  in  the  most 
elevated  point  of  his  course,  seemed  to  enjoj  th^ 
contemplation  of  his  glory,  they  honoured  him  with 
customs  that  are  called  **  dounoniomm  ludos  et 
**  nefandas  saltationes.*' 

ftm  clergy  joined  in  the  gross  immortalities,  and 
connected  them  with  the  religion  they  professed. 
Hence,  the  feast  of  thje  subdeacons,  or  drunken 
4eacons,  or  the  feast  of  fools,  as  it  was  called,  was 
celebrated  by  some  on  new-year*s  day ;  by  some  09 
the  twelfth  day ;  by  others  in  the  week  following. 

These  licentious  festivities  were  called  the  Decem- 
ber liberties ;  and  they  gener^y  lasted  through  the 
chief  part  of  January.  BeleiuSy  who  lived  in  1182^ 
says,  that  Bishops  and  Archbishops  joined  with  their 
inferiors  in  the  sport.  Du  Pin  writes,  the  Council 
of  Paris  in  1200,  forbade  Archbishops  to  attend  the 
feast  of  fools.* 

At  the  feast  of  asses  the  offipe  of  the  church  was 
performed  during  the  whole  of  the  night,  and  consisted 
in  singing,  in  full  congregation,  the  most  ridicnlowi 
medley  of  songs  that  can  l^e  conceived :  and,  in  the 
performance  of  so  long  a  service,  wine  was  distributed 

•  la  Iwc  etlMi  tynodo  ^aSdam  Arbcotclis  libri,  KB  Fhj^ 
fd<ci,  tea  M  cUpkjtlci,  preldb|t)  et  cssiU  isat. 
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iii  no  spaiiiig  maniier,  together  with  rich  poddlogs 
and  pies.— -Query,— was  not  this  the  origin  of 
ChtklmaBmmee-piesf  fnterludes,  not  of  the  moat 
d^icent  kind*  weref  p^onned  in  the  cborehes;  Hie 
singing  and  dancing  were  concluded  by  throwing  a 
]iail  of  wat^  on  the  head  of  the  grand  chanter.  (See 
Tmmef^s  History  of  England.) 

Probably  the  enstom»  in  some  yillagcsy  of  carryings 
the  greatest  dronkard  in  triumphy  after  the  parish 
feast,  or  other  feasts,  and  pumping  water  on  his  head, 
may  ha?e  originated  from  the  ancient  but  heathenish 
ceremony  of  throwing  a  pail  of  water  on  the  head  of 
the  diief  musician.  In  allusion  to  this,  he,  who 
remains  the  kmgest  at  a  parish  feast*  is  in  some 
pteces,  called  '^  a  wei  one.** 


Page  168. 
The  robes,  th^  goddess  which  infold. 
Are  white,  with  sandals,  formed  qfgold. 

Porphyry,  cited  by  Eusebins,  has  presenred 
an  oracle  of  the  moon.  This  divinity  declares  in 
what  manner  she  ought  to  be  represented.  *'  Vous 
*^  donnerez  d  ma  statue  Tair,  les  traits  et  la  mine  de 
**  Cer^,  tenant  toutes  sortes  de  fruits ;  mes  habits 
**  seront  tout  blancs  et  mes  souliers  d*or  ** 
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Page  170. 
By  herbs,  they  charmed,  onfatrful  days, 
(Tk*  auspicious  hour  the  moan  displays,) 

They  wottld  themselves  to  beasts  trangfomi ; 
Could,  souls  qf  death-^wrapt  babes,  revive. 
And  bid  the  moon,  on  earth,  arrive, 

Toflo^  dissenters  to  conform. 

The  Capilvlaries  of  Charlemagne,  page  798»  call 
these  women  lamies  or  Fanes :  say,  thej  eat  men ; 
went  into  houses  during  the  night;  searched  bread- 
baskets; overturned  cups  and  sauceiiana;  carried 
away  children;  lighted  candles  in  the  night,  and 
troubled  those  who  were  asleep, 

Burchard,  the  canonist,  gi? es  a  collection  of  the 
decrees  against  women  in  his  time,  who,  transformed 
into  troops  of  Demons,  went  in  the  night,  riding  on 
bro&mstiekSf  making  great  and  long  courses  in  the 
air,  haying  Diana  at  their  head,  whom  they  were 
obliged  to  follow  and  blindly  to  obey. 

The  Statutes  of  the  church  of  Conservans,  of  the 
12th  and  14th  centuries,  mention,  thai  women  were 
accastomed  to  ride  by  night  with  Diana,  and  ta 
inscribe  their  names  among  those  who  passed  ibr 
goddesses,— itches. 

John  of  SaHshury  says,  that  tl^ese  women 
(Noticule)  assembled  councils,  where  a  president 
arbitrarily  sat;  that  they  kept  feasts;  employed 
ministers  for  different  functions ;  puaished  some ; 
elevated  and  rewarded  others;  that  they  ddivered 
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children  to  fairies,  who  devoured  some,  tore  others  in 
pieces,  and  returned  back  to  their  cradles  those  for 
whom  they  had  compassion. 

It  was  belieFed,  that  bj  herbs  gathered  in  partieiH 
Inr  seasons,  and  on  certain  days  of  the  moon,  these 
women  could  transform  then^selves  into  beasts ;  that 
they  could  bring  back  the  souls  of  children  ;  that  by 
the  force  of  charms  they  could  stop  the  course  of  the 
^XNm  and  make  her  descend  to  4he  earth.— They 
worshipped  the  moon,  were  her  priestesses,  and 
promulgated  her  oracles.*— Thb  diyinity  i^as  served 
at  table  by  dogs.    **  La  Lmne  tm  XHwu^fouHok 

The  heathen  religioo,  which  must  be  considered 
the  estobJished  before  theintrodoetion  Of  Christianity, 
struggled  long  and  powerfully  for  existence.       It 
possessed  the  adrantage  of  fixed  opinions ;   of  habito 
which  had  become  a  second  nature ;  of  the  authority 
of  laws,  of  parents,  of  pompous  rites  and  ceremonies. 
The  Christians  were  denied  all  places  of  honour ;  theiv 
goods  were  confiscated ;   they  were  fined ;    banished. 
They  were  condemned  to  the'  mines.    They  were 
nailed  to  crosses^    They  were  sawn  asunder.     They 
were  chained  to  trees  with  their  heads  downward,  as 
food  for  midnight  wolves.  :  They  were  thrown  into 
cauldrons  of  boiling  oil.     They  were  consumed  over 
sbw  fires,  and  their  ashes    were  scattered  in  the 
winds,  to  annihilate  them,  if  possible^      In  less  than 
thirty  yeyrs,  after  its  first  promulgation,  the  doctrine 
of  the  cross,  by  the  instrumentality  of  a  few  iUitorate 
fishermen  and  tentmakers,  had  spread  more  extent 
jlively  than  the  dominions  of  the  Ciesars. 
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Page  170. 

The  queen  of  night  more  frequent  sent 
Demons,  her  power,  to  represent. 

The  moon  was  regarded  as  the  immediate  cause  of 
eveij  e?eDt.  EnchantmeDts,  erocatious,  and  all  the 
prodigiea  of  magic,  were  transacted  by  her  lights 
She  had  ministers  of  her  will,  called  Demons^  They 
filled  the  space  that  separates  man  from  the  Deity, 
Of  these  genii  there  were  two  kinds ;  one  good  and 
beneficent;  the  other  incessantly  occupied  with  laying 
snares  for  the  worthy,  and  leading  them  aside  from 
the  path  of  virtue. 

The  principal  demon,  believed  to  be  in  the  service 
of  the  moon,  appeared  to  those  only  who  were  ini-i 
tiated  in  the  mysteries  of  the  moon.  She  showed, 
herself  under  difierent  fbrnis  ;  she  bad  one  foot  of 
brass  by  whipb  she  hobbled  on  the  other.  She  ap-i 
peared  when  people  were  buried ;  and  changed  her 
form  in  a  moment,  sometimes  into  an  ox,  then  to  i^ 
mule,  then  to  ^  dog  with  its  head  on  fire.  Sozom^n^ 
in  his  Ecclesiastical  History,  speaks  of  the  belief  iq 
this  phantonu  She  was  not  always  malignant  | 
sometimes,  in  the  night,  she  gave  good  advice,  in  a 
low  tone  of  v^uce;  i^  tickling  of,  the  ear  was  always  a 
a  sign  of  her  presence. . 

Signs  and  noisesin  the  air  were  rec|(oned  a  kind  o( 
sacrament  between  the  devil  and  his  votaries. 

Of  the  minor  clerical  orders,  the  Exofcists,  with 
their  hair  cut  ofi",  not  with  the  razor,  but  with  th^ 


bttriber^  sbean,  as  (Htment  Alexandrhms  sajg,* 
took  care  of  Ibe  Energumenes,  or  men  vexed  with 
the  devil,  wbo  came  to  the  churches  in  great  compi^ 
nies«  These  Exorcists  received  from  the  hands  of  the 
bishop  the  book  in  which  the  exorcisms  were  written, 
n^hieh  they  were  to  conimit  to  memory;  that,  hy  the 
earnest  invocation  6f  the  name  of  Christ,  they  might 
i^rtSB  Satan*s  fnries.  l^ey  liad  pMer  to  impoae 
hands  on  those  who  irere  possessed  with  demons, 
Wheth^  baptized,  or  ndt. 

The  sign  of  the  cross  tfaongb  made  hy  aJew, 
idfidet,  or  pagan,  was  of  force  to  drive  the  devil  froaa 
one.t 

Pope  Alexander  ordained  that  hcJy  water  shoiM 
be  tempered  with  salt,  lUid  used  md  fkgamAfm 
damoneif  to  drive  i<way'dbv{Is.j:  Drivett  thus  fitmi 
earth  they  occupied  the  air. 

Pope  John  14,  abont  the  year  070,  issoed  a  Ball 
itr  the  baptizing  of  belts  '<to  deanse  the  air  of 
devils.**  The  baptizing  of  bells  was  only  permitted 
to  the  Bishop's  snfihigan,  becanse  it  wai  of  a  mora 
principal  kind  than  that  of  infants;  priests  and 
deacons  conid  baptize  them. 

The  tongue  of  the  baptized  bell  made  the  ears  of 
the  affrighted  di^ons  ring  with  ''JUpbael  Saocin 
**  Margareta  ora  fto  nobis.**— -'^  Gabriel  Sancte  ora 
**  pro  nobis.*'— These  prayers  are  on  beUs  at  St. 
Michael's  Mount. 

•  Lib.  I.  Pedafof.  cap.  19. 

f  BcUwra.  de  laagiQib.  iMict.  cap.  SO. 

t  Platiaa  la  rila  Alesao. 
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In  LnUiet*t  time  the  priooefl  of  Gemai^jr  oei|i- 
plained  Co  the  Legate  ^*  that  at  the  tine  of  haptis|D» 
godfiithen  of  the  richer  sort,  after  the  8uffiragan,/take 
hold  of  the  rope,  sing  together,  name  the  hell,  dress 
it  in  new  clothes;  and  then  have  a  somptuous 
feast."* 

During  the  French  revolution,  four  of  the  hells  of 
the  cflthednd  St  Louis,  Versailles,  were  destroyed. 
On  the  6th  Jaoiiaijt  lB2Af  four  new  oaes  were 
baptized.  TThe  King  and  the  Dochess  d'  Angouleme 
were  sponsors.  The  inscription,  taiying  the  name 
aodnnmber,  on  eadi,  is,-«-*'  Je  snis  la  premiere  de 
qoatre  Sorars,  qui  ont  ^t^  ofltertes  d  IKen,  kc  J'  ai  ^t^ 
bMte,  Ice  eC  nommde  Marie  par  Sa  Majesty  Lonis 
XVIIL  Roi  de  France  et  de  Navarre,  et  par  S.  A.  R. 
Madame,  FiBe  de  Louis  XVL  Duchesse  d'  Angon- 
Mme,  Sec** 

The  fonr  sisters  were  suspended  in  the  centre  of  a 
pkitform  under  a  square  caitopy  of  crimson  silk  with 
broad  gold  friiige  and  surmounted  with  plumes  of 
ostrich  feathers.  The  eldest  wore  a  superb  petticoat 
of  embfoideredgoM  brocade,  over  another  of  silver 
tissue  festooned  at  the  bottom,  and  ftstened  with 
white  satin  rosettes,  so  as  to  exhibit  the  end  of  the 
clapper,  peeping  ont  beneath.  The  others  were 
arrayed  in  plain  gold  brocade  over  a  silver  tinue. 
During  the  cereaMNiy  no  splendours  in  the  grand  cere- 
monials of  the  church  were  omitted.  A  white  satin 
ribbon  being  passed  from  the  iron  tongue  of  each  beJI 

*  QnkWfm.  CsQt.  G^siaa.  Grev,  61. 


4)0  liOTBd. 

totfieliaticlof  the  sponsors,  they  gave  a  ismaK  putt 
ibr  ^ach  resplMise,  and  the  sisters,  three  time^ 
answered  **  Amen !" 


Page  ttl. 
She,  oft,  as  Sozomea  torites,  would  deign, 

From  ill,  believers,  tb  restrain^ 

,  ,  , .       .  • 

SozomenuSf  Palaestinse  joxta  Gazam  TicOy  genus 

« 

saam  duxiU    Primo  scripsit  compendiom  histofiie 

ecclesiastics  ab  ascensione  Christi  ad  annum  323* 

^^  '         ■  »  ' 

Deinde  ezonns  ab  anno  S2i,  historiam  annorum 
115,  eodesiasticam  contexuit*  Circa  an.  440,  lem 
Ubrisic-Tbeodosio  Imp.  nnncnpatis  absol?ens« 


Page  172. 
T^hen  o*er  IV  ox-stall, — qtuxdrdiigUtdr  dose,* 
The  verdant  boughs  qf  trees  they  spread.     . 

Gregory  ike  Creat  desired  bis  missionaries  to 
hamonr  some  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  superstitions,  by 
giving  them  Christian  applications.  His  solicitude 
to  attract  them  to  Christianitj,  apj^rs  in  his  letter 
to  Melitus.  Re  advises  to  let  their  idolatrous  temples 
remain,  but  purified  by  holy  water  t  and  recommends, 
that  huts  of  boughs  should  be  made  round  their  tem- 
ples, turned  into  churches,  and  that  their  joyous  festi- 
vals should  be  on  the  birth-day  of  the  saint  whose 
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relict  were  in  the  church ;  so  they  should  kill  their 
animals,  not  to  the  deril, bat  ad  UmdamDei.  fBede, 
Lib.I.c300 


Page  172. 
Cocked  shapemouttes,  the  priesthood  weatf 
like  shovels  employed  the  stall  to  clear  ; 
Them,  necromantic  stoles  surround. 

'^  Necromancy**  is  deri?ed  from  nuftf  ^^  dead»** 
and  fuunim,  **  diviniation  ;!*  and  ngnifiea  divination 
by  calling  np  the  ghosts  of  the  dead,  or  the  deril.  It 
is  used  for  conjuration  in  generaL  Such  arts  lead 
persons  to  dark  places;  the  prophecies  being  full  of 
plerplezity  and  darkness,  those,  who  uttered  them, 
were  said  to  wear  the  derirs  liyery, 

jiiierius  AmasenuSp  in  his  first  homily,  describes 
the  Greek  Christians,  as  wearing  garments  with  600 
figures  of  animals  upon  them ;  so  that  walking  in 
public,  they  seemed  like  painted  walls*  ^  You  see 
there  lions,  panthers,  bears,  bulls,  dogs,  woods,  rocks, 
and  hunters.*'  Some  of  the  more  derout  had  scripture 
woren  in  them.«-^l3  Bib.  Mag.  Pat.  p.  564.) 
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Pag9  ]72» 
Tk€^prieMt€im$itupireswtk  dread. 
The  peapk  think,  their  daily  bread 
They  give,  and  flocks  to  graze  the  ground. 

Strabo  says,  the  Gantt  are  of  opinion,  that  as  the 
Bnnber  of  te  Braids  encreaaes,  the  e^ith  prodaees 
ila  frails  ia  greater  abundance. 


PagelT^. 
Tranrformed  to  siane,  these  nutidens  nine 
Stand,  shriveUed,  in  a  lengthened  line. 
On  high  SL  Columns  heathy  waste. 

On  the  downs  leading  from  Wadebridge  to  St. 
Columby  and  abont  two  miles  from  it,  is  a  line  of 
stones,  bearing  north-east,  bj  sonth-west,  i.  e.  the 
waj  the  ancients  placed  the  bodies  of  the  dead. 
This  monument  is  generally  called  **  the  ninemaids.*^ 
These  maids,  in  whom  the  deluTian  lore  originated, 
must  be  ultimateljr  referred  to  the  Gwyllion,  certain 
prophetesses  of  mythology,  who  gare  the  first  presage 
of  the  deluge,  by  their  nightly  songs,  in  the  bosom  of 
lakes,  that  is,  in  their  sacred  islands.  They  patro- 
nized music  and  poetry,  and  pretended  to  foretel 
future  events.  From  these  fabulous  models  a  sister- 
hood of  priestesses,  or  pretended  priestesses,  were 
early  established,  and  continued  down  to  the  sixth 
century. 
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GvryUioo,  the  luuDe  of  these  diBMeb,  it  the  pimral 
trf  Gwyll,  wl|M4h  ioriti  pveMntabeq^eii',  tigoMM  a 
Bight  wmkrehPy  a  fiuiy,  wf  inikk.  They  ave'iepie^ 
sented  as  children  of  the  evtmkgi  pn)M>ly,  becanSi 
it  was  their  office  to  oelebrate  ceitaiQ  mghtlf  org;!^ 

Afir.  R4nearrock  ttms  writes  to  CamdeH,  the 
histhriao,  **  tJodentaading,  golod  Mr,  CSarenceuz; 
^  that  your  Briiaj^ne  is  ready  to  come  forth,  I 
*^  thought  fit,  in  a  small  shew  of  onr  ancient  kyre,  t^ 
«  give  you  notice  of  two  escapes  in  the  last  edidofu- 
^  The  one  in  CornwMi  where  yon  make  5.  Column 
**  bmms,  a  man',  to  give  name  nnto  S.  CoHmbei  / 
<<  whereas  in  truth  it  taheth  name  of  dohmAa^  a 
**  woman-saint,  who  was  a  virgite  and  mart^,  whose 
'^  life  I  have  in  my  hands  translated  out  of  Cornish. 

"  Yours, 
'*  NicoiiAs  Roscarrock/' 
«  Naward,  Aug.  7,  ICO?.'* 


Page  ITS. 
As  witches,  though  these  maids  were  viewed^ 
By  the  prevaiKng  mode,  subdued. 
Females  of  rank  partook  their  feasts. 

<*  U  divinity  de  l*  isle  de  Sain,  (Saintes,)  etoit  la 
Lune.  Les  Dnddesses  etoient  des  vrais  sorc^res, 
parini  leqoelles  etoient  Banne  la  fbmme  du  Roi  de 
Thnringe,  aussi  la  mere  du  tyran  Maxieniie,  et 
plttsieures  autres.*' 

G    G 
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PmumeUe,  m\»  Uv^  in  the  last  century,  aajs,  be 
believes,  that  deoMNis  were  to  a  certainty,  conoetiied 
IB enchantmeiits and ia magic;  and  attrilmtea txrades 
to  the  impcetoreB  pf  men, 

<*  Eu§eb€  rapport  que  Porpbyre  assure  que  lea 
manrais  demons  aont  les  auteurs  des  encbantemens, 
des  philtres,  et  des  mal6fices;  qu*ib  excitent  en 
noip  U  plus  part  de  nos  pasdons;  que  leur  corps 
aeriens  et  spiri^uels  so  noorissentde  suffumigation  de 
sang  repandu  et  de  la  graisse  de  sacrifices." 
.  He  supposes  that  the  demons  <'  ne  8<e  mMent  paa 
des  oracles;"  and  he  adds,  <<  je  declare  que  sous  le 
nom  d'oracle  je  ne  pretend  pas  oomprendie  la  magie, 
dont  il  est  indubitable  que  le  demon  se  mtie.*' 


Page  IW. 
The  council  of  Aussere  forbade 
Wild  strolling  troops,  in  masquerade  ; 

"  If,  in  a  stag's,  or  heifer's,  skin, 
^*  Any,  on  new^year's-day,  be  found, 
''  Three  years  shall  sackcloth,  them,  surround, 

**  As  penance  for  the  crying  sin.'' 

The  words  of  the  Decite  are  these,  '<  Si  quis  in 
**  Kalendariis  Jaouani  in  cenrula  et  in  yitulo  vadet, 
*^  tribus  annis  paeniteat,  quia  hoc  Dttmoniomm  est." 

Aug.  de  temp.  Serm.  215,  says,  *<  Cenrula  turpe 
ludi  genus,"    St.  Astere  and  St.  Asarie  disapproved 
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t)f  tbe  people  disguiahig  thfigdves  in  masks,  on  the 
fiist  bf  January* 


ftige  1^4. 
Charlemagne's  Capitularies. 

Carolns  Magnus  Pipini  reg^,  filins,  nktus  est,  anno 
767.  Exeunte  anno  800,  Imperator  a  Romanis  acda* 
matns  est,  a  Leone  papa  nnctns  ac  coronatus.  Anno 
805,  Capiiularia  sua  £ccleiiastica  edere  coepit 
Anno  Sidy  Synodomm  canones  accurate  ezpendit,  et 
ex  iis  Capitulare  contexuit  in  xxvi  distinctum  Capi- 
tula.  Obiit  anno,  814.  setat  67«  .  Dnbium  pietate 
an  msyestate  illustrior,  Singulare  est,  tarn  doctnm 
principem  scribere  nescivisse,  inquit  Eginhardus. 

Burchard  the  canonist. 

burchardtts,  gente  tiermanos,  post  90  fere  annos, 
in  pastorali  munere  fideliter  exactos  diem  extremum 
dansit,  anno  ]0(&*  Plaribus  ante  obitum  annis,  ex« 
tmcta  sibi  cella  in  sylva,  pietati  et  otio  literario  se 
lotum  dedit.  tloc  in  loco,  magnum  illud  Decreio^ 
rum  volumen  aggressus  est  in  xx  Iibros  distribntunu 
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The  incantations,  largely,  used;    ' 
When  seeds  are  o*er  the  soil  diffused. 
Are  vain  tlbisiams^  wia^ard  chartns. 

Father  Ami,  fHuttrnf  of  ike  €&mntit  of  Trent, 
anno,  1546,)  says,  **  Of  enchantmento  was  much 
said,  and  many  remdcB^  prpbosed  <o  ibot'ihem  out* 
Ampng  enchantments,  iMuhe  put,  CBrrying  the  Ck»- 
pel  about  one.  In  this  catalo^e  were  nvmberea 
Maseies,  saiil  in  some  (countries  upon  red  hot  iron; 
upon  boifing  water,  or  iyppn  cold ;  the[  conjuratidn  of 
dogs  to  make  them  not  bite;  of  serpents  to  make 
them  not  offend.*' 

* 

For  severaT  ages,  on  the  consecration  of  a  hew 
Bishop,  it  was  a  custom  io  consuK  the  Bibfe  by  diTi«» 
nation. 

When  William  the  second  Norman  Bishop  of  the 
diocess  of  Norwich  was  consecrated,  the  Bible  opened 
at  <'  nan  kunc  sed'SarakBum  ^  (John  18.  40.)     By 
which  it  was  divined  that  he  ^ould  not  loifg  continue, 
and  that  a  thief  should  succeed  him.    Accordingly 
he  died  soon  after,  and  Herherius  de  Lozinga,  anci- 
ther  Norman,  succeeded,  who  ^as  chiefly  employed 
by  King  William  R^fus  in  simoniacally 'selling  aill 
ecclesiastical  benefices.     At  his  consecration,  the 
Bible  opened  at  the  wordsof  Christto  Judas,  **  Amice, 
adquodvenistiV*  (Matth.  26.  50.)     He  repented  of 
haying  been  a  ikief  and  a  traitor  to  Christ  and  his 
church  ;  and  to  expiate  his  crimes,  he  translated  his 
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chftir  ffom  TlKitiMI ;  liid  PwriM  Hr  caHieAiil  of 

*  *  • 

-Same  lurking  seed. 


»    ■ 


Prolific,  qfthe  Druid  creed. 

Lay  scattered  round  ;^^-aiMl  6ft,  womid  ilow. 

Luxuriant  weeds,  o*er  flowers  below. 

The  witch,  the  ooli^'*'^'  ^^  joggl^y  thenecro- 
mancer,  and  tiieistrofoge%recei?e48aehiiigfa  patron- 
age, that  the  clergy,  to  connect  all  that  they  hoped 
and  feared  with  Christianity,  introduced  their  saint- 
worship*  Aitrolbgy  abd  ^Pitdicvafl  liad  gained  an 
ascii^daney  whkh  tho  «aw  4beory  was  formed  to  dis- 
possess from  the  mind.  To  link  the  miraculous  agen- 
^es  of  saints  and'  t^Mfds  witii  the  ChrUrtiaB  religion, 
was  toestAlisb  k  eottpelitioii  wbtdi  predoded  Ae 
predominance  of  magiei^'SapentMons* 

Thb  ^svp^nfiikm  -sS  the  detgy,  in  tite  mean  time, 
was  exoesRre,  hecMsefli^y - weiw  ignorant  In  128t, 
ihe  Synod  of  EkeHfr  declared  that  ignorance  was  the 
mother  of  dl  Vices.  It  Ihercffareehjoinedeveiy  Arch- 
deacon to  enquire  diligently  what  rectors,  Ticars,  or 
^priests  sttjfered  an' *<enormem  defectum'*  in  literature. 
Every  priest  was  free  from  this  ''^enoirmbiis  detect,^ 
who  knew  ihe  len  coMsindments,  and  hadahihtyto 
fsplaia  the  sefen  nlortal  nns^  the  seven  sacramenii, 
ddl  the  <<r«ed8. 
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.  Yet'Sttch  WIS  the  exwbitani  power  and  inaatiabk 
ambidon  of  these  expounders  of  thie  ffcvea  mortd  «iai^ 
and  the  seven  sacraments,  that,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  Edward  III.  the  house  of  Commons  al- 
leged as  a  grieYance,  tjkai  napne  was  permitted,  by 
the  ecclesiastical  courts,  to  prove  a  Will,  without  giv- 
ing to  the  chorch  ooe-fourtb,  or  one-fifth,  of  the  pro- 
perty, as  a  ransom  for  the  rest ;  and  tbey  required 
the  aboliti<Hi  of  this  abuse. 


Page  aOO« 
Of  those  who  aumed  a  pairiofs  flame, 
Uther  Pendragon  shines  in  fame: 
jPy  Merlin's  aid,  (ne*er  father  aumed . 
The  seer,  though  ages,  feared,  renowned.} 

Merlinr^**  Grand  euchanteur.  qui»  sekm  nos  andr 
ens  Romandeis,  naquit  en  Angleterre^  4^  commerce 
d'un  demon  ayec  uoe  fille  vieige.** 

AIerlin>  mother,  s^ya  Geoffiy.of  Monmouth,  the 
daughter  of  the  king  of  Demetria,  confessed  that 
Merlin  was  begotten  by  a  spiritual  creature,— which 
may  be  an  excuse  for  not  disclosing  the  name  of  ih^ 
fath^,  or  to  mitigate  (ler  fault. 

Buckm^x    (Historia  Scotorum,)    ^aUs   Meili^ 
*^  homo  audax  et  malificua." 
.    |i<srlin  was  a  Wiltshire  man :  Hfywood  fixes  the 
place  of  tuA  birth ;  saying,  **  the  town  or  dty  called 
C^er  Merlin,  which  signifies  Merlin*^  town^  oi:  Me^- 
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UD*t  Boffo%  is  no  doubt  the  niM  as  that  which  we 
caU,  at  this  di7,  Mariboroogb/' 


Pftge  203. 
Botreaa^  brave  lines,  tV  attack,  withstand. 
In  hopes  that  Irish  aid  may  land. 

Botreauz  castle  stood  about  three  miles  east  from 
Tintagel.  Its  site  is  still  pointed  oat,  immediately 
above  a  mill  covered  with  ivjr^ 


'  Page  203. 
Tiniagelt  day*s  pwre  ocsan  light 
Ne*er  rolled  o*er  such  poetic  height. 

The  rains  of  Tintagd  Castle  lie fivemika, north 
west  from  Camelford,  and  about  twenty-one,  in  tho 
same  direction,  from  Laonosston.  On  entering  a 
small  valley,  on  the  left  of  Trevena,  they  appear  at  a 
distanceofaboot  two  bow-shots.  They  are  principally 
on  the  main  land ;  the  eastero  wall,  facing  the  valley, 
is  seventy  paces  long ;  the  area,  within,  abont  thirty 
broad ;  a  neck  of  rocks  separates  them  from  what.is 
called  **  the  Island,**  which  was  formerly  entered  by 
tL  draw-bridge.  This  peninsula  is  a  mile  in  circum- 
ference. It  cont^ns  remains  of  ancient  fortifications. 
Sheep  feed  on  it,  which  are  valued  for  the  fine  flavour 
of  the  mutton.     There  is  king  Arthur's  chair,  jic« 
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RbsIm  grow  «poia  the  lop  ($f  itk  About  ^imie  eM 
from  it  there  is  another  ^eoiiisda  M  Iwit  niagiiitiidc^ 
and  the  narrow  lethmos  by  which  it  is  entered,  is  on 
a  level  with  its  snrfiiGe.  Separating  this  firom  the 
fields,  on  the  south,  ia  a  vaUt  the  lower  parts  of  whi  ch, 
consisting  of  argillaceous  slate-stones,  are  black  as 
th6  ruins  of  lintigeU  nThe  stones'arfe  worn  ain<) 
waved  by  time^  and  bete  eatery  ipptiudno^  of 
been  a  part  of  ancient  fortifications^ 


chequered  sides  appeared,  qfar. 
Of  azure  blue,  andcmnabgr. 

The  stones  cf  ffttufsl  emrtie  »ie  ttoW  d  tiHHihMfc 
bladu  They  are  alliaceous  date,  which  is  the 
prevailing  stone  of  the  country.  If  lime  was  the 
<Meut,  il  SB  ^fecottipbnd.  Thto  finlabw  ooMtfed 
stobes  areaTod  •penpbyrilic  elvail  wMcfa  dlKwnds  in 
the  argiflaoeods  slaty  strata;  and  iateiaetfis  them  ia 
veitn.  The  az#re  blue  and  cimtabai^,  therefore,  may 
be  supposed  to  be  akemate  rows  of  felvan  and  day v 
sUte ;  as  Is  the  caife  in  mttiy  old  castiei,  Shafces^ 
j^etdre  Wewlons  it  ait  Poietiersr 
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Page  207. 
T%e  wondrous  fabric,  twice  a-year, 
From  nature's  face  would  disappear. 

It  mil  eiiled  TiDtagel,  i.  t.  Chattel  fier^  ((dkjf) 
from  tfte  IblkMrfug  pe«iiKat4tf  :-^ 

^  ChflSlel  faitt  ftit  dit  A  i^U 
^'^  dit  doitfi  ftns  ]a  an,  ae  perddt/* 

In  tbe  oHgltiill  r6maiitb  of  ISt  Tkiitmii,  it  is  al* 
wftys  ddfed  «<  CintagtJ;'* 

Id  die  y^ar  I245»  Richard,  earl  vS  Cornwall^  eiiCer<- 
tained  hU  iMphew,  David,  prineb  of  Wales,  at  fiota-^ 
gel,  when  the  latter  rebelled  against  the  king, 

Atatmg  ouhr  public  record^  we  have  the  writ  de 
scmtando  Piers  de  Gayeston  (the  ftroorite  nf  Edward 
IL)  latitantem  in  Detim,  Cornwi  Someim  et  Dors, 
^gaipst  the  form  of  the  ordinaaocB  of  the  nobles  an4 
king.  He  lurked  sometimoi  in  the  king's  palace, 
sometiaies  at  WaUioi^fbrd,  aad  sometimes  in  TIntagel 
Castle.  Edward  ha4  endpwed  him  with  the  whole 
earldom  of  ComwalL 

Page  2ia 
And,  (fradttai,  he  acquires  the  loot. 
And  lineaments  of  Cornwall's  duke. 

Utheriis  Pendragon  Rex  Britannise,  assampta 
prse^igiis  magicis  mariti  specie,  matroose  stnpntm 
iDtulit,  et  Arthamm  suscepit.—- ^CaiiM^V  Britannia, 
p.  157.  Ed.  1600.) 


4^  NOTES. 

Here  followeth  the  genealogy  of  king  Arthor,  from 
Speed,  as  qaoted  by  Sihanui  Morgan^  in  his 
"Sphere  of  Gentry,  B.  2." 

"  Joseph  of  Arinuithea  lietb  boried  at  Glassen- 
bory.  His  sister  Eoigain  bad  issue  by  her  hosband 
ftoue,  who  had  issue  Syarkles,  who  bad  issue  Mancel, 
who  had  issue  lambor,  who  had  issue  Amlaugh,  who 
married  Gujni  princesses  of  North  Wales ;  who  had 
ifiJBue  the  lady  Igrene,  duchess  of  Comwally  who  Was 
wife  of  Uther  sumamed  Pendragon,  descended  from 
the  blood  of  the  Romans,  and  were  the  father  and 
mother  of  king  Arthur,  who  was  one  of  the  nine 
worthies.'* 

In  the  romance  of  Iwain  and  Gawin,  king  Arthur 
it  represented  as  follows ; 

"  Of  all  knybtes  he  bare  the  piyse : 
^  In  werid  was  non  so  war  ne  wise, 
"  Trew  he  was  alkyn  thing : 
f*  AIs  it  byfel  so  swil|L  a  k^^g*** 


Page230« 
JJuchanan  writes,  th' assembled  peers, 
mm,  crowned,  at  tKage  qf  eighteen  years. 

Iniit  regnum  Arturus,  decimo  octavo  setatis  anno 
Qondimi  expleto.     Sed,  ut  ei  animus  supra  SBtatem 
Qrat,  ila  animo  excelso  nunquam  successus  defiiit*--^ 
(l^uchmmi  Hist.  Scot  p.  82.  foU  Edit.  171&) 


NOTES.  488 

Page  241. 
Braced  an  his  arm,  like  kindlint)  star, 
Pridwen^j  his  shield  invites  the  war; — 
}Vith  Callibum^  his  sword  renowned^ 
Avallon's  gift,  his  thigh  is  bmmd. 

*\  Artnr  poss^doit  une  ^p^e  magique  momme  £«-• 
calibor^  H  cjai  pulle  arme  puvoit  resister.  Pour 
enseifi^e  il  i^voit  un  dragon  d  acier  qui  Yomissoit  de^ 
flainmes." 

**  Escalibor**  signifies,  to  ci|t  st^L  That  r^ 
Downed  sword  was  made  in  the  isle  of  Ayallony  as 
Qeoffry  of  Monmouth  testifies. 

**  JPridwen"*  is  derived  from  **  pnrd,*'  beaatj ;  and 
•*wen/*  a  female. 

Such  was  the  custom,  in  those  days,  to  describe 
things,  and  even  persons:  this  was  before  surname^ 
were  invented  to  distinguish  persons  and  families. 
Additional  nances  or  qualiti^  were  givep  from  the 
10th  to  the  l3th  centn;^. 

We  fii^d.  Ex  EgiUi  Skqiiagrimi  Saga,  that  kipg 
Adalstein  presented  Hakon  prince  of  Denmark » with 
a  sword,  the  hilt  of  which  was  gold ;  but  the  steel 
was  much  more  excellent ;  (or  witli  it,  Hal^oQ  cu|  n 
^11-stone  through  the  middle  ;  wherefore  that  sword 
was,  afterwards,  distinguished  by  the  naipe  of 
Kvaembitur,  i.  e.  mol^e  sector* 

It  is  to  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  according  to  vera* 
cious  chroniclers,  that  England  is  indebted  for  her  re^ 
pross. 
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Page  242. 

Prayers  to  the  virgin,  then,  he  made  ; 
And  rushed,  tremendous,  with  the  blade. 

£ar.l^  w^e  oar  rode  forefathers  taught  to  believe 
the  Yirg;jin  If  ary  to  be  the  queen  of  heaven,  the  sov^ 
reign  lady  of  the  angelic  hosts,  the  empress  of  the 
world,  the  flpwer  of  vijrgiiis,  the  star  of  the  sea,  the 
way  of  4ie  wsMidering>  and  the  fouptain  of  mercy.  She 
was  invoked  by  these  titles,  in  the  I4th  century,  in 
Sngland.  The  alarmed  conscience  of  dark  ages, 
whenever  awakened  by  the  recollection  of  wrong  and 
cruelty,  turfied  with  awe  from  a  neglected  God  and  a 
despised  Saviour,  to  implore  a  compassionate  lady,  as 
the  haven  of  safety.  ThjB  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
ordered,  (in  the  1st  year  of  Richard  11.)  his  clergy  tp 
supplicate^  (devotissime  exorent,)  **  the  Almighty  Qod, 
**  and  his  mother  the  glorious  Virgin  Mary,  and  al) 
**  tl^e  saints  (sanctos)  and  saintesses  (sanctas)  of  God, 
<<  with  a  pure  heart  and  a  devout  mind,  in  theii; 
*<  prayers."     (See  Turner's  Hisf .  of  England.) 

The  usual  rules  for  making  saints  seem  to  have  re» 
quired  that  fifty  years  should  have  first  elapsed.  That 
was  a  convenient  interval  for  the  loss  of  all  contradic- 
tory evidence^  and  for  the  growth  of  a  sufiicient  qnan* 
tity  of  traditional  accounts. 

The  power  assumed  by  the  Pontiff  of  creating  saints 

was  one  of  the  boldest  invasions  of  the  rights  of  the 

Supreme.     The  Pope*s  buU  placed  the  dead  individual 

in  that  high  character  in  heaven,  that  to  him  mortal 
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prayers  were  to  be  addressed*  Saints  were sometiihes 
more  espeeiaUy  canonized  by  a  bishop  forhiaproviBee 
or  diocess.  Churches  were  built  in  their  names; 
their  holy  days,  yearly  remembered ;  their  relics  wei^ 
prefserved  and  adored. 

This  may  account  for  the  number  of  *'  Saints**  in 
Cornwall.  Silty  parishes  aire  nam^  after  thefti ; 
besides  many  obscUre  places. 

Archbishop  Turpin,  in  **  The  History  of  his  oiHi 
titties,**  saySy  that  by  a  prayer  repeated  three  timesl»y 
Roland,  the  champion  of  Charlemagne,  the  walls  of  a 
city  fell  to  the  ground,  on  which  the  Christians  entered, 
Und  the  pagans  were  all  destroyed. 

Dr.  John  White,  in  his  Preface  to  <*  The  Way  of 
the  Church,**  thus  records  the  Popish  Latin  Plrayer, 
called  the  creed,  in  Constant  use  with  common  Catho^ 
lies,  in  Queen  Elizabeth*s  days. 

**  Ci^eeKum  zuum  Patrum  onitentem  creatorem  ejus 
**  anicum,  Dominum  Nostrum  qui  sum  sops,  Virgini 
**  Maris :  Crixus  fixus,  Ponchi  Pilati  audubiteers, 
**  morti  by  sonday,  father  a  femes,  scelerest  un  jodica- 
**  rum ,  fivis  a  mortibus.  Creezum  Spirituum  Sanctum, 
**  £cl]  CBth61i,  remisurum,  peceaturum,  communlo* 
**  nim  obliviorum,  bitam  et  tumam  againe  !'* 

How  did  Cornwall  address  the  Saints  ? 

The^rtf  of  old  women  to  the  Blessed  Virgin  ran 
thus,  **  Avi  Mari  gratia  plinum  dam-sti-cum,  bene* 
<<  dittatu  in  mulabs  Yeth  benedictus  frictus  frentris 
*^  tui  sweet  Jesus,  Amen  !^* 

Had  Charlemagne's  champion  repeated  these 
prayers  three  times,  would  they  have  had  the  efficacy 
to  bring  down  city  walls? 
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Page  244. 
'A  valiant  youth  sailed  in  her  train. 
,  When  she,  from  Latium,  crossed  the  main  ; 
•  Sir  Launcelot  de  Lake  his  name. 
Destined  for  future  deeds  of  fame. 

■  Mr,  Whitaker  says,  (he  name  of  Laancelot  is  an 
ajqpellatif e  truly  British,  and  significatife  of  royalty/* 
**  Lannce*'  being  a  Celtic  term  for  **  a  spear/'  and 
'« Leon,"  «*  Dod,"  or  <*  Lot/'  importing  "  a  people:*' 
he  was  therefore  a  British  sorereign,  and  since  he  is 
denominated  Launcelot  of  the  Lake,  perhaps  he  was 
king  of  Cheshire,  and  resided  at  Pool  ton  Lancetot, 
in  the  hnndred  of  WervalL — fHisi.  of  Manchester.  J 
'  The  aboTe  strange  etymology  requires,  that  we  add ; 
On  the  French  playing  cards,  one  of  the  knaves  bears 
thQ  name  of  Laumcelot ;-— «  proof  of  the  dtstinctiofl 
of  that  person. 

Sir.  Launcelot  de  Lake  had  three  bendes  of  gold  on 
a  silver  shield. 


Page  263. 

Sir  Tristrem. 

'  The  most  ancient  English  romance  is  Sir  Trislrem^ 
which  owes  ite  origin  to  Cornwall, — to  the  Royal  Cas- 
tle of  Tintagel ;  yet  no  Cornish  writer  has,  during  the 
long  period  of  700  years,  as  far  as  is  known,  attempted 
to  modify  it  to  the  taste  of  his  own  times. 
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The  earliest  notice  we  \i^ve  qf  it,  is,  that  about  the 
year  1120,  Riutieien  d^  Puise  translated  it  from 
Latin  into  the  French  lang'aage. 

Sir  Thomas  Learmont  of  Ercildown,  a^ilfage  on  (&e 
Leader,  two  miJei  north  from  its  janetioii  with  the 
Tweed,  composed  ^  poem  called  ^'Sir  TVu^tfeoii** 
about  the  year  1270. 

Sir  Wakter  Si»it  mkj%^  (Mmitrehyt^^eSkot'' 
tUh  BordtrJ  that  Sir  Thcnaa  was  ihe  <itthoF«f  «<ftr 
Tri3trrai.''^t  is  evidmt  that  Sir  Tliomaflf  LBatmont 
did  110  R^ore  tiian  form  a  modiied  abridgment,  in  me^ 
ttical  Qnmb^rs  of  Ibo  romance  of  112Q»  hiA  fcr  dt£4 
feveni  from  Ihaf  which  I»  with  nnch  diffidence^.  haM 
Qomposed  in  1820. 

The  following  ia  an  extract  from  the  pcefiieo  to  the 
biilory  of  Ifdodifa  King  of  Leeo^  in  Brilany  ;-— 
**  Know  ye,  that  many  noble  and  learned  men  kava 
V  Uendaited  this  worli  from  the  Latin  langoage  iptd 
**  French.  Master  Luces  of  Jaques  waa  tlm  Qrst  who 
^*  begeu  it ;  likewise  translated  he  into  French  the 
^*  history  of  my  Lord  Tristrem,  but  not  solally  as  he 
**  ought  to  haire  done.  For  though  he  well  began  the 
"  history  of  my  Lord  Tristrem,  he  did  not  declare  all, 
**  but  the  greater  part  of  the  actions  of  Sir  Tristrem. 
**  Afterwards  Master  Gasses  ie  Blond,  who  was  related 
**  to  King  Henry,  devised  the  history  of  Sir  Lanncelot 
"  de  Lake,  as  xpine  was  from  the  Latin  into  French." 

In  the  J^istory  of  $ir  Gyrone  le  Coortois,  tranabted 
by  flMsticl^o  de  PaUie*  and  preferred  by  Francis  the 
First  of  France,  to  ^1  other  histories,  is  the  following 
passage ;  '*  Seniors,  emperors,  kings,  princes,  dukes, 
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counts,  barons,  knights,  yiscoiints,  citizens,  and  all 
the  nobles  of  this  world,  who  have  a  desire  to  enjoy 
the  reading  of  romances,  take  this,  and  let  it  be  read 
bjr  yon,  page  after  page,  that  you  may  hear  of  the 
wonderful  adfentures,  which  happened  to  knights- 
errant,  in  the  time  of  king  Uther  Pendragon,  and  of 
his  son  king  Arthur;  for  this  book  was  translated  foe 
king  Edward  of  England,  when  he  served  under  our 
king  in  attempting  the  conquest  of  the  Holy  Land, 
by  Master  Rusticien  de  Puise." 

Although  the  French  editor  is  mistaken  in  the 
name  of  the  king  of  England  when  the  translation 
was  made,  or  misled  by  the  vanity  of  asserting  that 
the  king  of  England  served  under  the  king  of  France, 
the  translation  was  in  all  probability  made  for  king 
Henry  Beauderk,  a  name  sufficiently  significative  of 
his  love  of  literature,  while  he  resided  and  kept  his 
court  at  Gisors  in  Normandy;  and  who,  as  well  as 
Louis,  king  of  France,  equally  brave,  enlightened, 
and  magnificent,  received  with  honour  those  of  other 
nations,  who  distinguished  themselves  by  talent  or 
knowledge ;  and  who  engaged  poets  to  come  to  their 
courts,  and  minstrels  to  sing  romances. 

Besides  Sir  Tristrem,  the  romances  of  king  Arthur, 
Sir  Launcelot  de  Lake,  Merlin,  and  others  of  the 
round  table,  were  collected,  in  Britany,  from  the 
fabulous  chronicles  of  Melchin  and  Telesin,  English- 
men, and  translated  about  the  year  1120  from  Latin 
into  French  by  Rusticien  de  Puise. 

As  French  was  the  sole  polite  language  for  three 
centuries  after  the  conquest,  the  poets  and  minstrels 

H  II 
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of  England  wrote  in  that  langnage;  and  seTeral  trans- 
lations or  copies  were  doubtless  made  of  the  histories 
of  the  knights  of  the  round  table ;  some  more,  some 
less  ample,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  manuseripl-oopies 
in  the  British  Mnsenm,  the  Adi^ocates*  Library,  Edin- 
bm^ ;«  and  in  other  libraries.  Translations  were 
made  from  them  into  German,  of  which  a  cdpj  by 
Godfry  of  (jU>ttenborgh  is  in  the  Advocates^  library. 

Edward  L  permitted  the  r^rival  of  ohivalric  exer- 
cises, which  his  father  had  discouraged.  In  1260  the 
baron  Mortimer  hdd  at  Kenilworth,  a  round  table  of 
100  knights,  and  as  many  ladies,  to  which  knights 
flocked  from  several  countries,  to  try  their  prowess. 

(Wi»k.  p.  la) 

A  desire  of  emulating  the  feats  or  the  fame  of  the 
renowned  Arthur,  incited  Edward  III.  to  keep  a  round 
table  of  knights,  in  imitation  of  this  favourite  hero  of 
romance.  *^  Erie  Mortimer  kept  the  round  table  of 
knights  in  Wales  for  a  pride,  in  figure  of  Arture.** 
Chrm.  Pet.  ColL  2.  LeL  col.  p.  470.) 

Caxton,  in  his  edition  of  the  history  of  king  Arthur, 
says,  **  Thus  endeth  this  noble  and  joyous  book  enti- 
tled La  Mort  ^ Arthur ^  which  book  was  reduced  into 
English  by  Sir  Thomas  Maloiy,  knight,  and  by  me 
dtrided  into  twenty  one  books,  chaptered,  emprinted, 
and  finished  in  the  Abbey  of  Westminster,  the  last 

*  Tristan  Bonum,  Nomao  Frcaeb,  la  tiM  Advocates*  Li- 
brary,  ii  a  folio  toI.  io  two  partt  of  150  lea?ef  eaeb  i  the  firit 
contaioB  VJi  chap,  the  second  14S.  The  M.  S.  French  folio  in 
the  same  Library  is  scarcely  legible.  It  b  entitled,  JL«  Otant 
Jttori  de  Mgn  Signor  TMttam. 
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4ay  olJulyy  ia  the  year  of  our  Lord  iiC€CCLXXXV» 
148&»^>Caxtaa  me  fieri  ftciU' 

Page  270. 
7b  hunf  ;  to  hawk,  at  purpk  mom  ; 
To  wake  the  chace  tvith  early  horn. 

Was  graceful  m$trem  skilled; 
To  clothe  the  harp  in  heavenly  fares  ; 
Or  hod  suf^lime  tk^  VQQirt  ^irs^ 

As  minstrel,  he  excelled. 

Sir  Tristrem  wrote  a  Book  on  Sports;  I  gi?e  tlie 
beginniog  of  it»  as  translated  by  the  Earl  of  Salisbury^ 
iui8|er  of  th^  hounds  to  Henry  the  Fourth  ^ 

«  AU  such  disport  ss  loidetb  i41<M|i» 
It  sitt^lh  eveiy  gent|eiiian  to  kapw; 
For  mirth  annexed  is  to  gentlcums. 
Wherefore  Snoif  aV  othM*  na  I  trow; 
To  know  the  craf^  of  bmHijig  wd  tp  blow. 
As  this  book  ^hall  witOM  is  ooD  tbii  best; 
For  it  is  wholesomet  pleasunt,  and  ftimc^t 
And  for  to  set  young  b^^rs  W  fk^  way. 
To  npory  I  cast  use  first  to  go^ 
Dfwhiob  four  bemts  be,  th^  is  to  say. 
The  bare,  the  hart,  the  wolf,  the  wiU  boar  also: 
Of  ven^  forsooth  there  be  no  more. 
And  80  it  sboweth  berp  in  portraitare. 
Where  eyery  be^st  is  set  in  his  figure." 

The  book  is  fail  of'Ottffioas  dd  euts. 
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Sir  Tristr»ii*s  aecomplifthments  mast  be  acknow- 
ledged to  have  been  of  the  highest  order^  especially, 
as  he  could  make  a  book*  During  the  dark  period  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  reading  was  a  rare  accomplish- 
ment indeed*  It  is  said  in  fhisioire  du  Preult  ei 
Vailiani  Chevalier  Perceval  de  OalloiSf  *'  qa*il  ne 
89avoit  pas  lire,  mak,  hien  en  avoit  ony  parler,*' 

<*  Bertrand  du  GueteUn^  le  fameux  connetable  de 
France,  ne  savoit  pas  lire.'* 

In  the  Partidas,  reasons  are  assigned  why  it  is 
proper  that  the  son  of  a  king  should  be  taught  to  read 
and  write. 

Horns  were  in  ancient  times  used  instead  of  trum- 
pets. The  heroes  of  romance  generally  es^ceUed  in 
blowing  the  horn.  Turpin,  ch.  23,  says,  that  Roland, 
the  champion  of  Charlemagne,  blew  his  horn  so  loud, 
that  Charles  heard  it  at  a  ^dstance  of  eight  miles  :— 
^^  Sonum  ^tamen  Carolus  trans  montem  ultra  octo 
milliaria  exaudiverit.'*  The  ancient  custom  of  blow- 
ing the  ti^mpet  seems  to  be  kept  up,  as  it  has  been  said 
in  a  modem  publication,  that  ^*  the  trumpeter  attend- 
ing the  escort  notified  the  king's  arriyal  at  the  castle 
(Windsor)  by  the  sounding  of  his  trumjpet,  as  is  usual 
on  the  approach  of  the  king/' 

The  clergy  indulged  so  much  in  hunting  and  hawk- 
ing that  they  were  often  forlndden  by  the  church,  but 
with  little  efiect.  The  council  of  Agda,  in  506,  issued 
this  decree,  canon,  55,  <<  Episcopis,  presbyteris,  dia- 
*^  conibus,  canes  ad  Tenandum,  aut  accipitres,  habere 
<<  non  liceat," — ^The  council  of  Macon,  in  585,  can. 
13,  issued  the  foUowings  ^*  Vbi  Dei  assiduitas  caati- 
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^*  lenasj  monstrum  est,  et  dedecoris  nota,  canes  ibi 
**  vel  accipitres  faabitara,"    Demetrius,  one  of  the. 
oldest  writers  on  fakoniy,  desires  sportsmen  to  say 
their  prayers  before. they  go  oat  to  the  field* 


Page  277, 
Rmb  Tristrem  'midst  hisuncWs  cares  ; 
For  knighthood,  prompt,  himself,  prepares : 

The  morrow  croums  his  joy : 
He  scarce  received  the  accolade  ; 
The  spurs;  the  courage-firing  blade. 

When  longs  he,  it,  f  employ. 

<<  The  accolade**  was  the  ceremony  nsed  in  knight^ 
hood  by  the  king  patting  his  hand  about  the  knighfs 
neck. 

Gold  spurs  were  the  sign  of  knighthood.  Esquires 
were  only  entitled  to  silver  spurs.  Sir  Tristrem  had 
a  gold  lion  armed  and  tongue  de  guellisj  on  a  green 
shield. 

Sir  Marhause  of  Ireland  had  argent  d  un  fesse  de 
ciaq  pieces,  sur  tout  nn  lion  de  guellis  arm6  de 
synop^^ 
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hi  Mtnttf  fontt^  spread  a  pUUt, 
Where  chi^aitu,  erst;  imr  elUeftaini,  stain. 
Had,  ancient  feuds,  ^dced. 

Hie  extenriTe  forest,  throegh  wUdi  Tintagelcwtle 
coidd  be  approttdied/ iiti  ealM  <<The  Forest  of 
Moray.*'  <Nd  mebkpndL  M  lia  noti  of  Oi^  tttmi 
and  sajt  the  beams  of-  the  neigfaboaruig  chorcbea 
were  hewn  from  it 

To  corroborate  tUli  ih  ttie  fotio  prase  ''fkistan 
Roman,''  in  VwiMk  FHtedk,  Advo^te^*  Library^ 
Edinbu^;  Part  IL  fipL  07,  we  are  told,  "The 
JSazons  spread  themsehres  akmg  the  riTer;  kinff 
Marc  is  infoimed  in  Qniagel^  that  he  had  a  thonsaod 
more  enemies  than  he  had  yesterdan  who  are  arn?ed 
at  die  entrance  of  the  foresV*-»^That  chapter  has  for 
its  contents,  **  Comeni  le$  Seines  fendm  en  Cor* 
wmailU  et  ttnSiei  en  itUepaour  et  eramie  le  roy  e$ 
let  CanumaUiaie  qls  ne  scawrieni  qu  /aire/* 


Vag^  286. 
Brfore  the  king,  he  courteous  kneels; 
Presents  a  letter  which  he  bears; 
Secured  with  five  green  royal  seals. 

The  Saxons  breogbt  in  the  ose  of  green  waz^  before 
which  time,  parchments,  Sec.  were  sealed  with  lead. 
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Page  902. 

A  fiery  dragon  ravaged  far, 
Ireland^Ti  devoted  isle,  ijc. 

^<  Ub  terrible  sefpeHt  resdoitles  pays  enlierement 
d^eiteB  el  inkabilaliles. 

**  Lea  gens  d'Eglise  marcfaoieat  devant  poitant  le 
croix,  la  banniere,  Imnieres  et  reliques,  fusant  ties* 
affectuenses  onueoiui;  enfiii  dee  kdques  sniToient 
aiec  lances^  piqves  ^  javelooe*" 

{SBsioire  du  JUbni  S.  MkheLj 

Pftge  906, 
37l€  priests,  tall  torches,  relics,  bore, — 


r,  whoUted  about  the  yeer  170«  wj%,  faces 
pr^tferri  solUas  prineipibus;  thai  tordies  were  wont 
to  be  carried  before  princesy  in  the  festivals  ci  their 
gods ;  and  tbis  heathenish  custom  was  adopted  by 
Christians*  The  ancientSEIiberine  Synod  in  Spain,  an. 
305,  decreed,  **  Cereos  per  diem  placuit  in  cmmeterio 
<<  non  accendi ;''  it  seemeth  good  unto  iis  that  wax- 
tapers  should  not  be  lights  in  church-yards  by  day. 

Page  308, 
The  poinard,from  hisforc^l  thrcfw. 
Sinks  in  its  arching  breast ;  2^c. 

The  destruction  of  this  dragon  is  allegorical  of  the 
conversion  of  the  heathen  to  Christianity,  Many  of 
the  <<  Saints/'  who  are  worshipped  by  the  church  of 
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Rome,  and  allowed  a  place  in  the  calendar  of  that  of 
England)  are  represented  as  having,  in  diTen  way% 
overthrown  dragons.— -(S'etf  the  beghming  of  the 
notes.) 

That  the  zealoos,  but  illiterate,  Roman  priesthodd 
believed  literally  in  dragons,-  there  is  no  doubt; 
hence,  the  silly  legends,  still  hdd  sacred  by  the  Papal 
oce« 

We  can  only  reach  great  events,  snch  as  the  con- 
version of  barbarous  nations  from  gothic  ignorance, 
through  the  medium  of  bold  poetical  sketches ;  some 
of  which  are  worthy  of  the  allegorical  genius  of  anti- 
quity, which  gave  a  fig^urative  existence  to  all  the 
moral  and  physical  attributes  of  the  universe.  These 
metaphors,  without  being  understood,  have  been 
transmitted  through  ages,  disguised  with  monkish 
absurdity.  ^*  St  George  and  the  Dragon*'  are  thua 
recommended ; 

^<  Why  should  we  boast  of  Arthur  and  his  knights. 
Knowing  how  many  men  have  performed  fights  ? 
Or  why  should  we  speak  of  Sir  Launcelot  de  Lake, 
Of  Sir  Tristrem  de  Leon,  that  fought  for  Lady's  sake  ? 
Read  in  old  stories,  and  there  you  shall  see. 
How  St.  George,  St.  George,  he  made  the  dragon  flee  !*' 

Did  Ballad. 

**  St.  George  is  usually  painted  ou  horseback,  and 
f  <  tilting  at  a  dragon  under  his  feet ;  purporting,  that 
**  he  conquered  the  devil,  called  the  dragon  in  the 
*y  Apocalypse."  Such  are  the  absurd  sentiments  of 
the  Rev.  Alban  Butler,  who  wrote  the  **  Lives"  of 
the  Saints,  in  12  vols. 
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Page  310. 
The  stoled  priests,  with  pious  care, 
To  the  cathedrcdj  now,  repair, 

And,  on  the  altar,  place 
The  consecrated  sword  and  shield;-^ 

Pope  Leo  I.  anno,  443,  ordained  that  Catholics 
should  worship  God  toward  the  west,  to  distin^uisb 
them  from  the  Manichee-heretics,  who  worshipped  the 
siiny  praying  toward  the  east  By  the  constitution  of 
Pope  Vigilias,  about  the  year  550,  the  priest  was 
prescribed  to  pray  towards  the  east.*— See  p.  430. 

The  vafttnm,  (parish)  at  first,  contained  the  dtizew 
and  all  the  borderers,  who  repaired  to  the  cathedral* 
The  clergy  were  restricted  to  grave  habits.  St  Jerome 
says,  ^*  Caput  suum  non  radunt,  sed  tondentes  atton- 
debunt  capita  sua ;  nee  rasis  capitibus,  sicuti  sacer- 
dotes  Isidis  atque  Serapis  nos  esse  debere."f  i.  e. 
^*  They  shall  not  share  their  heads,  but  polling  they 
shall  poll  them ;  neither  should  we  shave  our  heads 
like  the  priests  of  Isis  and  Serapis."  Under  these 
names  the  Egyptians  worshipped  the  sun  and  moon. 
They  were  not  suffered  to  wear  their  hair  long,  tike 
wantons  and  barbarians,  fquod  luxuriosorum  ei  bar^ 
barorum  est  J  but  were  commanded  to  poll  the  whole 
head,  leaving  only  a  circular  crown  in  the  lower  partj: 
Clemens  Alezandrinus§ — see   page  468 — says,  ac- 

•  Bioiai,  ton.  1,  fol.  93S,  &  Daraat.  de  rliib.  Lib.6,cS. 

f  8.  Hierone  on  Ezck.  c.  44. 

X  CmcU.  Cartkag.  4.  Caa.  44.  S  Ub- 1.  Padagof .  c  It. 
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cording  to  Dr.  Rdd's  tnndatiim,  ''The  iiaires  are  to 
<<  be  cut  off,  not  with  the  raworj  hot  with  the  bar- 
<<  boor's  shearea."  Bui  St.  Jerome  inaistSy  that  the 
akin  be  covered.  This  d|ieNttMioirioBftiih^miiAieh 
we  discover  the  primitive  iMdel  of  faajh^it'  «^#s  is 
enforced  by  dght  iatheis  and  two  oonncila.* 

TanicB  molts  erai  Ronumam  eofndere  getUem  / 

Fbpe  £taatiirtiis  «(KNit  the  year  115|t  fiiat  awgned 
anniHer  ooBgregationa  to  prtsbytera:  these  portioiMi 
weM  cdled  «<  Titali^"  tawM  God  was  entitled  to 
them*  The  ptindpal  Were  cdledfaaptiaBud  churches 
becanaa  baptiam  mi^t  be  adminiatei^  in  theaii.  To 
these  the  bishop  went  and  jpfceafsbed  alteniately»  ae- 
companied.by  great»  and  drawing  greater,  mnltitttdea. 
These  ndema  naseiiiblieB  weife  calM  **  Statioaa^*' 
becaaseaN  stood  at  prayen^  like  mighty  armjea  keep* 
ing  watch»  and  ready  iA  enooonter  Dl^  fturiooa  and 
formidable  ei|en^ea«-Uie  Dnnda. 

The  tithea,  whidi  were  formerly  in  the  handa  of  the 
bishop  for  the  maintenante  of  the  dergy,  were  miw 
paid  to  tiie  respective  presbyters.  The  right  of  ie« 
ceiving.siMsed  tithe,  tUfeMekB  fir«i/b,  was,  with  the 
consent  of  the  whole  clergy,  made  over  by  certaiii 
princea,  to  knights  for  defending  th^  Chnatiaoa  against 
the  heathen.:!: 

The  monk9>  "vAo  had  ^dinsteraJandPf  obtained  firoaa 

t  Tiz.:*BioBjBi«f,  EpipUaiat,  Jerpme.  Athaauiss, 
Palladioa,  AofasUae,  Itiodore,  and  Bede}  aad  the  coaacfls 
of  Cartkagc  and  Tilcda. 

f  Platioa  de  Tila  EaariitL 

X  Daareaat  de  8acrii  icclM*  miaift.  et  heaat  li.  7,  c.  4. 
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Pbpe  AleiMider  3d  (soon  after  I16D,)  tillit  th^  tkMA 
be  dlhe-lre^  With  the  exeeption  of  clii?*lroii» 
knights^  no  by^mah  ever  te^ed  wiwt  the  choith 
daimed  exdusiTely  as  her  owH^*  till  the  rappKenon  of 
the  monasteries,  when  otheis  seized  the  proportion  of 
tithes  in  their  possession,  and  hold  them  to  this  day.f 

Page  828. 
JTieir  horses  turned,  prompt,  ride  they  back. 
That  space  between  increase  tV  attack  ; 

They  uncouch  the  resting  spear; 
TK  imputed  falsehood  to  defy. 
Impetuous  'gainst  each  other,  fly. 

The  knights,  in  bold  career. 

The  disliince  two  knights  took  to  ride  in  combat  was 
that  <<  (f  mi  ^roil  iT  arbalite.** 

The  lances  were  of  ash  or  elm»  ai)d  yety  slight* 
The  great  art  >i^  to  pfunjthe  stroke  by  the  shield, 
and  particularly  to  keep  the  fe«t,  otherwise  they  Mi 
the  .risk  of  being  overthrow^,  ^nd  (smU  to  #  distance, 
and  f*  bri^i  pw^  Id  oAiUa.**  The  sweida  were  the 
length  of  the  arai^  and  three  inches  broad  at  the  poial^ 
80  th/ai  they  night  not  pierce  through  the  masks  and 
were  so  heayy  thai  it  iras  neeessairy  to  lift  them  wil^ 

t  Pope  Aaastailgt  d^eratd,  ^  Wboc?er  wilbholdi  or  gitcf 
nwAy  cidiei  firem  the  chorcb,  wbere  be  receltod  tbe  McrasuBSf 
of  bojptiMi,  let  him  be  accitfied.*' 

f  Dr.  Field  oo  tbe  Pbvcb,  B.  6,  c.  S9. 
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both  hands.  The  shield  was  often  of  wood,  covered 
with  leather,  and  of  a  square  form,  and  sarroiiDded 
with  an  iron  ring,  or  gold,  or  gilt,  from  which  tiie 
swords  oftep  stmcfc  spariu. 

Page  335. 
The  courts  they  enter  ; — Guenever 
Sees  clotted  blood,  their  greaves,  besmear  : 

Their  welling  wounds,  she  bathed; 
And  dressed  them  with  her  lily  hands; 
Brought  mollients,  and  the  staying  bands. 

With  kind  attention,  swathed. 

« 

When  it  was  intended  to  receive  a  person  of  dis^ 
tinction,  it  was  the  custom,  not  only  for  the  servants^ 
but  for  the  mistress  of  the  house  and  her  daughters, 
to  go  to  meet  the  knight,  and  to  take  hold  of  the 
bridle  and  stirrup,  as  he  alighted ;  to  take  off  his  arms, 
imd  to  give  him  suitable  apparel,  which  was  always 
kept  in  castles  for  such  occasions. 

It  formed  a  part  of  the  education  of  young  ladies  of 
qmdity  to  learn  a  little  of  the  use  of  medicine,  and  the 
practice  of  surgery,  particidarly  of  the  treatment  of 
wounds.  This  was  often  of  use  to  their  fathers, 
brothers,  or  husbands,  when  they  returned  wounded 
from  combats,  or  front  Toumers.  Their  delicate 
hands  were  often  employed  in  tendering  the  like  ser- 
vices to  strange  knights,  who  arrived  wounded  at  their 
castles. 
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Page  353. 
La  Belk  Isonde  sings  to  the  Harp. 

The  soDgis  the  composition  of  Francis  Hinoston, 
Esq.  St.  Ives.     The  foUowing  is  the  original : — 
Ma  Branguien,  ma  tant  fidelle  amie» 
Rapelle-tois  Tristan,  son  donx  maintien, 
Quand  il  disoit,  **  Fors  la  parqne  ennemie^ 
**  Ma  chere  Ysault,  ne  rompra  mon  lien ; 
**  Bien  asservi  dans  tant  donx  vassallage, 
*^  Vas»  tois  Tristan  ne  desire  qae  toi ; 
<<  Si  lorsque  je  quiers,  c^est  pour  Tenfaire  hommage, 
•*  Si  vivre  veux,  c'est  pour  garder  ma  foi." 

Boire  amoureauXy  c^est  trompense  magie ; 
Desirs  brulans,  c^est  flamme  de  tes  yeox ; 
Nos  veux  secrets,  c*est  douce  sympathie; 
Nos  doux  liens,  c^est  bien  roeuvre  des  dieux. 

P^  37& 

Vivienne,  a  damsel  he  had  taught 
Enchantment,  his  fond  glances,  caught: 
He,  ardent,  supplicates  her  hand. 

There  were  two  sorts  of  fairies ;  good  fairies ;  and 
bad,  or  witches,— women  instructed  in  magic,  at 
Morgan  la  F^e,  Virienne,  and  the  fairy  of  Burgundy. 
AM  these  were  educated  by  Merlin.  These  witches 
had  the  demons  at  command. 

A  mass  was  said  every  year  in  the  Abbey  of  Passy, 
founded  by  St.  Louis,  to  preserve  religion  from  the 
power  of  fairies. 
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Page  370. 
When  he  awohe  in  mammg's  beam, 
She  said,  **  await  me,  by  the  stream 
'^  Remurmuring  to  the  hoarse  cascadeJ* 

There  is  a  beaatifal  waterfall  about  two  miles  south- 
east from  Tiotagel.  The  water  from  a  great  height, 
glides  in  a  curvilinear  course  down  the  almost  perpen- 
dicular rock,  which  is  completely  covered  with  a 
delicate  olive-coloured  moss.  Several  feet  below  the 
rock  where  the  spectator  stands,  the  water  falls  per- 
pendicularly into  a  circular  basin.  The  rock  is 
argillaceoQB  slate ;  and  pratmding  circles  show  how  it 
has  been  worn  by  the  attrition  of  the  agitated  pool. 
It  is  called  St.  NaihatCs  Keeve. 

Page  388. 
Hymn  to  St.  Michael. 

Bishop  Patrick  writes,  that  in  the  old  Roman 
missal,  and  in  the  Sarum  missal,  St.  Michael  is 
invoked  as  a  '*  most  glorious  and  warlike  prince,^- 
*^  chief  officer  of  Paradise, — captain  of  God's  hosts, 
" — the  receiver  of  souls, — the  vanquisher  of  evil 
*/  spirits,— and  the  admirable  general." 

Among  the  most  solemn  feasts,  ordered  to  be  kept 
by  the  clergy  of  England,  with  great  reverence,  was 
that  of  St.  Michael  in  tlie  Mount.* 

Tertullianf  told  those  who  kept  it,  <^  your  l}elly  is 

*  £z  Coocil.  OxonicQi.  lob  Slepbaoo. 
-f  De  jeJoDio  ad? enm  pycichot. 
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yoargod;  your  paunch  the  altar;  your  cook  the 
priest;  the  fatty  fume  of  your  meat  the  holy  ghost; 
your  love,  (to  St  Michael  and  all  Saints,)  boileth  in 
your  kettle ;  who  is  holiest  among  you  but  he  that 
feasteth  most  ?" 

Then  followed  a  Fast :  *^  A  man  filleth  himself 
**  with  marmolets  and  Buckets  and  preserves  and  fine 
<*  cakes  and  sugared  wines,  only  he  forbeareth  flesh : 
^*  he  hath  kept  a  fast  to  God ;  and  this  is  satisfaction 
<'  for  his  sins.'*; 

Page  306. 
To  guard  th*  angelic  sword  and  shield, 
Duke  Hoel,  he  directs,  to  build 
A  sacristy,  where  round  the  steel. 
May  ages  crowd  with  pilgrim-zeal. 

**  Les  ensignes  furent  revues  avec  r^y^rence,  et 
gard^  jusqu*a  pr^ent,  et  sontmontr^  aux  p^lerins 
en  m^moire  du  Saint  Archange  qui  a  combattu  le 
Tieil  serpent  et  le  dragon  invisible.*' 

fHtstoire  du  Mont  S.  Michel.  J 

Bishop  Hall,  in  his  **  Triumphs  of  Rome,*'  mentions 
a  red  velvet  buckler  to  have  been  preserved  in  a  castle 
in  Normandy,  which  St.  Michael  wore  in  his  combat 
with  the  dragon. 

Bishop  Patrick,  who  wrote  subsequently,  viz.  in 
1674,  says,  "  St.  Michael's  dagger  and  shield  were 
<<  to  be  seen  at  the  beginning  of  this  age ;    and  in 

t  Dr,  Abbotft  aoswer  to  Dr.  Biibop*i  Epbtle  to  kio^ 
jAvn  I,  Sec.  8. 


NOTBS.  S05 

<<  1607,  the  bishop  of  Avranches  bad  forbidden  his 
*'  shield  to  be  any  more  showed ;  but  who  knows  bat 
''some  of  the  succeeding  bishops  may  have  been 
'<  better  natured,  and  not  hare  denied  this  gratifica- 
« tion  V 


Page  390. 
And  ^*  strooken**  was  the  final  blow, 
*Twixt  Arthur  and  his  treacherous  foe. 
The  '*  slaugher-bridge"  as  proof,  remains. 
Of  blood  thai  deluged  Cornwall* s  plains 


» 


Carew  says  the  battle  was  fought.  An.  Dom.  &25« 
Geojffry  of  Monmouth  writes,  "  The  renowned 
Arthur  being  mortally  wounded,  was  carried  to  the 
isle  of  Avallon,  and  gave  up  the  crown  of  Britain  to 
*^  his  kinsman,  Constantine,  the  son  of  Cador,  duke 
'*  of  Cornwall,  in  the  &42d  year  of  our  Lord*s  incar- 
**  nation.*' 

Camden  says,  **  Lelandus  Arthurum  Hectorem 
nostrum  ibi  cecidisse  scribit*  Fragmenta  etenim  (at 
prodit  ille)  armonim,  annnli,  senea  equorum  omamenta, 
nonnunquam  ab  agricolis  ibi  eruuntur." 

^Bnlonnta,  p.  157.  Edit  1600.) 
The  slaughter-bridge  consists  of  two  or  three,  long, 
rude,  stones,  laid  over  the  stream  Camel,  little  more 
than  a  mile  to  the  north-east  of  Camelford.  Near  this 
place,  formerly,  stood  the  <*  stone,"  bearing  Arthnr^s 
name.  About  70  years  ago,  it  was  removed  by  Lady 
Dowager  Falmouth,   when   making   improvements 

I  I 
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there*  It  now  lies,  a  short  (distance,  up  the  stream^ 
uader  a  rock  of  argillaceous  slate.  An  ash  tree  is 
growing  at  its  south-west  enoL  It  is  a  rude  block  oi 
granite,  nearly  rectangular,  and  nine  feet  nine  j aches 
long,  and  two  feet  three  inches  wide. 

Milton    had    purposed    to    write    a    poem  .  on 
Arthur.    His  design  is  mentioned  in  his  MansuSy 
inscribed  to  Giova&ni  Baptista  Manso,  marqness  of 
Villa^  (a  great  friend  of  Tasso's^)  who  showed  him 
many  civilities  at  Naples. 
"  Si  quando  indigenas  revocabo  in  carmina  reges, 
Arturumque  etiam  sub  terris  bella  movent  em ; 
Aut  dicam  invictse  sociali  fcsdera  mensae, 
Magnanimos  heroas,  et  (0  modo  spiritus  adsit,) 
Frangam  S^onicas  Britonum^nb  marte  phalanges.'' 

Again,  in  his  Epitaphium  Damonis, 
<^  Ipse  ego  Dardanias  Rutupina  per  sequora  puppes 
Dicam — Armoricos  Britonum  sub  lege  colonos ; 
Tum  gravidam  Arturo  fatali  fraude  logemen, 
Mendaces  vultus,  assumptaque  Gorlois  arma, 
Merlini  dolus." 

Page  403. 
The  hoary  bard  they  stone  to  death. 
Ere  strains,  winged  by  his  vocal  breath. 
Approach  the  ear  of  day. 

This  is  related  by  Alaunus  de  InsuUSf  who  was 
born  An.  Dom.  1109. 

Commentarios  in  Merlini  prophetias  scripsit :  na- 
tione,  Flander  :    Doctor  Univenalis  dictus  est. 


NOTES.  507 

Page  404. 
To  Somerset s  calm  coast,  they  bring 
The  loved  remains  of  Britain's  kbig : 

Thence,  to  Avallon's  vale, 
Him,  bear,  as  eve,  in  dewy  car. 
Descended  from  her  silver  star. 

Suffused  with  tears,  and  pale. 

Bale,  in  his  "  Acts  of  English  Votaries,"  attests 
this  fact:  '*  In  Avallon, anno,  llQl,  There  found  they 
**  the  fleshe  bothe  of  Arthur  and  of  hys  wyfe  Guen- 
''  ever  turned  all  into  duste,  wythin  theyr  coffines  of 
*' stronge  oke;  the  bones  only  remaynynge.  A 
**  inonke  of  the  same  abbeye,  standyng  and  be- 
'<  houldyng  -the  fine  broydinges  of  the  woromanis 
*'  heare,  so  ytlotoe  as  golde  there  stil  to  remayne. 
<<  As  a  man  ravyshed,  or  more  than  halfe  from  his 
**  wittes,  he  leaped  into  the  graffe,  xv  fote  depe,  to 
<<  have  caught  them  sodenlye.  But  he  fayled  of 
*^  his  purpose.  For  so  sone  as  they  were  touched, 
"  they  fell  all  to  powder." 


FI NIS. 


N.  B. — To  elucidatd  the  text  more  folly, 
several  authors  have  been  consulted  since 
the  list,  at  the  beginning,  was  printed. 
Their  names  are  given  in  the  Notes. 


ERRATA. 

Page  61,  for  ''or  ALuroif,''— -read  Brutus. 
go,  for  "palid,"— read  paiiid. 
173,  for  '*  pennance,*' — read  penance. 
306,  for  ''  unUfted,"— read  uplifted. 
366,  for ''  Hodian,"^read  Hodain. 
450,  line  12,  for  "npo," — ^read  tipon. 


Pkivtbo  bt  B.  Hba&o, 

B0ICAW«ir-STBBBT|  TkURO. 
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